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PREFACE. 



THERE never was a ^pteeiion in polUkSt perkdps^ in 
9hkh thiare has been a greaieri a niore extreme d^erenee^ 
thai an that of the war in the Peninsula ; and it is not less 
wortky of notice, ihtd, perhaps, there never was a greater 
degree qf unanimity of approval than at present t^ion this 
nn/ question. 

When all Spain rose, as U ffser^&sr 4 tniroicle* UbrJhe 
iffttit was simultaneous^ and with^coMmattoii,) inoppo^ 
aiKoR to the insidious thraldrom (^ FwMe^l^^^ 
wen looked on hy many in this c(mtitif.^ilk(f^Sne3Sf and 
esm apathy. It was supposed inipdssiblefor a Segradedi 
and almost enslaved, population to resist, even for a momeni^ 
ike military power and political machisuUions of him who 
had conquered more than half of the civilised world. Alt 
fioTid her eventutd success, and some prognosticated, with 
ike most ddermned assertions, her eternal subjugatioui 
Titfin &e spaced a few skort years,how changedisthe 
scene !^^so changed, that even our most desponding states^ 
men venture to look forward to her restoration to her ancient 



rank twumg Ike kingdoms of Europij and to her assuming 

thai rank accompanied withftdings of esteem and gratitude 

to Britain; feelings rvhich^ in Juture poUticcU cotmexionSf 

may ultim^ttely tend highly both to the political welfare and 

mtemal comfort of eadi country. To what^ then^ has this 

tvonderfidj this extraordinary change hem owing? To 

whatf indeed, but to the liberal and friendly assistance of 

this country ; — to the gallaniry of our troops^ and to the 

consummate skUl and approved valour </ him who has so 

frequently led them on to glory! During the wliole progress 

of this arduous^ ttiis almost unequalled contest^ the gallant 

Wellington has unequivocally afforded grounds for the 

highest honours tlial his sovereigji could shower down upon 

Aim, or his grattful country could bestow. Hehasyhyhisex- 

ampUj given spirit and etUhusuism, not only to his own 

trotkp^\b^i(^^jtb0st fif^Ote^^ister kingdoms of the Penni' 

• ••••/ • •••**••* *• •/ * 
sul&.*'By*hiS^cqnsUTrtinide*skillj indefatigable exertions, 

•*♦• ••*•• ti« 
a;nd exceU^ .fitSgni^fntihe lias foiled tl^e best generals of 

France,jo^ffrdme^^^ considered insuperable, and 

directed the exertions of Britain, and the force of her tm* 

fortunate allies^ to those points where, in all cases, they 

were most available. 

By his steadiness, and his Fabius movements, he has 

preserved his own strength unbroken, whilst that of his 

enemy was on the decline, and enabled the scattered bands 

of patriots to acquire both discipline and numbers, and 

tims to produce a hardy race of soldiers, whoj as guerilhm, 

have learned to despise French courage, and to cotmteract 
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F^rench diecipUne. At the same timtf by the well- 
timed rapidity iff hia mancBUvrea, when neeeeaary^ as well 
as by ik^ secrecy and d^ermined purposea^ he has beat all 
Urn caJkidationa of the enemy ^ according even to their onm 
confesaiona ; a proof of nhiahy if proof were wanting^ 
Mndd be found in the fact qf hia havit^ taken Ciudad 
Rohrvgo in half the time which fhe French general had 
considered possible^ and thaaj by ita capture, connected 
nnth that of Almeida^ alwaya a military poat if import- 
anetj not only formed a powerful dtfence for Portugal, bui 
opened a wcty into the vevy heart of Spain* 

This latter excellence of rapidity and determination waa, 
indeed, alwaya expected by hia friends ; and we ahall have 
mxaaion to aee, in the progress of this biography, particu" 
larty in detailing his brilliancy of Oiought at the glorioua 
baitie of Assje, on iheplaina of^Hindooatan^ that their ex- 
pedaiiona were well founded; but the ateadineaa qf hia 
other operations, the self-denial with which he has delayed to 
phuk the Imrels which victory held out to him with open 
handj are traits in his character which might have been con- 
eidered as unlikdy to appear, and that wiiliout derogating 
from the high character which he had acquired previous to 
his present distinguished rankin the Peninsula. . 

But it is to this latter part of his character that much of 
ike success qf the present contest has been owing; and it is 
tn tirely owing to it that he haa bem enabled to overcome 
the various difficulliea he had to encounter, as opposed to 
fhe aimost overwhelming power of France, commanded by 
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her beat gmttdU^ wUk a farce </ Briiidi troops f even now 
liUle moreihan half the number (f French concentrated in 
eng one ^t. For^ much as Ae Spanish and Portuguese 
troops have of late improved in disc^inet and much as 
mi^ havSf even at first, been expected from their native 
eouragej yet Lord Wellington could not trust the safety (f 
his army, or the ultimate success of the cause, to an abso- 
lute dependence on their almost untried exertions; he has, 
nevertheless, known how to avail himself eneai of their intf- 
fiicient state with a degree of judgment and spirit happUjf 
justified by the event. • 

We must now close this slight tiketeh qf the siAjed, with 
one observation on the charader of our gallant fellow cUi' 
sen. If we look at him, as will be exempl^ied m the count 
{f this work, whether cammaDding, or commanded, we dudl 
always find the same gredtness of mind, whether checked in 
his pursuit in the mome$U of victory, as at Vimiera^ bytkt 
orders ^ a superior ; or prompted to delay the accompli^ 
mtnt of brUtiaxd measures, where iHciory was cmiauh tn 
order to spare the blood oj his gallant comrades in arms. 



INTRODUCTION. 



IF it IS by experience that we gain wisdom, and bj 
a comparison of nearly sinular events that we can best 
Sorm an accurate judgment, it will not be irrelevtot, 
ia our introductory part, to take a slight sketch of 
ibe causes and conduct of a former war carried on by 
Great Britain in the Peninsula ; and that, by a very 
curious coincidence, nearly in the very corresponding 
years of the preceding centuiy. In the conduct and 
issue of that war, and in the conduct and probable 
issue of the present one, there has, indeed, been a 
grreat contrast ; for there we were merely ^s auxilia- 
ries, though now we have acted more immediately as 
principals. At that period, too, we were in opposition 
to that branch of the house of BourtxHi whose rights 
we are now defending ; and in our objects we were 
unsuccessful, thou^ without tarnishing the honour 
of the British name. 

When, in the year 1701, Charles II. of Spain, a 
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branch of the house of Austria, deceased without 
issue, Philip Duke of Anjou, grandson of Louis 
XIV. being second son of the Dauphin of France, 
assumed the Spanish crown, according to the will of 
the deceased monarch; but tlie Emperor of Ger- 
many having put up one of his own family as a claim- 
ant, it was considered as the interest of Great Britain 
to support him, in order to prevent die accessioa of 
such power to France, by her royal family thus com- 
ing into possession of the immense possessions and 
resources of the Spanish empire. There was also a 
party in Spain inimical to the French interest ; and it 
was hoped that, by spirited measures, an Austrian 
prince might be established on the throne of Spain. 
Charles III. the Austrian claimant arrived in En- 
gland in 1703 ; and, in 1704, an auxiliaiy force of 
12,000 British and Dutch troops was sent to Portu- 
gal ; the English under Duke Schomberg, and the 
Dutch under General Fagcl. King Charles imme- 
diately published a manifesto, setting forth his right 
to the crown of Spain ; and on the arrival of the ex- 
pedition at Lisbon, the Portuguese having already 
joined the grand alliance against France, the King of 
Portugal published a declaration in which he vindi- 
cated the claim of Charles, and gave his own rea- 
sons for takuig up arms in his defence and support. 
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The Bowbon prince, under the title of Philip V. vm 
not backward in preparing for hostilities, but imme- 
diately declared war against hb competitor, ajid also 
against the King of Portugal and his other allies ; and^ 
having hastUy assembled an army, proceeded to the 
Portuguese frontier, when he captured Segura, Sal- 
vaderra, and some other places* 

It being imderstood that the Catalonians were par^ 
tid to the cause of the allies, Sir George Rooke, with 
a British squadron, proceeded with the Prince of 
He^se Darmstadt and a force of 2,500 men to Bar- 
cdona, where he landed the troops ; but being disap- 
pointed in his expectations of a flattering reception 
and cooperation, the army was again embarked, and 
the squadron proceeded towards Toulon. 

In June of the same year, (l*)4,) the PcHtuguesc 
were found to be very dilatory in furnishing the pro- 
per supplies which they had promised, so that no* 
tlung could be done. There was also a great want of 
cordiality amongst the generals of the three nations, 
English, Dutch, and Portuguese, so that the Duke of 
Schomberg, weary of his command, was anxious to be 
recalled, and was superseded by Henry de Ruvigny, 
Eaii of Galway. 

The Spanish monarch in July put an end to hi9 
diort campaign, on account of the heat of the wea# 
[2] . \- 
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thcr, and returned to ^fadrid, having put his army in 
cantonments ; and, fearing that it would be impossible 
to retain his petty conquests, destroyed aH Aeir fiMti- 
fications, except those of Saivatietra and Mervan, and 
abaiidoned them to their fate. 

'though our troops were thus kfl in idleness, yet 
our admiral was determined to do something; ac- 
cordingly he retimied from Toulon towards Gibral- 
tar, and captured that fortress on the lOth of July, 
after a siege of three days, having landed the Prince of 
Hesse with only 1,800 tnen. Ott the 13th of August the 
combined English and Dutch fleets defeated the tmited 
f rench squadrons fromToulon and Brest, and obliged 
them, in a most shattered condition, to retire to Tou. 
Ion ; a part of them, however, was enabled soon after 
to proceed to the soudiward when the combined 
squadrons had left the straits, and the Sieur de Pontis, 
with a considerable force, blockaded Gibraltar by sea, 
the Spaniards having commenced tlie siege of it in 
September. 

In 1705 Gibraltar was relieved by Sir John Lcakc, 
who surprised and defeated the French squadron ; 
and in May, the Portuguese and confederate forces, 
having commenced the siege of Alcantara, took it by 
storm after six days; Salvatierra and Albuquerque 
being soon after retaken. In the same month the Earl 
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tf Peterbarous^ was seat bqvfk EogUiiid, wkh 5,000 
additional tnopps, in a fleet oommaiWkd by Sir Clou* 
^e^ky ShoveL After tqucbii^g at Lisbcn, where J^ing 
CM^ embarked along with him, diey proceeded to 
Gibraltar^ and afterwards to AlteaQay^ where a mani- 
festo W93 puUished ; and t|ie advices from Barcelona 
being very encouraging, the earl was induced to pro* 
ceoi there, where he landed the troops, accompanied 
hf die king, and was soon reinforced by great num- 
bcTs of Spaniard^, On the 3d of September Mon- 
juick was taken after a siege of three days, but the 
gMlwt Piii^ of fitesse M in the attack ; in three 
we^ a^erwards Barcelona surrendered, and all Ca- 
talonia immecUately declared for Kii^ Charles. 
On the opposite ^e of Spain the allies had laid siege 
toBadajo:;, but were obliged soon after to raise it by 
the Marshal du Thesse, the French general in com- 
mand of die combined French and Spanish army ; 
aad,m the contest, the Earl of Galway lost his right 
hand. 

The proceedings in Catalonia were, however, con* 
^dciedso importimtfor the general cause, that both 
bouaes of pailiai{)ent at home were induced to coa* 
gtabilate her oiaje^y upou her message informing 
them of diese events in November, 1705. But the 



pit^ess of the allies on the eastern side \nis Btill 
circumscribed, little remarkable happening until the 
latter end of December, when a Cataloman eolonel^ 
of the name of Nebot, was induced to leave the op- 
posite party, with about 950 cavalry, and to join 
King Charles at Denia, in Valencia, who soon after 
captured Xabea, a small place in that vicinity^ which 
slight, successes seem to have induced the whole 
kingdom of Valencia to declare in his favour, i^n 
his new friend, Colonel Nebot, took possession of its 
Capital* 

At the close of the year the French and Spanish ar- 
mies proceeded to besiege Valencia ; but the Earl of 
Peterborough having marched with the English army 
to its relief, this plan was given up, and an attack was 
made upon St. Mattheo ; but Peterborough not cmly 
obliged them to decamp, but also took possession of 
Morviedro. ^ 

In the early part of 1706 a battle of some impor- 
tance for the numbers engaged, but of litde in its 
consequences to either party, took place at San Este- 
van de Libera, after which the Spanish and French 
troops, under du Thesse, commey^ed the siege of 
Barcelona; whick was, however, so fspeedily raised, 
oti the arrival of Sir Jolm Leake from Lisbon to its 

3 
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rdief, that the assailants left behind them 106 brass 
gtrnsy 23 mortars, and an immense quantity of pro« 
vkioQS and ammunition. On the opposite side of 
Ae kingdom the allies took Alcantara, in which they 
found 47 pieces of brass cannon; and Mondiza and 
Ceria having soon after fallen, the Eaii of Galway 
puUtshed a manifesto in the name of his royal mis* 
tiess, caUtng upon die Spaniards to acknowledge 
King Charles as dieir lawful monarch. 

In May, in the same year, Ciudad Rodrigo was 
G^tured by the aUies, after a siege of five days ; and 
the news of the raising of the siege of Barcelona 
havHig just then arrived, the Portuguese were in high 
spirits, and the allies proceeded to pu^ through Spain 
fbr Madrid, where King Philip returned with all pos- 
stUe expedition ; but, soon finding that he had no 
troops on whom he could depend, he destroyed every 
thing of value which he could not carry ofi*, and re. 
tired towards Burgos in order to be ready for a retreat 
into Prance. 

On the 26th of May Carthagena declared for the 
Austiian claimant, and was secured by an English 
squadron; and in June the English and Portuguese 
confederate army, commanded by the Earl of Gal- 
^vay and the Marquis des Minas, push^ on for Ma* 



&1V INTE0BUCTIOK. 

diid, which made sqcb an impression upon the in^ 
tantSi that deputies were sent out to acknowle^ their 
submission and allegiance to their new monarch. On 
taking possesion of the capital King Charles was 
{H-oclaimed, and the example of the inhs^itants of 
Madrid was voluntarily followed by Toledo, and 
several other j^ces of importance, inclusive of the 
whole kingdom of Arragon* Charles, however, was 
still widi the Engli^ army at Barcelona, and is ac* 
cused of want of celerity in ^ying too loskg there, 
notwithstanding the repeated solicitations of the Earl of 
Peterborough, and the invitations of the generals in 
the capital, who were all anxious that he should repair 
to Madrid. But even when he set out for that plac( 
he occupied so much time in the siege of Saragossa, 
that the confederate forces, for some reason never suf- 
ficimtiy explained, had evacuated Madrid, whither 
King Philip soon after proceeded with ^ few forces, 
having bad time to recover from his alarm at the former 
rapidity of movement on the part of his assailants. 

In Valencia the war was still earned on with sofne 
brbkness; and, in July, Sir John Leake proceeded 
with the English Beet before Alicant, which was im^ 
mediately afterwards taken by st(nin, though the cas* 
tie held out for ashorttime; but at length surrender- 
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cdupon an honourable capitulation. This, however, 
was but of little importance to the cause of Charles ; for 
tbe return oT Philip to Madnd had such an e^ect, as to 
indoce the kingdom of Castile to declare for him. 

King Charles was, therefbre, compelled to join the 
Gon^erate army at Guadalaxara; and this he ivas 
the sooner reduced to, as the Earl of Peterborough, 
wbo had just then received die commission of an 
ambassador extraordinary, mras leaving the eastern 
coast of Spain, in order to proceed for Italy, in hopes 
of raising some supj^s. Soon after Sir John 
Leake arrived at Majorca with the British fleet, and 
ol^ed that bland and tvi^h to declare for King 
Chttks; but this was shortly counterbalanced by the 
itcapture of Carthagena ; and the year was closed 
wiA die death of Pedro, Kin^ of Portugal. 

The year 1707 was a most imfbrtunate one for the 
cofnfedefat6 arms ; ftw, on the 5th of April, they were 
cdmpktely defeated at Almanza, whilst under the 
commaiid of the Marquis des Minas and the Earl 
of Gal\vay, having upwards <rf 10,000 men killed, 
wounded and taken prisoners. The whole number 
df British in the action were only 14,000 ; yet it is 
believed diat it was entirely owing to the ill conduct 
rf flie Portuguese that die day was lost. So strong 



Xvi INTBODUCTIOH. 

indeed was this opinion, that the house of lords short- 
ly after severely censured the Earl of Galway forj 
having yielded the post of honour on that day to the 
Portuguese. It was also matter of complaint at i 
home that the number of British troops was so small, 
although 29,000 had been voted by parliament for the 
service of the Peninsula. 

^ The shattered remains of the confederate army 
were, notwithstanding their defeat, able to retire in 
pretty good order to Alcira, from whence they sent I 
their wounded to Barcelona, and then crossed the 
Ebro, where King Charles had retired some time be- 
fore with a small force, and was staticmed at Tortosa 
it the mouth of that river. This movement they 
were now obliged to make, in order to defend Cata- 
lonia. 

« 

The victorious army, pursuing their advantage, 
and being no longer kept in check by the confede- 
rates, soon recovered Valencia, Saragossa, See. but 
Philip lost much of his popularity by the atrocious 
conduct of France, in ordering the unfortunate town 
of Xativa, on the right bank of the river Xucer, in 
Valencia, to be utterly burnt and destroyed, and in 
depriving both Arragon and Valencia of some of 
their mo^ ancient privileges. In July the party of 



C^ Charles was so strong in Italy» that he was pnh 
chimed Kmg at Naples; but his cau^ began to dc<- 
dine rapidly in Spain, fresh forces having aniYed 
from France, under the command of die Duke of 
Orleans, who invested and took Limosa, a strong and 
wtfl fivtified town in Catalonia, under the observance 
of the confederate sumy ; jret to counterbalance thia 
in some degree, the Imperialists, under Count Thaun 
in Italy, captured Oaeta by st<xm, viAiere they laid 
lK)id df aU die partisans of King Philip in that coun- 
try,and were thusoiabfed to secure Naples lor King 
Chsries. 

Sogreat was the discontent at home at this period^ 
i^^)ecting the conduct and isstie of the war, that very 
stnmg debates were held in both housesi yet nobody 
thought of givii^ up the cause, but each body oi the 
legislature came forward with an address to Queea^ 
Anne, ^ting their opkiion that no p»ce could be safe 
or hcmourable for the coundy, or for our aUies, whicbi 
''ould secure Spain and her colonies to the power of 
Pi^nce* They also recpiested her to call on ihe em** 
P^OTtosend some additimial and powerful reinforp9- 
^ents into Spain, under the command of Prince lSu«* 
E^ne, (the WcWngtim oi that day,) but the empertr 

[3] 
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appears almost to have neglected this remonstrance 
from our court, as he merely sent a few troops under 
Count Stahrcmberg. . 

It is also a curious fact, that the house of commons, 
after a long and close examination, addressed her ma- 
jesty complaining tliat there were then only 8,660 Bri- 
,tish troops in the Peninsula, instead of 30,000, the 
number voted ; to wliich the answer was, that nearly 
the whole number voted had been sent, but were now 
thus reduced in consequence of death and desertion. 

About the middle of 1708, after a long interval of 
quiet, the French captured Tortosa on the left bank 
of the Ebro ; an advantage counterbalanced by our 
conquest of Minorca on the 19th of August by Sir 
John Leake, and Major General Stanhope, with only 
3,264 men ; and, in November, Denia and Alicant 
again fell under the French arms. 

The siege of Alicant having been undertaken by 
tlie French, and conducted mosdy as a blockade for 
three months, they contrived at last to form a mine 
under the rock on which the castle stands,, which 
being partly blown up, the governor and several 
valuable officers lost their lives ; yet the castle held 
out nearly two months longer, and was only forced 
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to simender, but on honourable terms, after a siege 
ccHKlucted with great exertion. 

On the 27th of April another unfortunate defeat 
of the confederate troops took place on the banks of 
the river Caya, after which the Earl of Galway 
escaped with great difficulty ; but the Earl of Barry^ 
]Qpre» Major General Sankey, Brigadier Pearce, and 
two whole brigades, were made prisoners of war. 

Sc»ne negotiations about this time had taken place, 
by which it was stipulated that Charles III. should be 
acknowledged as the lawful Spanish monarch, and 
that the French army should evacuate that kingdom ; 
but Lewis XIV. after amusing himself with the ere- 
dulity of the allies, laughed at the treaty, and most 
shamefully evaded its signature, so that the war was 
recommenced, when Count Stahremberg, the impe- 
rial general, was lucky enough to capture fort Balla- 
guer, on the banks of Rio Scgre, in Catalonia, a 
strong post with a garrison of 700 men. 

The French ministry, in 1710, in order to amuse 
the allies, and to gain time, again made some pacific 
proposals, in which they oflFered to consent to a parti- 
tion of Spain ; but in this die allies knew them to 
be insincere; nor would they themselves, indeed, 
have agreed to it ; and, notwithstanding the GaUi<^ 



nadiinatiaRs, tiielide tif success began to turn in 
fevour of King Charles, Tvfcose anny, -commaodedby 
Cicnerd Stanhope, (ancestor t>f (be present Easi Stan* 
hope,) defeated King Wnlip at Almanera, ki Cata* 
knia, op ibc 16th of July, when the French, haying 
Ibst about 1,500 in killed and wounded, Were ofaligisd 
to retire to Lerida; tut, being closdy pursued hf 
ibt confederates, fell back upcm Saragossa« On the 
^Oth of the ensuing month, August, King Chaflcs 
being then with the army, another briHiant vfctorjr 
was obtained over King Philip near Saragossa, whidb 
city immediately opened its gates to the compieron; 
fuid so powerful did Charles then feel himself in Cas- 
tile, that he immediately superseded the form of go* 
vemment established hy Philip, restored the andeat 
rights of the Castilians, and reinstated their former 
magistrates. Indeed, the French power was at this 
juncture so weakened, that Hulip, not feeling him- 
self safe at Madrid, retired to Valladolid ; and the 
confederates marching towards the capital, Ceneral 
Stanhope advanced with ihe cav^ry, and took jpos- 
session of it on the 10th September, 1710. 

About a fortnight afterwards Charles made his qp< 
peaiancein his-capital; but soon found that the in- 
habitants wve more attached to his rival dian to him- 
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tIfM: lie MM left k, tkendfore, «bA pt«ed Ilk titK)]!! 
fift ^qaarters Id file southward of it, and Inliie vmmty 
dFTcftedo^ifi fuff confiilence diat, Aotiv^thstandBng 
tlie «9Biec^oii <X die capital, lie tnig^ fl&H fet 
mMed tofit)end^iriniiar tbuainlite ^eiy keait of 
C^l>ydieaid<^AePoitogiiese; hot they hairifig; 
^Bsi^Kymted him, and King Philip agaia oottectkig 
wmeloroes, ht waadUiged to wfire ink) jUragm, 
^^here, m tfab socceeding NoTcmberyM^oc GencMl 
lk»fliope,ii^&aBrkishforoeoCSgOOO«aeii atBiv 
fenega, was ampiiaed and made jifJaKmc f of war, by 
4eitneKpecled jo]ictton<£ the French mrf SpamA 
acnfiea. 

The imperial general, X)otmt ^farembei^ hear- 
ing 9S his danger, marched immediately to his ^ie^ 
btt was too late to prevent die^Ksaster ; he was for* 
tonate enough^ however, to fifll in i^di 4he enem^ 
tmder Kii^ Flulip and the Dttke cf Vendosmc, 
^fixnit cme kagne ^om Bribuega, when he brought 
iheia to action at ViUaviciosa, and defeated tiiem, 
ahbough their forces amounted to 25,000 men* Mtsr 
itm Stafareinberg advanced to Baragossa ; but, for 
some reason never exjdained, soon retired into Cata- 
lonia, diereby enaibUng Phjlip to return to Madnd, 
vAa^ i^ fiibabitailts received him with open arms ; 
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and, on the 16th December, Gerona, the key of Cai 
Calonia, was permitted to fall into the hands of th^ 
French anny, after a gallant resistance of six weeks,) 
80 that Charles was obliged to retire to Barcelona. 

This disastrous and unexpected tiun of the cam- 
paign naturally produced a great sensation at home : 
and in the commencement of 1711, the house of 
lords having entered into an inquiry on the cause of 
our losses, Lord Peterborough succeeded in throw- 
ing the blame upon the Earl of Galway, whilst he 
himself received public thanks. ^Instead, however, of 
sending him out again to Spain, he was appointed 
plenipotentiary to the Austrian court, and the Duke 
of Argyle was intrusted with the high commissions 
of ambassador extraordinary, and plenipotentiary, and 
ofccmunander in chief in Spain. These proceedings 
were followed up by a vote of the upper house, that the 
Earl of Galway, in yielding up the post of honour to 
the Portuguese at the battle of Almanza, had acted 
contrary to the honour of the - imperial crown of 
Great Britain. 

In Spain afl^drs began to take ^ more disastrous 

turn ; for in August, the Portuguese having entered 

into a separate negotiation with King Philip and the 

French court. King Charles found it necessary in the 

ensuing month to embark at Barcelona for Italy. On 
5 
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Ms anival in Italy, he was elected King of the Ro- 
mans, and Emperor of Germany; and, on being 
crowned at Frankfort on the 11th of December, 1711, 
seems to have given up all further thoughts of the 
^xmish crown. In order to do away some of the 
objections to his establishment on the throne of Spain, 
King Philip, now setfled at Madrid, published his re- 
nunciation of all claims to the succession of France ; 
and in September of the same year. Lord Lexington, 
having proceeded to Madrid to receive the fore-men- 
tioned renunciation, die English forces, then in Ca- 
tal(»iia, commanded by Brigadier Pearce, were em- 
barked on board the squadron under the orders of 
Sir John Jennings, who immediately proceeded for 
Minorca, where the colours of King Charles were 
haled down, and those of the English substituted in 
their stead. 

On the 5th of November the act of renunciation 
tock place in the presence of the English ambassador, 
and was repstered by the Cortes, and from that period 
we may consider the war at an end. 

To draw a parallel between those events and the 
transactions of a later date would here be premature ; 
but we shall have occasion to notice them more fiilly, 
and shall now proceed to the principal design of the 
work. 
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} OF THE MOST NOBLE 

MARaUIS WELLINGTON. 

r 

^ SECTION I. 

[.^fimioarf cbterrfttion— Anoient retpeetabilitr •€ the fittiily of CoHej, 
Dvw Welledej^BirtlK-MUitary edueatum— ProgreM to die vA of field 
offieer— Fint miliUty embarlutioa for Brittany^— ObaertatioDt—Joini the 
wrmj in PUndert— C«ptiire of Tournajy and aneedotes— Evaeiutian of 
Oaten d Jo^ciwia oondtiet of the Karl of MxArm^ASur at Alcpt— Aiiee- 
docea of Cienend Doyle— Condiiet of the French annj-^lBnuoD of Hol- 
laad-*-Afilitary aneedoCea— Gallant affidr at Boztel-^Meritorioos eoiidu«t , 
of the Goirenior of GraTe— Attack of the Waal— Gallant attach of th6 • 

. Tnyl'Bctreat through UoUand— Conduct of the Datcb— AffiOr at Mel- * 
teren, and gallant behaTioor of the dad regiment— Dreadfbl adlerings of < 
the army— Szemplar]r conduct of hia royal hSghneti the Duhe fof If^ 
-"-BvMQatieB ef IkOhnd-^Smbariurtion atBrtn^en^BetM 

IF example is more powerful than precept, no apology cau be 
.Beceesajy for a minute detail of great aod virtuoua actions; and 
ftere is perhaps no mode more generally useful aod efficacious 
lor the preservation and extension of that example, than in record- 
tog the biography of the great and good. 

Though the personal worth of the Marquis of WeUingUm is 
ilone sufficient to give splendour to nobilitj; yet the natural 
curiosity respecting the origin and family antiquity of such a 
toan induces us to take a slight sketch of his ancestors, who were 
<Hri|^nally English, being settled in the county of Rutland for 
time immemorial, luider the appellation of Cowley, Cooley^ or « 
Co2Iry,* as is now the modem mode of writing it 

* In GUditon ahoroh, Rotlandthire, there if a monnment of WsHer Colley* 
tt^ md Agneft hia wife. He was krd of the manor in 1407. 

4 
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In the reign of Henry Y III. ^hen many gendemen of bimly 
were induced, by royal grants, to emigrate to Irelfttd, tw» brtv 
thers of this family, Walter and Robert Cowley, estafaKsbed 
theraselres at Kilkenny, and w#re presented by the king, in bk 
22d year, with a grant of the office of clerk of the crown iD 
chancery, for and during their lives respectively. 

It is evident that both brothers had been brought up to the bar; 
for the younger became master of the rolls, and the eldest, 
FTottrr, ancestor of the present family, was appointed solicitor- 
general of Ireland in 1537; but having surrendered that office 
in 1546, he was two years afterwards raised to that of ewnrejot* 
genera] of that kii^dom. 

His eldest son. Sir Henry Colley, appean to have dedicated 
himself to the profesdon of arms ; for he held a commission &tND 
Q^een Elizabeth of captain in the army, from whom he alw re- 
ceived a warrant, in 1559, to execute martial law in the di^cts 
of Offaley, Carlmry, Sic* His conduct in this important con- 
: mission was so satisfactory, that he was soon after appointed i 
commissioner of array for the county of Kildare ; and dioseo 
representative for the borough of Thomastown in the coiiity tf 
Kilkenny in the parliametit of that year. He was litewBe 
knighted by Sir Henry Sidney, the lord depu^, and appointed 
a member of the privy council. 

This able statesman, by his Lady Catherine, who was a daugbter 
of Sir Thomas Cusack of Cussington, in the county of Meatb, 
liord Chancellor of Ireland, had three sons, of whom the secoodt 
Sir Henry, of Castle Carbury, was the immediate ancestor ef tbe 
present line. During his father's lifetime, and in the reigo d 
^een Elizabeth, he was constable, of Philipstown Fort, afte^ 
wards seneschal of the kiog^s county; and, in 1561, app<NOted , 
by the Earl of Sussex, the lord depu^, providore of the urmf » 
aimilar to the modem office of commissary-general. 

He married Anne, daughter of his grace, Adam Loftus, Arcb- 
bishop of Dublin, and his eldest son, Sir Henry CoUey, succeeded 
him at Castle Carbury, of whom we only find it recorded tb^ 
he married Anne, daughter and co-heiress of Christopher Pef- 
too, Esq. auditor-general of Ireland; and ^ eldest son, Dtd^ 
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€Mn/fOt Castle Caibary, Esq. havii^ distiiiguiflhed himself 
much iathe royal cause, was appoiated an officer in the army by 
Kkg Charles II. soon after the Restoratiop, and had also a g raot 
and confirmatioD of the lands of Ardkill and CollingstowQ in KU« 
dare. He was also a member of parliament for Philipstown. 
This Dudley married AnDc, daughter of Henry Warren of 
Grangebeg, in the county of Kildare, Esq. and had a numerous 
iamily by her, of whom Henry was his successor; and a daugh- 
ter Elizabeth married Ganet Wellesley (or Wesley) of Dangan, 
in the county of Meath, Esq. a family of ancient Saxon extraction* 
beiqg settled In the county of Sussex* 

This Henry Colley, Esq. by his marriage with Mary, only 
daughter of Sir William Usher, of Dublin, knt left a nur^erous 
£uiHly : and his youngest son, Richard CoUey^ was the first who 
adopted the name of Wellesley, as heir to his first cousin, Gar- 
ret Wesley, of Dangan, who left him all his estates on conditio^ 
of his taking the name and arms of that family, all which was 
granted, and recorded in the herald^s office, &c. in 1728. He 
appears to have held several offices under the crown : was au- 
ditor and registrar of the royal hospital of Kilmainham, second 
chamberlain of the court of exchequer, sheriff of the county of 
Meath in 1734, and member of parliament for the borough of 
Trim in the same year. .In consideration of his public services, 
his majesty George II. was pleased to create him a peer of Ire- 
land, by the title of Baron of Momiogton, in 1 747. He married 
Elizabeth, daughter of John Sale, L. L. D. registrar of the dio- 
eess of Dublin, and representative io parliament for the borou^ 
of Carysfort ; and his eldest son. Garret^ having succeeded him 
m Ins barony, was soon after, in 1 760, created Viscount Wellesley 
and Earl of Momington, having before that held the office of 
custos rotulorum of the county of Meath. He married Anne, 
eldest daughter of the right honourable Arthur Hill, Viscount 
Dungannoo, and had issue, the present Marquis of Wellesley, 
William, now Wellesley Pole, in consequence of inheriting the 
esutes of William Pole, of Ballffin, Esq. Abthur, the subject 
of our present biography, and several other children. 

The first eail having died whilst a great part of his family were 
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jet in their id&ncy, a moit important care derived n|Mi 
amiable mother, wbose prudent and energetic conduct 
the obstacles attendant upon an impaired state of fortttiie;t 
trom causes which it had been impossible to counteract It 
been well said, that her wise and liberal economy, in 
tioQ with the energies of an actire and well informed miad* 
snpi^ed not only the deficiencies of fortune, but also Att lo 
a latlier. It must be confessed, indeed, that touch of tbii 
to do good on the part of Lad j Momington arose from Uie 
I generous and liberal conduct of the present marquisi wIkh 
a magnanimitj and fraternal conduct which must always 
to his honour, gave up the entire management of the famil^r 
to her guidance ; and, though in the hejdaj of youth, n^ 
taibmitted cheerfully to those prudential restraints whidi Itt pi 
rental care suggested, but actually paid off ill his father** faUji 
out of an honourable regard to his memory. 

AftTHOB, the subject of our present biography, was beta 
Bangan, near Dublin, on the Ist of May, 1709 : and at wm 
age was sent to Eton, that he might receive the benefit of s|d| 
lie education f and, as he had chosen the army for his 
be afterwards went, at the close of the American war, to A9gln| 
in France, b order that he might acquire the theory of mfttail 
science in that celebrated school, then under the direction tf '" 
much esteemed Pigntrdy who has long been considered 
Vauban of modem warlike architecture and engineering. 

While pursuing his studies here, he recdred his commisrfaaV' 
ensign, the 2dth December, 1787, and, at the age of twen^ 
fhree, be bore the rank of captain in the 18th regiment of 1^ 
dragoons, from which corps, on the 30th of April, 1703, hs ml 
appointed to the majority of his present regiment, the 33d, ft 
die room of Major Gore, who then resigned. 

In this junior raiA of field-officer he did not long renaifi> 
availed himself of his seniority to purchase fa succesi^on M^ 
Lieutenant Colonel ToA^e, who resigned his commission in thtj 
regiment ; and his appointment to<A place on the 30th SepteoAe^ 
1793. 

Lieutenant Colonel Wellesley, now scarcely four and twsDl|^ ( 
1 



piped te acdveier?k)e under hi^ gaHaat couotrTnian the £aA 
]foii% and earij in 1794 tnw actually embarked ivitb that 
vkidi wti ietended to have erected the standard of loyalty 
Bnttany ; but the fate of the Netherlands and of Flaoden wa5 
I aoooer decided by the unfortiuiate iafue of the early part of the 
Bipaign af diat year, under hia royal highness the Duke of 
iariL, than has Iwdflfaip was ordered to proceed with his little 
toy io Ostefid. 

After tte surrender of Toumay, indeed on the very day on 
the capitulation waa signed, his royal highness was obliged 
lArandon Ins position near Oudenarde, and to retire towards 
Mwerp ; to which city be sent his nek and wounded. The 
innnediately to^ possession of Oudenarde, and, most for- 
Mely tor themselvQS, were there suppHed, as well as at Tour- 
If , wiA luge quan^des both of militmry stores and provisioDs, 
r want of which they must otherwise have soon been in extreme 



MA thia ef«ntfol period, the little army under the Earl of Moira 
riiped tl Ostend ; and his lordship, haTing got intelligence of 
perilous situation of his royal bighnesifs forces, soon found 
fl s eesaa yy to call a council of war, ia which it was considered 
it would tend more to the ultimate safety of the British army 
iproeeed immediately to its reKef, than to risk the chance of a 
iage, wliich the French would certainly undertake ; and io which 
^en the bravest and most protracted defence of the garrison, 
Aiiplthe French were presriogon die duke with such an im- 

fadfig force, would uot tend in the slightest degree to make a 

puversion in his laTour* 

; The Earl of Moira himself and his small force had oow to pro* 
Mi 1^ land to die Biitiah head-quarters in the face of a superior 
May ; he had taken care, however, with the most admirable de- 
;i«e of nARtary preobion, to secure a communication, and to en* 
ne his junction with tiiat part of the allied army under General 
Clairfayt ; and the rapidity of the march fortunately exposed 
tatUng to chance, though the French general had orders to strike 

p the corps at all events, and had taken every preliminary 
lar that purpose. 
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T hough the eyacuatioD did not take place until the 1 at of JaJH 
yet Lord Moira had poshed on so fast with the maiii body of 
little force, that» oo the 29th of June, he had arrived at M; 
ooly four miles from Bruges, oo the way to Oheot. 

On this route he received a letter from the Duke of Ti 
(which had come round by Sluyi in consequence of great psti 
the country being in possesnon of the enemy,) desiring him to 
bark his whole army, and to join him at Antwerp ; but the 
ceedin^ were too far advanced to execute this order, 
aiter he received another pressing order to march by Sluya 
Sas de Grand, the Bruges road appearing impracticable to 
royal highness, and thus to join the British army more 
than the passage by sea would allow. Feeling himself comp] 
now justified in his course of proceedings, this prudent and 
defatigable officer had, after a most tedious and difficult mai 
and encountering continual dratacles, reached the town of Ahf% 
but such had been the previous sufferings of his troops, that, fi|)|' 
their leaving Ostend until their gaining that position, they i«fl 
without baggage or tents, and exposed through all their rouiyy 
the inclemency of a wet and unhealthy season. 

Presuming on the fatigue they had endured, and trusting t| 
their consequent weariness, the French attacked them on the flfc 
of July. The piquets being driven in, they penetrated into 4l 
town; but, upon his lordship advancing with a reinforcemiA 
the edemy retreated in confusion. 

Though the name of Lieutenant Colonel Wellesley was at 
mentioned particularly in this affair, we have been given to m 
derstand that he (although hb own regiment was embarked) tal 
accompanied the army on thdr march, and commanded a covo 
iog party in the rear, on which service he was highly instne 
mental in the repulse of the French army upon this occasion. 

Two days after this action, on the 8th of July, Lord.Moin 
effected a junction with the Duke of York. Soon after the Eat 
of Moira resigned his command, and returned to England. 

During the progress of the retreat of his royal highnett, tti 
French having passed the morass at Piel, deemed an insuperatt 
barrier between the contending powers, a sudden attack wtf 
made upon all the posts on the right of the Britbh army oo the 
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14di of Sq>teiiiber, when that of Boxtel, the most adraoced, was 
forced, with a kws of 1,500 of the troops of Hesse Darnistadt, 
who were completely- surroaoded and cut off* The possesskm of 
Boxtel by the eDemy reodMog the whole line of posts uotenable, 
IS it completely commaDded the riyer Dommel, which runs im- 
rndBately into the town by Fort Isabella, the commander in 
chief thought it absolutely necessary to retake it, and for that 
purpose detached the reserve, composed of the brigade of guards, 
and 12th, 33d, 42d, and 44th regiments of the line, wldi cavalry 
sod artillery. At daybreak on the 15th, General Abercrombie 
haring reconnoitred, found the enemy so strongly postedi, that he 
(fid Dot venture to risk the attack without positive- orders; 
and, upon sending back to }pB royal highness for instructions, he 
VIS desired to persist in the attack, but not to proceed further 
than he thought prudent 

In front, and inclining to the left of Abercrombie's corps, 
lUeh bad advfmced through Schyndel, was a plain, skirted by a 
Ibi^ plantation of firs, in which the French had constructed se- 
nnl masked batteries. The Coldstream regiment had been left 
on f^net at £rp, a village on the river Aa, between Bois le 
Due and Helmont The cavalry, 1st and 3d guards, with the 
33d and 44th regiments of the line, pushed on towards the point 
of tttack, the 12th and 42d remaining in reserve on and near 
SdijndeL Some French hussars showed themselves boldly on 
tbe level ground, as a lure to the British cavalry; and, retreat- 
log before them, dispersed when they had drawn our unwary 
Bfudrons within reach of their batteries, which immediately 
opeoiog upon them, they sustained some loss before they could 
poatbly fall back. General Abercrombie having little doubt, by 
thi time, of the proximity of the French grand army, and con- 
ning he had obeyed his orders in the fullest extent, by ad- 
▼ifidog as far as prudence would justify, determined to recall his 
^'oops, and to retreat within the British lines of encampment. 
About one hundred were killed and wounded during the affair; 
«nd although the British retired in very good order, yet the nar- 
'otness of the road had caused a regiment of Irish light dra- 
ff^ to throw the Ift guards into Fom^ confusion. Taking ad- 



82 

vantage of Qus delay, the euemy'B aquadronB advanced in 61 
force ; but fortunately the ikifty4kird were formed in the lea; 
when their gallant leader, with great judgment and prompdta^ 
caused them to q>en, and permit the dragoons to pass tiiroa^ 
when instantly wheeling up into line, they threw in a few 
and well directed volleys into the thickest of the assailant^ wbtt 
obliged them to retreat with precipitatioo, and thereby enafaU 
General Abercrombie to complete his retreat without fiirther m 
lestation. 

On the 2d of December, his royal highness the ThAti 
York being recalled, the command of the alKed armies devoM 
upon^the Hanoverian General Walmodeo; and on the 30tii4 
December, 1 704, the head-quarters being then at Amheim, sn 
tack was meditated on the enemy; for which pnrpooe a 
was formed of ten battalions of British infantry, of which the 
was one, under Major General Lord Cathcart, Major 
Gordon, and Lieutenant Colonel Mac Rensie; six squadron^ 
light cavalry, and one hundred and fifty hussars, under M^ 
General Sir Robert Lawrie; the loyal emigrant corps, and 
battalions and four squadrons of Hessians, under Migor Otaei! 
de Wurmb : the whole being commanded by Major General ft 
vid Dundas. 

This respectable force was divided into three columns. Tk 
left column to attack by the dike : the centre to attack in sQ^t 
manner as to keep the church of Werdeoberg upon its left wiqp 
juid the right column, consisting of four British battalions, id 
the Rohan hussars, to keep their left wing appyyS to the YBA 
to turn Tuyl, and to attack it in the rear. 

Lord Cathcart found the road by which his column wu * 
march bo impracticable, that, being obliged to make a grett ^ 
tour, he could not come up in time; and General Dundas findfa^ 
at his arrival near Werdenberg, that the enemy had abandstfl 
it during the night, he thought it advisable to push on with ^ 
other two columns, and to begin the attack immediately ofH 
Tuyl. 

This attack was executed witli such gallantry and spiHtlf 
ihe troops, tlmt, notwithstanding the natural strength of this po^ 



83 

{Uie abattis of frail trees, that the enemy had eooatracted, the bat- 
teries of the town of Boniniel, which flanked the approach, and 
the immense number of the defenders, yet it was soon carried, 
fUid the encnij driven across the river, (then everywhere passa- 
Ue CD the ice,) with a considerate loss. Four pieces of cannon 
^ were taken; and the whole detachment received tlie highest 
praise, not only for their spirited conduct in the execution of the 
enterprise, but ako for the patience and perseverance with which 
fhey encountered the immense fatigues and hardships, consider- 
ably enhanced by the cold and severity of the season. 

The success of the whole was so far complete as thus to oblige 
Ihe invaders to recross the Waal. 

Notwithstanding the advantages gained on the 3l6t of Decem- 
ber, yet, as the frost was still increasing, it was judged expedient 
Hnt General Dundas^s corps should fall back uponXiingen, leaving 
M4K>Bts upon the Waal ; a movement which was executed on the 
jigfat of the 3d of January. 

The severity of the weather still increasing, the enemy were 
iodiified, on the 4th, to recross the Waal near BommeL Th« 
idfanced posts of the allies were immediately driven in, and 
Toyl fell into the hands of the assailants. €reneral Dundas, not- 
withstanding, still thought that he should be able to defend Met- 
leten, and thus to check the fiirther progress of the enemy; but 
ihe advanced posts of the Hessians, nearest to his post, having^ 
been obliged also to foil back, the commander in chief, in concert 
with the other principal officers, thought it prudent to send oi^ 
den to him, and also to General Dalwick, to unite their detach- 
Bents immediately, and at daybreak of the 5th, to make a vigor- 
<Mii attack upon the enemy to drive them across the Waal. 

Bat about two in the afternoon of the 4th, the French attacked 
^ post at Mctteren about a mile in front, where part of the 33d 
I'cgiiiieot, with a piquet of eighty cavalry and two curricle' 
|U08 were posted; their superior number, and their dispositioo 
lo sorround this brave little detachment, soon made it necessary 
^ Ul back on the other part of the regiment, which was sup- 
pnted with two howitzers^ In this difficult movement, they 

5 
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veife very hard pressed by a large body of the enemgr's 
that galk^p^ along the road with great vivacity. 

The troops having beforehand been in an alert dtuatloQ, til 
village of Geldermalsen was soon covered by the 42d and 78dlt 
when the whole of the 33d took its place in the line of deieiM^^ 
and the other troops were in reserve on the opposite dike of life 
Lingen, that river being completely frozen, and everywhfli! 
passable. 

In the early part of thb affair, Colonel Wellesley and his 
Ue band must have displayed great activity; but the charge 4 
the superior body of the enemy was so impetuous, both oa 
cavalry and infantry, that at first they had the advantage, and 
is even said, had taken the two curricle guns; but the reserte 
the 33d coming up, the guns were retaken, and the eoemy 
pulsed, so as to allow of Uie gallant few falling back widi 
larity on the main body. 

The enemy still persevering in their attack, and being m 
inforced, advanced on the village of Geldermalsen, both in 
and flank; but after a great deal of musketry firing, for 
an hour, were everywhere repulsed by the steadidesB of 
troops, and forced to retire* 

The violence of the frost having now converted the 
country into a kind of plain, which thereby afforded the 
facilities to the French army in all their movements, Oea^! 
Dundas thought it necessary to fall back during the night upi 
fieuren, where General Dalwick was already stationed. 

This circumstance, and the excessive fatigue which the troqp 
Jiad undergone in those operations, at a season of the year, laA 
in situations, in which they were often obliged, from want of c* 
tonmentB, to pass the night without cover, determined the 
mander in chief to take up a position behind the Leek, exteocBl 
from Cuylenberg to Wageningen. 

Another reason for this movement, was a march made fagrt 
considerable column of the enemy, attended by a large tnSi^. 
arUUery towards Gorcum ; whilst their attack upon the r%kt 
combined with an attempt upou Tbiel, evidently indicated t 
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ttgaiaje plan of op«raiioQ8, ereo during the tererUy of the 
weather. 

la the mean time a partial change took place in the morementa 
of the British ; for a very considerable and sn^dden thaw haTing 
come on opoo the 6th, which offered a prospect of still preserving 
kbe posiUoQ upon the Waal, it was judged proper that the troops 
«hi<^ had not jet crossed the Leek should remam in the cantoo- 
ments they then occupied, and that the rest should again more 
(Mrward. 

On thb occasion Uentenant General AbercromUe and Msjor 
General Hammerstein, with the greatest part of their corps, and 
KHDe Austrian battalions, were to hare bc^iun thdr march upon 
Tbiel, and towards Bommel upon the 7th; and General Dnndas's 
corps received orders in consequence, to occupy Bensen, and the 
be%hts near it, on the 8th, in order that they mif^ cooperate 
tilh the former detachments. 

Notwlthstandiog the severity of the weather, it was extremely 
fifaangeaUe; and it had haf^ened very unfortunately that the 
tmt set In again most unexpectedly; but as the troops were at 
teidy put in motion, and counter orders nd|^t have prevented a 
CQobination, from the extent of the line. General Dundas having 
tMen^led his coips, with a seal and exertion both on his part 
iDd that of the different commanding officers, which drew forth 
tbe highest praise from the commander in chief; he proceeded 
towttds Benreu on the morning of the 8th, having detached in ad- 
WMe two battalions, who were afterwards to have marched upon 
Thiel, to cooperate in the attack upon that place. On their ar- 
^M at Beuren, they found all the BriUsh posts upon the Un- 
gen driven ki, and the enemy in force near Beuren; but as soon 
^ more troops came up. Lord Cathcart was sent forward in ad- 
^uice, and soon drove back the enemy, with great loss, beyond 
GeWennahcn. 

' The retreat dT the British army was still, however, absohitely 
^'^cessttry, but under circumstances of the most horrible suffer- 
ing) which cannot be rehited better than in the words of an eye^ 
irttoess. 

'' On the Idth of January we marched at the appointed hour; 
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and, after a very laborious joumey, about three o'clock io tUe af- 
teroooD reached the vei^e of ao immeose desert, called the Wfr 
law, when, mstead of havii^ a restiog place for the olght, as «e 
expected, we were iaformed that we had fifteen miles fiirtter li 
go* Upon this information many b^an to be very much dejed- 
ed, and not without reason ; for several of us, besides suffering fe 
severity of the weather, and fatigue of the march, had neither 
eat nor drank any thing, except water, that day. 

^< For the first three or four miles such a dismal prospeGi 8f> 
peared as none of us was ever witness to before ; a bare sandy dft- 
sert, with a tuft of withered grass, or solitary shrub, here aai 
there. The wind was excessively high, and drifted the snow aol 
sand together so strong, that we could hardly wrestle agaioat iC: 
to which was added a seventy of cold almost insufferable. Tk 
fixMt was so intense, that the water which came firom our ejei^ < 
freezing as it fell, hung in icicles to our eyelashes ; and oar 
breath, freezing as soon as emitted, lodged in heaps of ice nbo^ 
our faces, and on the blankets or coats that were wrapped 
our beads. 

^ Night approaching fost, a great number, both men and 
began to linger behind, their spirits being qoite exhausted, aal 
without hope of reaching their destination; and if they once M 
sight of the colunm of march, though but a few moments, it bcbi 
dark, and no track to follow, there was no chance of fiodlag i 
again. In this state numbers were induced to sit down, or cteqp 
under 4he shelter of bushes, where, weary, sfuritless, and wU^ 
out hope, afew moments consigned them to sleep ; but, alast wli» 
ever slept waked no more ; their blood instantly congealed in ^bA 
veins, the spring of life soon dried up ; and if ever they opebod 
their eyes, it was only to be sensible of the last moments of tbek 
miserable existence. 

^ Others, sensible of the danger of sitting down, but having kit 
the column, wandered up and down the pathless waste, surrouoA* 
ed with darkness and despair ; no sound to comfort their eats 
but the Meak whistling wind ; no sight to bless their eyes but tfaa 
wide trackless waste, and * shapeless drift ;' far from bumao be^ 
|kr from pity, down they sunk—- to rise no more T 



Tbe'Bufleriags of the British army, at this period, were Indeed 
grent in (he extreme. Remoyiog the skk in wagods without 
sufficient clothing to keep them warm, in that rigorous season, 
bad sent some hundreds to their graves; wliilst the shamefiil neg- 
kct that then pervaded all the medical departmeats had rendered 
(foe bospitals nothing better than slaughter-houses. 

"Withoat covering, without attendance, and even without clean 
straw, and sufficient shelter firom the weatlier, they were thrown 
together in lieaps, unpitied and unprotected, to perish by conta- 
gioo, wldlrt legions of vultures, down to the stewards, nurses, and 
their numberless dependants, pampered their bodies, and filled 
their pockets with the nation's treasure. 

Though the suiTerfaigs which Colonel Wellesley must now 
have endured were great in the extreme, in common with the 
whole army, yet these were to him a school of experience; and 
be has ever since ^ected his best attentions to the comfiNi of 
his troops, whose conduct) under the most trying circumstances, 
have always tended to their glory. 

At this period the diminished British army had every iUh 
advantage to encounter ; for through the activity of the French 
commanders, and the inhospitable feelings of the Dutch, wliose 
hatred was never concealed when they had Mr and safe oppor- 
tmiides ef madfesthig it, they were totally unable to make any 
thing like a determined stand. On the 27th of January, 1705, 
tbey were able to reach Deventer, after one of the most fatiguing 
and distressing marches which perhaps was ever experienced by 
a retreating army. Here, then, they fondly hoped to enjoy some 
little respite firom their sufferings, and from the absolute necessity 
of the most sedulous attention ; for, notwithstanding all their suf- 
ferings, such had been their. courage and perseverance, as to en* 
able them in the midst of their arduous trials to convey with 
•ftiety to this rendezvous all the ammunition and military stores, 
vtiUeiy, and implements of war of all descriptions belonging to 
Aearmy. 

Further than this, however^ from the unwillingness of the coun- 
^ people to supply them with cattle and wagons, and from the 
npid diminutioB of their strength, 4bey were unable to convey 



3a 

them, and were therefore obHged to destroy great part to prereiU 
their faUiog into the hands of the enemj, whose rapid approach 
made it necetearj to evacuate Deveater on the 29ttL 

On the 10th of July they were able to cross the yecht,aod 
two days after to reach the £m8 ; still pursued by a harasdog 
enemy, who, however, never dared to attadi them seriousty until 
the 24th of the month, when a large and superior body of the 
French army came up with the rear. An action immediately 
took place ; but our littk band displayed such firmnen that the 
assailants were totally'unable to make any impression upon them, 
and were obliged to allow them to resume their march, and to 
pursue it unmolested into the country of Bremen, where the 
kindness of the German boors formed a most pleasing contrait to 
the sullen apathy, or more spiteful enmity of the Dutch. 

During the whole of this arduous retreat. Lieutenant Colonel 
WeUesley, at the head of three battalions, bad covered all tin 
movements; and, even under circumstances of the greatest sirf 
roost peculiar difficulty, acted in such a manner as to excite titf 
lyplause of all> and to gain the approbation ot his superiors. 



-SECTION II. 

ArriTftl in Indiar— Fkxgeeted attempt on ManilUe— Ezpeoted Vtr in tbe Ca^ 
aatk— Ptefiminaiy obierratioiiB— Beligious eiutomi atxl mannera of tlie 
UiiMloo»~PolEtieal state of •ooiety— Tippoo SnHaim'a potittos — Hit oegotaa- 
fitDt with Fraoee — ^French troops landed at MaDgalore— Governor Ge- 
«enl*sr^M0Bfl for engagbg in the wai^— Insidioas oonduct of the Suttaon-* 
Formatioa of the army for the Mysore-^Nizam's subsidiary contingent put 
vnder die separate oommand of Colonel TVellesley — Anecdotes of lieute- 
nant GeAerai Hsirrit— Advance of the army-skirmishes and atUeks of the 
enemy — Battle of MaUaTelli— Advance to Seringapatam— Siege 6[ that 
impartayit ei^ and foitreit— BriUiant attacks aonducted hy Colonel WeUea> 
ley-^Af5dr of the Noltannpettah— Storm and surrender— Anecdotes of 
forlorn hope, See.— Anecdotes of Colonel Dunlop— Tippoo's conduct and 
fhQ— Anecdotes of General Sir David Baird— Discovery of Tippoo^shody-^ 
Aneedotes of Tippoo Sultaun— Anecdotes of the Storm— Changes in the 
Hyaore government— Tippoo^s sons sent prisoners to YeUore, and the 
tiglUfol Ri^jah reinstated on the throne of his ancestors— -Treasure found 
in the palace» kc— Beneficial consequences of the fall of Tippoo— Grati- 
tude of the army to Lord Momington, and his exemplary self denial— 
CtailTant and judicious oonduet of Colonel WeDealey against Dhoondia Wavijh 
«~Battle of Cona^uUy &«. See. Im. 

A NEW era now arrived in vbich the splendid abilities of 
Cokwel Wellesley had an opportunity of being brought forward, 
his brother, the Earl of Momington, (now Marquis of Wellesley,) 
bdng appointed to the high and important station of governor 
graeml of our oriental empire, whither the colonel, with his own 
regiment, . accompanied him; and they arrived at Kedgeree at> 
the Hiottth of the Ganges, on board the Yirginie frigate, on the 
17tfa of May, 1708, when the governor general proceeded for 
Calcutta, went through the usual ceremonies, and took on him 
the exectttioo of his arduous office. 

The Spanish war having then been commenced, an attack on 
tbdr settlements at the Philippine Islands was determined oi^ 
and a large force not only assembled, but partly embarked for 
thai service, in which Colonel Wellesley would have enjoyed a 
high oommand ; but the intrigues of the French with the native 
princes of India, obliged the governor general Co change his plans 
OD the instant, and reserve his troops for ftie defence of the 
British territories. 
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Notwitbstanding the friendly protestations of Tijppoo SultauD, 
the experience of the campaigns under the Marquis of Com- 
vallis had shown that the loss of the Coimbatoor country and 
other districts, and even of many of hip liill forts in the Mysore, 
had produced no steady eflfect on his mind, and he seemed to fear 
nothing whibt he possessed his capital $ the Earl of Momington, 
therefore, determined on decisive measures ; and the reduction of 
Seriugapatam was considered as an object of the first considera- 
tion. 

The important operations which now took place in India ^^ 
quire a few preliminary lines. 

Tippoo Sultaun, impelled by his rooted enmity to the Britidi 
nation, had already despatched two ambassadors, who embarked 
at Mangalore for the Isle of France, and arrived at that island to- 
wards the close of January, 1 798. These ambassadors were le* 
ceived publicly and formally by the French government, with 
every circumstance of distinction and respect ; and they were 
entertained at the public expense during their continuance da 
the island. 

Previous, indeed, to the arrival of the ambassadors in fbsl 
island, no idea, nor even rumour, existed there of any aid to be 
iurnished to Tippoo by the French, or of any prospect (^ a war 
lietween that prince and the company ; but, within two days after 
their arrival, a proclamation was issued by the governor general, 
stating that an embassy had arrived with letters from Tippoa 
Sultaun, addressed not only to the government of the Isfe of 
France, but to the executive directory at home, proposing to coih 
elude an offensive and defensive alliance, to subndize whatever 
troops France might send to his assistance, and to commence 
against British India a war, for which the Sultaun was described 
as fully prepared ; and stating at the same time that he was wait- 
^ig with anxiety the moment when the assistance of France riioaM 
enable him to satbfy his ardent desire of expelling the British 
nadon from that country. 

Such a proclamation wa3 no doubt very impditic, as giving 
full warning to England of what she might expect, and tberefagr 
enabling the Company's servants in India to be upon their guards 
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for the pn>eIamalioQ soon found its way to Calcutta; but as ft 
concluded by offering encouragement to the subjects of Franee^ 
to enter into the service of Tippoo Sultaun, on terms to be fixed 
▼kh his ambassadors then on the spot, it is likely the governor 
thought a lull development necessary to encourage the plan in 
view of vaiskig men* 

Tippoo Sttltaun, tlierefore, having actually concluded these 
oflfeadve and defensive engagements with France, then our ene- 
Bj; having permitted the French tro(^ to land publicly at 
Mangalore, and having thus collected by Uieir aM a force openly 
destined to carry those engagements into effect; having also ap- 
plied to the directory of France for a more powerful force, des- 
tiaed to the same end ; and having also declared that the delay 
tf the meditated blow proceeded from no other cause ^an his 
expectation of receiving further aid firom the enemy; the Earl 
if Momington conceived himself perfectly justified in asserting 
Ikat the Sultaun had most flagrantly violated the treaties existing 
between him and the Company, and that he had actually com- 
■ilted an act of direct hostHity and aggression against the Bri- 
tibii govsnunent in India. 

Ib addltkm to this, the governor general had received nndoabt*' 
ed inteU%;ence that Tippoo had for some time previous been en- 
tifely emplo]^ed in military preparations, in perfect conformity 
vkhtfae hoedle spirit of his engagements with our inveterate ene» 
■y; that the greatest part of his army was in a state of equip* 
■eat for the field; and that a oonsideraUe portion of it was ae- 
toaOy encamped under his personal command. 

All this, however, was in direct opposition to the communica* 
teis firom T^poo himself; for he had not then attempted to 
aUQge even the pretext of a grievance against the British go* 
voMMOt ; and erven in his letteit to Sir John Shore, now Lord 
Tdpmroutb, whilst his ambassadors were actually at the Isle of 
Fiance, nay, dated on the very day on which the Ftench force 
indad at M angalore, he declared that «< his Mendly hfearl wan 
disposed to pay every regard to truth and justice, and to strength- 
^ the ftondatioos of hutnony and concord hetwoea Ae two na- 
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tions ;*' and he concluded with e^preMing a desire that Sfar Jolm 
would' impresB Lord Moroingtoo with a sense of the frienddilf 
abd unaaiinity so firmly subsisting between the two states. I/>nl 
Momington was fortunately not to be cajoled by these pacific d^ 
clarations ; but considering the act of Tippoo Suitaun^s ambai w * 
dors, ratified by himself, and followed up by the admisrfon of a 
French force into his army, as equivalent to a public, unquali- 
fied, and unambiguous, declaration of war, he determined on aa 
immediate attack upon his capital, as demanded by the soondeat 
maxims both of justice and policy, and as the best and aural 
means of frustrating the execution of his unprovoked and uXh 
warrantable projects of ambition and revenge. 

The departure of the large force destined for MahilU^ itw«i 
ailerwards ascertained, would have proved a signal to the watieb- 
ful vengeance of Tippoo to invade the Camatic, even withavl 
waiting for the aid of a French force, the assistance -of whidl 
did not appear necessary to him during the contemplated Jh 
sencc of such a considerable portion of our army. * 

The whole proposed plan of operation became, thereCm; 
necessarily change<l, and the Madras army, under UeutenaiA 
General Harris, was concentrated at Yellore, in the Gatnatie; 
but, from the unavcndable delays in providing the neoeasiiy 
equipments for so large a force, it was not in a ceodiUon ts 
begin iU march before the 11th of February, 1709. The ooB- 
tingent of the Nizam, amounting to about 6,000 of the Cotm 
pany's troq>s, under the command of Colonel Roberta, and 6ab> 
sidized by his highness, together with t)ie same number of hh 
own native infantry, marched from Hyderabad, under the cott* 
mand of Bleer Alhim Bahauder, and had arrived at CidttoM; 
even before General Harris was ready to march from VeUove. 

In order to give the Nizam's force the utmost respectabflitT', 
the commander in chief not only streogtheoed it with some «f 
the Company's battalions, but appointed the 33d regiment to jcda 
it, giving the general command of the British force thus aerrii]^ 
to Colooel Wellesley. 

This arrangement, which was highty pleasing to Meer Alhoa, 
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ri(kd greatly to the confidence of Ids troops, and tended much 
to reader them essendallj useful. 

Colonel Wellesley had thus under his command the irbole of 
the Nizam's detachment, forming the reserve <rf the army, and 
comprising his own regiment the 33d, the 1 1th, part of the 2d 
and 4(h, two battalions of the 1 si Bengal regiment, two brigades 
of artUlery, the T^izam's infantry commanded by Captain Mal- 
cofan, and the cavalry of the same prince commanded by their 
Ota native ojQ&cer, Mecr AUuin. Along with these he had a 
distinct staff; and the cavalry alone amoantedto 6,000 men ; the 
whole army under General Harris being returned 36,950 fighting 
men, all well equipped, amply and liberally supplied, excellent 
b discipline, and never surpassed by any army ever formed m 
lodia, in the eUil and ability of the officers in all departments. 

It must be confessed, indeed, that the expedition was bcguD 
oader untoward circumstances, for the cumbrous baggage and 
mmerous attendants on the Nizam fi>rce, as well as that of the 
Enopean troops, the hnmeose quantity of public storea and pro- 
▼idbns, the long train of ordnance, with above forty thousand 
Beigarres, formed altogether such a hoM as not to admit of bo- 
log covered by the dfective force ; ao that if Tippoo had em- 
^ed his powers, with the miKUry dull which he was sup- 
^pmA to possess, he might, without hazarding an engagement, by 
demltoiy skirmishes, distant cannonades, and other hostile move* 
Bients, luore so harassed the infUntryy and weakened the cavalry, 
diait a great part of the baggage, stores, and ammunition, would 
piobably have fallen into his hands, and the army have thus beea 
Sieady impeded in its march to the place of desUnation, particu- 
larly as the rainy season was then near settuig in* 

The commander hi chief, Lieutenant Ceoeral Harris, having 
detendned to advance to Seringt^tam, by the route of Talgaut- 
poram and Cankanelli, the march commenced at daybredL oft 
the iQtb of March, 1700. The cavalry were in advance, the 
bagpge on the right, and the detachment under Colonel Wdlea- 
lejr, whicb had marched by the left, moved parallel at seme di»> 
tece on the ri^ flank of die army. 
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Eftt 00 die fost day's tAvmict, the eneny itegaa to 
them. Parties of their horse were ia mil diredaons, toad were ooli 
only active in bvrdog the forage, and destroTiiig die TlQage% 
but had even the andacitj to attack Coldbel WeilesieT^ rev 
guardt coDristiDg of a compaoy of Sepojv. Of Hiese tweotj 
werekilled upon the spot, aod Lieutenant Re]rD•ld^ aad thiit^- 
six woundedi hut the commanding officer tdcbg prompt stepa^ 
tbsj were immediatelj repalsed. 

On the lOths after a fatiguing march thrtmgh a comitrjr foH «! 
jungles and defiles, lotd^ence was leeeiTed dmt the ara^ ^ 
Tippoo had advanced to ADagoor, a village near Sultaaqpettahl 
aod on the 28th, the left wiog and fbt eavaliy haying enca ny ad l 
close to a pass aboat seven miles from Cankanelli^ the ri|^ wen 
advanced to Arravnlly, aod Coftmel WeUedey's divisWm took 
wp its ground at seaie distance in the rean 

On the 23d, after securii^ several posts aod passes of igyas t 
ance,therigbtviogof the CAvaky marched from AchiUaadc** 
camped at Saltannpettah, the left wing and the battering ixalm 
advancing to AchU, while Colonel WeUeslejr, with his detaafci 
nent, marched from Cadunelli, and encampod in front of tbejo^ 
rVf 9 and the village of AUagoor, from whence the Snkaim's aro^. 
had retired. Eiirly on the morning of the daf « as the coleosl 
and ills advance aj^roached SuHaunpettah, a cloud of dust lo 
the westward evidently denoted that the army of Tippoo wak 
then in motion, and it afterwards appeared that it had just ^pdl* 
ted its position on the westward bank of the Maddoor river, aod 
had encamped at Mallavelly. As the movements from this date 
led to an action in wlpch the coh>iiel had an ogportuaity oC 
greatly distiogoisbing himself, we shall notice them more ml* 
nuldy from the observations of an eyewitness. 

Funning their march, the right wing, the cavalry, aad the 
detachment nnder Colonel Wellesley, halted on the 2Sth of 
March, aod were joined by the left wing and the batterii^ train. 
On the 2^th the whole moved in compact order, and encaaaped 
five miles to the eastward of Mallavelly. This gave Tippoo ao 
opportunity of esecntu^ part of bis intentions ; for the spies, on 
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(heir retHiB from fab caaip, poikiv^j asserted tbtt he htui d^ 
€lvedl his iotenUoB of attacking tiiem ** as sooo as thej TCDtured 
fttt of the joagies," er thick forests through which thejr had to 
piss; and ^s hayfog waited soaie days encanped on the hanks 
of the Maddoor appeared to coBfirm die Imtfa of iheir reports. 
..The ground triLen op by the amy on the 26th was open, and 
easily to be seen from the adjoining heighto; and the enemy's ad* 
meed poErties, amongst wlridi were some elephants, soon appear- 
ed apon a distant ridge. From thence, after reconnoitring the 
Britisfa encampment for a comuderaUe time, they retired, and in 
(he ereniag fearteen or fifteen gnns were seen in motion ; the 
vboie of which drcmnstances seemed to point out that the Sd- 
tmn was pr e paring for die execution of his tlneatened attack. 

On the 27th, therefbre, at daybreak. Colonel Wellesley*s di- 
rision was ordered to move parallel to the left, but at some dia» 
tmee, so as to cover the baggage, and to be in readiness to act as 
ciircumatances should se^ire ; whilst the main body of the army 
■mched ham its left flank on the great road Ica^og to Malla- 
rrilj^ Major General Floj^ commanded the advance of the 
wk^ having usder him aH the piquets; together with five re- 
l^ttcnts of cavalry ; he approached withfe a mUe of MallareHy, 
bat was there obliged to hak, in consequence of discovering a 
noaerous body of the enemy's cavalry on the right flank, whilst 
their infantry remained on the heights beyond that place. 

He was cofovioced that this was Tippoo's grand army ; and^ 
bafiog reconnoitred his position, diseovered some guns moving 
toirtrds the right of the enemy's line, as if with the Intention of 
oceopyiog a^dge which enffladed the low ground on the east- 
em fiaok of tile village. He Immedialely conchded that these 
Qunwere intended to open npeo our tine whilst passing this 
gmaod; and having given flie proper information to the command- 
er in chief, measures were immediateiy taken for an instant at- 
tack, in order to frustrate his plans. 

Colonel WeOesley, with his division, was directed to attack 
the Snhaun's right flank, whilst the piquetSi under Colonel Sher- 
bmoke, supported by the right wing of the main body, under 
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Mfljor General BiydgeB, were to penetrate titrougb the vtUage ot 
Mallavellj towards the centre of the enemy's line ; and Majof 
General Popham, with the left wing and the rear guard, was to 
remain at the fort end of the village of Mallavell j, for the {»x^' 
tection of the battering train and the baggage; ihe five regiments 
of cavalry being formed on the left of the road, with orders t* 
eopport Colonel Wellesley's attack. 

The colonel no sooner put his force in mption, and his nm> 
Doeuvre was perceived by the Sultaun, than the guns were drawn 
off to a ridge beyond that which they at first occupied. Hei? 
the main body of the enemy's infantry was drawn up, but s^ m^ 
great a distance, that it was at first imagined they were about t0 
retire; and at this period General Harris, who had led 4he 
piquets and the right wing in person, arrived at tlie fort of VU^ 
lavelly, while Lieutenant Colonel Richardson, the quariermastofr 
general, having advanced to reconnoitre the ground on the wet* 
tern side of the fort, now waited for instructions. 

The general, indeed, was of opinion, from the enemy leoaain*, 
lug at so great a distance, that he did not mean to advance; li% 
therefore, gave orders to Colonel Richardson to mark out the 
ground for a new encampment, which he performed under the 
protection of Colonel Sherbrooke with the piquets, reinforce^ 
by the 25th light dragoons, and the second regiment of nativt 
cavalry. He had scarcely, however, marked out tliis b&h 
ground, when twelve or fourteen guns were opened, from diflfereot 
parts of the enemy's line, at a distance of two thousand yards*. 
Though at this distance they soon got the range, and did sooift 
execution; but our advanced troops were soon ii motion, fi« 
Colonel Sherbrooke immediately pushed forward with the 
piquets to a village in front of the left of the hostile army, fitn^^ 
which he soon drove off a party of thdr cavalry and rocket m^ 
This poration was of such consequence that a body of iht 
enemy's horse soon began to hover on our right flank ; but tb^ 
were kept in check by the 25th dragoons, under Colonel Cotton, 
who still maintained their portion. The piquets were, indeed^ 
now the most advanced part of the army, and had been most jl^ 
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JicioQslj posted by Colooel Sherbrooke with their right to iht 
Tillage; bat they were now considerably annoyed by the canr 
oonade and rockets; and, the cannonade increasing, the 5th, 1st, 
aod 3d brigades were ordered to advance and form upon his 
left. 

At this juncture Colonel Wellesley, supported by Major Ge- 
neral Floyd, with the three remaining regiments of cavalry, ad- 
T»ced en ^ketUm of battalions; and the whole line thus moying 
sk>wly and steadily, time was given for the whole to act toge- 
ther, the enemy^ cannonade being answered by as many of the 
lleldpieces as could be brought up; the action thus becoming 
general along the whole front. At this moment a desperate attempt 
was made on the part of Tippoo, by moving forward a column to 
the number of two thousand men, in excellent order, towards the 
23d regiment, but this gallant corps, reserving its fire with the 
ttttdost steadiness, received that of the enemy at the distance of 
ifany yards; and, continuing to advance, the cohunn gave way 
«ld were thrown into disorder, at which critical moment General 
Floyd making a rapid charge completed the rout with great 
sfanf^er. 

The eiiemy*s first line, with the whole of its guns, was now 
fttced, by the advance of the whole British Hne, to retire to the 
MXt height, where their second line was formed. They were at 
Aii time ahnost beyond the reach of our guns, and the cannon^- 
aM, irhich had lasted three hours, having ceased on both sides, 
00 account of the distance, the enemy retreated: indeed, it 
■K^ be said that the action, properly speaking, was of very 
Aott duratidb ; for, although some corps of their infantry, as 
wdl as cavalry, exhibited the strongest proofs of courage, jet, it 
was totally impossible for them to withstand the determined va- 
tar and steadiness of the British force. 

The British loss was inconsiderable, three officers only being 
wounded, six Europeans killed, and thirty-four wounded; the 
1b0 of our native troops amounting to only about half that num- 
ber; but though the enemy appeared to suffer severely, yet it 
was impossible to ascertain the extent of their loss, as they car- 
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ried off botli killed and wounded, wlikh were afterwtrds under* 
Blood to have amounted to upwards of one thousand; and it was 
afterwards accurately known, that of the column which attacked 
Colonel Wellesley,and was afterwards charged bf General Flqjd» 
only two hundred and thirty remained on the field, in a state far 
service, after the action was over. It has aho heeo mentiooed 
that some of the prisoners asserted thai the infantry were driv€p 
on by the hone, and ordered to attack the British; a fact ftirtber 
corroborated by an eyewitness, who adds, that the firmness of 
those corps which opposed his majesty's 33d regiment, as welloi 
tlie gallantry of a party of horse that charged the European bri^ 
gade, was perhaps never exceeded by the Sultaun*s troops on mq[ 
former occasioo. 

On the approach towards Seriogapatam Cdonel Wellesl^ 
vith his division, accompanied by the cavalry, and the rli^ 
wing of the army, encamped on the north side of the livv 
Cauvery, whilst the left wing crossed that river at a very pra^ 
ticaUe ford, a movement which tended much to defeat the po^ 
posed plans of the enemy against their advance. 

On the 1st of April, 1790, the whole army was within thiiteii 
miles of Serii^^atam ; on the 3d the army marched by the Idt 
and Colonel Wellesley's division, keeping on the right, novol 
along the bank of the river, the whole encamping again upoo te 
high road, at the distance of five miles from that fortress* 

To go throu(^ ail the details of this important siege woiddlii 
far beyond our proposed limits ; we shall, therefore, briefljr i 
that on the 5th of April the whole British army took up its | 
opposite the west face of the fort of Seringapatam, at the Aik 
taoce of only three thousand five hundred yards, the left bAif 
to the river Canvery, whilst Colonel Welledey, with bis divisifl^ 
was encamped enpoUnce^ to the right of the whole. 

In front of the Britbh camp were several ruined villagea»«iil 
rocky eminences, besides an aqueduct, which, passing from tkm 
kft of the camp, takes tb^e an easterly direction till It ja|K 
proBches witlun seventeen hundred yards of the fort, where it 
winds off (o the right to a large grove of cocoa trees and bim- 
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kNNS called the Saltanopettah Tope : and these positions aflR>Tded 
cover for the enemy's iufaotry and rocket mea So near to the 
camp> that many of (he rockets thro\m from these places fell 
among the tents. 

In order to dislodge them from this cover, Coloiiel WeHeslcy 
had orders, on the evening of the 5th of April, to have the 33d 
regiment, and the 2d Bengal regiment, in readiness at sunset; 
whilst Colonel Shaw with the 12th, and two battalions of Sepoys 
with their guns, received simihir orders : the former being des- 
tined to scour the Sultaunpettah Tope, whilst the latter was to 
attack the posts at the aqueduct. It was a little after sunset be- 
fore these detachments advanced, which they did both at the 
isme instant, tlie obscurity of the nijjht being at the same time 
rather unfavourable to their operations. Colonel Welfesley, im- 
nedialely upon enlering the Tope, was assailed from it on every 
4de by a hot fire of musketry and rockets, which circumstance, 
added to the darkness of the night, the uncertainty of the ene- 
■y's force and position, and the badness of the ground, obliged 
him solely to confine his operations to the mere object of making 
a (Aversion, and to postpone the attack of the post until a more 
favourable opportunity, whilst Colonel Shaw was enabled to seize 
upon a ruined village within forty yai'ds of the* aqueduct, so as 
to' secure his troops from the musketry of the enemy, who, how- 
ever, still retained possession of the aqueduct itself. 

The commander in chief the next morning (the 6th) observing 
that the village where Colonel Shaw was posted was still much 
galled by the enemy's musketry, a reinforcement during the 
idght having arrived at the aqueduct, and feeling that the posses- 
don of the Sultaunpettah Tope was absolutely necessary not only 
for the support of Colonel Shaw's post, but abo for the security 
of the camp against the annoj-ance of the enemy's rockets, he 
made a disposition to drive in the whole of the enem^ *s outpost 
extending from the Cauvery to the Tope, and ordered that three 
distinct, but simultaneous, attacks should be made under cover of 
some guns brouj^ht forward for that purpose. 

The attack on the Sultaunpettah Tope was again intrusted fo 
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Colonel Welleslej; Colonel Sbaw wae to advance from the nuoed 
Tillage which he occupied, aod to dislodge the party posted in the 
aqueduct; whilst Colonel Wallace was to attack a village oo the 
eoeniT's right flank, with the grenadiers of the 74th aod two 
companies of Sepoys; and the whole was to take place exactly 
at nine oVlock. 

At the appointed hour Colonel Wellesley advanced to the at- 
tack of the Tope with the Scotch brigade, two battalions of Se- 
poys, and four guns; and the enemy firing under cover of the 
bank of the aqueduct, their fire was returned by a few discharges 
firom the fieldpieces, when the whole corps rushed on with great 
gallantry; and the colonel having judiciously detached parties 
to take the post in flank, the enemy were thereby immediately 
thrown into confusion, and forced to retire with great preclpitt- 
tion. At this precise moment Colonel Wallace took possession of 
the village, on the right flank, which commanded a considerable 
part of the aqueduct; and Colonel Shaw having quitted tibe 
ruined village, rushed upon the enemy, and drove them from that 
part of the aqueduct from which he had been so much annoyed 
during the night; the whole of the advanced line of posts was 
immediately occupied by our troops, the success of those bril- 
liant attacks, so ably planned, and so gallantly executed, seco* 
ring to the assailants a strong connected line of posts, extemSi^ 
from the river to the Tope, a distance of about two miles, forming 
in some measure, by means of the aqueduct, a complete line of 
eootravallation at a proper distance both from die camp and fros 
thelioe of attack. 

On the2flth, the enemy still retaining possession of parts of aa 
entrenchment, at the distance of two hundred and thirty yards 
from the approaches, it was found necessary, in order to lac- 
tate the fiurther operations of the siege, that they should be di»> 
lodged from it to secure the working parties from the effects of 
■niaketry. It was settled that all the batteries should keep up 
m smart fire upon these works, and also on the entrenchments, to 
•t least half an hour before the assailants advanced ; but thmt af 
•ooa as they should be seen to approach the posts of the enemy, 
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then the fire 8h<mld be directed agaioBt that lioe of fire, io the 
fort itself, from which most annoyaoce might be expected. 

The direction of these attacks was given to Colooel Wellesley, 
wtio OD that day commanded in the trenches, which he did 
with such precision and gallantry, that the two columns, which 
advanced a little after sunset, stormed the entrenchment with 
great spirit, threw the enemy into confusion, and succeeded 
in establishing the posts, which were immediately secured as 
effectually as possible from the annoyance of the fire from the 
works. 

The batteries having at noon, on the 3d of May, rendered the 
breach almost practicable, scaling ladders, fascines, and other 
matf rials, were ordered to be sent to the trenches, after sunset, 
and to be kept in readiness for the assault. 

The breach being considered practicable on the evening of 
the 3d, the troops destined for the assault were stationed in the 
trenches before daybreak of the 4th, at which time Colonel 
Wellesley was ordered to take the command of the reserve in 
the advanced works, in ordelr to act as circumstances might point 
out, his own regiment, the 33d, forming part of the left column, 
under Lieutenant Colonel Dunlop, which was to attack the north- 
era rampart 

About half past one in the afternoon, General Baird having 
completed his arrangements, stcpt out of the trench, drew his 
swofd, and, in the most heroic and animating manner, said to his 
men, ** Come, my brave fellows, follow me, and proVe yourselves 
worthy the namie of British soldiers!'' In an instant both columns 
rushed from the trenches, and entered the bed of the river, under 
cover of the fire of the batteries; but, being immediately disco- 
vered by the enemy, they were assailed by rockets and musketry. 
In ax minutes the forlorn hope, closely followed by the rest of the 
troops had reached the summit of the breach, where the British 
flours were- almost instantly displayed ^ a most glorious and ani- 
matii^ sif^t to the rest of die army, whose anxiety was imme- 
diately relieved; for untii our troops had crossed thei ditch, (al- 
though every precaution was taken for filling it if necessary,) 
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even the most saDguine miads coald not be utterly Toid ^ 
doubu* 

In a few mioutes more the breach, one hundred ieet wide, wit 
crowded with meo, who beiog now collected in sufficient force t* 
enter upon the rampart, filed oflf to the right and left acGord|0|f 
to General Baird's instructions. 

The conduct of Tippoo himself was on diis occasion hi^blf 
creditable to his personal character. According to bis usual 
cuQtom, he went out early in the morning to one of th^ eavalieit 
of the outer rampart, whence he could observe what wasdohig ea 
both sides. He remained there till about noon, when he to<^ hii 
usual repast under a pandal. At this time he seems to have had 
DO idea of an immediate attack, even though told that the Brithh 
lines were unusually crowded with Europeans; but merely seol 
orders to Meer Goffbr, a favourite officer, to keep a strict guard. 
He was informed a few minutes afterwards that Meer Qoffiur was 
killed by a cannon shot. " Well," said he, •* Meer Ooffar was. 
never afraid of death.*' Yet he was evidently agitated, ordered 
the troops near him immediately under arms, and desired 4mi- 
servants to load his carbines; and, hastening along the ramparts tnh' 
wards the breach, he then met a number of his troops flying be* 
fore the van of the assailants, who, he now first perceived, bad 
mounted the walls. Here he exerted himself to rally the fiij^ 
tives, encouraging them both by voice and example. He repeat- 
edly fired on our troops himself, and one of his servants asserted 
that he saw him bring down several Europeans from the breack 
At this critical moment, the front of the European flank coah 

* The rorlorn hope tras led hr « sergeant of the light eompanj of the Boa- 
bay Earo*«ean regiment, 'who TolHnteered his ser^-ices on ^he occasion ; bit 
name was Graham He ran forward to examine the breach, and mounting 
it he poUed oflT his hat, and with three cheers caHed out ** Success to 1 iea- 
tenant Graham,*' (alluding to his having a commission if he sunriiied,) oa 
which he rejoined his party, and remounted with them with the colours in bis 
hand. I pon reaching the rampart, he stuck the colour staff in it, exc)iui&- 
|ng, ** Damn 'em. 111 show them the British Bag !" and was at that moment 
ah t through the head. The gallant fellow left a l^'uropean widow and four 
children behind him, who were, howeter, takea oare of. 
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psae$ approacfacd the spot where he stood ; be mvr found himself 
almost deserted, and was forced to retire to the traverses of tlie 
Doitb ramparts. These he defended one after another with the 
bravest of his jnen and officers, and indeed several times, assbtcd 
t^theenftlading fire from the inner walls, obliged our troops to halt 
in their advance, until the 12th regiment, crossing the inner ditch, 
took him in flank. Yet even then, whilst any of his troops re- 
niiiiied with him, he disputed every inch of ground, until he ap- 
proached the passage across the ditch to the gate of the inner 
forL Here he complained of pain and weakness in one of his 
legs. In which he had received a bad wound when very young ; 
and ordering his horse to be brought^ he mounted ; but seeing the 
Europeans still advancing on both the ramparts, he made for the 
gtle followed by his palanquin, and a number of officers, troops, 
tod servants. Here, as he was crossing to the gate, he received 
a omsket ball in his right side, nearly as high as the breast; he, 
bowever, still pressed on until he was stopped about half way 
fli^gfa the arch of th^ gateway, by the fire of the 12th lighting 
baky from within, when he received a second ball close to the 
©flier. The horse he rode on, being also wounded, sunk under 
liim; and his turban fell to the ground. Many of his people 
ieO at the same time, on every side, by musketry both from 
vilhtn and without the gate. The fallen Sultaun was imme- 
diately raised by some of his adherents, and placed upon his 
palanquin under the arch, aini on one side of the gateway, 
where he lay or sat some minutes, faint and exhausted, till some 
Europeans entered the gateway. A servant wlw sm^ived rela- 
ted that one of the soldiers seized his sword-belt which was very 
rich, and attempted to pull it off; that the Sultaun, who still held 
Us sword in his hand, made a cut at the soldier with all liis re- 
maning strength, and wounded him about the knee ; on which 
be put his piece to his shoulder, and shot the Sultaun through 
the temple, when he instantiy expired I No less than three hun- 
dred men were killed under this gateway, besides numbers 
womided, so that it soon became impassable, except over the bo- 
diesctf the d«ad and dying. 
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During the contest, aod before the pakce of Tippoo iras ac* 
tualljgiyen i]p« Major Allan had gone b witli a flag of truce, k 
order to convince the princes, the sons of Tippoo, of the Ibllj of 
resistance. AH of them were alarmed at the proposal; and wne ' 
particolarlj reluctant to alio whig the gates to be opened except oo 
the authority of their father, to whom they desired to send. At 
length, however, Major Allan having promised that he would post 
a guard of their own Sepoys within, and a party of Europeans en 
the outside, and having also given them strong assurances that n» 
person should be allowed to enter the palace, except by hb aii- 
thority, and that he would return and remain with them imtS 
General Baird arrived, he convinced them of the necessity of 
compliance, and had the satisfaction of observing that the princes, 
as well as their attendants, seemed to rely with confidence on the 
assurances he had given them. 

On opemog the gate, he found General Baird and seversd offi- j 
cers with a laige body of troops assembled ; and he then retan- 
ed into the palace for the purpose of bringing the princes to the 
general He had some difficulty, however, in conquerii^ the 
alarm, and the objections which they raised as to quitting tbe 
palace; but they at length permitted him and Colonel Close to 
conduct them to tlie gate. 

The indignation of General Baird was at that time justly raised, 
by a report which had t^en reached him, that the Sultaun had most 
inhumanly murdered all the Europeans who had fiallen into bli 
hands during the si^ ; this was heightened, probably, by a monaeih 
tary recollection of his own sufferings, during more than three 
years' imprisonment in that very place; be was neverthelea 
sensibly affected by the sight of the princes; and his gaRantry 
on the assault was not more conspicuous than the moderation ami 
humanity he displayed on this occasion. He received tbe on- 
happy princes with every mark of regard, repeatedly assuritf 
them that no violence or insult sliould be offered to them, and be 
gave them in charge to Lieutenant Colonel Agnew and Captain 
Marriott, by whom they were conducted to head-quarters in 
camp, escorted by the tight company of Colonel Wellesley^s 



own TCgiment, the 33d, whilst, as tliey,pMsed» the troops were 
ordered to pay them the compliment of presented arms. 

General Baird now determined to search the most retired parts 
of the palace, in hopes of finding Tippoo Sultaun. He ordered 
the light company of the 74th regiment, followed by others, to 
enter the palace yard. Tippoo's troops were immediately dis- 
armed, and search was made through the various apartments. 
The kilkdary or commanding officer of the palace, being to- 
treated, if he had any regard for his own life, or that of the Sul- 
taun, to inform the British where he was concealed, he laid his 
hand upon the hik of Major Allan's sword, and in the most so- 
lemn manner protested that the Sultaun was not in the palace, 
but that he had been wounded during the assault, and lay in a 
gateway in the north face of the fort, whither he oflfered to con- 
duct the party, saying that if it was found that he had deceived 
tfaero, the general might inflict on him whatever punishment he 
pleased. General Baird, on hearing the report of the killedar, 
proceeded to the gateway, which was covered with many hun- 
dreds of the slain. The number of the dead, apd the darkness 
of the place, made it difficult to distingui^ one person from 
another, and the scene was alt<^ether shocking ; but aware of 
the great political importance of ascertaining beyond the possi- 
bility of doubt the death of Tippoo, the bodies were ordered to 
be dragged out, and the killedar and the other two persons with 
him were desired to examine them one after another. This, how- 
ever, appeared endless ; and as it was now becoming dark, a light 
^ras procured, and Major Allan accompanied the killedar into 
the gateway. During the search they discovered a Mounded 
person laying under the Sultaun's palanquin: this man was 
afterwards ascertained to be Rajah Cawn, one of Tippoo's 
iD<>st confidential servants. He had attended his master during 
the whole of the day; and, on being made acquainted with the 
'^ject of the search, immediately pointed out the spot where the 
SuHsun had fallen. By a faint, glimmering light, it was difficult 
for the killedar to recognise the features ; but the body being 
^ught out, and satbfactorily proved to be that of the Sultaun. 
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was coBvejed in a palaoquia to the piilace, where it was recog- 
jiised bj the eunuchs and otiier servants of the family. 

When the Sultaun was first brought from under the i^tewigr, 
his eyes were open, and the body was so warm that for a few 
moments Colonel Wellesley, who, with his accustomed activity, 
was then on the spot, was doubtful wli^tber he was not alive; hiiti 
on feeling his pulse and heart, that doubt was removed. The 
countenance was no way distorted, but bad an appearance oi 
calm composure. His turban, jacket, and sword-belt, weregooe^ 
but the body was recc^nised ^by his people ; and an officer who 
was present, with the leave of General Baird, tore off from hk 
Tight arm the talismafi which contained, sewed up in pieces 6f 
fine flowered silk, an amulet of a brittle roet^lic substance of 
the colour of silver, and some manuscripts in magic Arabic, and 
Persian characters. The body was placed in his palanquin, 9bA 
conveyed to tlie court of the palace, showii^ hhn, who had left 
that palace in the morning a mighty prince, now brought back a 
lump of clay, and his kingdom overthrown!^ 

* Tippoo Sultann, at the time of Ma dovnialU was about fiftf-tvro yesrt of 
age. His ooostitutioD was mnch impaired, and he was sub^t to two ^t^ 
orders, the frequent return of which kept hiiti under a oonstant eoui^ of 
medicSne. In person he was from five feet eight to nine inches hig^, aiA 
rather inclined to fat, al^oogh formerl^^ Tery thin ; his face was round, if^ 
large full ejes^ and there was much animation iind fire m his countentoeet 
he wore whiskers, but no beard ; was very active, and sometimes took rerf 
long walks. He had eleven children ; but only two of these were bora it 
marriage, a girl and boy. 

His disposition was naturally eruel ; his temper was passionate and reteBgc* 
ful ; he was prone to be abusive, but his words were often false and h3rpl>» 
critical, as best suited his purposes. He professed himself to be a ^aH, or 
forerunner to one of the Twelve Prophets whom the Mahometans believe aie 
yet to come ; and under this pretence he persecuted aU other oasts, forciii| 
numbers to become Mussultncn. In the war of 1790, m particolar, when he 
had ravaged the country of the JVa»r9 on the Malabar coast, it was compiuted 
that upwards of twenty thousand persons had suffered under his perseeutioosin 
the short space of about four months. The men whorefVised to submit to cfr- 
cumcinoQ were hanged on the trees surrounding the viHages; and the womea 
of the cast, the noblest in India, on refusing to adopt the Mahometan cnaton of 
roTering their bosoms, which they consider as a mark of degradation aad 



Every delicacy was abowD to the remaioa of the unfortnnate 
chief; and the preparatSona for his fuoenl were Buperinteoded 
by the priucipd Canxee of Sermgapatain, fevery article which 
he thought proper to order being provided, la order that the ce^ 

abwfy htA their bteasti e«it off. Mid toffered many other insidis and india- 
ikies. Shortly after this, he had nearly lost his life In an attack on the lines of 
Travaneore, where he was forced to leave his palanquin behind him, together 
^nAi his pistols and a small signet or seal ring which he asnally wore, and 
vl^eh the editor of these sheets has seen, and so very smaB that die fiagero* 
arUeh it iras worn most have been delicate in tiie extreme. Hb wealth, after 
ins condoikm of the first war with England, was very great. In an inTentotT" 
which he otiised to be taken of it, there were ennmerated 700 elephants 
^OOO camels, 11,000 horses, 400,000 buOooks and oows, iOO,000 buffaloes, 
IDO^OOO sheep, 300,000 fireloeks, 300,000 matchlocks, 200,000 swords and 
Stesaes, or daggers, and 2,000 guns of different calibres in Seringapatam and 
Ui other fortresses : and hb total revenue amounted to fire crores and ninaty- 
two lacks of pagodas, worth three rupees each. 

Has poBcy, howeTcr, arising from hb prejudices^ was inimical to hb in* 
toreatt ; for tiie revenues diminished greatly after hb father^s death, partly 
ftins hb removing all the Brachmans and odiers of the Hindoo cast, who 
w«e well versed in country business, from the offices of colteetion, and part^ 
ton bii^ forbldifing the sale of >rrack and gnoja throughout hb dominions^ 
wkieii had formerly produced a very considerable revenue* 

Upon the whole, though tfab man was certainly a very extraordinary aha* 
SMter, yet hb abilities hare been undoubtedly overrated : and it b now con- 
lAStrsd that he was nei^er so good a statesman, nor so able a gaoersl, as 
has often been represented. Selfish, cunning, and rapacious, he acted upon 
■arrow principles, bo^ In government and war ; and was greatly deficient 
h &at eomprehenskm and vigour of mind which are essential ingredients 
In 6m composition of att true greatness ; though it must be confessed that he 
posstsstid a considerable share of prudence, and was not wanting eithar in 
proMptitQde or judgment 

The ooose({uence of all thb was, that hb revenue regulations, though 
temed with great ability, and apparently well cakubted to enrich both the 
people, were firustrated in their operations by his shifting and 
' poKey ; and the same contrast ran through all hb conduct and all hb 
r, both political and mifitary. 

Hb revengeful dbposhion may be easOy conceived from the following ctt^ 
lioiB extract from one of his own MSS. 

'* The means I have tdien to keep ^ remembrance die mbfortunaa I ejE- 
pericoeed six years ago (alluding to the war with Lord ComwaUb) from tba 
\ of my eoeniett are to diseootintie sIcepiDf ob a aottaa bad^ aid fa 
8 
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renony might ht perfonned with as much pomp ss circunntaf* 
ces would adroit of. Indeed Colonel Wellesley, who was diea 
appointed commaodant, gave directioos not 00I7 that four flank 
companies of Europeans should attend, but also that minute gaw 
should be fired during the interval, a mark of respect which the 
Prince Abdul Khalie at first declined the acceptance of, until he 
was convinced of its true intent. 

On the morning of the 5th of May, Colonel Wellesley relieved 
General Baird ; and on the following day was appointed to te 
permanent command of Seringapatam, as noticed above, on whidi 
occasion be with the greatest promptitude used every means in 

make me of a olotli one ; vhen I am vietorioaa, I ahall remme t)ie bed «f 
oottoo." 

Hii thnaghts were consbiQtly bent on war and military preparaiioQs. He 
hat been frequeiiUy beard to aaj, that in tbis world be would rather Ume Um , 
day* like a tiger, than two hnndred years like a sheep ; and, sometiiii^ m 
thvi principle, he adopted the figure of the royal tiger as a speoiei of ^K^ : 
morial bearing, and as the emblem of his state. His father had ohoiea As 
elephant 

The title of * lion of God" was formerly gifcn by Mahomet to bb Wh 
lb-law, AU, to denote the prowess and valour by whieb he signalized hiasdf 
in fighting under the prophet's banners. Innumerable, indeed, are the lit- 
ditions and reeords of the deeds of this celebrated wairior ; and he seems W 
have been a second Jack the Giant Killer, as many of the romantic tklersf 
the Moor men have him as their hero. On his ejiample Tippoo was aaxiov 
to form himself^ and him he adopted as the guardian genius, or tntektfy 
saint, of his dominions* It was natural, therefore, for him to assome Ui 
name { and accordiagly upon his sabres and other arms he had a eipfaer cat 
in Arabic characters, signifying <* the Lion of God is the conqueror ;" wsi 
these letters were so artfully arranged as to bear some resemblance to 1 
tiger's face; and it is perhaps likely that the assumption of the tiger u hi* 
own emblem was as much in honour of \li as boastfully indicative of his ova 
disposition, for the natives of Uindoostan oiake no distinction between die 
tiger and the lion. 

It was a favourite maxim willi him that king* should be inflexible in their 
orders { that God had forbidden the use of wine; and that he should penbt 
in exacting a strict obedience to his edicts on that subject. Tet, with idl Uiii 
inflexibility, his conversation was remarkably Uvely, entertaining, and instnie- 
tive : and, during his meals, he was fond of reciting passages of the most sd- 
mired historians and poets ; and sometimes amused himself with strcaint 
qpoQ the infidels, and the enemies ef his government. 
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Iw pover to psevent every Idod of excess. Public ootice w«b 
fhrcQ that severe examples would be made of anjpersoos detect* 
ed in the act of pluiidering the houses, or molestii^ the inhabStaots ; 
lour meo were id consequence executed for plundering, and the 
Dost perfect tranqmlli^ was immediatelj restored. These exam* 
pies, and the personal activity of the colonel himself, who went into 
all the houses of the principal inhabitants to establish safeguards, 
Ipon produced a general confidence ; the inhabitaots, who had 
lied oo the night of the storm, returned to their habitations, and 
xesinned their usnal occupations; in a few days the bazars were 
stored with all kinds of merchandise and provisions, for which 
there was a. ready and advantageous sale ; and an eyewitnesa 
declates that three days aibr the storm, the pripcipal streets wcHre 
10 (crowded as to be almost impassable, presenting rather the ap- 
fearance of a fair than of a captured city. 

The first important duty which fell upon Colonel Wellesley 
after the capture, he being one of the commissioners* appointed 
Ibr the final regulation and establishment of the new conquest, 
was the removal of the families of Hyder Ali $ind Tippoo Sul- 
tauo £rom Seringapatam to the Camatic. The details of this 
deM^^ office, of this pamiiil but indispensable measure, fell to 
Ua lot as commandant ; and though his conduct and regulations 
were considered as subject to such suggestions as might be oflfer- 
«l by the other members of the commission, yet it has been well 
a^ that to his prudential precautions, which the occasion re* 

* In detailing the Heps neeesttry for this deficate hnrinest, the governor ge- 
1 in hb instructions observed, that it could not be intrusted to any person 
! likely to combine every office of humanity, %ith the prudential precau* 
tions required, than Colonel AVellesley; and he therefore committed to his 
discretion, activity, and humanity, the whole arnmgement ; but subject always 
10 such suggestions as might be offered by the other commissioners. He added 
that CTolonel Wetlesley, in his name, would give the most unequivocal as* 
sorsnees of protection and indulgence to every part of the family ; and that 
he was persuaded that the humanity of General Harris would induce him to 
exert every effort to mitigate all the rigorous parts of th. ^secessary and most 
enpedient revolution, so loudly called for by a due regard to British interest^ 
wd the weUare of the aatives themselvet. 
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qiiired to preyetit the pofldbilitj of coimnoUon or escape, tii Hi 
^Bcreticm, acUvity, and humanity, throughout the trhole of lUn 
axduouB and difficnlt task, is justly ascribed the ftcllity with 
wUch It was accomplished. 

loformatioD having been given that a quantity of jewels w«ie 
concealed in the seragtio, application was made to CokMkd 
Wellesley, the commandant, for permission to seaich, Irblch he 
readily granted ; and tlie proper notice being given to remove the 
women from the apartments which ft was Intended to examine, 
the gentlemen deputed for that service proceeded to the tasL 
They were disappointed, however, in their object, for they <fid 
not find any thing of vahie ; and it wais ascertained 'afterward^ 
that Tippoo never intrusted his women with the care of Mi 
jewels, or even of their own. 

On this examination it appeared that there wete it ail, inciih 
ding some of the wives and other ladles of the late HyderVfionffly, 
Mx hundred and fifty females in the seraglio and pdaoe ; a 
number almost equalling those of Solomon himself. 

This business at first made some noke ; and the governor fs^ 
neral, in a subsequent despatch, observed, that lie had lieaidl^ wMl 
tlie utmost degree of surprise and concera, that the jsmtes, er 
women's apartment, in the palace of the Snkaun, was searched; 
and added that he could have wislied, for the honourbf tiie Bii* 
tish name, that the apartments of the women had not been diatujl^ 
ed. He acknowledged that fai the heal wad confusion of ao ta> 
iault, such excesses are no doubt frequently unavoidable ; bul 
that he should ever ibment that this scene shoidd have tMu nM* 
ed long sfter the contest bad subsided, and when the wfac^ place 
bad submitted to the superiority of our victorious arms. He 
then observed that if any personal ornaments, or other articles of 
value, were ttken from the women In that mrfiMiunate momeot^ 
he trusted ^at the commander in chief would make k Us buai- 
ness to vindicate the liumanity of the British character, by using 
the most aealous exertions to obtain a full restitution of the pro- 
perty in question. After this observation, he hinted ^hst he 
thought it superfhums to add his mo^t anxious expectntioB that 
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tke utttMt degfee of cara voold be takes to Kcafe tlie penonal 
proper^ of the {iriiicet, and of the women, idMn tlie period of 
tlieir Temoval «hoidd arrive. 

To tbis renKHWtiaiiea the conmiisBiooen fidMequentlj replied^ 
attimog bim that before the zenana was searched far treasure, 
oeparate apartosents were prepared for the ladies, and no precau- 
tion omitted to secure them from the possSrilitj €t being exposed 
lo BSkj inconTOoience. 

Upwards of ten lacks of rupees worth of jewels, and the amount 
of 5O0 camel bads of muslins, shawls, rich cloths, and various 
kiada of merchandise, were founrl as prize to tbecaptinrs. 

The Sultaun's throne, behig too unwieldly to be carried awaj, 
was broken up; It was a kowinr <xt armed 8eat,upona tiger, co- 
vered with sheet gold ; the ascent to it was by silver steps, gill, 
having silver naik, and all the other fastenings of the same metal* 
The canopy was idike supeib, and decorated with a costlj 
fringe of ^na pearls all around It The eyes and teeth of the tir 
ger were of glass. It was valued at 60,000 pagodas, upwards of 
2£sO001* sterling. The sheet gold i^one was estimated at 40,000 
pagodas. Every Inch of the howdar contained an Arabic sen- 
tence, chiefly from the Koran, superbly stamped, being raised 
and .p<AislAd In die most beautilul manner. 

A. gsld figure of a Mrd, covered over with the most precious 
stones, was fastened to the top of the canopy ; Its beak was alaige 
c^rald; its eyes caiboncles ; the breast was covered with dia- 
monds; and the wings, whidi were expanded as if In the act of 
hovering, were eomjdetely lined with diamonds; on the back 
were many laige jewels, wdl and fandfuUy dbposed ; the tall, 
which resembled a peacock's, was also studded in the same man- 
ner ; and the whole so arranged as to mutate the plumage, yet 
so closely set that the gold was scarcely visible. 

A number of tigers were found in the palace yard ; but the# 
were all ordered to be shot to prevent accidents. 

Greater part of this treasure had been the plunder of the ui^ 
\appj Mysore family, and of many other Inferior rajahs. There 
was every thiug, In short, wUeh money or force could procure. 
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was regularly labelled aod arranged ; and Tippoo himself, whose 
desire of hoarding was insatiable, always passed the greatot 
part of his leisure time in reviewing this varied and splendid 
asfiemblage of his riches. 

It is a remarkable fact, that the public despatches to or fioB 
the different presidencies and of&cers with Lord Coruwallh, 
and such other public or private letters as were intercepted hj 
Tippoo during the preceding war, were all found in the palace; 
They were carefully packed up; and, what Is more remarkaUe* 
not more than three or four of the letters had ever been opened, 
the seals of all the others being entire. 

During the subsequent search Tippoo's only brother, Kerio 
Saheb, was found in a dungeon with heavy irons on his hands aod 
feet ; he had languished in that horrid condition for many yeai% 
from an unfounded fit of jealousy that the tyrant had conceited 
against him. 

The primary objects of the commander in chiefs attention, afier 
the fall of this fortress, were to disband the late Sultaun^s arnji 
and to obtain possession of the principal stroi^ holds throughun^ 
bis dominions. 

The measures necessary for effecting the first of tUbse olgectf 
were accordingly taken, through the agency of Purneah. Tbe 
Sillahdar horse, of their own accord, returned to their laodii 
the corps, formerly Lally's, surrendered; and the Europcaas 
composing it, together with those under M. Chapuy, recently 
arrived from the Mauritius, were secured, and immediately texA 
as prisoners of war into the Carnattc. 

The army of Bombay, which had joined the main army during 
the siege, were detached to take possession of the Canara coao' 
try ; and circular letters were sent to all the kiltedars, or com- 
manders of the various fortresses, requiring the surrender of 
their posts to the British arms, and giving them general sseor 
ranees of favour and protection, all which were attended to, aod 
every thing soon arranged in the most amicable manner* 

The villagers immediately returned to their <>cciipaliow 
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llmmgfiout (he whole cottatry; and in a Tery short Ume the 
ttronfcest sy^iptoies appeared of a ^neral dispositioo to fubmit 
to the orders of the British goverDmeat, without opposition or 
rchictaace. 

Go a further iovestigation of the palace, all the records of 
Tippoo*s government w^re fortimately secured, and were found 
to contain the whole of his correspondence with the French. 

In one of these he told them that he acknowledged the mMitni' 
tjf of their constitution ; and, as a proof of his sincerity, he pro* 
posed to their nation a treaty of alliance and fraternity^ foreyer 
Indissoluble ; and to be founded on republican principles of sin- 
cerity and good fiiith ; and he concluded by exclaiming — " Hap- 
^ moment ! the time is come when I can deposite in the bosoms 
of my friends the hatred which I bear against those oppressors 
of the human race. If you will assist me, in a short lime not an 
Englishman shall remain in India ! you have the power and the 
Beans of effecting it, by your free negroes. With these new 
citizens, (much dreaded by the English,) joined to your troops of 
the tine, we will pur£;e India of those villains I The spiingb 
winch I have touched have put all India in motion ; my friends 
ire ready to fall upon the English," &c. 
' The British government had now a very difficult part to pet- 
jGraiD ; for the necessity now occurred of determining in what 
bmods the new government of the Mysore should be' placed. It 
seemed expedient, indeed, that a choice should instantly be made 
between the pretensions of the family of Tippoo Sultaun, and 
fiiose of the ancient house of the Rajahs of Mysore, neither of 
whom, however, were conddered as having any absolute right or 
title to the throne. 

As the Earl of Momington feelingly expressed himself, in one 
rf his public despatchei^, the claims of humanity, on both sidcs« 
rendeied the decision a painfioil and ungracious task. No alter, 
native remained in foct, but to depose that dynasty which wa^ 
ibund upon the throne, or to confirm the Mahometan usurpation, 
and with it tlie perpetual exclusion and degradation of the 1egi> 
Dmate Hindoo sovereigns of those countriett. 
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The goramor coaclnded that all moiivea of policj favoured 
the Testoradoa of this ancient famllj, and he waB^ induced to 
adopt the resolution of preferring die descendant of the Bajib 
of Mysore to the heir of Tippoo Sultaun. 

The governor general, therefore, iasaed a commission appsint- 
ing Colonel Wellesley, along with Oenetal Harris, the honounr 
ble Henry Wellesley, and Lieutenant Coloneb Kirkpatrick and 
Close, as eommissiooerB for the affaics of the Mysore; and the 
first step undertaken by tfaem vas to make provision for the 8a^ 
vi ving officers and chiefs of the late SuUaun, and for the Eaoulics 
of those slain during the campaign. 

The next important duty of Colonel Wellesley, as a commiar 
aioner, was to undertake the painful but necessary task of f^ 
moving the families of Hyder Ali and Tippoo Sultaun 6i|l 
Seringapatam to the Camatic, for which purpose the torixmH 
Yellore was prepared for their reception, with payment of 0lt 
pends dotted to both families, and every accommodation suilsHi 
to their former rank and expectations. 

Colonel Wellesley, and the other commissioners, with a di^ 
of consideration highly praiseworthy, had, previously to the ^i* 
parture of the princes from Seringapatam, cautiously abstsiwil 
from all intercourse with the family of the Rajah of Mysoiei 
bat the moment the four eldest sons of Tippoo had left that ci|f- 
tal. Colonel Wellesley paid a visit to the young Rajah, whom^ 
found, along with others of his persecuted family, in a coodi^V 
of poverty and humiliation which excited the strongest epi^ 
tions of compassion* The particulars of this interesting vidi 
were fully detailed by the commissioners, in a despatch to tbs 
governor general, in which they state, that having signile^ 
through Pumeahy a confidential friend of the family, the geoerd 
outlines of the glan intended for their restoratoi to their origind 
rank, a written answer was sent by the grandmother and aunt of 
the Rigah, then only a child of five years old, in winch tbcj 
expressed the greatest happiness at the pleasing proepects befoie 
them. They added, ^ Forty years have elapsed since our go- 
vernment ceased. Now you have fieivottred our boy with the go* 
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tenuncQt of tins couotiy, and nomioated Puraeah to be his d^ 
wan, (or minister,) we shall, while the son and moon continue, 
commit no offence to jour government We shall at all times 
coosider oorselres as under your protection and orders; your 
having established us must ever be fresh in the memory of our 
posterity from one generation to another. Our offspring can 
never foj^et an attachment to your government, on whose sup- 
port we shall depend.** 

Colonel Wellesley, and three of the other commissioners, inn 
nediately signified their intention of paying their personal re- 
spects to the family in the evening, and proceeded to their resi- 
fajce accompanied by Pumeah ; but although every preparatioa 
was made for their reception, yet the misery in which they 
fcttod them was almost indesciibabk. A portion of the apart* 
neot in which they were received was concealed by a curtain, 
bdiind which the Rana^ or queen mother, and the other rela- 
tives were seated. The male part of the family received them 
villi expressions of gratitude and joy proportioned to the mag- 
riMe of the benefits conferred on them, and to the state of ob- 
•*rity and indigence from which they were now to be relieved^ 
Md in which they had been kept by Hyder and hb son ever 
dne the first usurpation. 

Oa communicating, through Pumeah, the general outline of 
toiian in their behalf, the Rana^ in a most eloquent and ^oer- 
getfe reply, expressed the lively sense which she entertained of 
British generosity, which had thus raised her and lier family 
fiOB the lowest state of human misery to that station of which 
^ had lieeu deprived by tyranny and usurpation. She dwelt 
PitBcularly on the persecution to which she and her family had 
liecn^exposed from the cruel, savage, and relentless dispositioo 
^ ^ late Tippoo Sultaun : but^ she added, that the generoei^ 
|<*f fte India Company having restored the ancient rights of her 
boQie, 10 the person of her grandson, had opened to her a pros* 
P^ of passing the remainder of her days in peace^ 

this venerable lady was the second wife of the Rajah who 
'^^oed at the time of Ryder's usurpation : her name Ltichima 
9 
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Amany^ the second wife of Kisna Raige Worrier ; the ititftfi^ 
ndl auDt of the young chief was Demaj Amany^ the second wfie 
of CUaim Raige, his father, who had married eight wives, the 
youug flnjah's mother and this lady being risters. 

The Rajah himself was a boy of five years old, of a delicate 
babit, his complexion rather fair than otherwise, and his couo- 
tenance very expressive. He betrayed some symptoms of ahrm 
00 the first arrival of Colonel Wellesley and his friends, but 
tiiese soon disappeared ; though he showed himself upon the 
whole rather of a timid disposition, from havii^ suffered consi- 
derably from restraint He soon, however, began to feel tlie 
fanportance of his situation, and to confirm the good opiakn 
formed of him at first ; and, during the subsequent ceremony of 
hb inauguration, his conduct was so remarkably decorous si 
scarcely to have been expected. 

It was then determined on, instead of bringing them to Serin- 
gapatam, that the ancient town of Mysore, as the most eligiUe 
situation for the seat of government, should be appointed for didr 
residence : and on ibe 30th of June Colonel Wellesley, assisted 
by his brother c^ommissioners, had the gratification of formaBj 
placing the young R^jah upon the throne of his ancestors. 

In this ceremony every attention was paid to the prejudices 
of the nadve inhabitants ; and the Brachmans having fixed oo 
the month as the most auspicious moment for placing ^toa 
Rajah Oodiaver in his new sovereignty, the Rajah and his faml* 
ly were removed from Seringapatam to Mysore, where thelesi 
preparations were made for their accommodation that circniA- 
stances would admit of, whilst General Harris, attended by his 
suite, and an escort of European cavalry, arrived there in <«der 
to preside on the occasion. 

On the auspicious mommg, Colonel Wellesley and theolber 
members of the commission, accompanied by Meer Alluii Bar 
hauder, the T^^izaiA's general, and his son Meer Dowran, anJtpre- 
ceded by the 12th regiment of foot, proceeded to the Rak^ 
residence, where the ceremony of inauguration took place b^^ 
a great crowd ot q^ectators, so bsppy at the circumstance, llaU 






at the commisMODerB declared, it vould have been difficult to 
describe the joy which was visible in their coanteoances. 

That part of the ceiemonj which consisted of placing the Ra- 
jah on the Musnud was performed by Cleoeral Harris* as senior 
commisaioner, and by Meer Allum, each of whom took a hand of 
the youtbftd prince, to idiom, soon after. General Harris pre- 
seated the seal and sigQet; the whole taking place under three 
ToUeys of musketry from the troops on the spot, and a royal 
sahite from the guns of Seringapatam. 

After this arrangement Colonel Wellesley was codfirmed by 
the governor general in the command of Seringapatam, as a trust 
of great delicacy and importance, and which, in his public des- 
patches, he said he considered as his duty to repose in a person 
of approved military talents and integrity. 

The whole of these important arrangements, in which Colonel 
Wellesley took so distinguished and so active a share, being thus 
k^)pily finished, it is by no means irrelevant, in forming a judg- 
MDt of his services, to hck at the actual state of India in coose- 
qiieoce of them. 

^rom the period of the first war with Hyder Ali, the tranquil- 
% of the Company's possessions had been continuaUy ofienaced 
bj the chieb of Mysore ; and even in the intervab of peace 
ihich succeeded the various contests with Hyder and Tif^poo, 
Aa security of all our territory in the Camatic had been very 
aaceitain : for, notwithstanding these cessations of actual hostili- 
ties, still the designs of those princes had be^n uniformly hostile^ 
sod the baneful effects of this perpetual state of uncertainty and 
foBdtude had not only put the Company to an extraordinary ez^ 
pease, but had been felt by the natives themselvesy in the decay 
rf sgriculture, and of the arts of peaceft^ industry. 

To this it must be added, that the other consequences of this 
iMile ieeliog were, a rebellious spirit in certain descriptions of 
fti^ Company^s native subjects, a diminution of British inOuence 
M consideration at the nalive courts, the rising hopes of the tur- 
Uent and disaffected, the decline of public and private credit, 
«tbe constant necessity of gunrdiiig against surprise ftma the 
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^ddeD aggression of an enemy whom no clemency or modenn 
tiou could conciliate, and no faith could bind. 

The fall of Seringapatam, therefore, under all the circttBMias- 
ces which accompanied that event, placed the whole kingdom «( 
Mysore, with all its resources, at. the disposal of the CoaqMiiy; 
and thus, the only power in India to which the French cxmld 
look for assistance, or which could be deemed formidable to Bri- 
tish interests, was now completely destroyed. OUier advantages 
might also be expected to, and did, flow from these events ; as 
they served as a salutary lesson to the various native princes of 
India, proving to them the danger of violating their public en- 
gagements, and of inviting foreign invasion, for the prosecotiiMi 
of schemes of ambition and hatred against the British power. 

The balance of power of the whole empire was thus Uiroini 
into the hands of Britain, presenting an irresistible force, and en- 
abling her either to concentrate the roost efficient part of the ceaour- 
ces of the Mysore in one mass, for the single object of her owad6> 
fence, against any possible combination, or to throw the Mime 
weight into that scale which might appear to require such a» ijd 
in order to preserve th^ geoen^l tranquillity, on the solid baas of 
justice and moderation. 

The consequences, in a pecuniary pdnt of view, to the Cqm- 
pany, by the final arrangements of territory, were very great 
There was an augmentation of direct revenue (tf upwards ol two 
and a half millions sterling, whilst the subsidiary treaty vifli 
the new Rajah gave them as much moire ; the whole makiqc a 
neat annual increase of about four millions. 

Nor did the country itself suffer; for it is a pleasio^ reflec- 
tion, that the inhabitants soon returned to their ancient custooiB ; 
the deserted villages were soon repeopled; and, under the foster- 
ing hands of British protection, the fertile environs of Seringapa- 
tarn soon began to flourish in a renewed state of peaceful culti- 
vation. 

The army being anxious to offer the Earl of Momingtoo, as 
they expressed themselves, some mark of its high esteem for tha 
wisdom which had prepared and directed the whole operatiooi;. 
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caased a star and badge, of the order of St Patrick, to be pre- 
pared, ID which 88 mao7 of the jewels as could be foood suitable 
w^re taken from the treasmy of Tippoo. These were enclosed 
Id a golden box and sent to General Harris, with a request that 
he would transmit them to the governor generaL 

His lordship's answer on this occasion was highly honourable 
to his feelings; and he expressed hiBiself sincerely desirous of 
accepting the gift of the army, and of wearing it as an emblem of 
Iknr glory, and of their good will ; he also expressed himself 
satisfied that it never was in the contemplation of the legislature 
of Great Britain to prohiMt the acceptance of such honorary 
marks of distinction ; but as a careful examination of the whole 
iMisiness had convinced him that he could not accept of it with- 
out violating the letter of existing statutes, and creating a prece- 
dent which might hereafter become the source of injury to the 
public service, he, therefore, was under the necessity of declining 
ttis flattering mark of their approbation. 

Thi^ self denial of the noble governor general was duly appre- 
tfated at home; and he not only shared fully in the thanks of 
the na^n, expressed through both houses of parliament, to all 
those connected with the brilliant conduct and issue of the war, 
hut also received a signal mark of his sovereign's favour and ap- 
proval by an elevation to a marquisate and a British barony. 

The tranquillity of India, dependent upon those transactions, 
permitted Colonel Wellesley, for a short time, to enjoy his welt 
•arded fame* amidst the blandishments of peace ; but we shall 
now see him engaging in a more arduous warfare as a command- 
ing officer, and with all the respoosilnli^ attached to that cha- 
racter. 

In the year 1800, the tranquillity of the Mysore country be- 

* Id the general orders of tliedihofMaj, he vaipartieiilarijr noticed. ^Oa 
referring to the progreat of the siege, so man j oeeaaiont hare oecnrred for w- 
pfanie to the troops, that it is difficult to particularize individnal merit ; but 
the gallant manner in which the honourable Colonel Welleiley (with others) 
Moducted the attacks on the seyeral ontworlcs and posts of the enemy de- 
tcrvea to be particnlarlj seeorded.'' 
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came much distarbed by a freebooter of the name of DhowHak 
fVaughy whose force sooo increased to such ap alarming extent 
as to threaten the secnritj' of the Company's possessions^ and also 
the territories of their allies, on the western borders of the peniii^ 
gula. It was necessary, therefore, to send a force for the sup- 
pression of this predatory ^tem ; and the governor general atr 
tacked such a degree of political importance to the whole trans- 
action, and reposed sueh implicit confidence In the talents of tils 
brother, as to give the command of the expedition to Colonel 
Wellesley, from whose exertions, both political and mililaty, he 
expected the most solid and extensive advantages would accrue. 

Colonel Wellesley, therefore, having assembled a sufficient 
British and native force, proceeded on his mission} and crossing 
the Malpurb^ at Jellahaul, on the 3d d" September, entered tbe 
territories of the Nizam at Hanamsagnr on the 5t|i. Colood 
Stevenson, wlio bad a force under his command to cooperate in 
this service, being obliged to cross tbe river in boats, was not 
able to advance until the day preceding; tuid as it ^ipeaied pro- 
bable that when Dhoondiah should be pressed by the wbple of 
tbe force on the northern side of the Duab, he would retuni into 
Savanore by Kanoagherry and Bopul, and would thu3 impede tbe 
communication ; or, if favoured by the Patans of Caonool, tod 
the Folygars on the right baqk of the Tumbundra, he would 
pass that river, and would enter the territories of Mysore, Co- 
lonel Wellesley determined to lead his detachment to the soadi- 
ward, and to prevent the execution of either of these desigatfjf 
be had them. Ue also resolved, afterwards, to push him to the 
eastward, and to take such advantage of bis movements as mleht 
turn up, while Colonel Stevenson should move by Moodgul and 
Nohsry, at the distance of between twelve and twenty miles 
from the Kistna, and the M^hratta and Mogul cavalry then <^ 
iected in one body between the British focce and the corps of ^le 
freebooters. 

In pursuance of this plan he arrived with hb little army at 
JEannagherry on the 7th, and on the 8th moved with the cavalry 
to Baswapoor, arrivk^ on the followiog day at Yepalperwy | the 
3 
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IbfftDtrjr being at Howley and Shinooor, abcmt fifteen milet in the 
tear. ''On the 9tb» in the rooming, Dhoon<]^ab moved from 
Malgherr^, a place about twenty-five miles ironi Rachoor, at 
which he bad been encamped for some days, towards the Kistna; 
bet on his road having seen Colonel Stevenson's camp, he re- 
tamed and encamped about nine miles in front of Colonel Wei- 
lesley's force; it was clear, however, that he did not know of 
the near approach of the British, believing them still to be st 
Shfamoor. 

On the 10th, in the morning, the colonel moved forward With 
his force, and met Dhoondiah's army at a place called Conag- 
Imll, about ux miles from Tepalperwy, bebig then on their 
march to the westward, apparently with the dedgn of passing 
between the British and native detachments. At this period 
Dhoondiah's army consisted of 5,000 cavalry, which Colonel 
Wellesley immediately attacked with bb little force, consisting 
ooly of the 19th and 25th dragoons, and Ist and 2d regiments of 
amtive cavalry. 

Dhoondiidi was strongly posted^with his rear and left flank 
eovered by the village and rock of Conaghnll, and he stood ihe 
attack for some time with apparent firmness; but such was the 
rstpidity and determination of the charge, made by the four repr 
ments, which their gallant and ju<Uciou8 commander was obliged 
to form In one line, in order to bear some proportion ia length 
to that which they had to attack, that the whole of the enemy's 
iine gave way, and were pursued for many miles with great 
alatighter. In the retreat many, among whom was Dhoondlah 
himself, fell : and the whole of the remainder were dbpersed and 
acatlered in small parties over the face of the country. Part of 
the enemy's l>aggage was still remaining in his camp, about three 
miles from ConaghulL The colonel returned thither, and got 
posseasieo of all the elephants, camels, and every thing they 
bad. 

This total defeat and dispersion of the rebels, and, above 
all, the death of Dhoondlah, put a complete end to the warfare^ 
and freed the goverameot from all fears for the tranquillity c^the 
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rounby ; and the whole bunuess vas most haodsomely completed 
by Colooel Stevenson, who at Deodroog, on the very day of the 
action, came up with and took tlie only two remaining guns Uie 
enemy possessed, together with a quantity of baggage, all 
the remaining camels, bullocks, &c. throwing the whole body 
into confusion, taking many prisoners, and dispersing the rest 

In all the details of tlie action Colonel Wellesley gave the 
greatest credit to Colonel Stevenson, to the movements of whose 
detachment he considered himself as indebted for the opportunity 
of destroying one who might have become a formidable opponent 
of the British government. 
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SECyiON III. 

Ckfiniel Wedeal^ dettined for new senricei, but reminet hit «ommAii4 iU 
the Mjrtore— Preliminary obaerrttioii*— Gradatiotit of miUUrj rank- 
Site of the Mahratta sute— Anecdotes of Seiodiah— Scindiah's poGtiM— 
AtUoks on the power of the Peishwah— liberal policj of the Marquis of 
Wellesley—Sulraidiary treaties with the country powers— Babuioe of power 
in Hindostaii— French intrigues—French cruelty towards the Great Mogul 
•^Preparations ibr war— Army assembled under Lieutenant General 
Stewart- X«ord CKtc giTCs the command cf a detached force to Ma- 
jor General Wellesley— March of General Wellesley's force towards 
Poonab— Arriral at Poonah— Grateful reception by the nativea— Rein- 
statement of the Peishwah— Political and diplomatic power granted to 
iSeneral WeBesley — Force of Scbdiah and the confederates— BTaaive 
conduct of the Mahratta chiefs-— March towards Ahundnegoo— Attack of 
that fortress Storming of the Pettah— Surrender of the fort— Anecdotes 
of the attack— March of the army in pursuit of the confederates— Capture 
of Jalnapoor— Militaiy operations and advance to Maulniah— March to* 
wards Attye^Battle •/ Mtne^WSafMrj anecdotes of the battle— Total 
defeat of the enemy— Insicfioos proposals of the enemy — Battle of AUyghur 
—Capture of that fortress — Battle of Laswarrah— Restoration of the great 
Mogul— Anecdotes of General Lake— Obsenratioos political and military 
— Mflitary mdnument at Calcutta — Further operattons—Capture of Asseir 
Ghur — GaUant battle of Arf^aum — Siege and storm of Gawilghnr — MiU- 
taiy delineations— General Wellesley concludes treaties with the confede- 
nte Ri^jahs— General Tiew of the successes of the war — Military and oiTil 
compliments to Mijor General Wellesley— War with Holkar-*Capture of 
Chaodore— Gratitude of the natires to the major general— Elected knight 
cf the bath— Return to England^ Ice. Sic. kc* 

TRANCIUILLITY being restored in India, bj the lran»* 
acdoQB with Dhoondiah, and bis final overthrow, the great and 
•ompreheosiTe mind of the governor general meditated an ex- 
pedition to Batavia, to be commanded by General Baird. In 
the event of the success of this enterprise, a part of the fotce 
was to have been detached for the purpose of attacking the Mau- 
litius and the Isle of Bourbon. Colonel Wellesley was destined 
to this bnportant duty. Accordingly, in the month of December, 
1800, he was recalled from his command in the Mysore, and 
flitted his government of Seringapatam, followed by the good 

10 



74 

wishes and prayers of the native inhabitants, and the sincerest 
testimonies of friendship and respect from the troops under his 
command; and was succeeded by Colonel Stevenson. 

From some strange misconception of the powers of the go- 
vernor general, the necessary coSperation of- Admiral Baioiet, 
then commanding in the Indian seas, could not be obtained for 
this great and desirable object; and it accordingly fell to the 
ground, certainly very much to the detriment and injury of the 
Britbh interests in India; but part of the troops, to the ^m<msA 
of 5,000 men, proceeded to Egypt under General Baird, to act 
with the array there. 

This circumstance enabled the governor general to avail hhOf 
self once more of the services of Colonel Wellesley in the My- 
sore.; and he was accordingly remanded to the command of 
the forces in that country, and to his government of.Sering^t- 
tam. 

it appears that it had been intended that Colonel Wellcsl^ 
should have had a command in the expedition to Egypt; and he 
was actually gazetted as brigadier general in that country on-Ae 
25th of July, 1801 ; but circumstances, unnecessary to be nClh 
tioued here, had changed his destination.*' 

In every situation in which we have hitherto seen Colonel 
Wellesley engaged, we have always seen him equal to its duties; 
but a new scene was now opening, in which he had to attempt the 
two arduous characters of diplomatist and commander in cbid^ 
having attained the rank of major general, on the 29th of AprU, 
1802.t 

* It it A curious fact that a letter from Lord Elgin arrived in tUt constry 
dated tiie 5tli of June, tSOl, in which he aays that Lord Keith had reedved 
m deipateh from Admiral Bhmket of the 6th of May in that year, Btiidof 
thearriTalof General Baird and Coltmel Welletley with the Indian army. 

t The nulitaxy career of the Marquis of Wellington, up to hii rank (tf 
major general, it at follows : 
. Entign in the 41st regiment, 2Sth December, 1787. 

lieutenant e^ Jamuiry, 175$. 

lieutonant • 12th light dragoont, tSth Junc» 1789. 
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The predittor7 states, eomposiog the Mahraita power, have tieva: 
beeo united under an j regular form of confederation. Still, how- 
ever, a certain d^ree of union has taken place from the period of 
their first success, and throughout the whole decline of the em- 
pire of the Mogul, producing a vague and indefinite sentiment of 
common interest, founded principally upon their conmioo ori|^ 
and their xeligv>us and civil customs. Ever since the destruc- 
tion of the Mogul power, the same species of indefinite; yet • 
acknowledged, codfederacy has continued ; and by its infinence 
and cooperation, has enabled nvany of the adventurous chiefs to 
establish states possessed of much political power, and supported 
by a considerable share of military resource. 

This confederated power has long been under the guidance of 
a supreme chief, called the Peishwah. 
At tliis period Dowlut Rao Scindiah,* a powerful chieftain« 

paptaSn • - dSth, (or Ratlandshire regimeiitf ) Mth Jane, 1791. 
Captain - - ISthtightdrafOOns, 5'«tOetobM», 179i. 
Ifajor - - ' SSd regiment, SOCh April* \79S. 

liaUenant Colonel in the SSd (or West Rtdiag) reslnient,90t1i Septem^erv 
1793. 
Colonel in the armj, Sd May, 1791 
Briga^er General in Bgjrpt, l7th Joij, ISO!. 
Major General, 89th April, I80S. 

* Sdndiah was originally a Rajpoot, bom in the iriOage of Chemaroondoi 
near Poonah. His father suhaiBted for tome time by the cnltiTadon of aome 
iaadt; but, being diasatiafied with the profearion of a husbandman, went and 
entered Ibto the eayalry of B^jee Rao, then a mtre trooper, hiring himself 
and men to those who woald pay him best Bijee finding him wise, intelli* 
gent, and discreet, took him from his humble station; and his ingenuity and 
sigisity soon obtained him the eoromand of a small troop, from which he rose 
toeoQseqoeoee. When the Mogul empire was torn by intestine commotions^ 
Bsjee Rao waa detached with a large army into the Tarious districtBof Malwah, 
ht, to disposKSS the emperor's officers, and to asorp the govemment,Which 
h» faithfully executed, making the servants of the emperor tribi^tary ; and 
vranging the whole administration for his employer, the Rajah Saho. On ' ' 
this occaaoo, Ranqjee (Seindiah's father) hating performed sereral veiy gal. 
bnt exploits, he was exalted to a high command, and rewarded whh large 
r«nts of Und. Dying soon after, he leH two legitimate sons, and two iUegi* 
tSrnste, the youngest of whom was Mba Rajah Scindiab, wh(S <m the death of 
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had impaired the authority of the Pdshwah to audi ao exteot^ 
88 to have completely fiuBtrated every benefit which Lord Com- 
wallia intended to secure to the British iotereats by the alliaoce 
with that supreme officer : for he absolutely usurped the goveis- 
meat of Poonaht and had established himself in the vichuty of 
that city with a powerful army, the regular infantry and artillery 
of which had been disciplined, and were then principally com- 
manded, by French i^cers. 

This influence of Scindiah had been felt by the Marqids of 
Wellesley, even as far back as 1 798, when he wished to prevail 
on the Mahratta powers to fiilfil the conditions of the sidmstiqg 
alliance against Mysore, in spite of the then otherwise friendly 
intentions of the Feishwah himselfy and several of the other 
cbieb. In fact, the hostile chieb had actually maintained a 
secret and treacherous correspondence with Tippoo until hit M; 
and even after that period by means of emissaries, (under the 
direction and control of Scindiah, who was then abeolutely 
paramount in the durbar at Poonah,) had attempted toexcto the 
dethroned family, and the remaining pensioned officers of the 
late Sultaun, to commence hostilities against the finglisfa, and 
foment a rebellion in the Mysore. Still the governor general, 
by a safe and liberal policy, (and who had already oOmd a 
part of Tippoo's states to the Mahrattas, though the offer ins 
refused through Scindiah's influence,) attempted, by propositioas 
of the most amicable nature both to Scindiah and the PdA- 
wah, to ward off the e^qpected hostilities on the part of the 
Mahratta powers; but these offers were again all rejected, 
through the policy of Scindiah, who, depending upon his military 
power, and on French assistance, seized the govetoment of 
Poonah, the capital of the Mahratta empire, and absolutely pro- 
hibited the Peishwah from cementing his ties of alliance with 
the company; and even compelled him to violate bis good faith 
with Britsdn at the expense of his reputation, and to the ce^ 
tain subversion of his own power as a sovereign prince. 

hii three brothen during varioas dtstarbuncet, inherited the pfttenial estates 
%vA aimed at sorereignty in the domiukms of ^eMognl, hb ipaat«n 
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At tbl» period the destracdoo of the hoistile force of Mysore^ 
accompanied by the coosolidatioD of our alliances with the lii- 
aani, had left us without a siogle rival in India, the Mahratta 
powen excepted; nor could even they become formidable under 
any circumstaoeea, except their union under an enterprinng 
diieC Such a ciieia, howcTer, had now approached ; and it was 
obviously lequired, by common prudence, to check its influence 
and consequent baneful elTects as soon as possible. 

The governor general, therefore, having in 1800 formed a sub- 
ttdiary treaty with the Nizam, at the court of Hyderabad, it 
t attempted to extend it to the Mahratta chiefs; and, in 1802, 
actually put in force with the Gmckwar ; its operation at- 
taching that state to the British interest, and securing to the 
Company a valuable and important territorial establishment in 
the populous and maritime province of Guzarat 

£vea this partial arrangement appeared to afford some securi* 
Xj for preserving a due balance between the several states, form- 
iag the Mahratta confederacy, and al]0 to tend in some measure 
to the prevention of any dangerous union among them ; but the 
then disturbed state of the Mahratta empire had offered a strong 
teaqytation to France to attempt the favourite object of establishing 
a doaiiaion within the Indian peninsula; and a considerable force 
for that purpose had been introduced under the command of Mon- 
sieur Perron, who, at that period, possessed the sovereign com- 
mand of some extensive countries, on the left bank of the Indus, 
wMi a revenue of near two millions sterling. At this period, 
indeed, there were still a few British officers in the service of 
Sriodiah ; but it was well known that Perron only waited the 
arrival of some more of his countrymen, in order to dismiss the 
whole of them. In fact, Pemm at that moment held both the 
penon and noQiinal authority of the unfortunate Shall Aullun^ 
the deposed Mogul emperor, in the most abject and degrading 
iolQection ; for the office of Vakeel, or Viceroy, being held by 
the Peishwah, Sdndiah, as his deputy nominally, and real master, 
administered the af&irs of the M(^ empire, whilst the fiction 
was earned to suah a length that Perron called his army the 



*< iniperiftl armj,*^ »ad faimself a wanfwoi tnd subject of* 41ie 
Great Mogul. 

AH tbe attempts oo the part of the go7erDor general to vercota- 
blisb the independepce of the Peishwah were ootr fbuod hapracti^ 
cs^le ; yet, uDtwithstandhig Ais, even as iar down as 1802, tbe 
marquis determined to renetr his negotiations for the conet«- 
non of an improved system of alliance with the court of Poooah, 
as the increased dbtractioos of that state seemed fiBLTOurd>le to 
BritisfaiiitereMs, in consequence of the recent successes of Holkar 
against Sciudiah« 

Holkar, however, was a roire adventul«r, an illegitimate sdb of 
a late chief; and the only boon which could be held out to blm 
was that of a secure and permanent establishment under BriUsh 
protection, instead of his risking his all for the mere chance of 
acquiring power and plunder at Poonah. 

But Sciudiah still maintained his power over the Peishwah, 
and Ills troops were actually en|?aji:ed with those of that chiefs in 
opposition to Holkar on the 25th of October, 1802, when Holkar 
was victorious. 

In consequence of this defeat, the Peishwah was anxknn la 
avail himself of British protection, and soon after fled from bfe 
dominions, under the patronage of the government of Bornbby^ 
being conveyed in an English ship from one of his own porls to 
the strong fortress of Severn Broog on the coast of Malabar. 

It was now determined to resort to warlike measures to re- 
strain the power of the hostile chieft, and, accordingly, a cdnsl- 
derable force was collected from the different presidencies, and 
assembled at Hunyhur, on the northwest frontier of the Mysore, 
under the command of Lieutenant General Stewart, who #as or- 
dered to adopt the necessary measures for the march of the Bri^ 
tish troops into the Mahratta territory, and to detach such a 
force as he thought sufficient for that purpose. 

The high opinion formed of Major Qeneral Wellesley by hb 
brother now displayed itself; for we are told in the menmtr 
drawn up by the marquis himself, that this command of the ad* 
vanced detachment necessarily required the united eserlion of 
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ttmsiderable roilitafy talent^ and of great poUtieal experieoce and 
discretion. lodeed, this high opiDion was not confiaed to the 
narqoia; for Lord Clive also (theogoveroorof the Madras pre- 
nd^K^j^y 9iid witbia whose timiCs of goyeniment the army was 
fanned) was convinced that the trust could not be confided, with 
«|iial (MTOspects of advantage, to any other person than the subject 
of our biography, whose extensive local knowledge, and personal 
ioflaence among the Mahratta chieftains, (acquired by his con* 
dnct in the command of the filysore, and by his subsequent vic- 
tories over Dhooadiah and the other refractory chiefs,) appeared 
best calculated to ensure success to the future important opera- 
^on8• 

Lord Ctive, therefore, gave instructions to Lieutenant General 
Stewart to that purpose ; and the general having directed a de- 
tachment from the main army to be assembled ready for action, 
consiatiag of one regiment of European, and three regiments of 
aative cavalry, two. regiments of European and six battalions of 
native infantry, with a due proportion of artillery, amounting al- 
together to about 9,707 men, together with 2,500 of the Rajah of 
Mysore's cavalry, the command was given to the honourable 
Major General Wellesley, for the purpose of advancing into the 
Mabratta territory. 

The i^ajoc geperal advanced from Hurryhur on the 3d of 
Marcb« 1803, and arrived at Tumbundra river on the 12th, which 
he then crossed ; his march through the whole of the Mabratta 
territory being most successful ; for the British troops were every- 
vbere received as friends, and almost all the chiefs in the vici- 
oify of tbe route of the detachraeht joined with their forces, 
•ad accoTQpanied the British army to Poonah. 

This long march, at a season of the year very unfavourable, 
>ad performed without loss or distress, must be considered as 
i^hly honourable to the commanding olTicer, though certainly 
BUich. aided by the amiable conduct of the Jagheerdars and of the 
BdMkbitants, which must, however, be considered as principally at- 
tributable to the fome which the British army had acquired in 
die campaign under his command against Dhoondiah Waugh. 



80 

The principal causes of success, indeed^ were Ibe abi&ty, tesft- 
per, acdTiij, aad skill of the general, which were most emineoi- 
\y displayed in directing the system of the supply and moyemeolB 
of the troops, in his prevention of plunder and of all excesses. . 
and in his conciliatii^ the inhabitants of the Tarious districtB 
through which his route was pursued. 

On the 15th of April, Holkar, now the principal chief of the 
rebellious party, had reached Chandore, (about one hundred atid 
thirty mil^s N. N. £. from Poonah,) whilst Amrut Rao alone 
remained in that city with a force of about 1,500 men. At the 
same time, a subsidiary force under Colonel Stevenson, sent by 
the Nizam, had arrived at Akloos, a town only eight miles from 
the Neera river, and but a short distance from the army of Gc- ' 
neral Weilesley, who immediately reinforced the colonel with 
the Scotch brigade. 

As Holkar's position was now taken up during a retreat froni 
Poonah, it appeared unnecessary to the general to advance all 
his troops to that city for the purpose of effecting the restoratloa 
of the Peishwah ; and as the country was already much exhausts 
ed, and there prievailed a great deficiency of forage, he deter- 
mined to dispose of a great portion of his army in such canton^ 
raents that the whole might procure forage and subsbtence, and ai 
the same time be ready to form a junction with facilllir, when- 
ever that might be necessary* In pursuance of this plan, he di- 
rected Colonel Stevenson to break up from his position, and 
proceed to Gardoon, where the Nizam's troops were to be quar- 
tered, and then to place himself with tlie British subsidiary troops 
in a position towards Poonah, and on the Beemah river, near its ' 
junction with the Mota mola. 

Previous to this, the major general had received informatioo 
from Colonel Close, the British resident at Poonah, that it was 
the intention of Amrut Rao to plunder and bum that city as sooq 
as the British troops should appear; and the Peishwah also, theo 
at BasseeR) sent an urgent request that h^' w^ld despatch part of 
the Peishwah^s army towards that place in order to provide for 
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the safety of some part of \Ab highness's family still resident 
Cbere. 

As soon, therefore, as he had completed his arrangemeats, he 
eotitinued his marcif to Pooaah, by the road of Baramooty, de- 
tetiaiiaed, as sooo as his army should arrive with'm tlie dbtaace 
I of a forced march, to advance himself with the British cavalry 
and the Mahratta troops belonging to the Peishwah, well knowing 
diat the latter were not of themselves sufficient to frustrate the 
designs of Amrut Rao. 

Having soon after received intelligence that on the 18th of 
April Amrut Rao was still in the vicinity of Poooah, and that 
^he had removed the Peishwah's family to the fortress of Saoghur, 
a measure generally considered as preparatory to the destruc- 
tion of the city, he marched, on the 10th of April at night, over 
a most rugged country, and through a very difficult pass called 
the little Bhoorghaut, about forty miles from Poonah, and arrived 
there on the 20th, at the head of his cavalry, having marched a 
total distance of about si^ty miles in thirty-two hours. 

Alarmed by the rapidity of the march of the British troops, 

Amrut Hao, as soon as he heard of their approach, on the mom- 

hig of the 20th, retired with precipitation, not having time to 

put his plans in execution for the destruction of the place • 

I, whilst Major General Wellesley, and his gallant few, were Wel- 

I ipmed by the small number of remaining inhabitants as their 

. deliverers. 

Arrangements Inrving now been made at Bombay for send- 

^bg an escort of about 2,000 men under Colonel Murray^ 

to protect the Peishwah in his journey towards his capita], 

' his highness passed General Wellesley's camp on the 6th of 

I ^ May; and on the 13th, attended by hia brother and a numerous 

'train of the principal chiefs of the empire, he proceeded to the 

1^ dty, when, having entered his palace, he resumed his seat upon 

)he musDud, or throne, with the usual ceremonies. During this 

' piocesdon, in order to heightea the effect, a salute was fired by 

the ^riUsfptroopSy which was answered from the fortress of 
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Saoghur, and which ceremony was followed by the same fitotii 

the surroundiog hill forts, &c. 

Sciodiah was aow again in arms, with the professed intentioa 
of opposing Holkar ; but the governor genferal was doubtful of 
his purposes, having reason to believe, that a confederacy actually 
existed between those chiefe, in union with the Rajah of Beran 
The circumstances which took place in the ensuing months coi»» 
firmed this opinion; and, accordingly, in this very delicate crisia 
of afiairs, it appeared absolutely necessary, on the part of Uk 
marquis, to unite the control of all political affairs in the Dekao, 
Gonntcted with the negotiations then going on, and with the 
movements of the army, under a dktinct local authority, sub^ct^^ 
indeed, to the governor general in council, but possesdns; &iO 
powers to conclude upon the spot whatever arrangements migbt 
become necessary, either for the final settlement of peace, or for 
the active prosecution of the war. It was obvious, then, that theae 
powers ought to be held by the commanding officer of the troops; 
and accordingly the marquis, as he himself states, determined, ott 
the 26th of June, to vest them in Major General Welleslejv 
whose already established influence amongst Uie MahnAt^ 
chiefs, and intimate knowledge of his sentiments concerning the 
British interest In the Mahratta empire, were particularly oai* 
culated to enable that officer to execute the arduous trust re- 
posed in hinit with the greatest benefit to the public welfare. 

The major general immediately commenced his political ope-* 
rations, and on the 18th of July addressed a letter to the BritlB|ft- 
« resident, directing him to state to both Scindiah and the Benulr 
Rfljah, the anxiety with which the British government de^red 
the preservation of peace ; and also to observe, that the ody 
proof which coutd be accepted of the sincerity of their amiciB* 
hie professions was the immediate disbanding of their armies, and 
their return from the Nizam's frontier to their own capitals ; ^ 
and the resident had further orders to say that if these temm 
were not complied with, he had orders to quit SciQcUah's cainp 
without delay. 9 

Several evasive attempts were made by the two chieftaias to 
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ayoid a letOeiBent, and it was evident that the defence aid 
8ecurit7of our own rights, and those of our allies, could only be 
maiotajned bj an instant recourse to arms against the united 
forces of those two Rsjahs. The season too was so far advanced 
4» to press for decbion» particularly as the actual prevalence of 
tb« rainy monsoon, in those provinces which must become the 
theatre of war, was considered as more favourable to our opera- 
tions than to those of the natives, who are unwilling to engage 
in hostilities at that period.* 

It is not necessary to detail the yarious cooperations intended 
l>y the troops under General Lake, though they will be noticed 

* By tbe most aecniiite aoecmnts reeuved on the fobjeet of tbe foro« of 
the enemj, it apiiears tbat towards tbe eloae of tbe mdntli of July, the troops 
apposed to Major General 'Wellealey, under the immediate command of 
Scindiah and of tbe Rajah of Berar in tbe field, amounted to about .SS/zOO ca- 
Talry, 0,5*)0 reg;ular infantry, fOO matchlock men, /KX) rocket men, and 100 
pieces of ordnance. Two brigades under Mon«eur Dndemaigue and Major 
Brownrigg, amoantiag to twelve battalions, with a Urge train of artillery, had 
laeen ordered to Hindoetan, and Major Polhman's brigade had been directed 
IS return to Bot^rhanpore, leaving with Scbdiah only eight battalions consist- 
ing of about 4,50*) men; the Rajah of Berar^s infantry amounted to 8,000 
men. These forces were posted at Julgong,*a place at the foot of tbe Adjun- 
lee Ghaut, in die Dekan ; and, in addition to the troops abeady stated, Scin- 
4ah had an advanced party of a few thousand horse dispersed through the 
A^foDtee hills. The force under the immediate command of Monsieur 
Perroo, Soindiah's general in the northern provinces of Umdostan, amounted 
to about sixteen or seventeen thousand regular and disciplined inftmtry, and 
1 wen proportioned and numerous train of artillery ; together with a body of 
intgtdar troops, and from fifteen to twenty thousand horse. The bead-quar- 
tertof Perron's force were established near Cooll, in a commanding situa- 
tioo on the frontier of the British possessions, and on the most vulnerable paH 
of our extensive oriental empire. 

The loeal sitna^n of Seindiah's territories, and the nature of his militaiy 
Ibree in HindotUn also, eonstituted at aU times a serious danger to British 
interest; lor part of those territories were situated between the .lumna 
Vkd the Ganges, tltus interrupting our line of defence in that quarter, whilst 
lOlie of his principal posts were introduced into the centre of our domi* 
B&OAs, which, with the possession of Agra, Delhi, and of the right bank of the 
iomna, enabled him to eommand nearly the whole line of our northwestern 
frontier. * 

ri<fe fVeUeile^i nUiory of the JFttr. 
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is the progress of the narrative; it is therefore a point most < 
nected with our main subject to state that Major General Wel- 
lesley, having received information on tlie 6th of Augost of the 
failure of the British resident's negotiation, was determined to 
commence hostilities without delay, but was prevented froat 
movmg by a very heavy rain, which had lasted three dayt« and 
had rendered the road from Walkee to Ahmednaghur totally im- 
passable. On the 7th it cleared up so much as to permit him to 
commence his march the next day, on which morning he had des^ 
patched a messenger to the Killedar of Ahmednagur, requiring 
him to surrender his fort 

On his arrival in tlie vicinity of the Pettahy (or town protected 
by the fortress,) General Wellesley offered protection to the 
inhabitants; but it was refused in consequence of the place being 
in the possession of a body of Arabs, supported by a battalion of 
Sciodiah's native infantry, and a body of horse encamped in an 
open space between the fort and the PettalL He immediately 
determined to storm the latter place, and accordingly attacked ii 
with the piquets of the infantry, reinforced by the flank cmh^ 
panies of the 78th regiment, under the command of Ldeutenaiit 
Colonel Harness; a second attack took place under the cook 
roaod of Lieutenant Colonel Wallace, with the 74th regtmeoi 
and the lat battalion of the 8th ; whilst Captain Yesey^ with the 
flank companies of the 74th, and the Ist battalion of the 3d, 
formed a third point of assault 

The wall surrounding the Fettah was found to be very lofij, 
and defended by towers; but then it had no rampart, so that 
Vhen the troops had ascended to the attack, they had no groiuxi 
on which they could stand ; and the Arabs, who occupied the 
towers, defended their posts with their accustomed obstinacy. 
They were, however, at length obliged to quit the wall; but fly* 
ing to the houses they continued a destructive fire upon the a*' 
sailants, who were also attacked by Scindiah's regular infancy 
after they had entered the Fettah; notwithstanding this, our 
troops were in a short time completely masters of the whole 
place, though with tl^ loss of some brave officers and men. The 
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Ion of the enemy, indeed, i^as much greater, as may be judged 
firom the nature of the contest ; and on that very evening all that 
part of their force which was not absoTutely necessary for the de* 
fence of the fort went oiT to the northward, accompanied by the 
greatest part of the Arabs. 

With his accustomed activity the major general reconnoitred 
the ground b tlie vicmity of the fort on the 9th, and on the 
eveoing of that day Lieutenant Colonel Wallace, with five com- 
panies t>f the 74th regiment, and the 2d battalion of the 12tb> 
seized a position within four hundred yards of it, on which, in 
the course of the night, a battery was constructed for four guns, 
to take off the defences on the side on which the principal attack 
was proposed. Atdajllght on the morning of the 10th this bat- 
tery was opened ; and it was so judiciously placed, and was 
aerwed with such effect, as to induce the killedar to propose a 
cessation, in order that he might send a person to treat for a 
capitulation. General Wellesley instantly replied, that he would 
net cease firing until he should have taken the fort, or until the 
MlWdar should surrender : he told him, however, that he was 
willing to listen to any thing which he might have to communi- 
cate. On the morning of the 11th, therefore, the killedar sent 
oat two vakeels, or commissioners, to propose the surrender, on 
coodltion that he should be allowed to depart with the garrison, 
and to have private property secured ; to which the general con- 
sented to agree; but, well knowing the treachery and evasive 
pnoc&ples of these gentry, he never ceased firing until five 
o'dock that evening, when the hostages arrived in the British 
caoop. On the morning of the 12th of August, 1803, the kille- 
d»r marched out of the fort, with a garrison consisting of 1,400 
men; and the British troops immediately took possession of it. 

The loss of the British was comparatively trifling after the 
Stb, owing most undoubtedly to the spirit with which the attacks 
oo that day were carried on ; and their acquisition was an object 
of great consequence from the advantageous situation of Ahmed- 
oaghur, on ^he frontiers of the Nizam's territory, not only cover- 
ing Poonah, but serving as an important point of support to allF 
1 



»6 

the future operations in the northeni disMct It was fai feet 
considered as one of the strongest forts in the coontirj; and tiie 
general himself said, in his poWic despatches, that with the «i- 
ception of Vellore, in the Camatic it was Uie strongest couotiy 
fort he had seen, and was throughout in excellent repair, except 
that part exposed to the fire of the Bridsh artillery. The whole 
number of the assailants killed were 18 Europeans and 12 aa- 
tives; wounded, 61 Europeans, 50 natives. As soon as tiie 
place was in our possession, the general proceeded to tak«. cha^ 
of all the districts dependent upon it, yielding an estoated twual 
revenue of 650,000 rupees, which districts were placed under 
the temporary management and authority of a Biilish office 
Proposing to advance to ^e Oodavery river, the general sta- 
tioned a garrison in the fort sufficient for its retention ; and, hii^ 
ing made all other necessary arrangements, be crossed that mtx 
with the whole of hie army on the 24tfa of August, and having 
arrived at Aurungabad on the 20th, he understood that DMrht 
Rao Scindiah, and the Rajah of Bbrar, had on the 24tb.enleiai 
the territories of the Nizam, by the Adjnntee Glmiit, wMba 
large body of horse. 

They had actually passed between Colonel StevensoD^s cmf$ 
(which had moved to the eastward, towards the Badoirhf 
Ghaut) and Aurungabad, and had proceeded as f»r aa Jaha? 
poor, a small fort, capital of a district of the same dame, abani 
forty miles east of that city; but no sooner did they hear of the 
arrival of the British troops, than they moved off to the souths 
east, with the reported intention of crosuog the Godaveiy, aad 
marching upon Hyder8A)ad. 

In consequence of diis the major general immediately marched 
lo the left bank of the Oodavery, and coutfoued to the eastward 
by that route; the river itself, at that period, being fordahleh 
every part, a circumstance hitherto unknown at that seaaoo of 
Ae year. 

The precision and rapidity of the movements of General W^ 
lesley's little army had all the desired effect of preserving the 
territories of our aDy from depredation. 
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The confedente cUeftains, finding Ait tbdr QAud mode of 
piedatoiy var&re wob not attended with wccesi, deiermioed to 
alter tbek propoeedplffiicrf operations; and accordingly croaBed 
ever to the ooftbwaxd, towards the Adjontee past, where they 
were reinforced by a detachment of regular infeotry, onder the 
coBHnaad of Meadeurs Pohlman and Dupont, conaiating of taX'* 
teofbatldlooat with a mimeroita and well equipped train of ar* 
tittery ; the whole of which force waa now collected about Boker- 
doiD, and between that place and Jaffierabad. 

During thia period, t^ war under General Lake in the oortli. 
era parta of India, and the operationa of a amall Bombay force 
tetiog against Baroach, were carried on with great brilliancy : 
we mual oonfiae ottvaelvea, however, to the operationa of the two 
corpe under General Wellealey and Colonel Stevenson, which 
joiDed OB the 21at of September, near to Bndnapoor, when it 
waa determiiied that the two divisions should move forward 
uparately towards the enemy, and attack them in the mondng of 
tha24tfa« 

The diapoaition which the confederate Rijaba bad hidierto 
erinced, of wiahing to avoid an action, and the neceaaity of ma^ 
Uag a vigoroua effort against their main force, afforded no other 
Bieaaaof elTecUng thia important object, except the one now un« 
deitdien; and, therefore, the two diviaiona united on the 22d; 
Cokmel Steveaaon taking ihe western rotite, and the general ad- 
vadng on the eaatem line of march, round the hilla between 
Bi^ldnapore and Jalna. 

HdvUtg arrived at Nanlnidi on the 23d, and there received a 
report that Scindlah and the Ri\}ah of Berar had moved off in 
theaKMrDing with their cavalry, and that the infantry were about 
to follow, but were atill in camp at tiie diatance of about six miles 
&om the ground on which he bad intended to encamp, it seemed 
obvioua that the proposed atUck waa no longer to be delayed; 
aod having, therefore, provided for the security of his baggage 
and atorea at Naulniah, he marched to the attacks 

The importance and rapidity of thia deciaion are atron^a^ 

iUistrative <rf our bero'a militafy character; for if he had not 
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idopted this ^irUed and judicioiiB resolotioD, tbe eomj- VMld 
probably have harassed him dudog the whole day of the 2M; 
and, as he could affinrd no other security to the baggage aad 
stores than the entreochmeots which he might be able to con- 
struct, it must have been exposed to loss if he had waited tti#i 
the 24th, according to the plan proposed, for the junction of Colo- 
nel Stevenson's detachment; at all events, he would have beco 
obliged to leave more than one battalion for their protection. 

There were other imperative reasons for hastemog the attack, 
which seemed to have weighed much jrith him; for he consi- 
dered that by thu prompt measure the enemy would be kept.io 
complete igporance of tbe position of the baggage and alorcs; 
and as there was every reason to believe that the confederate 
Bajahs would get information of Colonel Stevenson beiqg ooUs 
march to join for the attack on the foUowiog day, it was extrovp^ 
]y probable, in that case, that they would withdraw their gqps 
and infantry in the course of the ensuing night, in order to avoid 
the combined assault of the British forces. The inmydiitff 
attack, therefore, as the Marquis of Wellesley afterwards decla- 
red, was a measure dictated both by prudence and coun^e. 

The force left at Nauhuah, for the protection of tbe stoiei» 
consisted of a battalion of Sepoys, and four hundred of a uatiiv 
corps ; when the British army moved on towards the confeds* 
rates, who were found encamped between, and along, the caatfe 
of two rivers, the Kaitna and the Jnah, towards their jonctisD. 
Their line extended east and west along the north bank of the 
Kaitna river, the banks of which are high and rocky, and are 
iB^assable for guns, excepting at places close to the villi^^ 

The enemy's right, comdsting entirely of cavalry, was posted 
in tbe vicinity of Bokerdun, and extended to their line of infim- 
try, which was encamped in the neighbourhood of the fortified 
village of Asstb. The British army had already marched taut' 
teen miles to Naulniah ; and the distance from that place to the 
enemy's camp being six miles, it was one o'clock in tbe after- 
noon before the British troops came in sight of tbe comtnned 
army of the confederates. 
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Aldkmgh they had arrived io front of the eoemy's right, yet 
Higor General WeUesley determined, on reconodtring the ground, 
to commence his attack on the left, where the guns and infantry 
were posted ; and accordingly he marched round to their left 
flank, covering tiie mardi of the column of British infantry by 
Ae British cavalry in the rear, and by the Peishwah's and the 
Mysore cavalry on the right flank ; a manoeuvre* dictated by the 
consideration that a defeat of their in&ntry was most likely to be 
efectual. 

The British army now advanced, and the river Kaitna was 
passed at a ford beyond the enemy's left flank, when the general, 
with quick precision, formed the infantry immediately in two 
fines, with the British cavalry as a reserve in a third, in an open 
itMce between the Kaitna and a nuUah, or dry ravine, running 
parallel to it. The Mabrattaand Mysore allied cavalry he 
posted on the ground beyond the Kaitna and on the left flnnk, so 
that they might keep in check a laige body of the hostile ca- 
valry, which had followed the right of the British line of march 
from the right of the enemy's position. The first line of the Bri- 
tish army consisted of the advanced piquets to the right, two bat- 
laliims of Sepoys, and the 78th regiment ; the second ttoe was 
formed by the 74th regiment, and two battalioi» of Sepoys ; and the 
third coimisted of the 19th dragoons with three regiments of na* 
five cavalry* 

The British ^rmy and their allies amounted to no more than 
1,200 cavalry, European and native, 1,300 EufX)pean infantry 
and artillery, and 2,000 Sepoys; in all about 4,500 men. 

The enemy's force consisted of sixteen regular battalions cTin'* 
fefitry, amounting to 10,500 men, (exchisive of the Rajah of Be- 
Tar's infontry, and the irregulars of Sclndiah,) commanded by 
European officers, having a well equipped train of artillery ex- 
ceeding one hundred guns in number, and some very laige tK)dieB 
of cavalry, amounting to a number between 30 and 40,000 men. 
As soon as the British troops advanced to the Kaitna rivei^, the 
^coemy commenced a heavy cannonade, but with trifling: effect; 
and tiie moment they discovered that it was General Wellesley's 

12 
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iDteDlion to attack their left, they chaoged the poehioo belk oC 
their ardllery and lofaDtry, drawing them off firom the lue akn^ 
the Raitna, and extending diem from that river acrcM totite tII' 
lage of Aflsye, which Hea upon the Juah rirer, and there imdoed 
the right of the Britiah troops. To the fear of this iim line, mi 
nearly at right angles with it, a Becond line was formed havinifc Us 
left to the village of Assye, and its rear to the Juah river, slom 
whose bank it extended in a westerly direction. 

The attack now commenced, and the British troopa adiranoei 
rapidly under a very severe cannonade, whose execuCioo at fint 
was terrible. A fire had been commenced, at a distance of fear 
hundred yards, by the British artillery; but General Weilealey 
aeeing that it made little impression on the powerful and ezteaaive 
line of the enemy's infantry and guns, and finding that It coaU 
not advance with sufficient rapidity, on account of the Bomber of 
draught bullocks which had been disabled, immediately (mteiitd 
the artillery to be left behind, and the whole line to move on. 

This was the critical moment ; and it is important to obacEve, 
that much of the success of the day depended upon the pi—p^ 
and judicious order of the general to Lieutenant Coloodi llaK* 
well with the Bridsh cavalry, directing him to take case of the 
right of the infantry, as the line advanced towards the eoeaiy, 
who, unable to stand the chaige, were soon compelled (uotwHh- 
standing their tremendous cannonade) to fall back upon their 
second line in front of the Juah river. At this time toe» the 
casualties in the British line were dreadfiiT; the piqueta of the 
infantry and the 74th regiment, which were od the. right d 
the army, had severely suffered from the fire of the enemy's 
guns on their left near Assye ; and the 74th in particular 
was so thinned by the enemy *s cannonade, that a body of cavaky 
was encouraged to charge it, at Ifae very moment when it was 
most exposed to this heavy fire ; but they being in their tare 
chaiged by the British cavalry under Lieutenant Ck>looel Max- 
well, they were driven with great slaughter into the river Juah. 
At length, overawed by the gallant and steady advance of tJie 
British troops, the whole of the eoemy^s Uue gave way in every 
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Aneetkm, and the Britiah cavalry^ who bad abeadjr crossed to 
the northward of the Juah rirer, sow cut !d amoog their broken 
fahiOTj^ chafing the faghives aloog the bank of the river with the 
Ifrevteat effect, and with leieat slaughter. jC^otwithstaiHliiig this 
•igiial defeat, jet the small mimber of the British had not permitted 
Oeneral Weiiesley to secore all the adyaotages gained in the 
beat of the action ; so that manj of the enemy's guns, which had 
been left in his rear, were actually turned upon the British line 
by mmibers who, hairing thrown themselves upon the ground 
near didr artitlery, had been passed by the conquerors, on a 
anppoeitioB that they were dead. This ig an artifice often prac* 
tised by the native troops in India ; and they now aTailed tliem* 
aelvea of it to couinience and keep np for some time a very 
heavy fire. 

Though the enemy's line too was thus completely broken 
throagh ; yet still, from ita extent, some corps were able to move 
off the gimiod in very good order ; and, at this critical juncture^ 
IjienteD ant Colonel Maxwell was unfortunately killed whilst 
chargii^, at the head of the British cavalry, a body of infantry 
whieh had retired and was again formed in full force. The ene* 
ny's file too in the rear became so galling, that General Wei- 
lesley himself was obliged to take the 78th regbnent and the 7tb 
regiment of native cavalry, in order to put a stop to it. Even 
at thii moHient the fortune of the day again became doubtful ; 
for the eoeniy's cavalry, which had been hovering round the 
British troops daring the whole of the actioof still contioued 
neat the line $ but that body of infantry which had re-formed be- 
ing completely cut down by the British cavalry, notwithstand- 
ing the foil of their commanding officer, and General Wellesley, at 
the same moment, compelling the scattered parties of the enemy 
In the rear of the line to abandon the guns which they had seized 
and turned against the British troops, the victory was now deci- 
tfve, and tlie enemy retreated in full flight, leaving twelve hun- 
dred men dead upon the field of battle, immense numbers of their 
wosHided scattered over the countiy, ninety-eight pieces of can- 
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of military stores and ammunitioo. 

Major General Wellesley, in Ids despatches, stated that the 
victory, which uras certainly complete, had neverAeless cost 
veiy dear, the loss in officers and men lieiug very great; and 
that of Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell, aod other officers in par- 
ticular, being greatly to be regretted* He gave great praise to 
Lieutenant Colonels Harris and Wallace, for the manner in which 
they conducted their brigades; and to all the <^cer8 of tlie staff 
for their ready and useful assistance; and he observed, that the 
officers commaoding brigades, nearly all those of the staff, and 
the mounted c&ctrs of the infantry, had their horses shot under 
them. 

It was not until the evening of the 24th that Colonel Stev«»> 
son was able to join General Wellesley, having been prevented by , 
several iropedimeots from prosecuting his niarch as rapidly m 
was expected. This shows more fully the propriety of the ge« 
neral's measures in hastening the attack ; but at the MURf time re- 
flects no blame whatever upon the gallant colonel, whose comlMi* 
had always been marked by the greatest zeal, activity, and pub- 
lic spirit. He was immediately detached in pursuit of the ene- 
my, aod his success in harassing their retreat fully justified 
General Wellesley's reliance upon his services. 

The good coosequences of this victory were soon dbplayed; 
for on the 8th of October Major General Wellesley received a 
notification from the camp of Scindiah, from a person of the 
name of Ballajee Khoonjur, who was one of Scindiah's ministera, 

• The total number killed were, Europeans 198, natives 428, and 32S 
borses ; the wounded were 444 Europeans, l,l3a natives, and HI horses, and 
th«ire were only 3« missing. The officers kmed were Uentenant Colonel 
Maxwell of the ! 9th dragoons, and Capuin l^ Boyle ; Captain H. Maokej, 
4th native oavalry j Ueutenant Bonomi, Jth native cavalry ; Captain Ueutea- 
anu teele and Fowler, UeutcnanU Undsay and Griffiths, of the artillery j 
Captains D. Aytone, A. Dycc, R. Macleod, J. Maxwell, Lieutenants J. Camp- 
hell, J M. Campbell, J. Grant, R Nielson, L. Campbell, and M Morris, of 
^e 74th; Ueutenant J iJoiiglas of the 78th; and Lieotenants Brava^ 
Mavor, and Perrie, of native eorps. 
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letpieidog that he wouM despatch a British officer, together with 
an officer of the Soubah of the Dekao, (or Nizatn,) to the coo- 
f<Hierate camp, for the purpose of Degotiating terms of pea<^ be- 
tween the British and the Wizam, and the confederate Mahratta 
cldefe. The m^jor general, however, well knew that this man 
hid been originally despatched by the Peishwah from Bassein to 
Scindiah, for the purpose of explaining to liim the nature of the en- 
gagement entered into by the Peishwah and the British govem- 
meot, when that diplomatic personage, with all the accustomed 
TersatiBty and treachery of a Mahratta politician, had deserted 
his master's service, betrayed his confidence, and attached him- 
self to the service of Scindiah. General Weliesley, however, 
had other sufficient reasons for declining this buuness at the pre- 
sent moment ; for as there was no mention made dther of the Ra- 
jah of Berar, or of Scindiah himself, in this communication, he 
had no certainty of the application being authorized by either of 
diose chieftains, wh9 might thus, when convenient, disavow any 
kDewle<i^ of the matter; and he also suspected that it might be 
merely a feint on the part of those chiefs, as the presence St a Bri- 
tish olRcer in the enemy's camp at that moment would have tend- 
ed to raise the spirits of their troops, and prevent their disper- 
ttoo ; nay, might have been represented by the insidious enemy 
as an attempt on the part of die British government to sue for 
peace. 

He therefore refused to comply with the re.quest; but at the 
same time signified his disposition to receive at the British camp, 
with every mark of honour and respect, any person duly em- 
powered by the direct authority of Scindiah, or of the Berar 
Rajah, to propose terms of peace to the allied powers. 

The confederates finding their tricks, if they were such, com- 
pletely circumvented, and not choosing to treat t>n serious terms, 
now collected the remains of their broken army, and tnoved 
along the bank of the Taptee river to the westward, as it appear- 
ed to General Weliesley, with the intention of proceeding to the 
southward by the road which leads to Poonah ; he therefore de- 
termined to remain to the southward in order to watch their 
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tnoyemtots, and detached Colmiel Stevenioa for the altidt of 
Boorhaopore, which fell sboilly afterwank. 

Id the general orders, which were isBued at CakutU od 
the receipt of the lOteUigeDce of this decisive victorj al kasymi 
the gorenior general observed that at the close of a ccoi* 
paign of the most brilliant success and glory in every quarter 
of India, this transcendent victory demanded a testimony of pi^ 
lie honour equal to any which the justice of the British govere- 
ment in India had ever conferred on the conduct of our officen 
and troops, in the roost distinguished period of our military bio- 
tory ; and he added that the important benefits resulting from th«t 
triumph of our arms were not inferior to the splendour of tlie 
action itself, when it was considered that the immediate 
quences derived from the exertions of that day were the < 
plete defeat of the combined army of the confederate chieftain; 
an irreparable blow to the strength and efficiency of tlieir militaiy 
resources, especially of their artillery, in the Dekan; tile ejfr* 
pulsion of a hostile and predatory army from the territory #f 
our all/ the Nizam; and a seasonable and effectual chedLta tlie 
ambition, pride, and rapacity, of the enemy. 

As a further mark of distinction to Major Genen^ Welkaky^ 
brave army, the governor general ordered that honorary C9^ 
lours with devices properly suited to commemorate that splendid 
victory should be presented to the various corps employed 
in that service; and he directed that the names of the bra;v« 
officers and men who fell in the battle, should be commemorated^ 
t<^ether with the circumstances of the action, upon the publls 
monument to be erected at Calcutta, to the memory of aD tlioie 
who had fallen in the public service during that campaign. 

In execution of the plan which General Wellesley had laid 
down of watching the motions of the confederate chieftmioa, lie 
arrived at Poolinary, about sixteen miles north from Aunn^ 1bad» 
when he observed that they did not advance to the southward, 
as he had been informed they first intended; and in the night •€ 
the 15th of October, be receifed information so particnlar of 
the disposition of their troops, baggage, dx. that he coo c hidedl 
1 
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ttejr iDteoded to iotemipi Colonel SteTeiiBOo, vho was then de- 
tached towards Asseerglmr after the capture of Boorhaopore. He, 
therefore, immediately put his army in motion on the 10th, and 
descended the Adjuntee Ghaut on the 19th ; at which time'Scin- 
diah bad moved to the northward; but he halted on the retiuro 
of the British, and returned to Taptee, where the Rajah of 
Berar separated from him, as it was said, for Chaqdore. But 
General Wellesley, well inowiag the tricks of these wily chief- 
tains, suspected immediately that this report had been circulated 
for the purpose of drawing him to the southward again; there- 
fefe, as Colonel Stevenson had by that time got possession of 
Asseery[hur, and was fully equal to any thing that could be sent 
Igunst him, he immediately reasceoded the Ghaut, and thereby 
Irastraled the plans of the enemy. 

In this judicious opinion and determination he was confirmed 
by receiving authentic intelligence, on the 24th, that the Rajah 
rf BerAr bad actually passed through the hilb which form 
Ike bonodary of Candeish, and had moved towards the river 
Cbdavery« 

General Wellesley, therefore, proceeded up the Ghaut with 
the British anny on the 25tb, condnued his march to the south- 
md on the 26A, and on the 20th of October had passed 
Aarungabad. At this period the Rajah had advanced gradually 
to the eastward, and was at Lakeegaim, about twenty miles north 
frsm Pattrin* on the arrival of the British troops at Aurungabad ; 
nd so much was he alarmed at dieir advance, that during the 
tine of their being in bis vicimty iHp to the 31st of October, he 
■ovedhls csmp no less than five times, expecting as rapid avisit 
as they had paid him at Assye. His force, however, was now 
▼ery nach reduced, and so little efficient, that 5,000 of Ids ca* 
nfary, whom be detached to attock a convoy of gtain and bul- 
locks under the charge of Captain Baynes with three compaoi^ 
of native infantry, two guns, and 400 of the Mysore cavalry, 
veie actually defeated by that small force. 

After the capture of Asseerghur, by Cekmel Stevensoo, the 
Qomritting activity of General Welleslerwas still directed to 
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the various milHuy ciyettB in view; and iq the latier end of 
Novembery various conferences having taken place with S<^- 
diah's ambassadors, who now felt himself obliged to negotiate, a 
cessation of arms in the Dekan was agreed upon on the 23d of 
that month. 

During th^ progress of the negotiation, the Rajah of Berar 
had moved towards his own dominions, and the major general had 
descended the mountains by the Bagoorah pass, for the purpose of 
cooperation with Colonel Stevenson, wha was then proceeding to 
the attack of Gawilghur. 

On the 28th of November, the BritiBh troops under General. 
Wellesley came up with a considerable body of Scindiab's regu- 
lar cavalry, accompanied by the greater part of the Berar infa^i- 
try ; and, as ^cindiah had not fulfilled the conditions of the tmce 
which he had himself sought with such eagerness, Geoersl W^ 
lesley resolved, notwithstanding the eager and insidious lemoa* 
straoces and protestadons of Sciudtah's vakeel, who was stiU, ia 
his camp, to atteck the enemy with all possible vigour. He iai- 
mediately, therefore, moved forward to Parterly, when be, mm 
joined by Colonel Stevenson, the confederates having retired 
from that very spot, thejr rear being still discernible from aioftj 
tower in the vicinity. The day was still extremely hot, and tha 
troops were so fatigued that the general felt uiclined to poetpoae 
the pursuit until the evening ; but he had scarcely halted whca 
large bodies of the enemy's horse were noticed in front : and the 
piquets being immediately advanced, the whole army of thexou- 
federates was dbtinctly perceived, f(Nrmed in a long line of ca- 
vahy, infantry, and artillery, extending a front of five miles ctt 
the plains of Jrgaum. 

The moment was now critical; and the general, Cnding that 
the enemy wa^ determined on a general action, histautly advanced 
wiOi the whole army in one column, in a direction nearly paralkl 
to the enmy*s line, and with the British cavalry leadtog. Aa 
the British army neared the confederates, it was drawn upln two 
lines, the first consisting of the infantry, the second of die ca^ 
vahy, and the r%ht wing was advanced in order to press (n the 
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eneinj, whibt die left was supported bj the Mjwre horse. Ko 
sooDer had the Britkh come prettf dose, than they were at- 
(adLed by ft large body of Persian troops, who maintained a most 
desperate conflict for some time, biit were at length totally de- 
stroyed : at the same time a charge of Scindiah's cavalry was 
repulsed with great bloodshed by the first battalion of the 6th, 
vhen the whole hostile line gave way, and fled with ^e utmost 
(vedpitation and coi^iision, leaving thirty-eight pieces of cannon 
and dl thehr ammunition in the hands of the victors. 

The rout was, in Ikct, in all parts of the line, most decisive; 
and General WeHesley immediately pushed 6n for Oawilghur» 
in order to commence his operations against that fortress. The 
aerrices of tlie army were now laborious in the extreme, and 
audi as scarcely had ever been witnessed. In this service Ge- 
neral WeHesley's army took a principal share, although his ol>- 
jeet was principally to cover the operations of the siege, but If 
piedble to carry into eifl^ attacks upon the southern and 
v^atem facesr 

On the 12th, at night. Colonel Stevenson's detachment opened 
two batteries, from brass and iron guns, to breach Uie outer fort 
sad the third wall; and another to cl^ar and destroy the de* 
fences on the point of attack. A fourth battery Waa erected by 
General Wellesley's own <fivision on the mountain, under the 
Bouthem gate, for the purposeTof effecting a breach in the waU 
near that gate, or at least to divert and distract tlie attention of 
the garrison. On the night of the 16th, the breaches of the outer 
viAl of the fort were judged practicable; and a storming party 
WIS ordered for ibe attack, at ten d^clock on the f^^owingmom* 
iog, under Lieutenant Colonel Kenny. At the same time two 
attacks were to be made from the southward; one on the sooth 
fate, by a strong detachment under Lieutenant Colonel Wallace, 
lod the other on the gate of the northwest, by a similar force 
ttfider Lieutenant Colonel Chakners. ' These latter dispositions, 
hswever, were principally intended to draw off the ^oen^'s at- 
ita&Ki from the real point of assault. 

13 
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At the appcnnted hour the three parUes mtPmA fbrwa«i) wad 
that under Lieutenant Colonel Chalmers reached the ixxrthfwert' 
gate, just as the enemy were attemjiting to escape ihraii|{h H^ 
from the bajooets of the assafimg party under LlettteBaot Cdtnt^ 
Del Kenny. A dreadfiil slaui^r new ensued, and Lieuetii- 
nant Colonel Chalmers entered the fort ^vithoutany diffixnd^^ 
The wall in the inner fort, in which no breach had yet beM 
made, was stiii to be carried ; after some zVbem^ upon the gal» 
of comroimication between the inner and outward forts, a pla^e 
was at length found, at which it was pesdble to escalade the 
wall; and hei€ Captain Campbell, with the light infootiy of the 
94th regiment, ^ei the ladders, scaled the wall, and opened tlie 
gate to the storming party, who were quid^ly masters ef the 
place. The garrison had been num^ous^ and their rtau||ttifc 
was great. The eflfect of these operations, and of the otheista 
the nor&, were so powerful, that on the I7th of December, 18e9, 
Oei^ral Wellesley had an opportunity of displajing his dipb^ 
matic powers, by the conclusion of a treaty of peaee with the 
Bajah of Berar in his camp at Deogaum, in which the Ri^ 
renounced all adherence to the confederacy, ceded to the^^ott^ 
pany the provinces of Cuttack and Balasore, and engaged aew 
to keep in his service the subjects of any state which m^^ h«^ 
at war with England. 

Soon after thb that hiOieito restless prince, Schidiah, fimHqf 
that he had no remaining chance of gratifying* his amfaitkiii -or 
levepge at our expense, finding himself without an ally, aai 
haviiilg exhausted all his resources and expedients, thought pih^ 
per to send an ambassador to the general also, when anoCharttcs^ 
was conchided, on ^ 30th of December, highly favouraMe to 
the Britidi kiterests. 

Id the monUi of February, 1804, the prindpal offieera of 
Major General Welleeley's army agreed to present hhn with o 
vase of gold, worth 2,000 guuieas, of superior workmanship, 
with an inscription recording the BaUle rf Msye^ that event ao 
decisive of the campaign in the Dekan. The committee dij^et* 
ed a notification of this intention to be presented to him, to wbi<A 
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he icoedsd, with iOBieTerjr bao^bome compUmeoii to the officers 
aadftittj; and it is not irrelevant to mentioD hece tbat the ele- 
gam oSkx of a Star of St Patrick, whieh lua brother t)ie mar- 
pb had with 6o much proprietf declioed receivnig as ^ present 
bam the armj, had been followed up by that star bemg actually 
presented to him by the India Companj themselyes, to trhom 
the army had transmitted the star itself, with a reqifest that it 
sight he so approprialed ina compiiment which did honour to 
Ike liberality of all pardes, and was a very handsome accompani- 
■eot totheir grateful grant of a liberal pension to the governor 
Seoeval for a term of tweiity years. 

. Mi^ General WeUedey having proceeded for Bombay, in 
April, 1804, after the ratification of the various treaties, aecoro- 
panied by the ambassadors firom Sciudiab, dso by some of the 
QStlpe chiefe, he was received not only with all the military 
hooours due to his high station, but with all the respect whieh the 
ishataitants m general could show him for his eminent services. Ad- 
dMsea of the most leepectiiil and flattering nature were presented 
ta J^uB, to which he returned modest answers, attribnting all his 
saecesfl^oot to himself, but to Ids gallant troops, and to the ezer-* 
tela of the dvil government in cooperating^with him* Splen- 
did fttes were given by the governor, and the whole routine of 
pul^c dinners, &c. &c was gone through; and,in 8hort,nothhig 
omitted which could testify the high sense entertained of his 
merit, by aU ranks and distfaictions in the settlement In the 
addreas, it was very justly asserted that the (fiffksult negotiadons 
wltteh be carried on with two hostile powers, when, at the same 
mara^t, his attention was occupied by the operations of the field, 
did the greatest honour to his talents as a statesman, and display- 
ed a happy union of political i^ll and of military science. 
. The geueral repose of the British empire in India was for a 
Ami time disturbed by the hostile condbict of Holkar, who, we 
have seen, had been formerly in league with Scindiah and the 
B^sh of Berar. 

The conduct of this chief, however, was predatory in the 
f'Xtxeiiie; for he spared neither friends nor foes, but actually 
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made mi attack upon Scindlah'a fort ^C Aprntttt duhig, m at 
the period of, tbe negotiatioDS wHh the Briliali. 

On the «etilemefit of thepeace with Sdadiah aad the Bern 
Rajah, though the British goyenuBeiit iow the ftitility of eoler- 
ing into alliaoce wiUi Holiar, yet it was still an olijeet of policy 
to the Marquis of Weilesky to keep him quiet if possibie; aod 
as we had nothing to do wiUi Uie question of succession between 
Urn an^ his brother, it was proposed to conelnde an engafc* 
men! with him, agreehig to leave him in the unmolested ese& 
cise of his authority, provided that he would engage to ahstsio 
from any act of aggression against the British goTemmeot or ill 
allies* 

After considerable delay aod negotiation, alet&er was addresi> 
ed by Holkar to General Wellesley, still commandfaig a» ntmf 
in the Dekan, and which appeared to be written in Febmafji 
1804, in which he demanded the cession of certun distikts id 
that country as the price of peace, aod added, that in the evoot 
of a war taking place, although he might be unable to oppsie 
the Bridsh m the field, still that ^ countries of many hondRd 
GOBS* should be overrun, and plundered, and burnt; thst tlie 
British commander in chief should not have leisure to breatiie he 
a moment; and that calamities would fall on hnudjpeds of dMh 
sands of human beings in continual war, by the attacks of Ms 
army, whiek averrvhelnu Uke the waves of the seaJ^ 

Even this insolent letter did not make any imprearioo oa tk 
moderation of the British government; but it was at leflgtk 
found absokitely necessary, in the month of April, to rednce kif 
mischievotts power, which seemed solely bent on ^aturU^g the 
general tranquillity. 

The operations of this war, however, feH principally on Oeoe- 
ral Lake; and the army in tlie Dekan, under Major O^ieral I 
Wellesley, had little more to do than to undertake the redci€tioa ^ 
of the strong fortress of Chandore, whose fall, though redoood- 
ing highly to the military skill of the general, affords no remarkt- 
ble features {i>t our present biography. 

* A C088 u about two English m3e8» 
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Vh» complete destiuelkn of HoHuit'b force looo led to a ^eatr 
ffd pacificfttaoD, aod the Marqab of WeResfte^ having deter* 
noed to ghre op the govemnieQt c^ India and retuni to £q- 
glaiidy the filaiqiiis of Coniwallis was appointed to succeed him» 
aod every preparaticm made for the departure of the governor 
general aod his brother as sooo as the Marquis of Comwaiiis 
sbcmUl arrive. 

Id the early part of this year, (3d of May, 1804,) Major 

C^eoeral WeUesley received the high honour of the thanks of 

vboth houses for his gallant and judicious services; aod about the 

same period a very handsome sword, of the value of 1,000 

gmneas, was presented to him at 'Calcutta. The feelings of the 

natives of India towards the major general may be drawn firom 

9B address presented to him in the month of July, 1804, by the 

infaaUtants of Seriogapatam, in which they declare that they had 

reposed lor five years under the shadow of his auspicious pro- 

teetioo; that they liad felt even during, his absence, in the midst 

of battle and of victory, that his care for their prosperity had 

been extended to them in as ample a manner as if no other object 

liad occupied his mind; and that they were preparing in their 

aeverai casts, the duties of thacksgitiog and of sacrifice to the 

preserving God, who had brought him back in safety : and they 

eooelttded with this remarkable and memorable prayei^— *' and 

when greater affairs shall call you from us, may the God of all 

easts and all nations deign to hear with favour our humble 

and constant prayers for your health, your glory, and your hap^ 

piq^s !** 

On the Ist of September, 1804, the gallant subject of our 
Inography was elected a knight companion of the jnost honoura- 
ble order of the batl^; from which period we must ^ak of him 
as the honourable Sir Arthur WeUesley. 

Preparing, in March, 1805, to return to England, Sir Arthur 
Wellesley received the most flattering and respectful addresses 
from all quarters; from the army, from the garrison of Serioga- 
patam, and from the native inhabitants of that city; to all which 
he returned answers highly expressive of his gratitude for their 
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good wishes, as «^ as to his own regiment, Ibe 33d, wbo,firQm 
their head-quarters at Yellore, testified their gntefiil feelims finr 
his unremitted atteodoo to their happiness and wetfure, during a 
period of tweWe years that he had been their lieutenant c^ooeL 
He shortly after proceeded for England, and, late in 1805, arri- 
ved once more inhb native country. 
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SECTION IV. 

rreUminaiy clisenratioii*— ExpeditioD to Hanofer— MarriAge of Sir Artliui* 
Wellealej— Genealogieal aneedotefl of the LoDgford family— A^^Kiiiited 
€hi^ •eeretarj for Irdttd— War with Denmark—Poliey of Fraaoe 
toward! that coatttr7*«>-Bxp€ditioo prepared for Copenhagen— Sails for the 
Sound-*- ArrWal at Copenhagen— Landing of the army— ProeUmatioft 

. by the commander in ehief-— Commeneement and operationa of the nege 
of Copenhagen-^Daoiih army formed in the interio r Sir Arthur Wellea- 
ley dMached with a separate command— Operations of his army^-BatUe 
«f ^oge-"»De&ataf the enemy— Copenhagen homharded— Capituhitio»^-> 
Geoeroos and pmdent eoBdnet of the conqueror*— Fleet and arsenals 
taken possession of— Military anecdotes of the siege, &c.— Return to En- 
gland—Thanks of hoth houses to the officers employed— Political con* 
duct of Sir Arthur respecting Ireland^ &c. &c. &c. 

I^ the latter end of 1805, Oieat Sritab having a^ed to a 
partial support of her friends on the continent, a considerable 
feiee was accordingly embarked at Ramsgate and landed at Bre- 
men, where they were welcomed by the inhabitants with every 
mark of kindness; and a proclamation in the name of his roajes- 
^ to his Hanoverian subjects was immediately issued. On the 
17di of December Lord Cathcart arrived there from England, 
and took the command of the British army then quartered in 
Bremen and in Hanover; and at this period Sir Arthur Welles- 
ley, havingbeen placed upon the stafi; was promoted to the com- 
dDaiid of a brigade. 

The circumstances of the time prevented this small force from 
accomplishing any thing; and accordingly they soon after re- 
tamed from the continent, landing at Tarmouth in February, 
1806. 

After his return from Hanover, Sir Arthur Wellesley for a 
diort period had a command upon one of the coast districts ; 
and then his discipline and management were as creditable to his 
military character as a tactician, as his general deportment to- 
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wards the officers tinder ids commaod was to hb repatatioe ».« 
soldkraod aj^eDtlemaD. 

Oa the death of the MarqaSs of Corowdlis, theo XlJolooel of t 
the 33d regiment, Sir Arthur Welksley was named to aucceed 
him, having been its lieutenant colonel thirteen years, and pie> 
sent with it fur almost the whole of that tinie, duriog % periqd^i 
active service. . * 

We have aow seen Sir Arthur Wellesley la the ebars«teni nf 
a military chief, and of an able diplomatist ; a new scene, how- 
ever, now opened to him as a politician, he. having taken Ids sesi 
in tlie house of commons fpr Kewport in Haqts, in whidht situar 
tlon be showed equal abilities as in the field* particularl^n tb^ 
defence of his brother. His eloquence and intimate knavrledge of . 
the subject were irresistible on the minds of all who were not 
warped by party or by prejudice. 

Early in 1806 he was married to the Honourable Miss Elizsr 
beth Pakeidiam,* daughter of the late Lord IiOngfi»d» but his t 

* This Terjr anwent and noble family- is origin^ of Sazon dp w o a t i ani 
we find th«t in the reign of Edward III. fo Lawrence Pakenham^ kat ma^'- 
vied EUzabeth, second asKr and coheiress of Thomas EogaSne, Bsnmsf * 
Blatherwick, in Northamptonshire. Fron him desceaded 8ir John andSr - 
Hugh Pflkooham, brothers, in the reign'of Henry YHL snd the oorteqocttsa 
of the family may be drawn from the fhet durt; Sir John> the eldest, .was pei^ 
sessed of the manor of Lordington in Sussex; and his only dangh^ aal 
heiress, Constance, was married to Sir Geoffry de la Pole» hat. seeond ssa 
of ^ir Richard de la Pole arid Margaret Plantagenet, only daughter of Georgs 
Dake of Clarence, brother of KingEdwavd IV. 

Sir John, the yonogest, was lord of the manor nf Korwidbam in LbMfai^ 
sliire, and left issue a son, John, and a daughter, Anne, who was mar^aed in ths 
retgn of Henry VIII to ^ir William Sidney, (first totor« and then chaashci^ 
lain and steward of the household to Ring Edward VI.) by whom she w» 
mother of Sir Henry Sidney, afterwards Lord Depnty of Ireland. Tkssa 
marriages are suflieient proof of the early importaoee of 4ihe fiunily* Jote- 
Pakenham, already spoken of, had issue only one son^ 1?obert ; and he waft • 
have died aboot the ekMO of Edward's reign ; for we find that in the first year 
«f Queen MarTf that princess granted the wardship and marriage of his son to 
Sir Henry Sidney* 

Robert left an only son, Hugh, who having no leas than eighteen childveB^ 
^1 aaales» three of thei^ vent over to Ireland* as officers af thcnsrm/y i&UMS^ 
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tafents were not peimltted to giok into cbHyira, as we fiod Irim 
« veiy few days titer in his place in the liouse, attemfing to the 
efaar^s bronj^t forward against the marquis, his brother. 

In the early part of 1807, Sir Aithor WeDesIey was appointed 
cfafef secretary for Ireland, under his grace the Dulte of Bich- 
nood ; and on the 8tb of April, 1807, was sworn in a meml)er of 
the British privy council in consequence of that political office, 

Ihiring the subsequent months he was sometimes resident in 
Ireland, attending to the duties of bis office, and at others fulfill* 
iog his dnty in tlic noited parliament. ' 

At tluB period the attempts of Bonaparte to shut the Baltic 
against 'English commerce were nearly successful, and his plans 
•C seizing the Danish navy for the purpose of the Invasion of 
these countries was well Iluowu (o government ; a fact which, 
though denied by many at the time, has since been fiilly proved 

MTvulig in ike troops scdt to suppress the nnhappy^ rdl^ctKon which then raged 
^thatcoontrj. 

Tlie eldest of these three was Reary^^i^i anoestor of the present familj. 
who had £or his serriees a grant of the lands of Tiilliuallyy now better known 
by the name of Pahenham UaO, in the eounty of Westmeath; whieh are tdll 
m poflsessiofi of the family. He seems to have been of considerable couse* 
qnenee in that part of the eoontry^ and was elected member of parliament 
farCatan, in the ooaoQr of Meath, after the Restr»ration. 

His son* Sir Thomas Pakenham, Imt. was prime sergeant to his majesty in 

InSaud. He died in 1709^ and was succeeded by liis son Edward^ who sat in 

parfiament for the county of Westmeath during great part of the reign of 

George I Uia eldest sod, Thomas, also sat in parliament for the town of Long* 

' ford| and in i 75$ was called up to the house of peera as Baron Longford. He 

usrried Elisabeth* heiress of Michael Cuffe, Esq. of Baltinrobe, in the county 

of Mayo, and had a son, Edward Michael, the second lord. Lady^Longford 

i ^ciog grand nieee of tlie last Eari of Longford, she was, on the 5th of July, 1773, 

i Seated Goimless of Longford, with temamder to her son Edward; buthe, 

I dnogh Baron Longford, never inherited the earldom, dying before his mother. 

j He married Elizabeth, daughter of Hercules Langford Kowley, Esq. by the 

hte Viscountess Longford, and had a numerous family consisting of the pre- 

Knt eari ; Edward Michael now a major general, and serring with lus iHus* 

^noas brodier-in-law; William, a captain in the naty, unhappily wrecked ia 

.^ Saldanha frigate ; and, amongst other daughters^ Elxxabbtb, th 

'^ttftUT KOtT irOBlUB KABCHlOirSSt OV WJtLLZKGTON. 
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hy his owD state papers. Little, indeed, was now waotic^'ta 
the completioQ of hb plau but the consent of Denmai^ : the op- 
posed, however, but a feeble obstacle to his ambStioo, and be 
proceeded bj threat^ and negotiations to prepare her for his 
views ; whilst his annj on the l)orders of Holstein was ready to 
take advantage of anj opportunity that might offer for a sudden 
irruption into that country. 

The British government, having kept an attentive eye upon 
these transactions, determined to frustrate them by sending to sea 
a powerful military and naval armament, consisting of about 
twenty-seven sail of the line, with 20,000 men ; andjtfcb bad 
been the secrecy attending the whole preparation of tflrespedi- 
tion, that it was at sea before either its destination or its fctcc 
was known to the public* 

The command of the troops was given to Lord Cathcnt, nd 
Sir Arthur Wellesley accompanied him on the service; and die 
naval part of the expedition was under the directfoo of Adoirri 
(now Lord) Gambier, assisted by other gallant officers. 

On proceeding to sea one division of the fleet, under liiir<iD« 
mediate superintendence of Commodore (now Sir Ridwrd) 
Keats was detached to the Oreat Bett, with instructiooi toi 
no military force of any description to enter the Hlaad <if i 
land ; and this enterprising, yet prudent, officer having oondiMMed 
Ills squadron through an intricate and difficult navigation, statipo- 
ed his vessels in such a manner as completely to fulfil the ordtis 
intrusted to him. The British arrhy was conducted by the 
main body of the fleet to the Sound, when the operatiofisr earn- 
minced with the greatest vigour. 

A proclamation was immediately issued by the commao<iar it 
chief declaring the circumstances under which they were ob^ed 
to proceed to this debarkation. 

On the 18th of August, 1807, the reserve of the army hnded 
at five in the morning with the ordnance of a light brigade, and 
occupied the heights of Hellerup, before Copenhagen; and la 
the course of the day additional troops were landed. A flag of 
truce was then received from Major General Peyman, commsD- 
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dtr So chief in Copenhageo, reqnesdng pagsporU for the two 
Frineeases of Deonuuek, Dieces of hh DaoiBh majesty, to leave 
Copeohageo, wbich were granted; and in the eveoinj; the army 
maiched by their left m three columns, and lay upon their arms 
in advance* At daybreak 4he whole army marched in three 
columns to invest the town, and every arran^ment was made; for 
that purpose in the course of the day. About noon hostilities 
actually commenced by the i»quets towards the left being 
attacked^ whilst the Danish gun-boats, rowing out of the hartxmr, 
cannonaded the left of the line with grape and round shot 

Tfaejgiquets soon drove in and pursued the enemy, and resumed 
their pRts, being supported by the advance of part of the line; 
and the British gun brigs and bombs, having been towed as near 
the harbour as they could be, opened a ftre, though at a consi- 
derdiile distance, upon the Danish gunboats, forcing them, after 
a kog and heavy cannonade, to retire into the harbour. 

On the flttccee^Hi^ day (the 18th) the attacks of the gun-boats 
were renewed upon the light British vessels in advance ; but a 
brigade of artillery on shore being brought to enfilade them, they 
wtra forced to retire> as well as part of the garrison which had 
^ane^out In advance upon the road. In the course of the day 
the engineering and entnsnching tools were Uinded, and every 
lUog was prepared for commencing the siege in form. 

At three in the mdrmeg of the 24th, the army was under arms; 
tiie centre advanced its position to the height near the road which 
Tinitf in a direction paraHel to the defences of Copenhagen, on 
l» Fiedericksburg, occupying that road and some parts beyond 
it 1 he guards at the same time occupied the suburbs on that 
ade, flanked by a detachment of the 79th; and there they dis- 
kidged a piquet of the enemy, who, in their retreat, concealed 
liurteen three pounders which were afterwards found. 

All the piquets of the garrison now fell back to the lake or 
imnidatioiiB in front qf the place, the Bridsh piquets occupy- 
Jig their ground, and in the afWnooo, the garrison having 
iJMEwed itself on all the avenues leadino: from the town, as if with 
-Aiesign either to recover ground or to bum the suburbs, Ihe dif- 
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fetent corps in adyance drove them io on all sidea* and M 1l» 
sam^ time seized all the suburbB on the north bank of M 
takes, some of whkh were onljr 400 yards distant from ^ 
ramparts. '^ 

In this aflBur Sir Arthur was engaged with fab diriaiOQ, wA 
General Sir David Baird's division turned, and carried a 1^ 
doubt which the enemy had been some days constructiBg, usA 
whrch was that night converted into a work agahist them. 

In the course of the evening die Danes set fire to tkeend sf 
the suburb nearest to Copentiagen, the upper part 6f wUch wis 
occupied by the guards, and was now defended' by iha6^\ but 
this was of little avail, for in consequence of the g tOn Ji u ettSi 
along the whole line, the works which had been fiiteaded* sol 
indeed begun by the Bri^sh army, were abandoQed, mad « mAI 
line of attack was taken, within about 800 yards of the nil 
body of the place, and even nearer to it on (he flanks. \ 

On the 25th the cannonade was briskly kept up on bothsUoi; 
and on the 26th, it being understood that the D%xAkr fhnad, 
Castfenschiold, had formed an army iu the imerior of tlM^lslail . 
consisting of three or four battalions of dlscipBiied trodpa, inh ■ 
sides a number of armed peasantry, it was judged ne€eass*y4i 
disperse this force; and Sir Arthur Wellestey wl» dtiipcl«Ml 
for that purpose, having with him the merveof the aiaiyfei|(k 
squadrons of cavalry and horse artillery, Imder Mkjor Oeaeiri 
Linaingeo, the Oth battalion of the Hne, King's German Legkm 
and a light brigade of artillery. He marohed to Roakild Xto^* 
«nd on the 27th advanced in two divialons to attack this eueniy ia 
front and rear at Koenerep; bat finding that CasteaschiM had 
SDOved up towards Kioge, be look a pofitiou to cover the \» 

* Roddid it the mott tneient town in Zealand, and it lituated oo a bii|Mk 
of tile Jiiefiord, in a vfille j, whilst the banka of the riyer form a very itrilfag 
eimtrait with hiW situation. It has hcen long in a declining sUte i Uli the 
wcneryaroatnd it ia teaiittfid in theeitreme, w^vaatibrealt oToift, thniagh 
vhieh at intervalB Marions spires and tteeplea steal upon the ymw^ vlJtela 
its immediate Tieinitj are innumerable com fields, interspersed with eheerfiil 
hamleu and detached farm steads. In the town is the aneiant eathedral and 
boxyingplaee oC llw n^ha^. 
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iiHtiy amj. On the eveolog oC the 27t^ he placed Colooel 
Bfidao with a force at VaHeoftiireak, and oa the 28th General 
UoBiiiffap marched towarda Boakildt thereby fonaiag oo the right 
of Sir ArthoK^t nain body. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley havie^ had reason to believe that Geoe- 
nl Caat^nacbiold still remained at Kiog:e, he'determioed to atp 
laek ^Im on die 29th of August, and arranged with General 
LiosiBi^ that he should cross the Kiof;e rivulet at Little 
Sdljtas^ and torn the Dapi^ left flank, whilst he himself should 
flMive abns; the sea road towards SSbge, aod attack in /root. 

Both diviskms.accordingl7 broke up in the raoroiog of that 
d^Y aflR marched according to the eoncerted plan. When Sir 
Aitimr appibaehed to lUoge, he found the enemy in force on 
the Bovth side of the town and rivulet, from whence they inune- 
diately commenced a cannonade upon the patroles of hussars in 
front of the British troops. At this tiaie their force consisted of 
three or four battalions of the ttoe, with eavaliy on both flanks, 
lod apparently a large body heyoad the town and rivulet* At 
tls^jtiifte agreed upon whh General Lipsiogen, Sir Arttiur formed » 

hk fnfandy in one lBie»:w^ the left to the sea f having the twp 
sq w d ro i w of hussars -upon the right ; and aa. there had been 
asBK appearanceof SLr movement by the eoen^ to their kit, and 
hahad not liad any .eommwdcaUon with {General lilnsiogen, and 
•f course was not certaiaof his having passed the rivulet. Sir 
Arthur,, with his accnstomed promptitude, immediate\y ordered 
the attack tojconunenct tii^chflteofbattidioosfromthe left, the 
whobbeing oovered by the first battalion of the 05th reghneat, 
aad by a well directed iiie from the artiliory. 

It (ell to the lotof the 92d regiment to lead this attack; and 
they performed dieir ^^ in the roost exemplary manner, being 
cqaally well supported by the 52d aod 53d. 

So warmly were they handled by the British, that the enemy 
«ere soon obliged to retire to an entrenchment which they had 
fcrawd in the front of a camp on the north side of Kioge, and 

^hey also made a di^Msltion of their cavalry upon the sands, to 
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siharge the 02d in flanks as adiraiicii^ to attack dui 
ment 

B7 this disposition of the Danish force. Sir Arthur waa oUI- 
fed t6 move Colonel Redan's hussars from the right to the left 
llaok, and to throw the 43d into a second line; after which the 
03d carried the entrenchment, and forced the enemj to cetvaat 
into the town in great disorder. Tliej were followed immediatoly» 
In Uie most galhnt stfle. by Colonel Redan and hb hussars, and 
by the first battalion of the 06th regim^ and afterwards by Unt 
whole line of infantry. Upon crossing the rivulet, it waa fiooiHl 
that General Linsingen's corps had advanced upon the riglK 
flank, and the whole joined in the pursuit ^ 

At this moment Major (General Oshoken, the second in cobi- 
urand of the Danish force^ who had joined the eoemy 00 the |ioe. 
ceding evening with four battsdions, attempted to make a stand 
in the village of Herfolge; but he was attacked so briskljr hj- 
the hussars, and a small detachment of the 1st and 05Ui, tbal-lie 
was compelled to surrender, along with Count Wedel Janabm^ 
and several other officers, and about 400 men. OutMa occarioa 
the loss of the enemy was very great; many feU dmiDf ttie 
action, and there were sixty officers and eleven hundred. meia 
taken prisoners. In the fl%ht the Danes threw away tbfir^uEW 
and clothing, and many stands of the ferm^ fell into the 
of (he pursuers, besides several pieces of cannon. 

On the 1st of September, 1807, the mortar batteriea 
nearly ready for service, the place was suromotoed; but the 
swer arrived late,, accompanied by a de^re to take the 1 
of his Danish majesty on the sul^ject, so that no reply could be 
aent until the following day. 

On the evening of the 2d of September, the land bi^lerlai^ 
and the bomb and mortar vessels opened a tremendous fire upoia 
the town, and with such effect, that in the coarse of a very abort 
time a general conflagration appeared to have taken places The 
fire was returned but feebly fnnn the Dtnfeh rampaits^ «id firoci 
the citadel and crown batteries. 
On the evening of the 5th of September, a letter waa seal by 
3 
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tbeOttiiflb geoenil to prbpoiie an armifitioe of twentj-four hou9 
iar preparing an agreement on which articles of capitulation 
ttigbtbe founded. The armistice was declined, as tending to 
unnecessaiy delay, and the works were continued ; but the firing 
'Was countermanded, and Lieutenant Colonel Murray was sent to 
-explain that no proposal of capitulation could be listened to, 
•inless accompanied by the surrender of the fleet. 

On the 6th this basis having been adouttcd by a subsequent 
- letter. Lord Cathcart sent for Sir Arthur Wellesley from his com- 
•ttand in the country, where, as was said in the public despatches, 
lie had distinguished himself in a manner highly honourable to 
hunself and adv«ntag^us to the public service; and he, with Sir 
Home Popham, and Lieutenant Colonel Munray, was appointed to 
prepare, and conclude the terms of capitulation. 

These oificers, with their accustomed energy, having insisted 
.QO proceeding immediately to business, the capitulation was 
4rawn up in the night between the 6th and 7th of September, and 
ibe ratification exchanged in the course of the morning, Lieute- 
'■Mit Colonel Burrard taking possession of the gates at four 
•^dock in the afternoon* 

The Danish navy, delivered up in consequence of this treaty, 
.«Msi8ted of nxteen ships of the line, fifteen frigates, six brigs, 
^nd twenty-five guo-boats, besides vessels on the stocks; in the 
arsenals were found stores sufficient to fit this fleet for sea; and 
Ifaottgh all the men of war, both English and those captured, were 
laden with those stores, there still remained enough to fill 02 
sfttt of transports, amounting to upwards of twenty thousand 
ftons» 

The loss sustained by the British, in both services, was com- 
paratively trifling; but that of the Danes is computed to amount 
. to about 2,000 persons, with the destruction of nearij 400 houses, 
besides the burning of property, &c 

The damage done by the bombardment was considerable. T]|e 
aumbetdr houses totally destroyed amounted to 305, and about 
000 damaged. Among the former was the great cathedral, the 
•teeple of which fell in with a dreadful crash. All the buildings 
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in the Deiglibourbood of the cadiedral were a heap of ruins, H 
being chiefly against that quarter that the bombardment was di- 
rected, probably, as it was said, from a wish to do the least possi- 
ble injury, tliat being the worst buik part of the town. A ^reat 
part of the buildings of the university were also destroyed. The 
cumber of individuals who perished was reckoned at 600, and 
nearly as many severely wounded. 

In short, the distress and confiision in the dty was truly bor- 
rible; but after the capitulation, tlie magistrates and principal 
inhabitants gave every relief to the unhappy sufferers, who were 
chiefly of the lowest classes. For this purpose several churches, 
which had not suffered from the bombardment, were fitted up for 
their reception ; and it is much to the credit of the Britbh com- 
mander in chief, that he offered to send in provisions and other 
necessaries, but his proffered assistance was refused. 

After the posts were thus taken possession o( the squadroo 
proceeded to rig and fit out the ships that filled the spacious 
basins where they were laid up in ordinary, and at the es|nxafc- 
tion of the term limited in the capitulation, they were aQ, together 
with the stores, timber, and every other article of equipment 
found in the arsenal and store-houses, prepared for conveyuice to 
England, where, with the exception of one line of battle ship 
which grounded on the Isle of Huen, and was destroyed, they all 
arrived safely in the month of October. 

On the return of Sir Arthur from Copenhagen, he was in his 
place in the house on the 1st of February, 1808, when the thanks 
were delivered by the speaker to the various officers. 

During a long and arduous session he dedicated himself to the 
ciyil service of his country with as much advantage to it, and 
honour to himself, as he had heretofore done in the field ; and 
when we contemplate the records of parliament in the yean 
1800, 7, and 8, it is impossible not to admire ^at manly com- 
prehensiveness of mind, and liberality of sentiment, which fitted 
him for every discussion, and carried him through many' warm 
debates without ever creating him a single enemy. 
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£ven in May, 1808,^ Sir Arthur c^gdAied his^officid services, 
and ]Q that month broiight in a biH for eofoMi^ the resideDce 
of the episcopal clergy upon their benefices in 3Mfui49 and for 
erecting churches, and building glebe hpiftes, m that 'kingdom. 
From these civil duties, however, h^.^tra8 soon na^fA to -takb a 
command on the scene of Us pireseoit glory ; m shiiil, therefore, 
postpone ail further detail to die saceeediiig^ieotioii. 

'.J ' 
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SECTION V. 

Comluct of Bonap«rte'toward» Spdft-Propa«d emigration of the Sp»iab 
royal family^ D6wnfaU of tht prince of peaoe-AbdicaUon o^ *^Sp-i. 
niBhldng-MndridUkenpoweasion of-Inanguration of King FerAnairf 
-.Journey of King Ferdinand to Bayonne-Its ceniieqnenoe»-Anecdote« 
of the Queen of Sj^n-Anecdote. of Bonapart^Ma»aore of the i«h». 
HUDtB of Madrid by the French-Joacph placed on the throne of Spam 
-EnthuriasticpatriotSun of the Spanish people- Evacuation of Madrid 
by the French-Enthn«a.m of England in the Spanish cause-EipeditKm 
prepared to defend.Portogal, and anecour. Spain— Sir \rthur Welleiley 
proceeds to Sprite- Joins theJJritish admii-al oflF the Tagus-Retum. to 
Mondego Ba^ in Portugal-Lands the army-Anecdotes- March of the 
army— Topographical and miUtary sketches of the country— March to Ko- 
leia— Attack and defeat of the French— Anecdotes— Reinforcements ar- 
rive from Englaiid— Arrival of Sir Harry Burrard— Battle of Vimiera— 
Sir Arthur Wcflesley superseded in the command— Arrival of Sb flew 
Dalrymple— Convention of Cintra— Anecdote* of the French, fce— Mil- 
iary and political observation*— Sir Arthur Wellesley returns to Englutd 
—Court of Inquiry— Observations— Explanation of Sir Arthur's conduct 
—Issue of the court of incpiiry, and his majesty's marked displeasure at the 
convention, &c. &c. be. 

NO sooner had Bonaparte concluded the treaty of ^iblt, by 
vhich he had sybjtgated thf north of Europe, than he tuned 
bis attention to the west of the continent; and not content irith 
having the resources of Spain and Portugal, and their tranaal- 
lantic domiQions, at his command, resolved to place some of Ihb 
own family upon their thrones. 

He took advKitage of the opportunity which the vileness tad 
imbecility of the Spanish royal family gave him, to pour large 
bodies of French troops into the Spanish territoiy ; nay, so gsewt 
was the infatuation, supposing that they only came to preserve 
order and tranquillity, that the government actually issued 
orders to receive and treat the French even on a more tiberal scale 
than was used towards their own native array. By these meaos^ 
iu a very short time, all the most important posts and fortresses 
of Spain, nay, the whole of Portugal, were in French occupancy, 
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when Napoleon ventured to thoow off the mask, by complainiug 
to the King of Spain, that the measure of uniting the Prince of 
Aaturias to one of his own relatives warf not in sufficient for* 
wardness. The king had no course left but to ejpftss his wishes 
for the immediate £olemnizalion'of the marriage { to «fbich Bona- 
partfe only replied by sending his creature, Don*Eugenio 
Isquierdo, back to Madrid with confidential communications, 
the proceedings on which were conducted Witli such secrecy, 
that their tenor can only he known from the fact titat soon after 
his departure from the Spanish capital, to return to Paris with 
the issue of his negotiations, the king arid qiiLeea had liegun to 
make preparations to emigrate from their native country to tlieir 
transatlantic dominions in Mexico* • 

Deprived of what they cotisidered the support. o^ the prince of 
peace, the miserable occupants of the Spanish throne^dared no 
longer attempt to exercise the royal power, but immediately put 
In execution that resolution, which it has'^beefi asserted they liad 
for some time entertained, of resigning the sovereign power to the 
Prince of Asturias.^* ' ^ 

The French general, Murat, judging the present circumstances 
favourable to his master's cause, immediately advanced to 
Madrid; givir^^'out, that Bonaparte' might be e^i^peeted imme- 
diately at the capital, and the proidmity of hts troops* operated on 
the Prince of Asturias to make him anxious, at least for the pre- 
sent, to conciliate the good will of the invader. In fact; so very 
todons was he to avert or to avoid any cause of displeasure, 
that after havjing communicated his accession to the throne in the 
most friendly, affectionate, and even submissive terms, he actually 
lent a deputation of three of the first gran^lees to Bayonue, to 
compliment hb imperial majesty in his name. 

Murat now playefl his masterstroke of policy ; for, having 
possessed himself of the Spanish capital, he avowed that his po- 
litical interference was now necessary ; and that until the empermr 
acknowledged Ferdinand YII. it was impossible for him to take 
tmy step that should appear like an acknowledgment of his right 
to ttie crown; and that, in fact, he was under the necessity of 
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treating onty miti the fonner noDarch. Tfaose vho had flo^ 
ported the son, certainty In oppoeitioD to the father, now saw the 
tables coT^letelj tiurded, aod too soon knew what thej had to 
depend up<^ jrhilst, to give some colour to it. Mural listened 
to* the Boli^tations of the ling atid queen to release their favourite 
OoHoy from imprisonment 

In this state of thin^ as Cevallos Informs U8» the youn|r mo- 
narch mstde his'pul^^^ ^°^ ^^^ Madrid, and Mhrat, reiteratiog 
the reports of ^he immediate arrival of Napoleon, induced the 
ldng*8 brother, Don Carlos, to' set off with great haste to meet 
him ; at yie yme time his agents were busj in persuading the 
late king and queen to enter a protest against their own act of 
abdication* ^ 

With promisfs of friendship and favour Mnrat continued ta 
urge the youthful mdnarrh to proceed towards t|^ north in or* 
der to compliment Kis imperial majestjf on his arrival in Spain; 
and not having ro^'Bonaparte jit Burgos, he was induced, by the 
earnest and pressing entreaties of Savary, to proceed Ofi to Vit- 
toria. There he ac^tually' received infomvation of Napoleon's 
arrival at Bordeaux, in his way to Spain, and soon after of his 
being at B^vonne on the 1 5th of April. Ferdinand^ after a little 
hesitation, detenniued to pi^oceed to Bayonoe, l^t scarcely bad 
he crossed the limits of Spain when he began to ejtpress his attr* 
prise that no person had yet come to receive him. 

On his approach to Bayonne, he was met by the Prince oC 
Neufchatel, and Duroc, the marshal of the palace, accompanied 
by a detachment of the guard of honour which the citizeus oC 
Bdyonne had formed to attend upon Napoleon* They invited 
Ferdinand to proce^ for Bajonne, where a place had t>een 
prepared for his residence; and there he arrived on the 20th of 
April ; but his suspicions were now a little Aioie alarmed by the 
•ircurastance of this abode being but little suitable to the rank of 
its royal guest He seens also to have been much struck by 
this remarkable and expressive neglect forming a striking coo- 
trast with the studied magnificence with which he had prepared 
for the receptioD of the upstart emperor at Madrid. In Cict» 
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tlie whole toetue wmdSk freai hnpresBioii oa hini;'bttt i^Hsthe^^ 
was engaged in cooriderini; his feelings and his doubts concern- 
iD0 the meaning of a recq[)don which he had so little right 1o ^x« 
pect, it was amuHioeed to him that Napoleon was on bis way to 
pay him a visit. In a shirt time he artfv^d, accompanied by a 
Dumber of his generals ; and the youthfal monarch haying igone ., 
down to the street door to receive him, the two monarchs .em- 
braced each other with every appearance of friendship sand q|^ 
fectioB. The Emperor of the French, as it is relat^ by an eye- 
witness, staid but a short time with his^najesty, and jthey 'ein-.;? 
braced each other again at parting; when, soon afler, Marshal' 
Buroc came to invite the king to dine with Napoleon, wljosc^' 
carriages were coming to convey him to the castle of MaAac, . 
about a mile and a half frtox^Baydnne, then the residence of the 
French court. On his arrival there Bonaparte eame as fer as 
the steps of the coach to receive him, and having again embra- 
ced him, led him by the hand to the apartment providM for him; . 

Duiiog these occurrences the Ctueen of Spain had interested 
beMelf very much with Murat for the relea^ of Godoy ; and * 
Inconsequence Bonaparte hiroself had' written to Ferdiqaad Tll^ 
prtvimis to lus having him in his power, to which the /oung. . 
momcrch had merely answered that Godoy's^ife should be spared^ 
But Bonaparte immediately wrote ib Murat to demand him from 
the Junta ; he in consequence was releasedraod immediately ca^ 
veyed to Bayonne, escorted by a guard ; and there he ^rriv^ on ^ 
the 26th 6f Aprilv had a castle appointed for his residence, and 
was treated in all r^pects as a person of the first p>nsequ^ce ; 
and on the last day of the same month the abdicated monarch, 
iriih his consort, arrived there also, thus putdng the whole of the 
Spanish royal fomily into the power of Napoleon. ^ « 

To follow up the occurrences which ensued after this, pre- 
tSous to the final imprisonment of the different branches of the 
royal family, and trace the deep policy and crafty ^villany of 
Bonaparte through the whole tranSBcthMa^ wouldi^ ^ encroach 
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_ ■ too mudi ou our own subject.* We ahalTproceed, therefore, to 

tiie public cause of Spain, whbse inhabkaota paid very littleiat- 

teotion to the various acts of abdication and renunciation in fiivour 

oflSapoleon, but seemed determined to act for themselves. 

' The policy of Bonaparte ' idduced -him to send also for the 

jHtueen of Etruria and her son, (daughter and grandson of the 

Spanfsb king,) 'tttfo at Madrid ; but thb the populace oppoeed ; 

{i^ough, at last, they permitted the unhappy prisoners to set off. 

* The mrow and alarm, however* of the queen and her souvhad 

S; such' an effect that the popular resentment and indignation were 

.raised t#the highest pitch, when an aid-de-camp of Mur^^s ar» 

^ rived 'with a detachment of French troops, and a scene of the 

A bloodleat carnage commenced. It has been a matter of debate 

' who were the first aggressors / but t)iat is of trifling consequence ; 

it is enough that the French began with volleys of musketry, by 

which numbers* were killed, many of whom had not joined in the 

afrray. > The news immediately spread like wild fire, and every 

* "^ person who could procure arms rushed to Uie scene of action. 

A The issue of this business unhappily only tended to rivet more 

.. * Ooe oocurrenoe which took plaee on this oeoamoo it almost too iaermS- 
hie for history, and perhaps surpaaaes eTcnts of ^ay former times. 
• In the evenbg of the ^tlM>f May, N apoleon went to visit the king and (jueeii ; 
' and'th^ were present at this interview their son Don Carlos, Godoy^ and 
. 4^«Ail of the Spanish grandees. After 'some time the young Ferdinand was 
Btjjk for to hear, as one ppeaent had observed, '* in the preseoee of the em- 
-^ peror^ expressions so di^;usting and humiliating, that I dare not cecord them.** 
The real scene, however, is known to have heen thus:— the queeOffln a traas- 
port of passion, addressing -Perdinand, cried out, '< Traitor! you hare for 
years meditated 4h^^ death of the king your father / but thanks to the v^. 
lance, the zeal, and the loyaltj, of the prince of peace, you have not been able 
to effect your purpose ; neither yon, nor anj of the infamous traitors who have 
90-operatcd with you for the accomptbhment of jour designs. I teU yon to 
your^ce that you are my son, but not the son of the king / and yet, withoQt 
ha vug any other right to the crown than those of your mother, you haTc 
soughtto tear it from ns by force. But I agree and demand that the Empe- 
ror Napoleon ^aU be umpire between us; Napoleon, to whom we eede an 
transfer Q(|r iights,«to the exclusion of our own fiunily. I call on bfan to piu 
nish you and your associates is sO many traitor^ and abandon to him the whok 
Spanish nation •** 
1 



closely the thaios of the capital, and indeed in some Bt^Anirc to ^ 

crush, in its very infancy, the rising spirit of. the Spanish peo-. 

pie, who were now calfed upoa bj a procIatnaUon of their late 

monarch, dated at Bayonge on the 4tb of May, to obey Murat as > ip^ 

the lieutenant general and viceroy of the kingdom, bj his jnew* 

title of " Grand Duke of Berg," and bis* stiU newer one of ., « 

" Cousin to the King of Spain." ., , * ift 

Every means that could be taken to ensure the complete sub* „ 
jogation of Spain, and to prepare for the reception of the " In-'- 
trusive King,'' were now put in force, ' ^ '^ 

Bonaparte called an assembly of the notables througfiout the; 
kingdom,, who were to send deputies to Bayonue, for the pur- 
pose of forming a new constitution. The Spanish nation, hpw- / 
ever, had now opened its eyes, and was not to be Rinded, even t' » 

by the inauguration of King Joseph with a train of ^panlittds ^> 
at hb heels, though some of them were of the first families in the * 
country. ^ : 

, Nor were the patriots of Spain ewer misled by the proclama-' 
tioQs of their former princes, (who now, hurried as pris^neca^ ' 
into the interior of France, were content to sign any 4bil)g fqt* * « 

the preservation of their lives,) but in a manne^r almost miracu- 
lous, not only in the provinces at home, but even in. their most 
distant colonies, started up sinmltaneously, ^ as. if movbd by one 
indignant soul into an attitude of defence and, defiance, and de- 
clared eternal war against their perfidious and insolent V^presS' 
ors; an event which certainly astonisficd air Europe: and no 
one perhaps more than the tyrant who had ti^ed them #ith 
80 much contempt." 

The enthusiasm which burst forth in this country, in favour" 
of the Spanish cause, both on the part of the go^emraent aq^l of 
the people, is well remembered ; aiid perhaps never were the 
excrticmfl of a government so universally applauded by a ptfopte 
ai upon that oquision. ^ 

In Spain, the mwrrecf ton, as it was calle'd, sprtad rapidly; pro- 

vkicia) juntas were established, which were soon resolved into one 

, supreme central junta ; a friendly concert was immediately cfctai- 
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^ b)t^l#d letween the patriots aod the various British navnl aod mili- 
• ** tary oi&cers ia the vicidltj of Spaio; the g^reatest harmony.pre- 
vailed amoo^st the various provinces; -aod the Freach fleet is 
Vtl % Cadiz harbour was talea possession of. 

- Id Portugal, too, the sacred flame of liberty began to spread, 

^d was fostered by 'the judicious conduct of the British admir^lt 

'•Sir Charles Cottoa;' an alliance offensive" and defensive was 

ent^d 'iiilo by the two regenerate nations of the peninsula; 

^^nd the friendliest relations were established b^ween them aod 

Great Britainj 

^Bvents of t^e most important nature, previous to our taking 

^ ' an active part» now took place with th^ greatest rapidity. Id 

' And}Hu6ia» thrl)»ttle of Biiylen, and the subsequent surrender of 

\ the French army under Dupoot, gave great spirits to the 

/ patriotic cause, and the French imperial armies were repulsed 

* by almost unarmed citizens in every quarter. 

From Valencia Gei^ral Monoey was repulsed with slaugh- 
ter and dls^rraoe ; at Saragossa,* the very woiqen acquired mili- 
' *2l(ary renown ; -at Gerona, also, even the monks became a churdi 

* Witboat enteriDg miniitelx into the detaik of the SpaaUi ezertkitts, wm 
fv* maj, Dotiee t proof «f the general enthniium oo the l^tb of June, d«rii^ Uie 
baUle of Sanigosat. This wms of the moit deapermte detcriptioo. The fint 
aanult of the French produced « Muguioaiy eoBfliet of tvo hoarf' donrtkn ; 
which «M still of doubtful ivue, when the brave putrioU beeame furkmi, aad; 
wHh irtsniitible irapetuoiitT, fell upon theh* oppooentii and gave no quarter to 
'Uny that fell into their power. Xbe result waa a complete and agnal defeat d 
the French armj. The enemy, having been reiuforccd, renewed^tbe attaak 
on the 30th,' and the action which enaoed continued until' the dd of Ji^^ 
when they were again defeated with immenae daughter. Several thomaitd 
women foQow^ the brave patriott to battle, continuaUj cheering their hoa- 
handt, voht, and bffptheri^ and ottering tentimentt of the utmost defri<ation 
||id i^hori%n6e of,, the Iniamoui Q|>presaort of their couct'y. They canM 
with them flaggons of wine, with which they occitiiaoaUy refreshed the 
fatiguM patriots. Pearlesa of death* many of them shared the perils of the 
conflict with their heroic countr^en ; and, to the eternal disgraee of tb» 
enemy be it relatH* five of *these virtuous heroines, to whom the generoaity 
of the ancients wouM have paid the moit devout respect, were most cmeUy 
put to death by the savage ruffians into whose powfr they onfoitunataly had 
fallen. 
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militant ; and although the French General Dahesme marked hk 
progress round Barcelona, and indeed througliout tiie nortli and 
east of Spam, with the utmost rapacity and cruelty, yet the 
issue of the battles of Cabezon and of Medina del Rio Seco made 
it necessary for the <* intrusive king," with his army, to leave 
Madrid.^ The liberation of the Spanish troops in the north of 
Germany, so insidiously drawn away by Bonaparte, and their 
return to their native country, gave fresh spirits to the patriots ; 
whilst the progress of the insurrection in Portugal induced the 
British government to adopt a system of active cooperation ; 
and the French being now driven from the northern provinces 
of Spain, an army under the command of Sir Arthur Welles- 
Icjf, though destined for Portugal, where indeed it ultimately 
landed, was now sent out, and its first assistance offered to the 
Spaniards. 

This expedition, which at first consisted of about 10,000 men, 
was assembled in Ireland, and sailed from Cork on the 12th of 

* On this ooeasion, Joseph plundered aH he could lay his hands on^ taking 
away the jewels and plate of the palaces, &c. on which it became a common 
jest among the Spaniards, ** that not being able to keep the crown upon his 
bead, he had put it in his pocket." 

The French having prepared every thing for their march from Madrid on 
dM lat of Angusty (Joseph baring already set off on the 3lst of July,) on 
the preeeding evening they forced open the gates of the public treasury and 
bmk, putting the inhabitants in such terror that they passed a most anxious 
night, thinking that a general pillage was about to take place. At two in the 
morning, a cannonade was heard, which, though at first considered as a fatal 
signal, was in fact but the precursor of the brightest and happiest day that ever 
roae over Madrid. On this signal an the guards were withdrawn, and all the 
FreBoh filed off towards die parade, whence they marched off. Scarcely 
^dtfae day appear when all the people ran through the streets, and the posts 
of the guards, but nothing was to be found. They passed to the Retiro, (a 
pdaee in the environs,) and there they found only a few dying wretches, and 
Kere and there a dead body. They beheld, with amazement, the ditches, 
palliflMloes, and terrible batteries directed against the city. The gun car- 
nages were in flames ; above 70 cannon were spiked ; and about S,000 barrels 
of powder thrown into a large pond. The inhabitants of Madrid, on sec-^ 
ing themselves defivered from the destructive apparatus, gave thanks to tfaf; 
8«preitte Being, and immediately began to a»6time for tlieir bad^c the por- 
trait of Ferdiamd the 7th. 

16 
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Julj,* arming at Conmoa qo Uie 2Qth of that moDlh* A few 
dsys before his arrival at this port, the battle of Rio Seco had 
taken place; and the Spaniards, unable to retain their poel^ 
tions, were then retreating fast in difierent directions. Cuesta 
was then proceeding with one divisioo to Salamanca; and Blake, 
with another, was pushing on for the mountains of Asturias. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley immediately, according to the spirit of 
his instructions, and Influenced by the intelligence he received^ 
oflfered the assistance of the force lUKler hb command to the Junta 
of Gallicia ; but they replied that they did not want men, and 
hat they required nothing from the British government bjit 
money, arms, and ammunition* At tlie same time, tliey ex^ 
pressed their confident expectations that the British array might 
be of great service to the general cause, if it could be. employed 
in driving tlie French out of Lisbon. It was also stated Ib^t the 
Frencli were still in force in the north of Portugal, not v^ dis- 
tant from Gallicia; and tliererore against them, in the first place. 
Sir Arthur might commence an attack with every probabilitj of 
success, and with the certainty of relieving the province of Gal- 
licia, if the insurrection at Oporto still existed, or could be re- 
vived when he reached that city. 

His services thus declined at Corunna, Sir Arthur sailed U^ 
Oporto, where he was informed by the bishop, who then acted 
as governor, that the Portuguese force in the north was fidljT 
sufficient to repel any probable attack of the French. In order 
now to ascertain where his forces might be of assistaocet Sir 
Arthur left his little army at Oporto, and proceeded off Lisbosi^ 
for the purpose of having a conference with the Eoglbh admiral* 
Sir Charles Cotton ; and with him he consulted on the practlca* 
bility of forcing the entrance of tlie river Tagus, and making an 

* Sir Arthur WeUesIej still retained bis riCoatioQ as chief 9eorets117.to.Uke 
lord lieutenant ; and some altercation hating taken phice on that sabject io 
the British parliament, it turned out, much to his credit and self dental, that 
he did not receive any salary, and therefore was honourably clear of nQ 
charges of participating in a job. Indeed hit disinteiiestedness has appeared cm 
many other occasions, and is en^n nov most fully exemplified in hia eoo- 
fttantly refusinp^to accept those pecuniary i*ewards which the generous gmti. 
tude of both Spain and Portugal have repeatedly ofTered to him. 
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attack upon LbboQ. The busxuess was decided, however, fan* 
mediately, by his recelTing a letter from General Spencer, who 
was then off Cadiz with about 6,000 men. It had been intended 
that this force should cooperate with the Spanish army under 
Caatanos, in their operations against Uupont in Andalusia, or 
else in coojunction with Sir Arthur Welleslej's army ; and as 
the Seville Junta thought the aid of the British totally unneces- 
sary for the former service, and Sir Arthur was very judiciously 
of </plhion that little could be expected from either his own 
finrce, or the smaller one of General Spencer, singly considered, 
he immediately sent orders to the latter officer to join him in 
order to proceed upon a plan of operations in Portugal, precon- 
certed with the naval commander. He, therefore, joined his own 
division ; and, having procured all the inic^mation posdble re* 
flpecting the acuial numerical strength and disposition of the 
French army, determined to make a landing In Mondego Bay, to 
the northward of Lisbon, where, although an open bfiy, yet he 
trusted he would be able to effect a landing, and to form his army 
10 order of service without any immediate oppoation from the 
enemy ; and perhaps even be assisted and supported by the For- 
tugueae troops, which had already assembled and advanced 
towards Coimbra. 

Whilst preparing for these measures. Sir Arthur received 
despatches from the British government informing him that 5,000 
men, under General Anstmther, were proceeding to join him, 
sod that 12,000 more under Sir John Moore wotdd speedily 
be sent for the same purpose. Along with this he received in- 
formation from the shore that Dupoot had surrendered, and that 
the army of Junot was considerably weakened, by the absolute 
necessity of detaching 0,000 troops under the command of Gene* 
ral Loison to quell an insurrection that had broken out in the 
south of Portugal. 

The expedition arrived in Mondego Bay on the 29th of July.* 

Oo the 30th, Sir Arthur Wellesl^ rejoined it, and the signal 

was immediately made to prepare to land. Oo the 31st, how- 

* Sir Arthur WeUesIej d«img this month attftined the rank of lieutenant 
SCueraL 
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ever, this was found impracticable from the sarf on the heacb, 
which, eyeo in the calmest weather, runs very high. The AUsed 
lost nearly twenty of her people in sending boats on shore, and 
some men belonging to the transports were drowned. On tbe 
morning of the first of August the first division of the troqpa 
was landed, and marched towards Lavos, where they encamped 
until the whole were disembarked. General Crawford's divisko 
was the last to \md : but a proportion of artillery were sent od 
shore every day. 

The joy with which the troops were received by the Porta- 
guese inhabitants was excessive. As the boats advanced to the 
shore, the air was rent by the acclamations of the people oa Uie 
beach ; and nothing was heard but blessings on the name of Great 
Britain, the deliverer of the oppressed. Kotwithstanding the ap- 
]>arent difficulties attached to the landing of tbe expedition at 
this place, it must be recoHeeted, that this was the only ipol 
where he could hnd so as to be within a few days' march of LisboOt 
and at the same time to possess facilities for the necessary refredi* 
ment of so large a body of troops after their voyage, and for 
fheir requisite equipment for a march to tlie c^ipitaL Indeed we 
are assured, that during the stay of the army at this place, the 
whole of the troops were put in such a state of comfort, from 
their supplies of every kind, that they were in a condition to 
undertake any fatigue or privation without a murmur, or any led 
detriment to the service. Besides, he was also enabled to receive 
assistance from Oporto, where all the mules and carriages of the 
country had been provided by the bishop of that place for his aa- 
sistance, and had (he fairest prospect of concentratmg all bis force 
with that under Generals Spencer an<l Anstmther, both of which 
detachments were important to him before he could well veotore 
to approach the French force, whicli would otherwisie have been 
too numerous for him to venture to attack. It was also a matter 
of serious consideration, that Marshal Bessieres had been suc- 
cessful against the patriotic army in Leon, and might, therefore, 
have easily advanced towards Portugal to relieve Juoot; whllat,^ 
by choosing this position, Sir Arthur Welksley would have had 
it 13 his power to intercept him, and to have given him battle^ 
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before he could potsibly fonn a junction with tbat general.* It 
happened, fortunately, howeter, for the general cause, that in con* 
lequence of the successes of the Spanish army in the south of 
Spain, Marshal Besaferes found himself checked from any ad- 
vance of that kind ; and, from some circumstances of disaster 
was soon after compelled to retrograde frpm Benavente to Bur* 
gos. 

The certainty of Bessieres haying retreated upon the latter 
place, and the junction of Spencer^s division, now enabled Sir 
Arthur Wellesley to undertake, consistently with the utmost 
prudence, active operalioos against Junot, and that with every 
appearance of success. He, therefore, having completed all his 
arrangements with respect to the future comfort of the troops, 
and to their complete equipment for their march, moved early la 
the morning of the 0th of Au^t to the southward, carrying 
with him seventeen days' provflkn for the whole army, so 
that, should the fleet be blown off the coast, he might yet act in- 
dependently of it Each soldier carried three days' food in his 
knapsack ; there were five days' laden on mules ; and nine in the 
commissariat. Each soldier was also famished with 120 rounds 
of ball cartridge. 

The British army reached the city of Leyriaf on the 12th, 

* T\e diffieulties Sir Arthur had to struggle with were very gi*eat, par- 
(Icutariy from want of co-operation on the part of the Portuguese. Unforta- 
aatelj a codness aroae from a demand made hj ^e latter for a supply of 
proriaioiis from the EogUsh stores, which it was impossible to'comply with, 
without exposing our own troops to insufficient or precarious sustenance. In 
consequence of this refusal, the Portuguese corps separated from the British 
force ; and though Sir Arthur used all his endeavours, and made eveiy reasona- 
ble propoaitioo to reunite the two armies, he could not accomplish his purpose. 
Ue was e^ea refused the reinforeement of 1,000 infantry, 400 light troops, 
«Dd 200 cavalry, whom he promised to support from the British stores. la 
consequence of thb want of co-operatioo, he was forced to abandon his first 
intention of attacking the posU of the enemy which were established along 
die coast, and to advance upon Roleia. 

t At Leyria information was received that Junot had taken possession of 
die stnmg passet in the mountains on the high road to Lisbon^ with the ad- 
vance of his army, under Generals Laborde and Breniere : and that he pro- 
posed moving the division of his troops under Loison to the assistance of the 
former, and would most probably bring up, himself, the main strength of the 
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which had lately been occupied by the Freuch, but who had re- 
treated to Ahobaca oa their approach^ having first piuodered the 
town, and committed the greatest atrocities. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley marched with the Britbh force trom 
Leyria* on the 13th of August, and arrired at Ahobaca the 
next day, which place the enemy bad abandoned on the pre- 
ceding night On the 15th he arrived at Caldas, when he found 

French army on the tame petition. It was alto now ascertained, that tlie 
enemy's advance posts were at Ahobaea, about a day's march in front of the 
British army. Under these circumstanees it became essential to their focms 
success, that the British should possess themselves of these passes, before Lli* 
borde should be reinforced by Loison, and perhaps by Jtfnot himself with the 
whole of the French army, in a position which, thus strengthened, might op- 
pose the most serious obstacles to the future success of the campaign. 

It has been said that Sir Ardrar Wellesley was so anxiout fir gl^ry^ that 
he advanced witli unnecessary rapidity, for the purpose of gathering laiirels» ' 
before others should come to snpenq^ehim in the command. It is evident 
however, that if Sir Arthur had notMStcd as he did at Roleia, and then pushed 
on for Vimiera, even the convention ittelf could nof hare taken place, as tlie 
French wodld have been so strongly posted, as to bid defiance to die wlidte 
concentrated force of the three expeditions fr«in Qork, Portsmouth and 
Harwich. To accomplish the object in view, every species of baggage qr 
camp equipage, which could at all impede the rapid movements of the armj, 
even to the soldiers' tents, were U ft at Leyria ; ai^d for the remafaider of thdr 
mai^h the British troops slept in the open air ;- which, indeed, as the weather 
was very fine, was not attended with any inconvenience. 

• Until their arrival at Leyria, the army regularly encamped every nlg^, 
principally in the woods and vineyards. Sir Arthur purposely avoided the 
towns and villages which lay in his route, in order to escape, as much as poa- 
mble, putting the inhabitants to inconvenience. It may also here bercmarked^ 
that thetroops, on taking up the ground for the night, were alwaji encamped 
in columns, in their order of march, mstead of the usual mode of encamp* 
mcnt in line— by which much delay was avoided, both in encamping and in 
breaking up for their march, and was on the whole much more adapted to 
the comfort and convenience of tlie soldiery than the usual method. From 
the commencement of the march from Mondego Bay, up to the gallant biisi* 
neSB of Vimiera, there was not a single punishment inflicted for straggliog or 
plunder, even of the minutest article. 

Every day diiring the march each soldier had a pound of fresh meat, and a 
sufficiency of bread and wine for his comfortable subsistence j and on coming 
into action there was scarcely a sick man in the hospitals of the camp^ the 
whole army being in such a sUte of vigour and health that they were eapable 
of any enterprise they might be put upon. 
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Uiat the enemy, abpat 4,000 io number, were posted about tea 
miles distant at BoricH, occupying Brilos, about th^ree miles 
from Caldas, with their adyanced posts. As the possession 
of this lat^et village was important to his further operations, he 
immedialely determined to occupy it; and, as soon as the British 
infantry arrived upon the ground, directed that the place should 
he occupied by a detachment c<Hi8i3ting of four companies of 
riflemen, of the 60th an^ 95th regioiepts. The enemy, consisting 
of a, small piquet of in&ntry and a few cavalry, made a trifling 
resistance and retired; but they were followed by a detachment 
of the Engtisb riflemen to the distanceof three miles from Brilos. 
The riflemen were then attacked by a superior body of the 
eoemy, who attempted to cut them off from the main body of 
the detachment, but which bad now advanced to their support ; 
hirger bodies of the enemy then appeared on both the flanks of 
the detachment; and it was with^fpme difficulty, that Major Ge- 
neral Spencer (whojiad gone out when he heard of the advance 
of the riflemen) was enabled to effect their retreat to the village 
of Obidos, of which, however, they were left in quiet possession, 
(he enemy removing from that vicinity. 

This was the first operation of our troops ; and, though they 
were overpowered by numbers, it showed that general spirit 
which has since so much distinguished them throughout the Por^ 
tuguese campaigns. 

Whilst Sir Arthur was at Caldas, the French General Laborde 
remained in his position at Koleia; he, therefore, determined to 
attack him on the morning of (he 17th.* 

From the information which Sir Arthur received, he had rea« 

. * It ntay be necessary to premise, that Roleia h situated on an eminence, 
having a plain in its front, at the end of a Tallej ivhich commences at Caldas, and 
is ckMcd to the southward by mountains, which join the hills, forming the val- 
ley on the left, looking from Caldas. In the centre of the Tsllcy, and about 
^Sht miles from Rdeia is the town and ancient Moorish fort of Obidos, from 
wbeoee the enemy's piquet bad been driven on the 15th, from which time they 
had posts in the hills on both sides of the valley as well as in the plain in 
front of their army, which was posted on the heights in front of Roleia, its 
right resting upon the hills, its lefit upon an eminence on which was a wiUd- 
nuU, and the whole cotcring four or fire passes into the. raoiinTaSw in t!»e;r 
rear. 
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80D to believe that the enemy's fiirce consisted of at least nx thou- 
sand men, of nrhich about five haodred were cavalry, vitfa five 
;» pieces of cannon ; and he also understood that General LoIsob^ 

^* vho was at Rio Major, would join General Laborde by bis right 

hi the night of the 16th. Sir Arthur accordkiglj fenned bla 
plan, on this information, and the army, breaking up from Cal- 
das in the morning of the 17th, was formed into three' coluouia; 
the right consisting of twelve hundred Portuguese infantry, and 
fifty Portuguese cavalry, being destined to turn the enemjr's lefi, 
and penetrate into the iftuntainsin his reai*, the left, consist- 
ing of Major General Ferguson's and Brigadier General Bowes's 
brigades of infantry, three companies of riflemen, a brigade 
of light artiUery, and twenty British and twenty Portuguese 
cavahry, was destined, under the command of Major General 
j^erguson, to ascend the hills at Obldos, to turn all the enemy's 
posts on the left of the Valleyll^ well as the right of his post at 
Roleia ; this corps was also ordered to wattfi the motions of Ge- 
neral Loison on the enemy's right ; the centre column coosistnig 
of four brigades under Generab Hill, Nightingale, Crawfordi, 
and Fane, with four hundred Portuguese light infantry, the Bri> 
tish and Portuguese cavalry, a brigade of nine pounders, and 
another of six, were destined to attack Laborde's position ixi 
front.* 

^ From tbe old Moorish fort of Obidos, the road runs to the soQthvsrd 
orc^ an incUned sandy plain, towards Roleia, a large comfortable village of 
about one handred and eighty houses, e^ery one of whieh possesses either aa 
enclosed garden or an orchard. This assembkige bf dwellings and enclonu^t 
occupies a smaU level plain, bounded on every side by heights, except to tht 
west, where a few gentle swells only appear. 

The country bordering the road, though commanded by &e riang ground^ 
is open and favourable for an advancing army, until it reaches the skirts of tte 
gai^ent about Roleia. The fkce of it then changes to the left, entering fxoia 
Obldos { built on an elevation is a small church, offering a good post for tempo^ 
jrary defence, and to reduce which, if defended with spirit, artillery would be 
requisite. Orchards succeed, with olive plantations, vineyards, and gai^<ms ; 
the whole encompaased by hedges and ditches, overiookcd by the wroodj 
heighu, and which must be scoured by light troops before an army can safely 
pass. The French of courae failed not to make the most of these advantages « 
and their riflemen, pUced in every oonvei)icnt spot, greatly annoyed our troop* 



Sach was the force of our Httle army. 

I'he coiumDS %oog formed, the troops mored from Obido?' 

•bout seyeo id Ae moroiog, the riflemea being detached into the 
UHb 00 the left of the valley to keep up the communication be- 
tween the. centre and left columns, and to protect the march of 
the former along the ralley. The enemy's posts were success 
sively driven in, whilst Uie artillerj moved along the high road/ 
until the Whdle army formed in front of the French position, whcTir 
fitiding the British advancing rapidl}^ immediately retired;^ by 
the passes into the mountains icith the utmost regularity, and 
with such'belerity of movement, that, notirkhstanding the rapid 
advance of the British infantry, they escaped with but littla 
loss, owing, indeed, to our want of cavalry to join in the pursuit** 
in their approach ; and many a sharp eontest took plaae on tho face of these 
vooded heigbta. 

Jm$t without the 'rtUage of Miabricordi%'aDd to the right of the hl^ road, 
ii a riafaig f^roond, on vhioh itand four vind-mills of attoug masonry ; bere^ 
bidden by the buildiogsy the British artillery was plaeed ; an oUtc and cork 
irove skirts the hase of this mount* and i^ extended parallel to the front of 
Monte Shkita Anna, a distanee of 1,000 paces to the left, diading the road/ 
and oeenpying nearly the whole breadth ofthe plain. 

HMMgh not altogether close, it gave good covcry and was not easily tetf*' 
into by the enemy. The principal aohunn of the British was, therefore, en" 
»Med to approach the French posiUon so closely, that it deployed for the #f- . 
ferent attacks without experiencing any great loss, notwithstanding the gov 
stsDt fire froiB the enemy's artillery planted on thtflniAsnh ofthe hill. 

The sitaatiao in which the British artillery was placed was so wttt^ehosenj 
that miieh praise is due to the oiieer commanding that part of the force* 
The French artillery, on the contrary, was plaeed «o high that it eould not bo 
hrooght tobear upon either our line or our cannon, after our troops had left 
^^ S>^M>*t yet it u but justice to s^y, it was advantageously seated to protect 
the retreat of their ^Edranced parties, aa well as tagall our oohimns on their 
■urcb towards the position which the enemy had oecnpied* 

* A le^r from an officer informs us that itf the action ofthe 17th of AugnsCi* 
die 29th regiment eommenoed the attack, and was bravely led on by Colonel 
Ldoe The enemy occupied the tillage of Columbera, situated on the prin- 
cipal road to liibon, and of^conrse necessary for our ftirtKer operations. Af^ 
ter some aldrmishing, and nnder a heavy fire from the surrounding faeigbt% wo 
drsfe the French from this pdnt s but their principal position was on th« 
bei|^ o ' Roleia, which overlook and overtop the village. These were otir 
MStob)Mt; MidoBe<»Dpari80i»,SalisbonrCraigs'(nei^£dh)bQrgh) wiU givf 
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The positiOD which the eoemjr now took up wu a ibrmidaUe 
one ; but Sir Arthur immediately made dispoaMMk for aitackki|; 

jcra the nearett 4eft of them, with the ezo^tiOQ of a f«iir |»*8u^ Ita^mg 
ftx>inthetop. Oarenterprisinf aoUgooiftSyyoQiiiaybofliireiyhadBQit^iiqletft* 
ed theae ; and ettmbing op throogh briart and bntih wood, plied ii»sttcceMiTe)jr 
with grape and moikctry* I oommiMMied the right centre company, the Jtb 
from the right ; each serambled op the bett way he eoold ; and on guioing ^e 
lummit, I found leTeral oiBcers, and about 60 privatei of the 39th, who were 
in front of me : only one of my own company reached the top with mcr the 
rest following fact Hfive we lost that dittingoiahed .ornament of hif profcf- 
Bion, my good friend Colonel Bakc,^ and many other gallant officen, loo^ my 
companions in the regiment. My poo# private, the moment he stepped np, 
was also knocked down by my side ; b the agonies of death, he ad^ed leave to 
shake hauds with me ; he was a good soldier, and few knew their duty hetiar. 
Ijpon advaDoitti^ we were immediately attacked by a French platoon of ^ 
men, whom we repeatedly repulsed ; these were, however, joined by aoo- 
Aerof the same number* who charged us with the bayonet, with wbon we 
sustained the unequal conllct; but our little band being now eclbsiderably ad- 
vanced in front, and reduced to 25, Major Wray, Captun Ford, and myself 
and our hrave compaWonsy were under the painful oeeesiity of au.rendeniig. 
Bttn thia» however, did not satisfy the sanguisfury enemy> who seemed bent 
oo bpyoneting us all. After many"" narrow escapes. General Bernier at last 
oame up, and with difficulty put an end to the eamage, and to the ^^isbbii^ 
acene around of the dead and the dying. I have been oftener than once en- 
gaged widi French troops, and my former opinion atiD r -mains imehauged i 
that upon ai^ thing like equal terns, t^ have no ehtfuoe with the British ktf- 
onit; to it would have been ^% ease now. General Bemier, I understand, 
(he was taken afterwards at Vimlera,) is now a pxisonexnn England, where oor 
eountrymen caght to tr«tt. him with every possible att^tioo i h^ aet'ooly 
tared us, b«t the Uvea of many other parties. We Vere Ktmed away townidi 
liabon, and put on hoard the Yasce de G^ma m the Tagus, from which, hj 
Gen«rd Kellcnnaii's eon^tiott, we . were soon exchanged. Soldiers miy 
mention their hardships hut never complain. I am now quite reeovcred, 
thank God* In place of wounded, they were very nearly returnHjg us sH 
killed, considering itinevitable. During the time we were prisoners, aad be- 
fore the convention was eoncludedyWO dined with the commander in chief of 
the French army, General JunlM^ The dinner aervice was aU «7v<rplat% 
Itc and the desert was served eompletoly m j^old* In short, it was the moil 
aplendid thiug of the kind I erer sat down to. There were about twentj 
Fretich officers, Wgh in rank, of ^ P«^> who were all very att^nti^i 
General Junot himself was equally so. T never did esjoy more pleai«re 
than when General Beresford ordered me to march back at the head of 
80 British prisoners t9 the eamp, where we were joyfully received. ladeed, 
tttf own brave company drew up, and gave us three times three cheers. Tbe 
nrny is atill encamped, and has suffered eooxderably from Bckne&s> kq. 
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iC^ and the riflemen being tlreadjr in the moiuiUiiM on his right, 
no time was lost id asssnliog the difierent passes, not only for the 
supportof the rifle corps, bat withthe hopes of a complete defeat 
of the French di^^sioo. The British army resolutely advanced 
to the different passes, which were all difficult of access, anjbsome 
^ them most obstinately liefended by tbej^my ; blit nothing 
could withstand the impetiipsSty of the StyCkh, particularly of 
iiie 9th and 29th regiments in the centre, wbd reached the poiat 
of attack some time before those < on the flanks could ^nre u^ 
The enemy were now driven from all the passes which led op 
the mouDtaias, and the ttftish troops were advanced in the plains 
OQ their sikmmits, the 9th and 29th being most fa front, which 
two regiments sustained three most darfing and gallant attacks 
made by the French troofjj^tftorder to cover the retreat of their 
main body ; but though the i)Si|pdlants were, in return, as gallantly 
lepulsed, yet tiiey succeeded in effecting their retreat, princi- 
pally from the waatof cavahy on the part of the British|^d from 
^be difficulty of bringing up ^prough the passes a sufficient number 
of troops and artillery to support tbote who had first ascended* 

in this affidr Sir Arthur Wellesley gave .every credit to Ma 
aDemy lor the ability a^ celerity with which he defended his 
fbrmidable positions; but it must be remembered, that although 
the British army was superior in numbers, yet it was only a 
Very small )»art of it that came into action* Inraiediately allev 
the battle of Roleia, Brigadier General Anstruther arrived from 
England with reinforcements, and the French bqjan a general 
mov^mient, as General Loison joined Laborde at Torres Yedras, 
when they both began their march towards Lisbon, afteir which 
general Junot arrived at Torres Vedras with a small corps, and 
there was every appearance of a general junction of the whde 
French army between that place and the cafjKal. 

On ihe 18th Sir Arthur Wdlesley heard the favourable b- 
telligence of the ^vision of the British force (despatched from 
Harwich) un^r Brigadier General Anstruther, being off the 
coast of Peaiche. He sccordbiEly marched to Lourinho, about 
eight miles distant from ViJ^rdc, inclining towards the s^, in 
«der to cover the laadiog of the newly arrived force, and to 
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ieiSbet a jaoction ; both which measures being ceoplfttelf i 
in the evening of the I9th, on the 20th Sw Arthur adraiMA 
<irith a strength of neariy 18^0 effective men, in pursuit of te 
^nemy, and took up his ground that evemng a* the village 4>f Vfc 
miePB,* which he occupied. 

In the eveping of J^at very day, Liqy^cnant General Sir Utof 
Burriird arrived fro^rEngland, to ta^p the coomiand of the troof* 
in Portugal until" Sir Hew Dahymple should join from Gibratar« 
OeneralJ^urrard had left thatpart of the expedition wUcb bm 
commanded aome days before, in the <^ of Sir John Moore» 
and came himself in a fast sailing vessel io the coast. Hff^g 
bad communication with Sir Harry on board. Sir Arthur, io i^ 
belief that he would b$ attacked the next day by die eflenyi^ 
ordered the troops to be under ait^Sval sunrise on the 2M. •-*' 

After the affair of the 17th Geibral Laborde had fallen badlc> 
upon Torres Vedras, a tolerably large town, tweoty-ona t^it 
north of j^isbon, on the day of bis defeat, having retreated III M^ 
whole about sevei{|een miles, and i|aB joined in the eveofnglQII 
General Loison. ' General Junot arrived there on the fol to w hy 
day ; and thus, the whole French force being^concentrated, Ihef^ 
determined, as Sir Arthur Well^ey l^il for^eeo, on attaddmi 
the British at Yimiera. "*^ 

The English troops were under arms, agreeably to their Ordefi^' 
by break of day of the 21st ; but the French nof appncring, the/ 
were allowed to ^ake some refreshment About seven o^doctr 

* The Tinage^ Viniiera ii dtoftted on t ▼ane3r vriih the river Maceira nui- 
B&Dg throogh it : at thetmck, and to the veitward and nortibrarard of M^ '^ 
lage^ there is a moimtaiQ, the vostero point of whSeh touches the sea* v)M 
th« eastern is separated bj a dee^ ravine from the heights, over vhichpavifi 
the road leading from Lourinho and the northward, to Vimiera. On thll 
moontain, the greater part of the British army was posted; and oiLthe 
8on6iem and eastern sides of the town, the riflemen were posted, near a 111' 
vhioh was entinelj commanded from the main position of the army, tM* 
which at the same time commanded all the Ticinity to the soathef|st. Th^ 
»oad to Lourinho passed on its left ; but it had not been occupied, at the t$mf^ • 
was only taken up for one night, and there was no water in its vicinity. Tht^ 
eavalry and the reserve of artillery were in the valley between the hilb on 
which the Britoh tn£sntry. were posted, tofl^tbta flaBka«ds^paftli(l# *' 
fyuaead goard. 



IntelligeDce of the approach of the French having 
aiMied thfe' commander io chief, the generak^w^ beat, aad the 
abole army assembled io a moment with a regularity aod quick- 
ieM moat admirable, and with an ardour to be 4td against the 
enemy which no dani^ could damp, actuated as they were by 
trofy British feelings, and the utmost confidence in the skill of 
tibeir leader. T here being still time^ Sir Arthur altered his posi- 
tian, aod took that in which he determined to await the attack of 
the eneq^^, about a mile in front of the village. 

The French first appeared at eight o^clock in the morning, in 
large bodies of cavalry on the left, upon the heights, and on the 
2K>urinho road; and the eye of the British general soon decided 
that their obi^t waa to make an attack on the advanced guard, 
9M ui^^e'left of Aie position ; lie, therefore, ordered Gene* 
19I Ferguson'a brigade to move across the ravine with three 
^eoee of cannon to the heights oar the Lourinho road, where he 
was (pllowed ^by other brigades, which all formed with their 
i^t upon the valTey which leads into Timiera, and their left 
}I0^ the other raving which separates those heights from the 
raqge towards the sea, and on which the Portuguese troopa were 
pf^, BUfiforted by Brigadier General Crawford's bngade. Sir 
Anhur'ConBidering that the advanced guard, on the heights to 
Ae souiheast, was sufficient for their defence. Major General 
Hill was ordered with his brigade as a support to the main body 
of infiftBtry in the centre, and to serve as a reserve for the whole 
fine; ^ in aid of this the cavalry were drawn up in tb^ir rear. 
The enemy's |ttao)^iiow began in several columns upon the whole 
of>|^ troops on the height in the centre ; and on the left fhey ad- 
vanced, notwithstanding the fire of the riflemen, close to the 50th 
xe^mei^and were only checked and driven back by the bayonets 
a( th%ljjprps. The second battalion of the 43d regfanent was 
w closeb^ngaged with ftiem in the road which leads into Yi- 
ttlera; iifB^of that corps having been ordered into the church- 
yard to pt^^njpt them from entering the town. On the right of 
iie porition they were repulsed also by the bayonets of the 57th 
IR^meng^Ucb corps was successfiilly supported by the secood 



battalion of tlie 52d regimeot, which, by an advance in cofauni, 
took the enemy in flank. ' 

Hitherto the BHCish operations wei^ completefy ikfemive; 
but now Brif^dier General Aekland't bri^^ade, In Ifesadvanoe ta 
ItB ponition on the heights on the lef^ attacked the enemy in flflak^ 
whilst a cannonade was kept up in the flank of their colfimnsby 
ihe artflleiy on th<^ heights. At lengfli, after a most ohstioi^ 
contest, die whole body of the Frencli, in fbii quarter, was dcivea 
back in confusion from the attack, with die loss of seiyn pleees 
of cannon, many prisoners, and a ^reat number of officerr^aod 
soldiers killed and wounded. They were pursued by the sondl 
detachment of the 28th light draicoons; but die enemy's cavaby 
were so much superior in numbers that this detadunent sofiesed 
much, Lieutenant Ckilonel Taylor being iaic<rnriiiMn aiMg 
kon. 

Nearly at the same period of'tfane the enemy^ ottadoed the 
heights in the road to Lourinho, supportedby alargeb^y of 
cavalry, and conducdng themselves with aU the impetuoidty m 
congenial to their mode of warfare. Thfr attack, 6owevei^J||Mft 
received with great steadiness by Major General Ferguson's brf^ 
gade, conning of the 36th, 40di, and 71M regimfHif ^dUift 
out waiting fbr the enemy to close, the Brids^ cha^^ed^tSsfli 
with such gallantry that they instandy gave way, t^bMT ibm 
whole line continued to advance, supported by Brigadiar4d^eDecil 
Kightingale's brigade, which, as the ground extended, ackuieed 
and forhied part of the first line; This support was^luFftiiaw 
strengthened by the 29th regiment, and by Brigdlier Genefala 
Bower ftnd Ackland with their brigades, whilsl^ Brigadier Ckm* 
ral Crawford and Ins division, widi the Portuguese txwfB ia two 
lines, advanced upon the height on the left 

The advance of General Ferguson's iiiigade was decn^pi; fisij 
be took six [neces of cannon, made Dbany prison^^pd kilM 
and wounded a great number. ^F^^ 

A slight attemf>t was ailerwards made by the Frdjpto xeeovet 
part of their artillery, by an attack upon th6 7lBt and 82d re^ 
rnents, which were halted in a valley in iHiichit had b^takoa : 
but diese r^unents immediately retired from the low gnnuuMls 
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^ nHqr, a-J^Ue distance up the heights, ifhem thef halted^ 
freed about, fired, and agaiu advanced upon the enemy; who by 
thin lime bad^adyanced to tbeiC' former position in the low 
f and from whence tfaej were soon driven with a very gpint 
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The field of Battle was now completely in possesion of the 
Biltirii army, akhough the French had concentrated the whole 
of their force in PoHugal in one qpot, with a great superiority 
both of cavalry au^ uttifi^ry. 

Never were th^alour and discipline of his majes^'s troopa 
more oonsplcaous than upon this occasion, and the commander 
l^hirf gave themr.flil due pitaise for their gallant conduct ;. but 
tboujth all the mtyit of the tondiictpf thb action ia>N^ertainlyv 
^ to Lieut General Welksleyi It b necessary to mention that 
b^was -superseded in the command in the very middle of iti^y 
Lieutenant General Sir Harry Burrard, who landed soon after the 
tnemy's attach had commence. He did not claim any of the well 
tamed praise, however, due ]|kSir Arth«if ; but very can- 
ttd^ stated in hisdespatches thatlwas fortunate enoughio reach 
the field of action In Stf^e to witness and approve of every disposi- 
tM^lhat had been, and was afterwards, made by Sir Arthur Wellesr 
Isy, hte Gomplvheifslve mmd furnishing a ready resource in ^very 
emeittQcy, and rendering it quite unnecessary to direct any 

The leas of ibe British army, in such an fstepded iine, was 
^Kftiinly very ^reat, but not so heavy as .might have been tx- 
petted, amounting to 135 killed, of whom four were officers, 534 
vsuaded,- including 37 officenr, and tlie total of killed, woiuided, 
•Bd Vis|[p> amoimting to 740. This glorious battle was fimght 
<tt SiiQdJ^the'dlst of August, and we have seen thai Sir Harry 
Buraid arrived even during its progress; but it is a curious 
^^ that a superior officer, in the person of Lieutenant General* 
Sir Hew Dalrymp)^ arrived the very next day and tool com- 
*wd of the British army. 

A few hours after his arrival, Q^neral Kellermao came iatt^t 
Ite French lines with a flag of trace fcom «runQt,(the soi disaot 

fittc d'Abrantes,) in order to propose an agreement for a cespqition 
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ef hostiOties, for the gurpese of codduding a QDnyeolioii M 
the evacaatioo of Portngaf by the Freach troops. 

Od thu occasloo, Sir Arthur Wellesley was appointed by the 
cdiftinaQder in chief to communicate with General KcUen&ani^ 
and some articles vere proposed and partly acceded to; htit,a«^ 
iti^as Q^^ssary to have the concurrence of the British oavd 
commander in chief then laying^ in the Tagus, he very properly 
objected to the 7th article, which stipulated for the neutrality 
of the port of Iitsbon as far, as regarded a Sussian squadron^ 
then lying there, and /or i(s being permitted to sail irithoat inter* 
mption. 

On this occurrence it was regulated that Lieutenant Coloo|U 
Murray, ^lartermaster gecfcral to the arraf^ should pmceec^ 
along with General Kellerman, to the discussion of the other tf^ 
tides, and to conclude a definitive arrangement founded <A them« 
Much discussion now took place, and the commander in chief 
found it necessary to avail himself of the limited period pre* 
scribed for the suspension o^tiostilities, Id move the army ibr- 
wards, and to place the several cohunns upon the routes by wfecb 
they were U) advance; and at length the ratifications of 
definitive convention were exchanged on the 30th ofjifigust,! 

• The purport of this conTention was, that Poitugal should he deUv^Kfd. 
tip to the British troops,' and that the French atmy should evacuate vltibiaa 
and haggage, hot not as pi-isoners of war. That the latter should he tmitf- 
ported to Prance in Bi^tbh Tessels, in which the French army should tAm 
carry all its artillery, tumbrils, horses, and sixty rounds of ammunition fiM*-: 
each gun, together with aU the property of the army, private propec^ 
military chest, cavalry horses, &c. &c* 

Before the action. General Junot harangued his army in the follovmg 
Uoonic terms—" Frenchmen ! there is the sea. You mu^ drii#%Ofc'Bil- 
gUsh into it !" In fact they did their utmost for three hours and a half t» 
obey his onlcrs, but never during that time made the smallest impressicttQS 
the English line, although they repeatedly ralUed, and tried «vcry thing ybidi 
^ could be effected by rapidity of movement, and particularly of attack. M 
' length, wearied out and beaten, they were forced to ^ve way in every dirco- 
tion, and were pursued off Uie field of baUle by Uie Britidi infimtry fur a <fi». 
tftnoe of three miles* 

On this glorious and ever memorable day, the most conspicuous oirenm- 
i4»noe eonnectttd with it is> doubUess, the conduct of the British commander 
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AIIct the cooventioD, Sir Arthur Wellealey, Lord Paget, Gene* 
wl Ferguson, aod a iiuiiit)eT of ofScen of iofeiior rack, came 
home on leave of ahsence.* 

h th\e£, «8 veil horn fait nmk u hit retponslbnity-HMi him ererj thing tarn- 
edr^to bU eonduet erery one looked^the good or tfae ctA irhick might retolt 
from the expeditioQ was i*€ferred to him alone. 

Itw proper further to remark, thatdoriogthe whole of this period. Sir Arthur 
never went under oorer at night, but always slept ou the ground in the open 
sir; he was the first up, aod the last down, rf the whole eamp ; sleeping 
SQDstanfly io his elothei^ and his horse piqueted near him, ready saddled, to 
be mounted at a moment's warning. 

During the whole of this anxious period, he was oheerful, affahle, and easy 
sfheeesB enduring every privation himself, he was attentive to the wants of 
aD, and ever ae6ve to obviate them. 

Of hb (fispositioiis in the field notiee has already been taken. In personal 
bravery he has been rarely equalled, never excelled. Conspicuous by the 
itsr of the order he adorns, he was eonstanUy in the hottest part of th« 
sctfon ; whenever a corps was to be led on, from the death of its officer, GF 
lay oOier vinexpeeted cause, Sir Arthur was on the spot at the head of it. 

*< la H wondefihl, then,** is asked in the very perspieaous eulogium fi-om 
vUch we have selected so mueh— «« b it wonderful that such a m|io should 
W ^e idol of his soldiers, and the admiration of his brother officers V* These 
KDtiments were univelrsally shown, when he was cheered by the whole line 
ifkirtiie action of the eist, exclaiming, « This glorious day is our oidgene- 
ttfs"— «nd when eongratnlated by the general officers on the victory, they aH 
eagerly ascribed it to him, as ** exclusively his own !"** 

• Previous to the departure of Sir Arthur Wclledey, he received from the 
Seneral officers a present of a piece of plate of the value of one thousand 
guineas, and a similar one from the fieM officers serving under him, << as tes- 
imiik»of the high esteem in which they held him as a man, and of the on* 
bounded eohfidence they placed in him as an officer." 

** It is worthy of remaric, that from the day on wluch he took the com- 
bmM of 6ie army, until the day on whieh he resigned it, but three desertions 
took place }— those were aU from the 5th battalion of the 60th, a rifle corps ; 
sad the parties were foreigners. Those men were caught and delivered up 
by the Portuguese to the English provost marshal ; but were released without 
puuihment, in consequence of the deportment of the corps to which they 
bdoBged. In presence of the whole army. Sir Arthur thanked them for their 
Vttform gallant conduct, and restored them these men, without punhhinctot^ 
u the best reward he couM bestow on thetn -. 

18 
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It must be coufessed that the geDenl regret aod iiuUgna&o 6r 
the whole oatioa was raised by this conventkm to a great helgki 
In fact the throoe was besieged, as it were, widi petiUoiis fipom M 
pfirts of the kingdom, calftng strenuously for an inquiry into Ac 
motives, which could have led to the transac&m. Much di- 
mour was also attempted to be excited against Sir Arthur Wete- 
ley, althougli he was no longer commander in chief when it took 
place ; but, said those who thought proper to lay the blame oa 
him, *' he was the officer who signed the preliminary ailScles." 
To this his advocates answered, that he had merely signed AoSe 
articles by order of his superior officers ;" but then,*' repBed 
his calumniators, *' why did not he object to the business efi* 
tirely?" 

Before we enter more into the historical detail of the toise- 
quences of the convention, we shall, however, make one or tto ob- 
servations, which will perhaps set this paxt of the question at ML 
In the first place, it is well known that Sir Arthur Wellesley,OD 
many occasions, expressed to his friends io private his dteppfo- 
bation of the convention; we cannot, therefore, suppose Ait tie 
was active in its formation; and to the charge^ that he did not 
hint any disapprobation when in consultation with the other 
generals, that is certainly nothing more than a bare 8nniiise,8ad 
nmst fall to the ground when the facts of the case are consideitld. 

When the proposals were first made by Jimot, through t|^ 
medium of General Kellerman, it is evident that the prelimiBHy 
articles were sent ready nriUen in French; and that thqr imt 
not drawn up conjointly by the two negotiators. Generals 'WA- 
lesley and Kellerman. All, therefore, that Sir Arthur WeVes- 
ley had to do, was to receive the French proposals, to lay Hiesi 
before the British commander in chief, and to obey hia erdem 4o 
sign them as a basis far Jurtker discussion^ for the fbmtaflOD of 
a definitive convention.* This was an order which be could 

* Though we have hazarded the speculation, and certainlj not an improper 
one, that Sir Arthur Wellesley, in signing the preliminaries, acted oubf a» an 
ugent^ we feel it but justice to aU parties, to state more fully, that when Sir Hev 
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aU disobey; sun order which invoked liini io no responsit^itj'. 
But when these prellmioary articles were to be acted upon, what 
vas the case? — yfhj^ that Sir Arthur no longer continued as 
the negotiator, but was superseded by Colonel Murraj, when 
the final articles were drawn up in English, still evidently 
upon the skeleton of a French firqjet^ as appears from the at- 
tached observations of the English commander in chief. 

Tfow, nobody ever thoi^t of chai^ging Colonel Murray with 
having done wrong in signing and arranging the final articles, a 
business, too, which Sir Arthur Wellesley had declined ; if so, 
still less can any blame possibly attach to the latter for merely 
going through the official forms of the acceptance of a profet in 
order that it might be discussed. In fact, he had no right to 
refuse its acceptance in the first place, and when desired to ngn 
it according to official form, he must have been guilty of disobe- 
dience of orders had he refiised» having already voluntarily 
accepted the office of negotiator. 

It ia evident that no blame, therefore, could atuch to him in* 
4MfkiMj in this business as an active agent ; but had he even 
approved of it) principle, even then, it is a question of opinion 
whether the transaction was Uamable or not Indeed, the mem* 

MiTmple itated to the o^rt that lie had been grosslj aspersed m the pdb- 
lie prints, to serve, as it would seem, the eanse of a more favoured officer^ 
ke. add that he now pledged himself that Sir Harrj Burrard, Sir Artbtur 
WeDeslef , tnd himself, were present with General KeHerman when the pre- 
Wnaries were diseossed and settled i that Sir Arthur Welleslej bore that 
KWainent part in the discussion to which the important atuation he held In 
tbteountrj, the glorious victory he had lately obtained, and the information* 
waet pardonUHy of a local nature, which he poaaessed, so well entitled him 
U asB«me— Sir Arthur with great candour replied, that he regretted exceed- 
k^ tbal any tfaiog should have appeared in the pul^c prints, which could 
be impposed to have the effect of serving him at the expense of the conduct 
«r dymieter of Sir Hew Dalrymple ; and he disclaimed, in his own name and 
tliat of his relatives and friends, any approbation or knowledge of such senti- 
ments. He then added* '' that he had agreed with the commander in chief 
oa th^ principle of those articles, though he had differed from him in some of 
^details ; he had rigned the preUmimriet at the denre of Sir ffu^ DaU 
^J^ple, but not in consequence of aoy command or compulsion,** 
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bers of the board of kqairy eooo after iostitalecl, vbo wena€ei»> 
Uioij the best qualified to ju<!lge of the bttaioeas from bariDg the 
whole evidence before them, and from their milHarj haUu of 
life, eveo thej were divided io opioioo, with regard to ita cxpe* 
dicDcy.* 

Their statemeot, however, seems evidently to cle^ up aojr 
doubts which may still remain respecting Sir Arthur Wellesley's 
conduct and opinions dunog the whole transaction; for thej 
stated, that soon after noon on the daj of the battle of T^ien 
the firing had ceased, and the enemy's cavalry were seen from 
the left of the British army, in bodies of about 200, by General 
I erguson | and about the same time General Spencer saw a Moe 
formed, about three miles in front of the British centre. About 
half past twelve Sir Arthur Wellesley proposed to Sir Hany 

* During the progren of the m%unj, <m the 82d of Kovoaber, Sir Ar> 
tlior Wellesley found it neoesuty to enter okore ftiUj intoUi own viadh 
eatioo, particularly after the delivery of a written paper by Sir Hew Dalrynp 
pie ; and he then stated that the force he commanded consisted of i5,0OU oea, 
and he was tanght to expect the aid of 6,000 Portuguese; the French aidiy 
comprised 20,500 men, and was in possession of the fortress of %hnM, wbieh 
In strength was inferior to none of the second class in Europe ; yet he ieUsoa* 
ikjent that the British force was competent to advance against the eaeayi 
and bring the contest to a successful issQe— that the Bne'of march he had pro* 
posed toporsue was in his opinion every way preferable to that chosen by Sir 
Hew Dabryropley as it enabled him to keep his foiH»e concentrated, and o 
draw supplies from the fleet — that with respect to the armistice eondoded 
with General Keller man, he posiUvely denied that he was the negoCiator; 
and although he ceruinly had signed it, yet he disclaimed all rcsponsibifity ftr 
ito honour ; that though he thougfit it expedient that the French shook! be 
allowed to evacoate Portugal, with all their baggage and arms, jret to some of 
the minor terms he could not agree, but most of the objections he noade were 
overruled by General Sir Hew Dalrymple ; that he was of opinion that the 
Kusiuan fleet should not be inc.uded in a trea y with the French ; but that ai^ 
thing done with rt;spect to them should be the subject of a distinct treaty, and 
with themselves, as they had acted a neutral part whilst in the Tagos, lie. 
He also furtlier expressly stated that he was called by Sir Hew, out of another 
loom, to tign the treaty^ which he read throughout, and after making the 
observation that it was a most extraordinar}- one, he signed it, but without at 
all feeling himself responsible for its con cuts, and particularly condemning 
the want 6f stipulations for the 5,000 Spaniaids confined in the hoiks oo the 
Tagos. 
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Barmd, to advance from bis rigMwHbtlupee brigades 190a Tor- 
tu Yedras, aod with the other five brigades to follow the eDemy* 
who had beea defeated 00 our left.* Bat it fiiiUier appears thai 
the situation of the armj at this moment was-ron the right. Ma- 
jor General Hill's brigade^ which had not been engaged, on 
the height behind Vimiera, and at a distance of about three miles 
from those of Generals Ferguson and Anstmther on the left In 
frept of Yimiera, and in the centre, were the brigades of Anstru- 
tberand Fane, which hadbeen warmly engaged. Brigadier Ge* 
oeral Bowes's and Ackland's brigades were advanced 00 the 
heights towards the left, in support of Generals Feiguson ahd 
N^htingale. Brigadier General Crawford's brigade was detach- 
ed rather to the rear of the left, about Imlf a mile from Mfi^r 
General Ferguson, to support the Portuguese troops making front 
in that direction* 

Whilst our army, from the nature of the ground and of theser- 
Tlce, was in this scattered direction, it appears further, accord- 
lag to report, that although the enemj was completely repulsed, 
still the degree of expedition with which a pursuit could have 
been commenced, cousideriog the extended position of the Bri* 
(ish army at that time, and the precaution to be taken against the 
superior cavalry of the enemy, must have depended on various 
local circumstances only to be calculated by those on the spot. 

This very ctrcumetaoce of a superior cavalry retarding our 
advance, it was observed, would have allowed the enemy's in- 
fantry, without any degree of risk, to cootioue thehr retreat in 
the most rapid manner till they should arrive at any given and 

* It isbere worthy of remark, ih»t Colonel Torrent declared^ on bU exami* 
Bitkm, that immediately after the defeat of the Preneh right Qolamn, and da. 
ring its preci^tate retreatySir A rthur WeHedey rode up to Sir Harry Burrard, 
ladttid, *' Sir Uarrj» now if your time to advaaee upon the enemy ; they are 
•ompWtety broken, and we may be in Lisbon in three days ; a large body of 
for troops have not been in the action ; let os tnove diem from the right on 
tke road to Torres Vedras, and I will follow the enemy with the left." To 
this Sir Harry replied, that he thought a great deal had been done, Tery mueli 
t« the credit of the troops, and that he did net think it adfiiable to do more, 
•r to ^t the groniid in partoit 
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adrantageous pinnt of TaHjicig and fommtioD ; and it was added 
that Sir Arthur Welledey in the affair of Roleja^ when the eoeajr 
had not hrif the cavahy as oo the day of Vimiera, (fid not ponoe 
a more inconsiderable and beaten vnaj with any marked adK^ao- 
tage. It was also considered that, as the attaclc on the Britiib 
centre had been repulsed long before that on the left had, the at- 
tacking corps, which was not pursued except by about 1 50 of (he 
20th dragoons, had time, above an hour, toreassemble, and looe- . 
cup7 such gi^und as mi^t afterwards facililate the retreat of 
their right, and also that the enemy were actually and yiriblf 
formed in one or more lines, at about three odles in front of our 
centre. 

** From these and oUier fiur military grounds, as sdlowediij 
Sir Arthur Wellesley ; from those that occurred in Sir BJUtf 
Burrard's first interview with Sir Arthur JITellesley ? *om tk 
utmost certainty of the immediate arrival of Sir John Moove*fl 
corps, which, if they had not stopped at Biondego Bay, would 
have been at Maceira on the 21 st, (the day of the battle,) Sb 
Harry Bnrrard declined making any farther pursuit tiiat day, 
or ordering the army to march next morning early." 

It was further stated in the report, that Brigadier OeMrri 
Clinton and Colonel Murray concurred in this opinion; btttitk 
evident Sir Arthur Wellesley did not agree witl| it, otharwiie 
such concurrence would have been recorded. 

Thus far speaks the report with respect to the inactivity rf 
the British army, for some time at least, after the victory of V^ 
miera ; then, as to the more important point of the coovedtio^^t 
goes on to state that when the proposed treaty (ratified by Oe> 
neral Junot) of the. 28th of August was brought by Captaiu Dal- 
rymple on the 20th to head-quarters, at RamaUial, all the lieuto- 
nant generals (Burrard, Moore, Hope, Frazer, Wellesley >,wcic 
present. Lord Paget excepted, because not long previouidy soflh 
moned. **The proposed treaty was, however, formally discus* 
sed. Minutes of proposed alterations were taken, by Sir ArthttT 
Wellesley, as laid before the board, and the commander in chief 
of the forces has no reason to believe that Sir John Moore, or 
2 
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Kfrf of Ae HeaienaBt genenU that came irbb lnii> txya nm ud my 
AsapprobatioD of tbe state and terms of Ihe oegotlatioD*" 

This silence, bowcTet, of Sir Artbtir WeUeslej oo thai day; 
oip'liSs eyeo talrtng minutes of proposed alterafioiis» in order to 
mend the measare, certainty ought not to be brotigfat ferwaid as 
proofs of hh hvnog approved of it That he might have coni»- 
dored it usekss thin to oppose it is not, indeed, unlikely ; f(nr,as 
oattefB Itoi stood, it was no doulA the wisest measure to get rid 
of Ihe French armj as quick as possible, as long as that could be 
done wkhont disgrace to the British arms: forthe battle, the de- 
feat, and the proposed pursuit on the part of Sir Arthur, had 
all taken place on the 21st, whibt this negotiation was ovUj in 
train on the 20th, thus having allowed the French a whole week 
to strengthen themselves in thdr positioD^ and perhaps to hare 
put it totally out of the power of the British army to dislodge 
them, except by a convention, in a space <^f time short of three 
months, and that perhaps accompanied with the*total destruction 
of tbe city of Lisbon. 

- That Sir Arthur Wellesley did then make no objections is not 
tt all extraofdinary ; and we hate, therefore, only to add that> 
^ The treaty, with the alterations proposed, were transmitted to 
Lieutenant Colonel Murray. It appears when the treaty, con- 
•eiuded by L^tenant Colonel Murray on the 30th, was brought 
by him to Torres Yedras on the 3l8t for ratification, the lieu- 
tenant generals present were convened, and Sir Arthur WeUes- 
ky MLS senifar. Lord Paget, who was at a distance, did not 
tone, nm' did Sir Arthur WelUsUyy his corps having marched 
that mon^g. 

Hie board «f inquiry, after what may he called a very foil 
statement of the business in question, dosed with paying high 
tfomplimenta to the various officers for their zeal, firmness, ar« 
tonr, gallantry, drc but it is something remarkable that tbe most 
iaiportant purposes for which they were assembled were not ful- 
filled, at least in the opinioo of the commander in chief; for his 
tojal bighaess, in a letter to the president. Sir David Bundlto, 
(Aw^rved that their o/iini&ns respecting tbe cmditiwts of the ar- 



144 

ntiBtice aiid>nHivent}<xi had been iJto^ether omitted ^ sod that be 
therefore thaught it his duty to call their attention to these tiro 
principal pointa in tUs important case, and to dedre that ihtj would 
take tte aame again kitotlieir most aertoos consideration, and tftih 
join it to the o^ion they had already gireo on the otiier pdoti^ 
idiether, under all the circumstances that appeared in evidence 
before them, respecting the relative situation of the two armiei, 
OD the 23d of August, it waa their opinion that an armistice was ad- 
wisaUe^ and. If so, whetherthe terms were such as ought to have 
been agreed upon. The commander in chief also reqiybred them to 
consider whedier it was proper to enter upon a convention, subse- 
quent to the armistice, and after all the British forces were landed 
In Goosequence of this the board met again. The questioai 
were put to each of the members; some of whom approved thenar 
sures, whilst otfiers disapproved of them, each party giving their 
reasons for their opinion^; and this difference was at length 
finally settled by a forinal declara^n of di$approbaftion on (he 
part of the king, of Ixith the armistice and conventioOy which, 
with reasons for it, was formally cooveyed to Sir Hew Da|r 
rymple.* 

* Daring the public elamoor on tboae eveiitt, the general indigiui(ioa/wi» 
maoh directed against the minittiy, by the extraordinary circoinstaiioe of ao 
left than three eommanders in chief having been witii the British army dn* 
ring the apae^ of three day% a ciroumstanee stated to have arisen from in* 
decision on the part of goTemment. Bat the sute of the fact is extremelf 
simple. Sir Hew Dahymple^ the Governor of Gibraltar, was, from the firs^ 
Intended for the chief command ; but as the troops coold only be sent out from 
different ports, and at different times, each commanding ofAcer of each de» 
taehment would naturally take the .command aeoordbg to his seniority* Ik 
was not, therefore, intended that any officer shoold finally command in ehie( 
except Sir Hew ; but it was l>oth an unlucky, and a remarkable coinoidenee of 
eircumstances that the arrival of those officers in a succession of seaiarilf 
ahooU have uken place at a moment so critical for British hoBOUT} and 9» 
Portugaese security. 
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SECTION VI. 

Stele of Spiun at tke ekMe of 180S and commeiieemeiit of 1809 — Suprem^e 
€oQtrai Junta fbcmect-nUiipttehgr of Bonaparte—MiUury <qpenUiona of the 
Freneh army — Surrender of Madrid to the Freneh— Sir John Moore takes 
the eommaiid of the BritUh armj— Commeneement of the Britiih opera- 
tkmi — March into Spain*-Potitical and military operations— >VariouB mili- 
tary aneedotei — Advanee into Spain— Want of Spanish eo-operation— Re- 
treat determined on — ManieoTres of Bonaparte— -Frustrated hy Sir John 
Moore— INitresses of the army— Battle of Corunna— Fall, and aneedotes of 
Sir John Moore— ^ir Arthur Wellesiey— Conduct in parliament— Treaty 
vith Spain — Sir Arthur supersedes Sir John Craddock in the command in 
the Peniasula— March towards the llouro— Passage of the Douro, and re- 
aaptore of Oporto— Pursuit of ^le Freneh— Its eoosaquenees— Junetioo of 
^ aUied armies— March towards TalaTera— Battle of TaktTera— Its coo- 
sequenoes— Subsequent retreats-General view of oceurrene^s ii| Spain— Sir 
Arthur Wellesley elevated to the peerage as Yxscovnt Wax.i.XMOTON 
—Close of the year 1809. 

WHILE the annj of France lay ioactive oo the Ebro and 
the passes into the mountainous province of Biscay, and whilst 
Napoleon was engieiged in his Russian and German campaigns, 
^ provincial juntas in Spain had leisure to resolve themselves, 
imnag part of J 808, into one grand, supreme central junta. 

Their intentions, as expressed in a proclamation, were to ratify 
the laws of religion, to restore or to avenge the monarchy, to re- 
MUblbh the fiindameotal laws of the kingdom upon a basis con- 
sooant with civil liberty, to draw more closely the ties connecting 
them with their colonies by a liberal policy ; and, iii short, to 
stimulate and reward activity, industry, talents, and virtue, in all 
nuiks of life. 

Being now acltnowledged by all the regularly constituted au- 
thorities, they proceeded to form the various branches of admi- 
iQstradoo ; to establish a system of finance ; to confiscate the 
estates of traitors, and to collect the old established taxes, but 
^^ithout laying any additional burdens upon the people : and thf^ 
•nny of Dupont having about this time surrendered, they ar- 
i*Dged every thing respecting it, and endeavoured, as much as 
v«8 in their power, to furnish means for the British amy to pr»- 

19 



146 

ceed ioto Spain after die cooYentioD of Ciotia, and the firedog of 
Poitu^ from a forel{i;D force. 

At this period the whole Spanirii force, iocUidi^g the Uberaiad 
annj of Romami, and Chose who had beeo set free ia the TagM^ 
was divided ioto three separate commaods, but about the laMnr 
end of October, disposed so as to form ooe grand army. Thm 
eastern wing, amounting to about 20,000, was under the comr 
mandof General Joseph Pdafox; the northwestern, under the 
command of General Blake, mnoooted to 55,000; and tbecentn^ 
under General Castanos, conasted of 65,000 men; BesMes tiieac^ 
there was a small army in Catalonia, and another in Eslremaduim^ 
and the whole was under the supreme command of Castaooa; tB 
which must be added the force under Sir John Moore, now r oady 
to march from Lisbon, and the troops expected under Sfar Iktvld 
Baird, &c. 

With respect to the French army In Spain, their pontioUft had 
been but little altered from those of the summer. Their ri|^ 
was to the ocean, the left on Arragon, and the front iowarda tte 
£bro, strengthened lately by reinforcements from France, and 
particularly by 160,000 conscripts, hastily collected by Bana-> 
parte ; who, having made his arrangements at home, quitted Paris 
for Spain, leaving the British ambassador to dispute about a ba^ 
for peace, whilst he himself was hotly pursuing his new war. He 
proceeded rapidly for Bayonne ; and, on the 3d of Noveodier» 
witlra reinforcement of 12,000 men, joined his brother Joseph it 
Vittoria. 

The plan of the Spaniards at this precise moment was, with tla^ 
right and left wings of their grand army to turn the flanks of the 
French force, whilst Castanos should make a vigorous attack 
upon, and break through, their centre. Thb seemin^y judicioiis 
design was accordingly acted upon; and Castanos, with the 
central army, crossed the Ebro at three different points, the 
French only making a show of resistance; nor did they prevent 
him from pushing f6rward detachments, and taking possessioii of 
Lerin, Yiaoa, Capporoao, and others of their own posts, in the 
left bank, or north ride of the £bro. He tras even allowed to 
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irfvaoce to Pampektua, whikt the Freocb oeHj maooeuvred bo 
as to Ude their own intentioos. In fact, in pursuance of this 
deq> laid design, Marshal Moncej had orders to advance with 
the left wing of the French anny along the banks of that river, 
not to appose the passage, but, by presenting a weak front) to d^ 
cojr Castanos to cross it ; nor did the stratagem fail of success, 
{though it is possible Castanos would have crossed without it,) 
for it threw. Castanos off his guard, when Marshal Nej^ with his 
di^bion, passing the line of (he £bro, and dashing fbrwiurd with 
gieat celerity, in separate columns, took the Spanish posts of 
Legrono and Calahorra, threw the whole country into alarm and 
coafesioo^ and cutoff the communication between the two armies 
«f Blake and Castanos. 

The first operations of the French were now directed against 
Blake's army, which was auccessively driven from post to post 
during the latter end of October and the bea^nning of November 
as far as Espinosa, where, having taken up a strong position, this, 
4be Galliclan army, was forced to make a stand in order to save 
its magazines and artillery^ but in vain; for, after a brave re* 
sistance ct two days, they were obliged to retreat with pred- 
f^tation. 

During this conflict at Espinosa, a detachment was sent against 
the last retreat of the Galllcian army, Keynosa, where a con- 
riderable force was established. At break of day on the 11th 
of I^ovember they were suddenly attacked on their vight, 
left; and centre. They were forced to consult their safety by 
flight ; throwing away their arms and colours, and abandoning 
theur artillery. After this unfortunate business. General Blake, 
with the remdns of his broken army, took refoge in Astnrias, 
wbibt what remained of the corps of Romsna, which had formed 
a part of this Galllcian army^ fled into the northern parts of that 
province. . The Spaniards, however, were so closely pursued by 
Marshal Soult, that the van of the army entered St Andero on 
Ae 16th of November, forcing the bishop of that place to take 
itbge on board an English frigate. . Before the 23d of Novem- 
^ the French, had routed aud diftpersed the airmies of the 



148 

aorthof Sptio, and also dutof Etdemdtm, under the 
inaod of tbe young Count of BehrideTe» who, haviog beee Uh»* 
dioufllj permitted to proceed ai Cur as Baigoi* and to occupy Ifc- 
with bis amij, was tbeo attacked by superior nunibers, his 
JTouted after«a gallant 'resistance of twetre hours, and almofli i 
hilated; he himself, with the small remains, flying to Lerma, mA 
from thence to Arauda. 

The inyaders, thus at liberty, directed their whole force 
agaiost Castanos; and, on tbe 23d of November, bring^ hioa 
to action at Tudela, gave him a signal defeat, thereby opeoii^ 
the road to Madrid ; on which route, on tbe 29th of Novembdy 
a force under the command of General Victor took posseaaioa 
of a most difficult pass in the Sierra Morena, called the Puenk^ 
though remariubly weB fortified, and defended by 13,000 Sfm- 



On the 1st of December adyanoed parties of the Fte»ek 
appeared before Madrid, at which period the inhabitants wtMm 
bunly employed in rassiog pallisades, and constructing re* 
doubts, expressing a determined spirit of resistance. The French 
were l>eaten back twice ; but, on tbe third attempt* th^ vn^ 
ceeded in getting possessioD of the gate of Alcala, and also of 
the Retiro, the reduction of wUcb place, however, cost tbem 
very dear, tbehr loss amounUng to upwards of 1,000 kiHed aod 
wounded. The supreme junta then hoisted a white flag as a 
token of submisdon ; but the people pulled it down, and persirtad 
in their intention of defending the city : unfortunately, howevei^ 
for want of leaders, their sfMrit of enthusiasm began to evapo* 
rate; and when they found that the French were fortifying 
themselves in the Retiro, which completely commands Madrid, 
they began to retire to their respective houses. 

On tbe 4th, the city was given up. 

Such was the state of aflfairs in Spain, previous to the eveote 
connected with Sir John Moore^s army, which we sinll now 
briefly trace. 

To illustrate the liberal and patriotic spirit of this gallant 
general, it is suflicient to say that on his arrival in Portugal^ 
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iriMi took pfane a^tfae bttile of Ylnuen, ho was irttm in hk 
pndfleg of Sir Artbur Wdleel^, aod abiolately declued to Sir 
Hew Dalrymple, that he wiibed to waire all pieteDBumt derived 
from his semmdtf ; and that as Sir Arthur liad dooe so much, it 
was fw he dioald td» the lead ia the operations against Li»- 
boB, and if the good of the service required it, he would exe- 
cute any part that was allotted to him, without interfering with 
Sir Arthur's orders. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley haviog implied for leave of absence to 
leturn to England, after the coavention, and Sir Hew Daliym- 
pie being recalled, the command devolved on Sir Hany Bur- 
rard, who verj soon requested to resign; when the ministrj at 
hsme judged it best to invest Sb John with the command ; and 
oe tte 6th of October, 1808, he received despatches from Lon- 
don with this appointment Previous to this, it had been in- 
tended to send a British force into GriBcia; but the tran8p<»t8 
beinp: emplqjred in carrying Junot's armj to France, meaas had 
been wantiog. Now, however, the plan was resumed : Sir John 
Moore had orders to send the cavalry by land, and a discretion* 
ary power to send die infantry and artillery by such mode of 
coDTi^ance as was most rapid aod practicable. 

At the same time he was informed that 15,000 men, under 
Ooieral Sir David Baikd, were to join him from Corunna. 

Fuiding, <»n inquiry, that the march of the expected force 
aoder Sir David Baird would fully occupy all military means 
at €omnna. Sir John gave up all thoughts of sending any part 
of his force by sea; and the Spanish government having deputed 
Coboel Lopez, an officer in their service, and one well acquaint- 
ed with the country, with its roads and resources, to assist the 
British army <hj its march, to establish magazines, and to make 
all the necessary arrangements with Sir John Moore, he not only 
eoDfinned the intelligence respecting Corunna, bujt also pressed 
Sir Johti, in the name of the Junta, to march by land; assuring 
bim that if he went by sea, one half of the army would never 
teable to. proceed from Corunna, through want of necessaries. 

The difficnbi^ Sir John met with, even in the outset, w^rc 
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great to «ic wrtwme- He fowid the P«Kagtt«» wiftely Igns* 
rant of the state of the roads even to their own country, thoi^ 
they all agreed that H was impoesihle to transport iprtHlery nv^ 
the mouotatos which form the northern boundary of Poitngal; 
totelligence confirmed by British officers who had been aeilt oa 
a tour of tospection : so that as equipments could not be fHMh 
cured at Corunna, nor food on the road by Ehrns, nor artHler^ 
conveyed by Almeida, he was absototely forced to ittrlde^Ms 
•nny, part of the artillery pofag with the cavalry thiwgk 
Spato, the lemainder of the three divisions proceeding by d» 
ferent routes through PortugaL The difibreot regiments of eaeft 
divirion followed each other in succession to facilitate tte 
march; Sir John totending that the whole of the troops conAlig 
from Portugal should unite at Salamanca, and that Sir DavM 
Baird and General Hope should either joto there or at Valla- 
doUd : and the several divisions being moved off, Sir John Mooi^ 
left Lisbon on Jlhe 27th of October, just as the grand Spanash 
armies, as already observed, were commencing their ptao irf 
<^rations against the French army north of the Bbro. 

In paadog through the Portuguese territory, the troops be- 
haved with such order and regularity as to form a striking rooh 
trast to the cruelty and rapine of the French armies. The 
people in consequence were civil, but still there were considenh 
ble difficulties in findtog a sufficient supply of providons for such 
an army. There was also a great want of money, prodacfng 
many inconveniences; for it had been erroneously suppoeei 
that government bills would have been accepted; and at Guai^ 
even the chief magistrates refused to procure provisions widiout 
regular payments, whilst the peasantry, as indeed might naturally 
be expected, refused any dealings with paper money : and it la 
stated that although Sir John Moore Was usually eotertaiiied 
with politeness at the houses of the nobility, and saw little ap- 
pearance of a French party, yet he was surprised to observe the 
slight interest which the Portuguese took to pubHc affairs; 
they were indeed in general well inclined, but very lukewarm. 

It is no doubt, dien, that the Spaniards at this moment had 
3 
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pobapiB too great coi^dence in their own stieogth* «fid judged 
lop hastily of the possible powers aod exertions of their e<^- 
nies; hut it is stated^ that the correspoodeuce which Sir John 
Hoove held with men of candour and discernment, and who 
resided upon ,the scene of action, tended to confirm him mere 
and Dfore in his convictionr that little or nothing was to be e:^- 
peded from the exertions of the Spaniards themselves. Heap* 
pearS) indeed, to have advanced in direct opposition to his own 
judipn^t; but it may still be a question, whether his final want 
if success in his advance may not in some degree have pro- 
ceeded from Ids own despandency^ which is so stroogly marked 
in many of his letters, and which, particularly in his subsequent 
retreat, may have produced those effects which his known gal- 
laotry and undaunted spirit would otherwise have prevented. 

The difficulties of the march still increased; and, notwith- 
standing the situation of affiiirs, it appeared impossible to correct 
the dilatoriness of the Spanish administration ; so that when Sir 
pavid Baird arrived at Cornnna, on the 13tLof October, the 
Gallician Junta actually refused permission for the landing of 
l|ie troops I The astonishment of Sir David at this extraordi- 
laiy circumstance may easily be conceived ; he had, however, 
00 alternative, but to-send off expresses to Madrid and Lisbon; 
tboogh he at last obtained leave to disembark, but with such a 
eoM reception, and such a total absence of all exertion in pre- 
parii^ his equipments, that he actually wrote to Sir John Moore 
to inquire whether the Supreme Junta had yet given permission 
for British troops to be admitted into Spain. 
. In the early part of November Sir John Moore, by rapid 
Buurcbes, had reached Atalaia : in fact, he found greater facilities 
than he had expected; for, though the roads were certainly very 
bid, stiU were they practicable for artillery ; though such was 
the extreme ignorance of the Portuguese, that instead of pro- 
enriog any of them for guides, British officers were obliged, 
from station to station, to reconnoitre, and actually to trace out 
^ route. The previous misinformation was also the more to be 
^^gretted; as otherwise, General Hope's division nnght very 
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iircH hare been brought b; this route aloog wHh the rest of tlnr 

The troope now reached Almeida by the 8th of' NoveaibeT;^ 
aod though h rained inceseaotly, they marched oq cheerfoUj iif * 
spite of the weather, add behaved extremely welI,uotwiA8taiHlk- 
iog the inhoBpitality of the country they were matcMog througlrJ 
The appearance of the country, however, and the mannen oT 
the people, improved greatly on first crossing the boundary Hne' 
between Portugal and Spidn; for the advantage was greatly ki 
favour of the latter; particularly at Ciudad Rodrigo, where the 
army was received with shouts of ^ Viva los Inglesest^ 

On the 13th of November Sir John Moore arrived with the 
advanced guard of his army at Salamanca; and there he halted, 
intending to assemble all the troops coming from Portugal, before 
he should push further into Spain; a plan more paiticularly ne- 
cessary, as he had just then got intelligence of the fate of tte 
army of Estremadura, already mentioned. 

Sir John had only been two days at Salamanca when he waa 
informed by an express from the governor of the province, O^' 
neral Pignatelli, that the French army had advanced and takeo 
possession oi Yalladolid, which is only twenty leagues from Sft> 
lamanca. At thb period, Sir John was only with his advanced 
corps, in an open town, three marches fix)m ihe French army, 
without even a Spanish piquet to cover his front, although he 
had been promised that his march into Spain should be covered 
by a force of sixty or seventy diousand men ; and his own force 
consisted of only three brigades of infantry, without a single gUQ, 
as the remainder were moving up in succession, but could not be 
expected noder less than ten days. 

Decidve measures were instantly necessary ; for if the French 
advanced in force, he had no option but to&ll back on Ciudad 
Rodrigo; the country in which vicinity being very poor, 
could not long afford subsistence for the troops ; and If he 
should even retreat into Portugal, his situation would scarcdy 
be improved. 

He, therefore, assemUed the Junta of Salamanca, and ex- 
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piaiued to them the sHuatioo of affaijrs, caliiog on them te make 
snch sacrifices as the occasioD required, aud stating tlie necessity 
of his having carts and mules, should it be necessary to retire. 
All this was tisteoed to with calm acquiescence, and the vrhola 
party seemed to hear of the generous intentions of the British, 
and of the destructive ravages of the French, with equal indif* 
ference. He, therefore, found himself forced to depend on his own 
resources, and sent orders to Generals Baird and Hope to con- 
centrate their divisions, to advance with all speed to Salamanca, 
but to be on their guard upon their march. 

At this crisis Mr. Frere had arrived as minister plenipoten- 
tiary from Great Britain, and Mr. Moore laments that he unfor- 
tunately iiad acquired all his notions of Spanish patriotism and 
politics in London, and that his prepossesuons were much too 
strong to be effaced by the observations of his predecessors, or 
even to be altered by the most opposing facts. It mtist, however, 
be observed, that if Mr. Frere was too sanguine in his hopes^ 
there were many others who were too despondent in an observa* 
tipQ fully justified by subsequent events, and which may be con- 
ndered as in some measure illustrated by a letter of Mr. Frere^s 
of the 13th of November, to Sir John Moore, in which he says, 
*' the fixed spirit of resistance, which, without calculation of 
danger or of means, seems to have rooted itself in the minds of 
^ people, appears superior to any reverse ;'* thus fully exem- 
plifying what in some measure may be applied to their subse- 
quent conduct.* 
Sir David Baird <^id not reach Astorga until the 1 9th of Novem • 

* A enrkHiveireiirostanoe mentioned in Sir John Moore't own jonmal, and 
big^j BhiftratiTe of the honour and integrity of the Spanidi cbaraetcr, do- 
•enres notice here. 

' " Lord Proby wa* at Tordcsillaa reconnoitring, when a patrole of French 
etvaby eame into the town. They stayed some time. Etery man in tho 
town knew that Proby was there, for he bad been two days among them ; 
yet not a man betrayed bim ; and when the cavalry left the place, and his 
lordship came into the street, they an testified their satisfaction, and declared 
Ibat, though they had no arms, they would hare died rather than harf* 
sHowed him to be taken. 
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ber, dud tbeu only wUb part of his infaDtry, haTiog had t9 
oecouDter maoy deficiencies, and to struggle with difficulties 
entirely new to him, meeting with a variety of obstacles in his 
progress, and receiving but little aid from the Spaniards in ovep- 
coming them. From Astorga Sir David thought it impntdeot 
to advance ; and, in an official letter, he said, ** We have oo kind 
. of support to expect from the Spaniards, vho are completely d%B^ 
persed and driven from the field ; and if I were to move fonrartf 
the infantry I have at present here, I should necessarily expose 
myself to be beaten in detail, without a chance of being able to 
oppose any effectual resistance.^' 

Lieutenant General Hope, who had proceeded by the Elvas 
road, had already ^one wonders; for, notwithstanding his toil- 
some march, he, by indefatigable exertions, and good arrange- 
ments, had provided for the subsistence of the corps under hi« 
command, and had brought them into the vicinity of Madrid. Yet, 
upon the whole, the situation of aflairs in Spain was becoming 
evidently more and more critical ; and every account sent to Sir 
John Moore, by those whom he considered as men of Bound 
judgment, was filled with statements of the Spanish government 
having most unwisely concealed their desperate situation from 
their ally. 

The defeat of Castanos's army we have already mentioned ; 
the intelligence of which arrived at Salamanca on the 28th of 
November, and totally darkened the aspect of affairs. Whilst 
this army remained, there still appeared to Sir John Moore a 
hope of resistance hi tlie north of Spain ; but now he gave up 
all expectations of it, considering it evident that if Bonaparte 
chose, as might be expected, to push forward his advanced corps 
upon him, his junction with General Hope would be very doubt- 
ful, and that with Sir David Baird impossible. 

For these reasons, he at olice took the resolution of withdraw* 
ing the army from Gallicia and Leon, and of assembling it Upoit 
the banks of the Tagus ; the proposed advantages of whidi 
measures were, that the whole British force would be collected^ 
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sod UDited with upwards of 10,000 men more, who were left in 

In the mean time he thought it possible that all the scattered 
corps of the Spanbh army might fall back and concentrate, and 
there receiTe such new levies as might be raised in the southern 
provinces ; which, when assembled, might still form an army ca- 
pable of making a stand, and to whose aid the British might then 
move forward in a formidable body. He considered, that if the 
Spaniards had constancy to hold out, and fortitude to continue 
the contest, an opportunity would still be afforded them ; for in 
the south all their enei^gies might be put forth, and effectual 
assistance afforded them by the British army; or should their 
aroiies even be repelled in these efforts, still secure retreats were 
afforded them in the protection of Cadiz and Gibraltar. Indeed, 
it appears from all his correspondence that it had always been a 
bivourite plan of Sir John Moore to commence and carry on the 
military operations firom the south of Spain. 

Sir John now took theresolutionofretreating without waiting 
Sot any further communications from the British ambassador, 
and the fate of Castaoos convinced him that the situation of his 
army admitted of no delay. 

He then assembled the general officers, and showed them the 
iotell^nce he had received, and the plan he had adopted. He told 
Aem '* that he had not called them together to request their 
counsel, or to induce them to commit themselves by giving any 
opinion upon the subject. He took the responsibility entirely 
iipoo himsielf ; and he only required that they would immediately 
prepare for carrying it into effect.** 

It was at this period that the insidious conduct of Morla, in at- 
tempting to persuade Sir John Moore to advance to Madrid whilst 
he himself was in treaty with the enemy, took place ; and such 
was the art of the traitor that he evidently was successful in 
some measure, even in imposing on Mr. Frere, our ambassador, 
though on the spot, or nearly so, being then at Talavera, af^ter- 
wards rend^^red so famous by the British arras. So much so, in- 
deed, that Mr. Frere sent a very pressing letter by Colonel Char- 
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milly, 9A emigrant officer io our service, who had just left Ih^ 
drid, and whose verbal represeotatioDs to Sir John Moore wero- 
80 highly dcsciiptive of the spirit of the inhabitants of that capi- 
tal, that, oD the 5th of December, he actually was conyioeed 
that a great and unexpected improvement io the public aflEairs 
had taken place ; and he, therefore, judged that he ought not to 
pursue his plan of retreat, and immediately abandoned his ioteo!* 
tion, resolving to support Madrid to the utmost of hb power- 
He, tlierefore, wrote to Sir David Baird to return bag and \ng* 
gage to Astorga, he having already commenced his preconcerted 
retreat ; and at this moment General Hope, by means of rapid 
marches, had broi^ht his divi^on close to Salamanca.. The po- 
sition of the British army had, by this means, become much moie 
secure ; for Sir John had now a complete though small corps, * 
with cavalry and artillery ; whilst, by a movement to the Jeft, 
his junction with Sir David Baird was certain. 

Being desirous of obtaining the cooperation of the only Spa* 
nish corps within reach, he wrote immediately to the Marquis of 
Romana, who was at Leon, expressing his wish to unite with 
liim, and to take such operations as they might judge best for thfs 
support of Madrid, and the defeat of the enemy. 

But the knowledge of the absolute submission of the capital 
now completely deranged the proposed plan of operations, aod 
retreat from Salamanca was again determined on, particularly as 
there was reason to believe that the effectiye French force theo 
in Spain actually amounted to 177,000 men, whilst the whofe 
British force was no more than 18,416 who had marched frooi- 
Portugal, and 9,550 who had followed Sir David Baird from 
Corunna, making in^'the whole 25,631 infantry and 2,450. cavalry ; 
their artillery, indeed, was numerous, but of a very small cali> 
bre; for, including a brigade of three pounders, it amounted to 
fifty guns. 

Sir John Moore, now joined by General Hope's division, w^ 
anxious to unite with Sir David Baird, and to endeavour to pro* 
secute the war in the north of Spain, instead of retiring upon the 
Tagus. 

3 
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In this crisis, his brother says, and we are disposed to give hint 
till credit, that Sir John knew that the passes of Somosierra and 
Chiadarama were possessed by the Freoch, and that an attempt 
to force theib would be' destrucdre; yet if he continued where 
he was, or only guarded the frontiers of Gallicia, eveiy thing valu- 
able in Spain would be quickly subdued. The first of these, 
therefore, he rejected as rash, and the other as fiitile ; but he form- 
ed and executed a plan for stepping the progress of the French^ 
and relieving Spain, which has been highly admired by masters 
b the art of war. *< This will be gradually developed.'* But as 
be found that the Spanish generals who had been deputed to him 
were quit^ incapable of discussing a plan, or giving him any ad- 
vice, be thought it imprudent to confide his intentions to them. 
He considered it most advisable to trust no one with his designs, 
except the government, and the generals commanding armies, who 
were to cooperate with him. 

Yet one of those *^ incapable^ generals wrote to him on the 
7di of December to say, ^ For if, instead of uniting the two 
divisions of your army with the army of the Marquis of Romana 
at Zamora, or some other point that may impose upon the enemy, 
you persist in putting your design in ezecudon, you will im- 
mediately occasion the destruction of Spain, and perhaps your 
excellency wUl be under the necessity of embarking far En- 
gbmdy 

That* Sir John Moore, however, did intend to connect himself 
iritb the Marquis of Romana, b evident from his letter to that 
officer, as well as frpm his subsequent instructions to Sir David 
Baird. In the morning of the 8th Sir John Moore received in- 
telligence from the gallant Colonel (now Sir Thomas) Graham, 
that the enemy had got possesnon of the capital, but that the junta 
concealed the event as much as possible, completely softening 
down the principal fact, and making it appear that Madrid had, 
instead of surrendering, only entered into a kind of armistice 
with the enemy. This Sir John neither absolutely believed, 
nor did he totally discredit it, but again considered himself com- 
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pelled (o make erery eSbrt to hit power fof the fdief of the 
capital, and accordloflT' adraoced from Salamanca. The mayt^ 
meot was made from the left flank bj brigades, towarda the 
Douro. The respire and Ceoeral Bereaford's brigades were 
marched to Tore, there to unite with the cavalry under Lord 
Paget, whilst Sir John Moore moved with the remahnDg Avi- 
sionfl towards TordesiHas. Sir David Baird was directed to 
push on his brigades to Benavente ; and, the whc^ b^ng mitedf 
it was proposed to proceed to YalladoHd, with the view of 
threatening the communication between Madrid and the Freneb 
territory. 

Even^oo the 12th of December, Sir John was still ignorant 
of the absckde submission of Madrid, and had hopes that Ui 
movements might be of use towards the saving of tfiat chy : and 
on the very same day Brigadier General Stewart, whilst movbig 
from Arevolo with the 18th and German dragoons, having got 
information that a party of French cavalry and in£utry bad gcA 
possession of a village -called Rueda, he attacked it in the iiigbt 
by surprise, with a party of the 18th light dragoons, and killed 
or took prisoners almost the whole of the detachment* This waf 
the first encounter of the French and British in Spain; and the 
march of the British had been so well concealed that the FrjOidi 
were astonished to find that there were any English troops Aere; 
the prisoners declaring that it was universally believed they had 
retreated. 

The intelligence soon after received, though unfitvoorable M 
to Madrid, still afforded some consolation to Sir John, fo fiod» 
in^^ that Bonaparte believed he was retreating; but as it wasevv 
dent that Soult^s corps was much stronger than had been repr^ 
sented, he considered it no longer advisable to march to Valta* 
(iolid, lest Sir David Baird should be attacked in forming Mi 
juncijon, but thought it preferable to move to Toro, thus com- 
nu.uchig that retreat which afterwards ended so unfortunately for 
Ihc general caii^e, though certainly without diminishing die 
lustre of the British arms. 
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8k Joho Moore, however, still had hopes of being able to 
Beet with Soult in his inarch towards Sir David fiaird, and that, 
if possible, before he could receive aoj reinforcements, and be- * 
fore any French corps should be pushed forward on his right 
flank to endanger his retreat 

To pursue Sir John through the whole detail of his manoeu- 
vres is^ot exactly part of our plan ; it is sufficient to say, that in 
bis further advance, he was checiied by the retreat of Romana:* 
and by the little chance of any furtlier Spanish cooperation, 
r aUhough his own force amounted to 23,000 infantry, and up- 
wards of 2,000 cavalry. 

RomaQa^s force was, however, at length brought so forward as 
to induce Sir John to direct a movement on their part in the lat- 
ter end of December, whilst he should make a proposed attack 
on the enemy ; Soult having his force of 18,000 men concentra- 
ted behind the river Carrion, and the head columns of Junot's 
corps being between Vjttoria and Burgos. But an influx of in- 
telligence soon convinced Sir John that the French reinforce- 
ments were advancing rapidly, and that Bonaparte was fully pre- 
pared : accordingly the forward march of the troops was instantly 
ogQOiermanded. Sir John, therefore, preparing for the danger, 
eakulated the time; but, to fruFtrate the plan, was forced to con- 
tinue his retreat, wluch he was silently, but busily, occupied in 
preparing for on the 24th of December, when the whole deposa- 
ble force of the French army, forming an irregular crescent, 
was marchiug with rapid steps to surround his army« To ac- 
coiBpliah this favourite object, says Sir John's brother, Bona* 
psrle Btopt bis victoriotis career in the south, where there was 
nothing capable of resisting him. Lisbon ^and Cadiz would have 
yielded as easily as Madrid, and those must be sanguine indeed, 
who can believe that any further resistance would have been 
iQsde in Spain. He then proceeds to observe, that the bold 
measures adopted by Sir John Moore arrested the immediate sub* 
ligation of the country ; for though he had intelligence sufficient 
to induce him to retire, sUIL he had not learned the whole amount 
of the force that was marching against him, and was resolved not 
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to be alanned into a false step, nor retreat one step furdier ten 
was absolutely necessary, as he vished to defend the Gallidas, 
' if possible. 

SeTerai skirmishes took place during the early part of the 
retreat, and on the 27th the rear guard crossed the Eslar, and 
blew up the bridge. 

The retreat seemed now a determined measure ; but we shaU 
waive all observations on it, only observing, that whenever the 
British army stopped, or whenever there was a slight affair of 
detachments, their conduct was always highly meritorious, though 
it appears from Sir John Moore's general orders, that there were 
some individual cases which required notice.* 

When Bonaparte had assembled his whole army at Astoiga, 
to the amount of 70,000 men, and perceived, by the masterly 
arrangements ot Sir John Moore, that it was no longer possible 
to intercept him, he desisted from his personal pursuit, and conr 
tented himself with detaching three marshals, with as many di- 
visions, to follow the Britisli closely, and to destroy them either 
before, or during their embarkation at Corunna, to which place 
Sir John Moore judged it most prudent to proceed. It is ao un- 
pleasant task to enter much further into this unfortunate series of 

* DiiriDg this retreat a gallant aobierement of a smaU pkrty of eaTili^ 4e« 
terres particular notice. It appears, that the British b their retreat over a 
river had hlown up the bridge ; but the French cavahy diseovered a ford 
aboTc it, Where thej crossed. They then formed, and were near^ double 
the number that eouid be brought against them. Our brave eountrymcA 
rejoiced at the sight, and forgot the dispariQr of numbers. Tkey advanced 
smartly upon the enemy, who stood to receive them ; and at a sbort distance 
fired upon the British. General Stewart, who commanded, then ad- 
vanced bejond his line, and gave the words ** Draw !" — *' Charge !" The 
British rushed on ; the Fnensh received them firmly ; and for aqnarter of aa 
hour the clash of sabres rung like a peal of bells General Stewart was op« 
posed to Grneral Lb Febvrb, wh6m he made prisoner. Sereral 
other. French officers also were taken> and a great many men feQ on both 
aides. The proud imperial guard (the officers of which declared they had 
never before been beaten) gave way before an inferior number of British 
dragoons, and retreated across the ford. At this moment, three cannon wtf 
brought to licar upon themy and the broad river was discoloured irith bloo^ 
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luJtiDK and retreatiugy particularly as it haa been so accurately 
detailed io Mr. Moore's Darrati?e of the campaigo. lo fact, itr 
the earty part of Januarj) 1809, the eoemy pressed on so hard 
that the rear guard was almost always en^^aged ; and in such cir- 
qimstaDces it was impossible to suffer any thing to retard the 
march of the columos ; of course, whateyer could not keep up 
was destroyed. We are sony to say that Sir John Moore's 
general orders bespeak a system of insubordination which we 
scarcely thought pos^ble in a British army under any circuni- 
jlstances; but we forbear all comment; nor will we disturb the 
sibes of the gallant dead. 

From day to day the same sufferings and the same circum- 
stances occurred, until the arrival of the army before Corunna, 
aflter traversing 250 miles of country, through mountains, defiles, 
aod rivers, and constantly in contact with a superior pursuing 
enemy : but, though often engaged, even their rear gaard was 
never beaten, nor thrown into confusion, but was victorious in 
every eocxHinter. 

£very thing ;wss now prepared for embarkation from Corunna 
ia preference to Vigo; but it was soon discovered that the 
French army would not permit it lo take place without an at- 
tack, in hopes of fuliiUing their boast of driving the English into 
the sea. 

About one in the afternoon of the 1 6th of January, the ene- 
vy, who had era the morning received reinforcements, and who 
bad placed soflie guns in front of the right and left of his Hoe, 
was observed to be moving troops towards his left flank, and 
formiog various columns of attack at that extremity of the 
strong and commanding position, which, on the morning of the 
I6th, be fiad taken in the immediate front of the British army. 

Thb indication of his intention was immediately succeeded 
by a rapid and determined attack upon Sir David Baird's divi- 
siOD, which occupied the right of the British. This first effort 
of the enemy was met by Sir John Moore, and by Sir David 
Baird, at the head of the 42d regiment, and the brigade luidcr 
Major General Lord William Beutinck. 
21 
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The Tillage oo tbc right now brcamc an dgcct of most oMi* 
nate contert; Sir Divid Baird here received a severe womid, 
which deprived the annyof bis services; and sooo after Lieu- 
tenant General Sir John Moore, who bad just directed the most 
able dispositKMi, fell by a cannon shot. 

The troops, though not unacquainted with the irreparri>iiB hm 
they bad just sustained, were not dismayed; but, by flic mart 
determined bravery, not only repelled every attempt of the ea^ 
my to gain ground, but actually forced him to retire, atthough he 
bad brought up fircsh troops in support of those actual^ cn-l| 
gaged. 

The enemy finding himself foiled in every attempt to force the 
right of the British position, endeavoured, by superior numbers, 
to uim it; but a judicious and well timed movement, which iraa 
made by Major General Paget with the reserve, which corps 
had moved out of its cantonments to support the right of ibe 
army, accompanied by a vigoious attack, defeated this IntentStm. 
The major general, having pushedforward a rifle corps, the 95lh, 
and the first battalion of the 52d regiment, drove the enemy be- 
fore him; and, in Us rapid and judicious advance, tfareatcined 
the left of his position ; which circumstance, with the position 
of Lieutenant General Frazer's division, (calculated to give still 
further security to the right of the line,) induced the enemy to 
relax his efforts in that quarter. 

'these efforts, however, were but the more forcibly directed 
towards the centre ; where they were again successfully resisted 
by the brigade under 'Major General • Manningham, forming the 
left of Sir David Baird's division, and a part of that under 
Major General Leith, forming the right of the division ooder 
Lieutenant General Hope. 

Upon the left, the enemy at first contented himself with an at- 
tack upon the British piquets, which, however, in general, mmSn- 
taioed theit ground. 1^'inding hu efforts thus unavailing apon 
the right and centre, he now seemed determiued ( j make the at- 
tack upon the left more serious, and had succeeded in gainiii^ 
poseessioD of a village through which the great road to Madrid 
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passes, and which was 8U^ated in front of that part of the 
Hoe. 

From Uiis post, however, he was soon expelled, with consi- 
derable loss, by a gallant attack of some companies of the 2d 
battalion of the 14th, under Lieutenant Colonel Nichols; so that, 
bdbce five in the ^rentng, the British had not only successfully 
repelled every attack made upon that position, but had gained 
ground in almost all points» and had occupied a more forward 
lioe than at the commencement of the action, wliilat the enemy 
^ confined his operations to a cannonade, and the fire of his light 
troopS) with a view to draw off his other corps. At six the 
firing entirely ceased. The different brij^des were reassem- 
bled on the ground they occupied in the morning, and the piquets 
and advayced posts resumed their original stations. 

Kotwithstanding the decid^ and marked superiority which at 
this moment the gallantry of the troo|^ had given tliem over the 
enemy, who, from his numbers and the commanding advantages 
of his position, no doubt expecte^n eafy victory. General Hope, 
on reviewing all circumstances«-4id not -conceive that he should 
be warranfed in departMs: from what b^knew was the fixed 
and previous determination of the '.late gallant commander in 
chief, to withdraw the army in t!he evening of the 1 6th for em- 
bafkatbn, the previous arrangements for which had already been 
made by his orders, and even, in fact, far advanced at the com- 
mencement of the action.* 

* Tbe pertonal exertions of the g;allant Moore himself deserre due notice. 

The Freneh artillery plunged from the heights, and the two hostile Hnes 

•f inifinti7 mutmaUy advaneed beneath a shower of balls, jet for some time 

they were sUII separated from each other by stone walls and hedges, which 

u^terseeted the ground. As they closed, it v as pereeived that the French 

1^ extended beyond the right Bank of the British ; and a body of the enemy 

vere obserred moving up the TftUey to turn it. An order was tnstantty giTen, 

and the half of the 4th regiment, which formed this flank, feH back, refusing 

, their right, and making an obtuse angle with the other half. In this position 

I tl^ oomsneneed a heavy flanking fire; and Sir John Moore, watching the 

I tkaooeuTre, called out to them, that was exactly what he wanted to be done. 

I He then rode up to the 50lh regiment^ commanded bj Majors Napier and 
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Orders were, therefore, given for the troops to quit llieir posi- 
tion about ten at ni^ht, which was done with a decree of order 
nnich to their credit. The whole of the artillery that remained 
uuenibHrkcd having been withdrawn, the troops followed b the 

StaTihoi>e, wlio got oyer an encloRirc in theu' front, and charged moat gaBant- 
1y. The {general, ever an admirer of Talour, exelaimed, <* "Well done tlie 
fiftieth ! well done my majora !"— uaing this cxpreasion in allaaion to hishavia» 
recommended them both to the rank they held, entertaining in particubira 
tincci'e frieiidaliip for the honourable Major Stanhope, second ton of Earl 
Stauhope, and nephew to the late Mr. Pitt Ihia gallant regiment, snmM 
bravely led , soon drove the enemy out of the village of Flvina, ^ith great ^ 
alauj^htcr; but in the eonfliet Major Napier, advancing too far, wi« 
wounded and taken prisoner, and Major Stanhope unfortdnatel> received a 
mortal wound. 

Sir John now proceeded to the 42d, addressing them in these words : 
*' Highlanders, remember Fgj'pt!"— Ttiey rushed on, driving the French be- 
foi-e them till they were stopped by a wall. Sip John accompanied thero in the 
charge, and told the soldiers tlwt he was well pleased with their condact. He 
then sent Captain Hardingc to order up a battalion of gxwiH^s to the left fiaak 
of the Highlanders ; upon which i^e officer commanding the light comptay 
conceived that as their ammunition was nearly expended, they were to be 
relieved by the guards, and began to fall l?scik ; but Sir John^scovcringthe 
mistake, said to them, *' My brave •12d, join your comrades; amnunition Is 
coming, and you have your bayonets." -Ihcj instantly obeyed, and all moved 
forward. 

Captain Hardtnge now returned, to report that the guards were advoi- 
eing. While he was speaking, and pdnting out the utuation of the battalioo, 
a hot fire was kept up, and the enemy's artillery pla}ed incessantly apontbe 
spot Sir John Moore was too conspicuous. A eannon ball struck his left 
shoulder, and beat him to the ground. 

He raised himself, and sat up with an unaltered countenanee* looking in- 
tently at the Highlanders, who were warmly engaged. €aptain Hardinge 
threw himself from his horse, and took him by the hand ; then, okserving 
hia anxiety, he told him the 42d were advaiieing ; upon which his ooooteuaocp 
immediately brightened. His friend. Colonel Graham, now dismounted to 
Assist him ; and, from the' composure of Ids features, entertained hopes that 
he was not even woundeil ; but observing the horrid lacenntion, and effdskMi 
of blood, he rode off* ibr surgeons. 

The general was now carried from the field of bnttlc in a blanket, by a 
sci-gcant of the 4M and some soldiers. On his way, knowing of Sir David 
B:urd being wounded, he ordered captain Hardinge to report hia on-n wovtsd 
lo General Hope, who then assumed the command. 
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order prescribed, and marched to their rcspectire points of 
embarkation, in the town and neighbourhood of Corunna. The 
piquets remained at their posts until fire in the morning of the 

The tidings of this unfortnnate diiuter were carried to Sir Da^id Baird 
tvken the surgeons were dressing his shattered arm. He instantfy com- 
manded them to desist, and to ran to attend Sir John Moore ; but when 
they arrived and offered their aasiflCanoe, he eoolly said, ** You can be of no 
service to me $ go to the soldiers to whom jou may be useful." 

As the soldiers -were oarrjing him slowly along, he made them turn him 
round frequently to view the 6e1d of battle, and to Usten to the 6ring ; and 
-wA^ vreW pleaded when the sound grew fainter. At this period a spring wagon, 
bearing Colonel Wynoh wonnded iiom the battle, came up. The colo- 
Be) asked ** Wlio was in the btanket !" aad being told it was Sir John Moore^ 
he wished him to be placed in the wagon : but the general asking one of the 
Highlanders whether he thonght the vragon or the blanket best, the honest feU 
low answered that the blanket would not shake him so much, as he and the 
other soldiers eouM keep the step and carry htm easy. i>ir John said, *' [ think 
9o too,** and thus they proceeded with him to his lodgings, the soldiers shedding 
tears as they went. In carrying him through the passage of the house, he saw 
his faithful servant Francois,*- ho was stunned at the spectacle ; but Sir John 
said to him, smiling. " My friend, this is nothing^" 

The remaining incidents of his gallant life we may draw from a sketch writ- 
ten by his in«st intimate friend. Colonel Anderson, 'who drew up an aeoount 
the foUowmg morning, stating^ 

**1 met the general in the evening of the 16th, bringing in' a blanket and 
sashes. He knew me immediately, though it was almost dark, squeezed me 
by the hand, and said, ^9nderaony dm^t lean>e me He spoke to the surgeons 
on their ekamimng his wound, bat was in such pain he could say hut little. 

*' After sometime he seemed Tory anxious to speak, to me, and at interTals 
got out as foUow^'— Anderson, you knov'that I have always wished to die 
this way /^ Me tbieti asked. Are the French beaten ? which he repeated to 
every one he knew, as they came in. Ihope the people of England -mil be 
satisfied f^^I hope my country wiU do me justice .'^^Anderson^-n/ou will 
see my friends as soon as you canf^tell them^^every thing-^say to my mo- 
^Aer— here his voice quite failedi and he was evidently agitated — Hope — Hope 
-^Ihave much io say to him-^but — cannot get it tyiit'-^re Colo7iel Graham 
~*and all my aids-de-camp well? (Here a private si^ was rasde by Colo- 
nel Anderson not toinform him of Captain Burrard, son of Sir Harry, one of 
his aids-de-camp, who was wounded in the action, and died two days after, 
wanls)— / ha;ve made my wiU, and have remembered my servants-^ Col- 
home has my will and all my papers, 

** Major Colbome then oamo into the room. He asked the major if the 
French were beaten— '/f** a great satUfactimfor me to know we have beaten 
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17tlK vbeii they were also -withdrawn with finiiiar orders; tad 
"wiihcjut thfi eii'Miiy haviiii; discovere<l tlie movemc^at. 

By the uiireniiiling exertions of the nav^ , and ifl coDsequeoq^ 
of thp judicious arrangements made by the officers directii^ tbe 
transport service, the whole were e nibatked with a de^n^e of ex- 
pedition which has seldom been equalled; and, wiUi the excep- 
tion of the brigades under Major Oeoerals HIU aod BeresfotA 
which were destined to remain on shore untH llie novemeoCs <tf 
the enemy should become manifest, the whole was afloat before 
dayligfaL The brigade of Major Geoeral Beresford, wfaicli was i 
alternately to form tlie rear guard, occupied the iaod frost of the 
town of Coninna ; that under Major General Hill was statkoed 
in reserve in the promontory in rear of the town. The 
French pushed their light troops towards the town soon after 
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added— //-€/ mf^elf to strong — I fear I shall be long dying — On being 
told that Captains Perry and Stanhope, third aon of the earL were Sa fkt 
room, he spoke to both — after some uiterral^ Mid, * Stanhope, remember mc 
to your sister !* — he then pressed Colonel Anderson's hand close to his hpdj, 
andio a few moments expired w'lthouta struggle !*' 

*« From a sentiment of ▼eneratianj" adds his brother, ** that ias been felt ii 
0^x17 age, the corpse of a man who has elicited admiration cannot be ne^foet- 
<mI as common day. This impression leadi manlund •omrtimea to treat ao 
inanimate body with peculiai* respect ; and even to bestow apon itunfelt ho- 
nours. This was now the subject of deliberation among the military friends of 
."i^ir John Moore who had survived the engagement, when Colonel Andem 
iafurmcd them tliat he had heard the general repeat edi)' declare, tbit 
it* he was killed in battle, he wished to be buried where h^had fallen. Gencrri 
Hope and Colonel Graham immediately acceded to hit siiggestidB; and it 
was detcrnuned that the body should be interred iu the rampart of tbo citadel 
of Corunna. 

•* At twelve at night his remains were accordingly carried to the aptft^bf 
Colonel Graham, Major Colhoroe, and his aids-de-oarop, and deposited, ..nqltil 
a grave ^ as dug by a party of the 9th regiment No cofiin coald be procured^ 
and the hody, which was not undressed, was wrapt up by his sorrowful friend% 
in a military clo'.k and blankets. Towards eight in the morning some firiag 
\YM heard, when, lest a s rious attack should be made, and prevent the tat 
duties lieing performed, the ofiieers of his family bore the body to the gf«w> 
fhc funeral service was read by the ehapbiDi when it was laid in its ooU and 
silent, yet honourable bed !" 

3 ' 
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ei|^t o'dodc io Ae laoming of the 17th; aod afaorUy after occu* 
pied the heights of St. Lucia, which coronatid the harboar; 
hvtt DOf^kbBiaadiDg thit eii«uinstftnce» aod the maiiifold defects 
ef the place, there being no apprehension that the rear guard 
iTould be forced, and the dispositioD si the Spaniards appearing 
to be fi^ood, the embarkation of Major General Hill's brigade was 
commenced aod completed by three o'clock in the aHernoon. 

Msjor General Beresford, with that zeal and activity so well 
kDowm to be his, having fiiRj explained, to the satisfaction of the 
Spmnsh governor^ the nature of our movement, and having made 
^Tery previo» arrangement, withdrew his corps Gram the knd 
front of the town soon after dark, and was, with all the wonnded 
that had not been previously moved, embarked before one in the 
morning. 

We now proceed to investigate the occnrrences connected 
with the subject of ourtiography, after his arrival in Kngland; 
send the close of the pioceedings on the Ciotra coovention. 

On the 25th of January, the house <tf commons having pro> 
c^eded to confer (hanks oft the officers who survived the battle 
•f Coninna, and to vote a monument in St. Paul's to the gallant 
Moose, JLord Castlereagh thj^n called on the house to confer the 
I saMe lioo«ar of thanks on £^ ArthurWellesley, and the other con- 
querors of YImiera. The neble lord, after expatiating upon the 
aervicea of this distinguished officer, and the bravery of his fol- 
lowers, alluded to the superior numbers of the enemy engaged 
' upon this eceaghMi; and concluded with expressing his opinion, 
that the thsnks of that house had never been called for by more 
transcendent merit To this Mr. Wbitbread moved an amend* 
ment, for the purpose of introducing the name of Sir Harry 
Bntrard ; but, finding the sense of the house decidedly against 
him, iirithdreW his amendment ; and the original notice ww ear- 
, ried, with only one dissenting voice : to which were added thanks 
M the various officers, as well as to the non-commissioned officered 
wad privates. 

^ * On a subsequent motion In parliament, respecting the cam* 
pugn in Portugal, Sir Arthur explained his views, and motives 



of action, lbr<nighQUt the whole expedition; which were, to ea- 
gage the eaeiuy as near to Lisbon as posnble, and to have fol- 
lowed up his advantage, exactly as he had proposed to Sir Hairy 
Burrard and to Sir Hew Dalrjuple : and he again added that if 
the enemy had been vigorously followed after the battle of 
Vimiera, there would have been no reason for concladiog a 
coDvention. 

3ir Arthur on his return had immediately resumed his par- 
liamentary duties as well as his oi&cial ones, In the exercise of 
the latter of which, on tlie 6th of February, he obtained leave 
to bring in two bills ; one to enable the bishops of Ireland and 
the commander of the forces in that country to frank letters; and 
the other to amend and consolidate the various laws relatiog to 
the Irish militia. 

After this Mr. Whitbread, at some length, made a proiol^ 
motion respecting the chief secretary sl^p of Ireland t)eiQg held 
by Sir Arthur during his military absence ; and concluded by 
moviDg ** that the office of chief secretary for Ireland is an ef- 
fective office of the highest responsibBlty, which cannot be held 
by any person absent from the realm ; and that the emobmeDti 
of that office ought not to be enjoyed by any person who is 
rendered unable by his situation to perform the duties thereof.'* 

To this Sir Arthur WcUesley answered, that when first he 
was appointed to the secretaryship, it was with the clear under- 
standing that his acceptance of that situation should not preclude 
him from assumiog any subsequent military command Uoder 
this impression he had gone to Zealand, and alleiwards to Porta- 
gal; and in both cases, having found the office vacant on his 
return, he had resumed the functions of it. 

But in both cases he had relinquished all claim to a cootinu- 
anee in it upon his quitting the country, so that he should have 
had no reason to complain had he found it occupied by another. 
That it was not so was attributable to the noble duke at the bead 
of the government of Ireland, who had very kindly expiWed 
his wish still to avail himself of his (Sir Arthur WellesUty's) 



services. 
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After fiome observatioDS, Lord Casitereagh moved the pre^ 
vioua queatioD, to which Mr. Wliitbread did not object — aa he 
aaid his only object waa to preveot the present case from being 
eatabiialied aa a precedent, which he thought the discussion had 
done. 

After this Sir Arthur Welleale^'s parliamentary duties W^re 
auspended; but, before we proceed to further military de- 
tails, it is proper to notice that his abilities in the senate were 
fully commensurate to those in the field; and it has been well 
said of him, particularly throughout his defence of his brother, 
that if he could not silence his adversaries, he always convinced 
his auditors; whilst his mode of speaking, at, once simple, per- 
^icuous, and energetic, was united with so much real modesty 
and diffidence of manner, as to secure him no small shiure of tlie 
favour of the house, and a constant degree of flattering at- 
tention. 

It was during the Bhosi>lived administration of Lords Grey 
and Grenville that he had come into parliament for an Irbh bo- 
xougb, but afterwards sat for Newport in Hants : and it was in the 
succeeding administration that he was appointed to the chief 
secretaiyship of the sistei' kingdom ; an office certainly incom- 
patible with the active duties of that profession which he had 
chosen, and of which he had now proved himself to be one of 
the greatest ornaments : but then it must be remembered that he 
accepted it merely on condition of its not prejudicing his mili- 
tary wiews and pursuits; and that be performed its duties sedu- 
loosly whilst at home, and with a degree of highly honourable 
per8ewerance,atthe same time declining all salary during those 
short periods when absent from its duties. 

A treaty of peace, friendship, and alliance, between his Bri- 
tannic majesty and his Catholic majesty Ferdinand the Seventh, 
was DOW arranged) by which Great Britain guarantied the suc- 
cession and posaession of the Spanish crown and empire to Fer- 
dinand himself, or such lawful successor as the Spanish nation 
•hall acknowledge ; whilst the Spanbh government engaged never 
to cede to France any part of the territories or possessions of the 
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Spanish monarchj ia.aaj part of the world; makiog 

cauae agaiast France, and not to make peace with that power. 

except bj common consent* 

Our troops in the Peninsula had now for some time been 
eommaoded by Sir John Craddock; but the British goTem- 
inent baring determined^n more active operations, it was thoii^ 
proper to intrust the command to Sir Arthur Wellealey, whs 
immedjatelj prepared to supersede Sir J<rfm» that gallant offi- 
cer's services l)eing required in another part of the globe, whoc 
they might be equally honourable to himself and usefial to his 
country. 

On the 22d of April, Sir Arthur Welkdey landed at Usboa 
from England, to resume the command of the united British sad 
Portuguese armies. He was received with extreme joy by the 
inhabitants, and a splendid illumination took place. On the 
24th he set out to join the army which had already proceeded 
on its march to Oporto« 

On the 9th of May Sir Arthur Wellesley intended that the 
army should march from Coimbra to dispossess the enemy of 
Oporto ; in fact, the advanced guard and the cavaiiy had march- 
ed on the 7th, and the whole had halted on the 8th, to aflfori 
time for Marshal Beresford with his corps to arrive upon the 
Douro. The infantry of the army was .formed into three divi- 
sions for this expedition ; of which two, consisting of the ad 
vanced guard, of the Hanoverian brigade, and the brigkde ck 
guards, under Brigadier General Stewart, Lieutenant Generate 
Paget and Payne, &c. with a brigade of artilFery, under Liett- 
tenant General Sherbrooke, moved by the ki^h road from Cmin- 
bra to Oporto; whilst one composed of Major General HOTs 
brigade and Brigadier General Cameron's with a brigade of six 
pounders, proceeded by the road from Coimbra to Aveiro. 

On the 10th, in the morning, b<^fore daylight, the cavalry ud 
advanced guard crossed the Youga, with the intention to s«^ 
prise and cut off' four re^ments of French cavalry, and a bat- 
talion of infantry and artillery, cantoned in Atbergaria IVme, 
and the neighbouring villages, about eight miles from that river* 
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lotkb ii&ir>tbimgh not completely 8acc6e»(iil as far as legaided 
Uie complele Murprlse, the mperioritj of tiie BrltMi cavalry 
was eYident tlooughout the day; some priaooen aad camioo of 
Oie detachment were taken, and the Britfah adyanced guard took 
up the pogition of OHreira. 

On the same day Migor General Hill, who had embaiked at 
Aveiro in the evening of the 9th, arrived at Ovar, in the rear 
of the enemy's right, and the head of Lieutenant General 
Sheri>rooke'B division passed the Vouga on the same evening. 

On the 11th the advanced guard and cavalry continued to 
move on the high road towards Oporto, with Major General 
HlIPs division b a parallel road which leads from Oporto to 
Ovar. On the arrival of the advanced guard at Vendas Novas, 
between Santo Redondo and Orijon, they fell in with the out- 
posts of the enemy's advanced guards, consisting of about 4,000 
infantry, and some squadrons of cavalry, strongly posted on the 
heights above Grijon, their front being covered by woods and 
broken ground; but the enemy's leit flank was in a moment most 
judiciously turned by a movement well executed by Major Gene- 
ral Murray, with Brigadier General Langberth's brigade t)f the 
Hanoverian Legion; whilst the 16th Portuguese regiment of 
Brigadier General Stewart's brigade attacked their right, and 
the riflemen of the 03d and the flank companies of the 20tb, 
43d, and 52d, of the same brigade under Major Way, attacked 
Ihe infantry in the woods and village in their centre. 

These attacks soon obliged the enemy to give way ; and the 
honourable Brigadier General Stewart immediately led two 
squadrons of the 16th and 20th dragoons, under the command 
of Major Blake, in pursuit of the enemy, destroyed many, and 
took many prisoners. This success, though on a small scale, 
bad such an effect upon the French, that they crossed the 
Douro, and destroyed the bridge on the night of the 11th; but 
Sir Arthur soon after collected as many boats as could be brought 
to the ferry immediately above the towns of Oporto and Villa 
Kova, as it was important, with a view to the operations of Mar- 
shal Beresford, that he should cro^s the Doaro imiqediately. Is 
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fttrtherance of this operation, he also in the moonnog of the 12fb 
sent Maj^n^ General Murray, with a battalion of the Haooreiin 
Leg:ion, a squadron of cavalry, and two six pounders, to endea* 
your to collect boats, and, if possible, to cross the river al Ovia- 
tas about four oiiles above Oporto. 

The ground on the right bank of the river at the ferry ini»e- 
diately above Oporto, and where Sir Arthur intended to cross, 
was capable of being protected and commanded by the fire of 
cannon, placed on the height of the. Sierra Convent at Villa 
Nova, and there appeared to be a good position for the British 
troops on the opposite side of the river, until they should be 
collected in sufficient numbers. The enemy took no notice of 
the collect]!^ of the boats, nor indeed of the embaikation of the 
troops, until after the first battalions (the Buffs) were landed, and 
had taken up their position under the command of Lieuleaant 
General Paget, on the opposite side of the river. 

They then commenced an attack upon them, with a lai^body 
of cavalry, infantry, and artillery, under the command tyi Mar- 
shal Soult, which that corps most gallantly sustained till support- 
ed successively by the 48th and 66th regiments belonging to 
Major General Hill's brigade, and a Portuguese battalion, and 
afterwards by the first battalions of detachments belonging to 
Brigadier General Richard Stewart's brigade.^ 

* An officer, who was present on ibis ocoasioB^ makes the foUowiog Ufelj 
ohserrations : 

" Every Uiiog considered, the passage of the I>onro is certainly one of the 
most hritliant achicTements on record. The troops had made a forced march 
of above eighty miles from Coimbra in three days and a half^ and the wBole 
of the artilleiy was got on, though some parts of the road were soexcessivdy 
bad that it seemed wonderful how the guns ever got through them. From. 
the heat of the weather, and the gi*cat length of time which the stop* 
page of the artillery, forced us to be on the different marches, the fatigues 
which the troops underwent was extreme. The current of the DonroisTerj- 
rapid, tlie opposite banks high and stecp> in posscssi0n of the enemy, and we 
were ignorant of his forces and defences. There was no meana of croaaing 
the rirer, except in such small Portuguese boats as the enthusiasm of thepeo- 
pte brought to us, at their own pei'il, ironi the I^nch side of the river; KlA 
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LiettteDant General Paget was uofoTtunatelf wounded aooo 
after the attack commeDced* when the comnand of tbeae gallant 
troops devohred upon Major General Hill : and akhongh the 
French made repeated attacks upon them, thejr made no tmpres- 
siou ; and at length Major General Murray (by the masterly 

the troops thftt first passed had to wait tiO these boats went baokwards and 
:. forwiirds, and sacoessivcly brought orer the remainder. Notwithstanding 
Kueh difficulties. Sir Arthur WeOeslej did not delay one moment in erossbg 
the rirer. The aniouitioa and hnwety of the troopa seeeoded his aetiiity 
. and presence of mind ; the enemy's batteries were soon taken, himself de- 
featcd at all points, a rast number of prisoners made ; and when the pursuit 
was ordered to cease, one sentiment of regret pervaded alL The bridge 
oter the Douro being destroyed, there was no means of getting oter the 
artillery, and only about sixty of the dragoons had already erossed. Under 
these cifoumstanees. Sir Arthur Wellesley durst not in prudence pursue, 
though we have since learned from some English officers who were with the 
French army, and afterwards made their escape, that the confusion was so 
great, and the troops so entangled with baggage, fcc. that the greatest part of 
them must have been taken prisonerspf we had eontinued'the porroit. 

<« The country was so hostile to the French, that they could not get any 
information of our movements : the advance from Coimbra was therefore 
unexpected ; and it was so very rapid, that they were completely taken by 
surprise* 

^ Seven hundred sick were by this means left in the hospital. Marshal 
Soult's dinner' was preparing, and was actually eaten by Sir Arthur WeUes- 
ley. Some of the captured generals were taken in the streets of Oporto. Many 
men were killed in the streets by the 29th regiment, and General Laborde's 
btggage was taken just beyond the entrance of the city. 

** The scene was altogether most beautiful, and perfectly unique. The da;|r 
was very fine ] and, the tide being in, the river was quite fiilL 

•* Immediately opposite to Oporto is the town of Villa Nova, where we 
embarked to cross the river. Here on the beach was raised an immense stand- 
ard of white cloth, on which the sign of the cross was embroidered ; the oppo* 
site walls of Oporto were lined with people waring white handkerchiefs to us, 
expresang, by their signs and gestures, their extreme anxiety for our passing 
the river ; the Portuguese rowed their own boats, and the animation these 
poor fishermen displayed, and theur exertions to get us quickly over,>ere 
very striking. The houses, as we passed through the streets, were prindpally 
shot, for fear of being pillaged by the French in their retreat; but the bal- 
conies were full of people, chiefly wcmien, and from one end of the shore to 
ibe other there wA« a eonfinted ITbe of white hsudkerditef) waved to U8 from 
tire baleocfles. 
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moTement of the morniog) baTin^ appeared oo the left talk of 
die Frrocb, oo fab march firom Oviotra where be had enutA^ 
and Lieatenaol Oeaera] Sheibrooke (who by thk thse had 
availed hnDself of the eoemy'a weakoesB in the town of Oporto, 
and-had citMned the Douro at the ferrj, between the towns of 
l/llla Nova and Oporto) having appeared npoo the right with 
the brigade of guards, and the 29th regiment, the whole of the 
enemy's force retired in the utmost confiiskm towards Aoar 
rantha, leaving behind them five pieces of cannon, eight amrnu* 
niOon tumbrels, and many prisoners : their loss amounted to a 
considerable number, and they left 700 sick and wounded behind 
tiiem in the hospitals at Oporto. 

The exertions of the army in this affair were highly deserviog 
of praise. In four days they had marched over eighty miles of most 
difficult country, and had gained many important positiobs, aod 
had actually engaged and defeated three different bodies of the 
enemy's troops. Oporto now liecame the reward of the 
captors. 

Sir Arthur, immediately on entering Oporto, very prudently aod 
humanely issued a proclamation, in which he required from the in- 
habitants that they should comport themselves with coropasdoo and 
humanity towards the French prisoners, who by the laws of war 
were entitled to his protection. He showed them that it would 
be inconsistent with the generosity and humanity of the Porto- 
giiese nation to revenge upon those unfortunate individuals tbe 
outrages and calamities which it had suffered; and he, thereft^ 
directed all the inhabitants to remain tranquil in the town, and 
to forbear ai^aring in tbe streets with arms. 

When Sir Arthur Wellesley first determined upon the expe- 
dition to the north of Portugal against Marshal Soult,* he had 

• Manhal SoqUU now upwards of aOj y^an of age; he U deKiibed ta 
be strangaDd aetiTe,lmt a U^Mline and aTariciout. In ftot, gloiy is but hit 
third pataon, ooniing in after money and women ; lo that when he fint heard 
oC hbappomtment some jrears ago to the then jirmy •/ Englmidy he and, 
inthcpretenccof anEng«ihmantheninPi«nce,«NowI am going to re- 
cruit my leragUo and to Ell mj eoffers, by potting bto i«qai||l>QD Englifh 
tnlsses and EngUah guineas." 
2 
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sai^ne hopes that the Portuguese General, Sil?iefa, voold be 
able to hold his post upou the Tamaga tiU he should be rdo- 
forced ; by means of which poaitioo, and by the possespkm of 
Cbaves, the enemy's retreat would hare been cut off, excepting 
across the Minho river; but even that he had hoped to render 
impracticable bj pressing hard upon his rear. This well cod-» 
certed plan was, however, derai^;ed by the French having got 
possession of the bridge of Amarantha, where Silviera was posted ; 
particularly as Sir Arthur had no real ground to hope that Mar« 
sbal Beresford, who was then marchiqg towards Lamego, would 
be able to eflfect more than to confine the enemy on that side, and 
oblige him to retire by Chaves into Oallicia, rather than by Villa 
Real into Castile. 

Yet the gallant Beresford effected more than was supposed 
possible : and after having driven in the enemy's posts at Villa 
Real and Maisan Frien with some loss, actually forced General 
Loison'a outposts at the bridge of Amarantha, and again acqui- 
red possession of the left bank of the Tamaga, on the very day 
that tlie commander in chief bad so gallantly passed the Douro, 
1q fact, no sooner had the intelligence of this brilliant coup de 
main reached Ldson than he judged it prudent to retire Imme- 
diately from Amarantha, and to join the advanced guard of the 
French army* when General Beresford instantly occupied his 
evacuated post 

On the morning of the 13th Sir Arthur Welledey led Us 
army from Oporto in pursuit of the retreating enemy, and in the 
evening he received information that they had destroyed a great 
proportion of their artillery in the neighbourhood of Pennafiel, 
sod had directed their march towards Braga; a measure to 
which he was evidently driven in consequence of Marshal Beres- 
ford's cooperation on the TaraagS' 

Sir Arthur, on having these facts well ascertained, immediately 
proceeded, on the mpming of the 14th, with the army in two 
cohumis towards the Minho river, directing the marshal to 
ttarch upon Chaves in case the enemy should turn to his right, 
wUbt Major General Murray with the Hanoverian Legion was 
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to commUQicate with the marshal, if, as then reported, 
ifaoald reroaia io the vicinity of Amaraatha. 

Iq luiison with these general orders the pursuit was contiimed 
until ^ 1^^* ^^®° ^^^ Arthur with the main body arrived «t 
Braga, and on the following day at Salamonde; and this wWl 
• such rapidity that the guards under Lieutenant General Sfafl^ 
brooke and Brigadier General Campbell, then in advance of the 
British army, had an affair with the enemy's rear guard at a 
late hour in the evening. In this business the British attacked 
them in position, and having turned their flanks by the heij^ 
the enemy immediately retreated, leaving a gun and some pri- 
soners behind them.^ 

On the 1 7th and 18th the pursuit continued, and on the latter 
day the British army arrived at Monte Alegre, when'% Arthur 
found that Soult had taken a road through the mountains towards 

* The «afferinas of the French army at thia time were dreadfidt u 9^ 
peart by the journal of aa officer on the ipot. 

*' The road as vre went along wa» strewed with wreelcs of their frmjt 
dead hones, muskets, ammunition, knapsacks, bodies of French sotdien^ 
murdered and stripped by the peasants, and now and then a solitaiY soMkf 
lying on the road side, and dyiog from fever, want, and fatigue. 

*< The scene at the bridge over the Cabado was most striking and aieet- 
ing. The bridge is very narrow, and the confusion had been so great, that 
the cavalry, in passing, had trampled down the infantry. Vast numbers of 
men and hones had been precipitated over the battlements. The bed of te 
torrent was covered with drowned horsey or such as had been lamed in their 
&11; the banks were strewed with baggage of every deseriptioft— «rm^ 
knapsacks, dead horses, dead bodies, he. and if to this assemblage of sad 
and melancholy desolation, you add the effects of the surrounding seeneiy, 
hnmense mountains, a furious and rapid torrent forcing its way among pHes 
of rocks, and eontinuaUy augmented by long cascades fVom the mountain^ 
you may form some opinion of the sort of feelngs which sach a view must 
inspire. 

*' The quantity of plunder collected In Oporto by the French must hsve 
been enormous ; there is hardly a species of property but what we foond 
in the knapsacks that were thrown awayt plate of every deseiip6aB« 
jewelry, quantities of money, women's ornaments, and clothes of ail aarCs.' 
A man of the Sdd regiment got a bar of solid golds UMther foimd one «f 
direr." 
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: eMza, bf Vudi ft woidd Ibe dUKcult, if not impoMibie, to 
«reitake hlm> and oo which h^ had no meam of ttoppiiig him; 

That the enemy had a great saperforky orer the BrHiab in 
ihe fekriiy of his movem^Dta apon tbia occasion, ia evident; 
twt that h not surprising when we consider that he commenced 
his retreat by destroying so large a quantity of his guns and 
anununition.^ In fact, he afterwards destroyed the remainder, 
and a great part of his baggage, and kept nothing except what the 
troops or a few mates could earry. 

He also left beliiad him his. sick and wounded, and the road 
ftom Penafiel to Monte Alegre was strewed with the carcasses of 
horses and mules, add French soldiers who were put to death by 
tbe peasantry before the British advanced guard could save 
them** During this retreat the British picked up at)Out 500 
prisoners; but the enemy, upon the whole, lost not less than one 
iburth of their whole number. That it got away at las^ was- 
cOn^ered as matter of' regret ; but Sir Arthur very judiciously 
observed, that if an army throws away all its cannon, equipments, 
and baggie, and every thing which can strengthen it, and can 
tnd^ it to act tof^ether as a body, and abandons all those who 
are entitled to its protection, but retard its progress, it must then 
be able to mai^h by roads through which it cannot be followed 
with any prospect of being overtake^ by an army which has not 
laad^ tlie sanie sacrifices* 

In tbia brisk pursuit, too, we must not omit that, notwithstand* 
kg all the care of the general, the British troops suffered consi- 
derably from the state of the weather; the rain having been 
eonstant for oearly a week, and the roads in that difficult coun- 

■* The wmaupftder in ehief obaer<red, in bis de«pfttefa«9, that this wm ^ 
^tanl effeet of the ipecies of -war&re whieh the enemy had oariied on in 
(ortngaL The French soldiers, he added, had plundered and murdered the 
peasantry at their pleasure, and he had seen many persons hanging; on th* 
trees by the sMea of the road, executed for no reason that he oonld team, 
^aoeptiiigtliat they were not friendly to the French inTasion and nsorpattot^ 
of tiie goyemment of their country* He also said that the route of .their 
•olamn on the retreat eonld be traced hy the sAOke «f tbe liUayes to which 
tl^aetfire! 
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tij almost impracticable; jet thej perBereied wMi ipirk-iD Ar 
ptinuit to the very last, having been generaiij oo lhe«r matA 
from daylight io the momiDg antil dark. The brigade of goarAi 
were at the head of the column through the whole bomefls, an^ 
as Sir Arthur observed, set a most laudable example to tke 
whole army, and conducted themselvea remarkably well ia tfK 
affair with the enemy's rear guard at Salamonde. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley (after the complete expnbion of SMlt 
from Portugal) marched his army southward from the MiolH> to 
Abrantes, where he collected stores and provlsioos to anaUe htm 
to march into Spain to join General Cuesta, who had asseiAbled 
about 40,000 men round Monude. On forming a juncUau, k 
was proposed lo attack Victor's and Sebastiani'a corps, thaae 
being united and occupying an entrenched position oekr Truxttlo, 
about 70 miles from the Portuguese frontiers.* In Uie Boeaa 
time the war in Spain W8» carried on with various success. The 
army of General Blake had resumed offensive opei nti en a ,aad 
had formed a junction with the armies of Murcia and Valenela* 
A division of bis army bad, however, t>een sarprised near Sara- 
gossa by a French corps under General Suchet, and obHged lo 
retire with considerable loss. 

Blake then advanced to Tortosa withihe intuition of attacfc- 
iog General St. Cyr's corps ; and at Alcantara a most gattaBtac* 
Uon was fought between 2,000 Spania^, commanded by Cal^ 
nels Mayne and Grant, British officers, and a body of F rc a ch 
consisting of 10,000 men, in which the latter lost upwarda^ 
1,200, and the small body of brave Spaniards were enabled Ao Rh 
treat with only a small comparative loss* In tliia theeoeaiy also 
had 1,500 cavalry and 12 field pieces; but the Spaniards foo^ 
with such fury, and such indescribable gallantry, that tbey maio- 
tained the pass until sunset, in spite of a most dreadful and galBiig 
fire from the wbole of the enemy^s line. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley, on his return from the pursuit of Soiil^ 
was obliged to remain long inactive in the vicinity of L istm «, 

* At this period, (Sd Juljr,) General Crawford had arrived at T isbon with 
a reinforoemcDt of 3^000 men irom Irelaiidy and hadproeecded to Afarantet. 
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mi by vqr tnesosfiroM Mb own iKspositkym which was fiiD of 
actiTitf add ardouir la the caose, and forward aod adventurous in 
qneit of personal reputalioQ. He was, indeed, anxious to strike 
looie decMre blow; but befoi« this could be attempted, it was 
necessary that some plan of co6peration should be concerted be* 
tweeo him and the Spanish generals, particularly Cuesta. He 
was also extremely anxious that Cuesta should not attempt any 
movement of importance without the English army, and at length 
obtained bi^' promise that he would suspend Ins operations until 
the British army had reached the Tagus. 

lo his subsequent arrangements he found many obstacles with 
respect to the management of the Spanish generals acid juntas, 
sad in urging them to call forth all the energies and means of 
their country, particularly with Cuesta, who was a Mend to a kind 
«f harassing warfere, and not very willing to run the risk of any- 
great or decisive battle. At length, however, a plan of operations 
was concerted between the British and Spanish generals, and 
both began their march towards Madrid. 

One of the most important and splendid victories in the Penin- 
sola was now approaching ; it is necessary, therefore, to examine 
the previous military transactions with some degree of precision, 
in order to investigate aod understand its real merits. 

Bariy in July, Joseph Bonaparte joined Sebastiani with those 
troops which he brought from Madrid, and with a detachment 
from Marshal ¥ictor's corps, making the force under Sebas. 
liani about 28,000 men, and their intention was to attack the 
Spanish corps under General Y anegas ; but that officer retired 
inla the mountains of the Sierra Morena; and, though forced to 
ittieat, was still able to attack and destroy a considerable part of 
the enemyV advanced guard. * 

The French troops then returned to the Tagus; and the whole 
trmy then under Victor, and amounting to about 35,000, were 
Mteetitiated in \he neighbourhood of Talavera, and on the 
AMefcbv. 

Oeoerai Cuesta's Spanish force was now in, the vicinity at 
ikttfas, and the advanced guard . of the Bridsb army arrived 



tt Flaceodft aa tbe Mb rf J«d7» Oie^ whok of (he tiMps Mi§ 
fioallx collected about the 16^ 

Sir ArUnir WeUeiley, wiUiliiiii8iimlfaccii^eii,iK»v pMoeaded 
to CQe8ta'8he«d-<|iiarten,aiidliavlBgil0|iped witii Ite cvo dBf% 
amagedaplao of operaiioosttpOB (heFfeoob anij* wlucb ven 
to commeoce about tbe IStb, U tbey tbovkl renaki so loaf k 
their poritieoaa to alknr die whole BritUk force toeoveopb At 
this period the Spadiih amy attomHed to about 38,000 mm, 
(exckiaive of the force under VAefcasi) of which ^muI 7|0M 
were cavalry, 14,000 of thia force were detached to- the Md^e 
<^ Aizolrispo, aad the remainder were oocamped voder die FiKfte 
deMinMte* 

Accordiog to these arfangeiiieiita^ iht British wtmf bioke «p 
ftotti Placeotia oo the 17tb, and reached Oropeaa on the 20lh^ 
where a janc^oo was formed with the Spanish force. Pii f i iiii 
to thb Sir Robert Wilson had mtfdied from hia 
and arrired oo the Albercb6 oo the 23d, with the : 
Le^oo, and a small Spanirii aiid Forti^ueae farce; whilst Taa^ 
gas, having bn^e up from Madrtleyoa, waa kbie to craso the 
Tagos by a ford at Puente Dnenesi and to arrive at ArgaftA 
about the same tone. 

Tbe combined armies moved from Oropesa on the 22d» ■■! 
the advanced guards attacked die enemy's ootpoefs at Tatepei% 
when tbeir right was turned by die Ist hnssara and the 23d Hnkt 
dragoons under General Anson, directed by Ll^temaBt Otuaa rf 
Payne, and by the division of in&ntiy under Major Geoaaal 
Mackenzie, and they were driven in by the Spanisb adtaMod 
guards under the command of General Saijas^ and the Do* 
d' Albuquerque. • • 

The united armies now approaching the eoem^ rtfpid^^ ttH^ 
columns were formed for the attack of the pontson of TafartNSim 
de la Reyna on tbe 24di of July ; but die attack being postpoaM 
undl tbe morning of the 25th by deslte of GeneiHl Gueaia* ihe 
columns were again put in motion, and the different entp^Ail* 
vanced, when it was discovered diat the bird had Aew% Md 

that the enemy bad aetuaHy retlied dmnt one m di6 noidB|r^ 

3 
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ftelft OlaHa, and Oeiice towards Torrijoi, evkkoUjr with the 
tsteotioD of formiag a juaction with Sebaatiai^ 

Al thip period Sir Arthur WeUesley found hisoperatiops much 
ftqipledv and his adraoce aAer a letreatiog armj much retarded^ 
en acMuat of the gfeat defietency of meauB of traosport in Spain. 
Geimal CueaU had Indeed uifed the c;entral junta to adopt 
▼igovaus veamreaih order to relieye the general ^ants; bat 
-dieae meaaa were not taken with sufficient r^olutioo, and Sir 
Afttar was farced (o come to tlie determination of not moving 
finAn Talaf^m ontfl lie was supplied; as, in fact* he was no 
lof^ able t6 coolimie his operations without this relief. 

Creneral Cuesta, however, fbUowed the enemy's line of march 
with his army from the Albercli^ on the morning of the 24th, as 
te asSanta Olalla, and puslied forward his advanced guard as 
frr as Torrijes: and, at the same time, Sir Arthur, but without 
jhtfcaJung up tiis main body, detached two divisions of infantry, 
and a bri^e of cavalry, across the Alberch^ to Casalegos, 
iidider the command of Lieutenant General Sherbrooke, with a 
vkw to keep wp the eommunication between him and the Spanish 
army, and with Sir iUybert Witomi's force at Eacalona* It hap- 
pened onfoitutiately at this jurotion that General Yanegas had 
not carried into execution that part, of the preconcerted plan 
of opetadoBs which related to his corps, so that he was still at 
DsB^I in lia Mancha, by which means the French, by the 26tb, 
had Jbe^ enabled quietly to collect all their detachments in that 
part of Spain, between Torrijos and Toledo, in which latter place 
ftey only left a garrison of 2,000 men. 

The French united army now consisted of the corps of Mar- 
ibal Victor, of that of General Sebastiani, and of seven or eight 
tbsusand men of Joseph Bonaparte's guards, sind the garrison of 
Madrid : a most splendid and apparently overbearing concentra- 
tioa of force ; the whole commanded by Joseph hicnsetf, aided by 
llanhals Jourdan and Victor, and General SebastianL 

. Ffanhedwtth their mraibeis^ the French now adopted a plan of 
tttsckinstead of retreat ; atid on the 26th, Cnesta's arkny was 
attacked upon hb advanced posts near Torrijos, from whence be 
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was obliged to fall back, retiring upoo the left baak of the Aher' 
ch€> General Shert)rooke still contiuuing at Casalegos, aad tie 
enemy at Santa Olalla. 

Sir Arthur was now convinced that the Prcoch intended to 
try the result of a general action, for which the best posMioD «^ 
pearing to be in the vicinity of Talavera, he prevailed on Ciietia 
to take up this position on the rooming of the 27th, and imm^ 
diately ordered General Sherbrooke to retire with his corpf to U§ 
station in the line, leaving General Mackenzie with a diviiioD <»f 
infantry and a brigade of cavalry as an advanced post lo U|e 
wood on the right of Alberch6, which covered our left flank. 

The position now taken up by the troops extended rather amn 
than two miles; the ground was open upon the left, where the 
British army was stationed, and it was codnmanded by a heig^ 
on which was, en ScheUon^ and in second line, a divlsioo oC 
infantry under the orders of Major General Hill. Between thif . 
height and a range of mountains still further upon the left, there 
was a valley, not at first occupied, as it .was commanded by the 
height itself; and the range of mountains appeared too distiol to 
have any influence upon the expected action. 

The Spanbh troops* formed the right of tfie whole, and tfae|r 
extended immediately in front of the town of Talavera down to 
the Tagus. This part of the ground was covered by olive treo% 
and much intersected by ditches, fhe high road, leading fron 
the bridge over the Alberch€, was defended by a heavy battel^ 

* <' On the 91 tt we passed the town of Oropesa, which appears to ba^' 
heen a plaee of ooosiderable note, though now totally deserted; and eertiUf 
eontauiB manj tpaeioQsand handsome edifices, both public and priTate. 0« 
the tAOx we were treated with a sight of the Hpanish armj, who marched 
through, headed bj Cuetta^ and a respectable looking prieat ; they coaa% 
prised a very large force, both of cavalry and infantry, and were dressed m 
erery colour the rainbow itself can boast, forming en masse a most irregvlar 
set, not to be compared, eren m appearance, to our rawest volunteers ; tiot 
amounting, it was said, to between forty and fifty thousand men. They 
moved on to take a station in front ; it being their generars desire that th« 
Spaniards showld stand foremost in the Spaaish cause." 

/•umalo/an OJfget* 
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k finoot of a chorcb, if bleb tras occupied by Spapisb kftuitijr. 
M tbe aveuues to Uie town were defeodied Id a dmilar maimer; 
tbe town was occupied, and the remainder of the Spanifib infait- 
try was formed in two Unet behind the banks, in tbe roads 
Which led from the town and the right to the left of the British 
force. 

In the centre, between the two armies, there was a commanding 
sp€i of ground, on which the combined troops had begun to con- 
struct a redoubt with some open ground In its rear; and at this 
spot Brigadier Geoeral Alexander Campbell was posted with a 
diykion of infantry, supported by General Cotton's brigade of 
dragoons, and some Spanish cavalry in his rear. 

Such was the disposition of the British and Spanish armies, as 
directed by the gallant WeUesley with all the military talents of 
a Scipio or a Hannibal, and detailed by himself with ail tlic ele- 
gant precision of a Polybius.^ 

The operations now commenced, and about two o'clock on the 
27tb the enemy appeared in strength on the left bank of the 
Alberch^, and manifested an intention to attack General Mac- 
kenzie's division. It was not (he intention of Sir Arthur that 
tlie business should commence On this spot; but the French with 
great rapidity had made it before the troops could be withdrawn. 
However, the whole of this detachment of tbe British force, 
consisting of General Mackenzie'^ and Colonel Doukin's bri- 
gades, aod General Anson's brigade of cavalry, and supported by 
General Payne with the other four regiments of cavalry, in the 
ptaiD lietween Talavera and the wood, were all withdrawn in good 

* ** We, afterwtrdfl, passed the riTer Alberea orer a Tery floe bridge of 
•%bt arches. It was fordable, and mterseeted by ao infinity of soiall sands. 
In the afternoon the scenery assomed a new character ; we saw a great quan- 
tity oC cork trees, and, in the distance, mountains eoTered with soov. At 
lengdB we arrived at Talavera de la Beyna, a town surrounded by a tcij 
rieli eoontry and beautiful avenues of trees. The smiling Interior of the 
co ao try shows that it anciently eiyoyed a degree of affluence^ which it sti^ 
tetmnu Prom Talavera we turned to the left, and rode almost the whole 
^y along paths that meandered among orchards and delightful flowery 

■acadowsb" 

j9unuU nf an •ficet'- 
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«vder, Imt with MM loM, paitkalufy br die 2^ 
87tb, and the 2d bMalioB of the 31ft, la the wood. 

The eooduct of General Meckeoele upoo <hk oceanoe, aad 
ikt mUltaiy and officer like stjk ia which he wididiew hb lad- 
Traced guard, was.anieh praised by the commaBder la elue^ 
whilM the steadmefla and discipline of the 45th regimei^ and of 
the 5th battalion of the 60th, were moat conspicaoiis. 

As the day advanced, the enemy appeared in gieaternBrnb^ni 
on the right bank of the Alberch€; and the general saw dearfljr 
^al be was now adraodng to a general attadL, whiisi General 
Mackenzie continued to fall beck gradually upon the left of the 
British position, where he took his station in the second line hi 
tear of the guards. Colonel Dookin being placed in the same situa- 
tion, further upon the left, in the rear of the Geiman L^loo. ft 
was now the dudL of the evening, and the enemy immediately 
commenced his attack, by a cannonade upon the British poatSoo^ 
and by an attempt with bis cayalry to overthrow the Spanish io- 
fiiotry on therlglA: but this general attempt, on both ends of tliB 
line, failed entirely. He, howevfir* early in die night, pushed • 
division along the valley on the left of the hdght occupied bgr 
General Hill, of which be obtained a momentary piositioQ^ b«t 
General Hill attacked it instantly with the bayonet, and c«vle# 
it Thb attack was repeated during the night, but failed; and 
again at daylight in the moroingof the 28th, by twodiviuoua^f 
infantry, but was a third time repulsed by thegailant ffilL li 
all tfaeae aflbirs the conduct both of officers and anen was BMit. 
Beritorious, and many lives were lost, and General HiH hii 
lightly wounded 

The enemy now deteimined to carry every thing by a| 
coup de main, and accordingly made an attack along the 
line of the British, with the whole of his force. Previous to ^Mf^ 
however, in consequence of the repeated attempts upon the he^Ml 
on the left, by the valley. Sir Arthur WeUestqr had placed tv^ 
brigades of British cavalry in that valley, supported in the iww 
by the Due d'Albuquerque's division of Spanish cavafay. Ttta 
eaeiBy then flaoed l%ht Lifantry hi the raufe of mountains oa thft 



185 

left of the valley, which were opposed by a division of Spamsh 
infantry under Lieutenant General de Bassecourt 

The general attack now commenced by the march of several 
columns, of infantry into the valley with a view to attack the 
height occupied by General Hill; but these columns were im» 
mediately charged by the 1st German l%ht dragoons and 23d 
dragoons under the command of General Anson, directed by 
Lieutenant General Payne, and supported by General Fane^s 
brigade of heftvy cavalry ; and although the 23d dragoons suffer- 
ed considerable loss, the charge had the effect of preventing the 
execution of that part of the enemy's plan. 

Whilst tfiis general attack was made upon the left, with what 
be hoped would be a preponderant force, another took place up^ 
o& Brigadier General Alexander Campbell's position in the cen- 
tre of the combined armies, and on the right of the British ; but 
this attack was in like manner most successfully repulsed by Ge- 
neral Campbell, supported by the king's regiment of Spanish 
cavalry, and two battalions of Spanish infantry ; and that with 
such effect that the enemy left their artillery behind them. The 
whole of this part of the business was conducted in high style, 
aad much to the satisfaction of Sir Arthur himself who appears 
to have been in the midst of this as well as of the other attacks. 

Whilst these operations were thus going on, the enemy made 
another attack upon Lieutenant General Sherbrooke's division, 
which was oo the left and centre of the first line of the British 
army* This was perhaps as gallant a part of the business as took 
phoeon that day; for the attack was most spiritedly repulsed 
by a charge of bayonets by the whole division, in which, how- 
ever, oor troops suffered much from the impetuosity of their gal- 
Iffiitry ; for the brigade of guards, which were on the right, hav- 
ing advanced too far, they were exposed on their left flank to the 
fire of the enemy's battery, and of their retiring columns ; and 
the divisioD was obliged to retire towards the original position, 
under cover of the second line of General Cotton's brigade of 
ctvahy, which had been moved from the centre, and of the J st 

battalion of the 48tb, which had been most judiciously moved by 

24 
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tiie coRimaDcier in chief from its original posidon on the heigiiis, 
38 soon as he observed the advance of the guards ; and it was 
ibrnied in the plain and advanced upon the enemj, and tbits 
covered the forming of General Sherbrooke^s division. 

In this attack, the whole of the enemy's troops were evident^ 
employed, but repulsed in all directions : and they immediately 
commenced their retreat across the Alberch6, during the uighU 
This they conducted in tlie most regular order, nor would it 
have been pnident for the combined armies to pursue ; they led, 
however, in ottr^Ktssession, twenty pieces of cannon, a quanti^ 
of ammunition, and some prisoners. 

After so long an action, with more than double numbers, it is 
not surprising that tlie loss of the British b(»th in men and officers 
should have been very great. That of the enemy was, however, 
much greater ; as Sir Arthur Wellesley had the most positive 
information that entire brigades of infantry were destroyed, and 
that the battalions which retired were much reduced in numbers; 
their total loss amounting at least to ten thousand men, that of the 
BrKish being as in tlie note below.* 

The French (still numerically superior to the combined anny^ 
continued to keep a rear guard of about ten thousand men on tbe 
left of the Alberr.b<f ; whilst the extreme fatigue of the troop^^, 
the want of provisions, and the number of wounded to be takeo 
care of, obliged the British to remain in their position so gailanl^ 
defended.. 

A reinforcement, consisting of Brigadier General CrawfoiSh 
brigade, .arrive<l in the British camp on the 29th in tbe mote* 
ing ; and so great had been t^eir anxiety to join in the expedciS 

* On the side of the French, Generals Lapiase and Morlot vere killed t ^M 
Genemis Sebastiani and Uoulet wounded. On the British ode Major Ql^ 
neral Maekenzie and Brigadier General Langwerth were Idlled ; whilat Mb* 
jor General Hill and Brigadier General A. Campbell were slightly womla4» 

The total British loss on botli days amounted to 34 officers kiHed, mi 1^ 
wounded ; whilst the sergeants, he. and rank and file were, killed 7ST i 
wounded 3,718; and 9 officers, with 644 others missing; making a gruid t 
of5, 7. 
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conflict, that they had actually marched twelve l^panbh leagues 
la little more than tweaty-four hours; and on the 31st of Jujy, 
about eleven o^clock at night, the enemy withdrew their rear 
guard, which had heen posted on the heights on the left of the 
Alberch^, the whole army marching towards Sauta Olalla, as if 
with a view of taking up a position in the vicinity of Guada- 
rama. 

Immediately after the hattle of Talavera, Sir Arthur Welles- 
ley was declared generalissimo of the Spanish armies, a cir- 
cumstance which it was hoped would produce more unity of de- 
sign in tlie Spanish proceedings, both civil and military. 

The extraordinary fatigues and exertions he had undergone 
had, however, brought on an ague and fever, so that it was ne- 
cessary that he should remove for some time to Lisl»ou for the 
benefit of the air. 

On the 28lh of July, the very day of ilie memorable battle, 
his brother, the Marquis of Wellesley, landed at Cadiz from oa 
board a British frigate, and was received with the most enthu- 
siastic joy by all ranks. A vast multitude flocked dowti to the 
landing-place to receive him, and his carnage was drawn by the 
populace, a thing almost unprecedented in Spain. 

Every public honour that could be shown to him, as ambassa- 
dor extraordinary from Great Britain, and as brother to the 
ilhistrions general, Aras exhibited. On the 7th of August a 
grand entertainment was prepared, at which the marquis with his 
suite, the heads of the government, the army, navy, and other 
departments, both native and British, were all assembled, together 
with the Sicilian ambassador, the Pope's Nuncio, several of the 
ftrst Spanish grandees ; and, in fact, all persons of respectability 
connected with the two nations. 

Patriotic toasts were given to enliven the scene, and the most 
hriUiant theatric decorations were afterwards presented. 

Ou the 10th the marquis set out for Seville, where he was 
received with every mark of respect by the Supreme Junta, to 
whom he earnestly recommended that measures should be taken 
to pursue a more vigorous system for the elTectuM cooperation 
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of the Spanish armies agaioBt their inraders ; whilst at (he same 
time he, with great prudence and propriety, declioed giving aojr 
advice as to their civil forms of government, or even respecting 
the proposal for a regency ; a line of conduct fally adequate to 
convince the people of Spain that Great Britain only interfered 
for her welfare, in common with the great question of pubKc 
liberty in Europe, without the slightest wish to interfere in ber 
questions of domestic policy or internal regulation, and also 
proving Uiat the introduction of an English army into Spaio was 
solely for her defence against foreign invasion. 

Notwithstanding the successful defence of Talavera, amount- 
ing, in fact, itself to a signal victory, though not so in its con- 
sequences, Sir Arthur Wellesley found himself shortly after- 
wards obliged to fall back and take a defensive position on the 
Tagus at Deley tosa and its vicinity. As much of the success of 
tlie British army, or at least of its power to take advantage of 
its own victories, depended on the active co9>peration of iht 
Spaniards, not only indeed in a military, but in a civil point of 
view, it is necessary to go a little into the detail of that state of 
affairs which rendered such a retreat necessary, after so much 
blood had been shed, and so much glory gained. 
. It appears, then, that when Sir Arthur Wellesley first entered 
Spain he had a communication with General Cuesta, respectli^ 
the occupation of two points on the Tagus, the Puerto de Banos 
and the Puerto de Penales; on which it was arranged that the for- 
mer should be occupied by a Spanish force under the Marqnb de 
la Reyna, whilst the latter should be held by theDuque del Parqa^ 
with a detachment from the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo. With re- 
spect to the fulfilment of the latter part of the arrangement the Bii- 
tbh general had some doubts, fearing that garrison not capaMe of 
sparing a sufficient force ; and he therefore wrote to MaraM 
Beresfard, some days before the battle of Talavera, to keq> ao 
eye upon it; but with respect to Puerto de Banos, a post of gmt 
Importance, he had no doubt of its security, Cuesta havfag 
agreed to preserve it by large detachments from his army. Two 
days, however, after the battle, intelligence was received %i 



189 • 

Talavera that 12,000 ratioDS had been ordered at Fuente Due- 
no8 for the 28tb, and 24,000 at Los Santos for the same day, for 
a French corps, which, it was believed, was on its march to 
Puerto de Banos. 

On this occasion Coesta expressed considerable aoxietj for 
the safety of this post, aod proposed to Sir Arthur that Sir 
Robert Wilson should be sent there with his corps ; but though 
Sir Robert was that day at Talavera, yet his corps was in the 
mountains towards Escalona; aud as he had already made him- 
self very useful io that quarter, and had even been pear Madrid, 
witb which city he had kept up some communication. Sir Arthur 
was anxious to c-ontiaue those services, and therefore proposed that 
Ciiesta should immediately detach a Spaoish force to the post 
that was threatened. But though Cuesta admitted the necessity 
of a reinforcement being sent, and confessed himself fully sensi- 
ble of the propriety of continuing Sir Robert Wilson's exertions 
in their former quarter, still he could not be prevailed on to 
detach a part of his own army. 

Havinij; at that periml no further intelligence of the enemy^s 
advance, Sir Arthur was in hopes that they might be deterred 
from their project by the intelligence of the defeat of their main 
body ; or at least that tlie garrison at the post would be capable 
of their own defence. On the 30th, however, he again renewed 
lus application to Cuesta, but witliout effect ; nor was it until the 
2d of August that he could be prevailed upon to detach General 
Bassecourt, and that after intelligence had arrived of the enemy 
having entered Bejar, and when it was obvious that no defence 
would be made by the troops in the Puerto. 

On the 2d of August intelligence was received of the enemy 
having entered Placentia in two columns; and that the Marquis 
d« la Reyaa, whose two battalions did not amount to more than 
600 men, with only about twenty rounds of ammunition each, had 
retired from the Puerto and Placentia, without firing a shot, and 
had gone to the bridge of Almaras, which he declared he intended 
to remove ; when the battalions at Bejar dispersed without ma- 
kiog any resistance. 



/ 
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As fioou as tliis iateliigeace was known, Cuesta tbeo thought 
proper to applj to Sir Arthur Wcllcslej, proposing; tiiat half of 
the artDj should march to the rear to oppose the euemy, whilst 
the other half should maintain the post at Talavera : to whicb 
the British general answered, that if by ^ half the armj," he 
meant lialf of each armt/t he could only reply that he was ready 
to go, or to stay, witii the whole Brilbh army, but that he could ' 
not consent to separate it. Cuesta then wislied that Sir Arthur 
should choose between the two, when he preferred to go^tHnokiog 
that the British troops were most likely to do the business efD&c> 
tuallf and without contest, and from being of opinion that to open 
the communication through Fiacentia, although very important 
to the Spaniards, was still of more importance to the Brilisli 
army : with which decision General Cuesta appeared perfectly 
satisfied. 

But the morements of the main body of the French army, 
ever since the 1st of August, had induced Sir Arthur to be of 
opinion, that on despairing of forciug the posts at Talavera, tbey 
intended to effect » passage by Lscalona, and thus to open a com- 
munication witli the French corps coming from Placeutia. This 
suspicion was coolirmed on the night of the 2d, by commimica- 
tions from Sir Robert Wilson;* when Sir Arthur Wellesley pre- 

* The gallant and judicious Sir Robert Wilson, who has distinguished him- 
self so much, both in the Kterary and mititary wortds, is the son of an eni^ 
cent historical painter, Mr. Benjamin Wilson, ivho, about the middle of Ht^ 
last century, resided in Great Queen*Btreet, London, and disputed the pala 
with Hudson and Ramsey, the two most popular artists of that day. Sir 
Robert was the youngest son, and was educated at Winchester and Wf«t- 
minster schools, at the latter of which places an anecdote is preserved of 1m» 
early military bias ; for, having heard that his majesty would have a grand retiev 
at CsesarN camp on Bagshot heath, the youthful aspirant after fame aetoall^ 
hired a pony, and with the immense sum of a few shillings broke from U* 
ibrm to enjoy the splendour of the sceQ6. Fate and hb father designed hiM 
for the ciTiI warfare of the courts of law ; but iudination got the better of 
pnidenee, and the incorisiderate kindness of a married sister enabled bim 
to join the army in Flanders, (where his brother-in-law, Colonel Boswell, vts 
killed,) he being then only sixteen years of age, and of course mtabte 1$ 
draw upon his ^wn fortune, his father being dead. Here he began hh 
2 
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pared for every chance, immediately waited upon General 
O'Donc^hue, and pointed out to liim the possibility that, io case 
the enemy came through Escalona, General Cuesta would be 
obliged to evacuate Talavera before Sir Arthur should be able 
to return to him ; he therefore urged him in the strongest manner 
to collect all the carts he possibly could, in order to remove the 
British sick and wounded ; and he further put the purport of 
the communication in writing, in order to be laid before General 
Cuesta. 

Havia^ arranged every thing, with every attention in Jiis 
power, to the security of the British hospitals, Sir Arthur com- 
menced his march on the 3d to Oropcsa ; and, hearing that Ge- 
neral Bassecourt's Spanish corps was at CanUnello, he sent 
orders for it to halt there the next day, in order that he might be 
nearer to it; but, about five in the evening of that day, he re- 
ceived intelligence, that the French had arrived from Placentia 
at Naval Moral, by which movement they got between him and 
the bridge of Almaras ; and about an hour afterwards he received 
a letter from General O'Donoghue, informing him of the inten- 
tion of General, Cuesta to evacuate Talavera that evening, and 
to leave there the British hasfiital^ excepting such men as could 
be moved by the means he already possessed; and this on the 
ground of his apprehensions that Sir Arthur was not strong 
enough for the corps coming from Placentia, and that the enemy 
Was moving upon his flank, and had returned to Santa Olalla, in 
bb front. 

etreer as coroet in the 1 5th dragoons, and has since heen engaged in all the 
usHfe teenes at the varioos wan arising out of the French revohition, hating 
alio been engaged in several important mifitary missions. His persona] skill 
and gallsmtry are snfilciently proved by the fact, that, in the brilliant affair of 
ViHers en Couche, he was one of the officers present when one hundred and 
Ktenty British dragoons, under the command of Major Aylet, actually cut 
their way throagjh ten dioosand Frenchmen, and killed from eight to twclre 
bnndred, betides taking three pieces of cannon. 

He roanied a daughter of Colonel BeUhrd, niece of the tete Sir Adam 
Williamson; and, in 1809 and 1810, organized the Lnsitanian Legion which 
^ oden disttegttished itself. 
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Irritated at such vcaikoess of couduct, and fully, cootlnced 
that such reasons were quite iosufficient for giviog up such an 
important post as Talavera, and thus exposing the conilniied 
armies to an attack in front and rear at the same time. Sir Arthur 
Frote immediately to Cuesta; but he had begun his march before 
he received it, and he arrived at Oropesa on the moroiog of the 
4th, as if convinced that safety was only practicable under the 
y,m^ of the British arhiy. 

Thus situated, Sir Arthur had only his choice of evils. On 
one view of the question, the enemy, stated to be 30,000 
strong, but at all events consisting of the corps of Soult and Ney, 
either united, or not very distant from each other, and supposed 
by Marshal Jourdan and Joseph Bonaparte to be sui&cieotlj 
strong to attack the British army, though stated at 25,000, much 
more than its number, were on one side, iu possessioo of the 
high road to the passage of the Tagus at Almaras, the bridge at 
which place had, indeed, been removed, but the boats still re- 
maining on the river. On the other view of the question the 
British general had reason to expect the advance of Victor's 
corps to Talavera as soon as. General Cuesta's retreat should be 
known; and even after leaving 12,000 men to watch General 
Vanegas, and allowing from 10 to 11,000 to have been lulled 
in the late battle, still woidd there have remained 25,000 
men. 

From tills diiBcult situation, then, he could only extricate tbe 
combined armies by great celerity of movement, (to which the 
troops were unequal, as they had not had their allowance of pro- 
visions for several days,) and by their success in two battles; hat 
if unsuccessful in either, all retreat would then have been cut off, 
whilst if Soult and Ney had avoided an action, and retired be- 
fore him, wailing the arrival of Victor, then they would have 
been exposed to a general action with 50,000 men, and equally 
without a retreat. 

He had also reason to expect that as the Marquis de la Reyna 
could not remove the boats from the river Almaras, they would 
be destroyed by Soult: his only mode of retreat, therefore, wa9 
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bf Ae bridge of Arzobispo ; and if he had moved on, the enemj, 
bj breakh^ that bridge while the armjr should be engaged 
vltb Soult and Ney, would thus have deprived him' even of 
Uiat resontce. 

At Oropesa he could not take a position, because by that he 
would leave open the road to the bridge of Arzobispo, from J a- 
lavera by Calera; and, therefore, after considering the whole 
subject maturely, he was of opinion that it was advisable to re- 
thre to the Arzobispo bridge, and there to take up a defensive 
position on the Tagus, considering that the sooner the defensive 
line should be taken up, the more likely the troops would be able 
to defend it; particularly as the French army when combined 
v6nkf, at least, amount to 62,000. 

On this principle he marched on the 4th of August, and crossed 
the Tagus by the bridge of Arzobispo, continuing his route 
to Oeleytosa, in which he considered himself well situated to 
defend the passage of the Almaras and the lower parts of th^ 
Tagus. 

About two thousand of the wounded were brought away by 
the Spaniards from Talavera, but fifteen hundred still remained 
there ; and Sir Arthur, though justly offended at the conduct of 
the Spaniards, had nevertheless the liberal candour to acknow- 
ledge that he doubted vrhether, under any circumstances, it would 
have been possible, or consistent with humanity, to have removed 
them. 

He bad therefore only this consolation, that from the treatment 
which some of the soldiers wounded on the the 27th of the pre- 
cedlt^ month, and who had fallen into the hands of the enemy, 
experienced from them, and from the manner in which he him- 
self had always treated the wounded who had fallen into his 
hands, he had reason to expect that these poor fellows would be 
▼dl treated; and also, as he himself very justly and feelingly 
eii^essed it, that circumstances over which he had, and could 
have DO control, had alone placed the army in such a situation 
«s to be obliged to leave them behind. 
A fe^ days after this. Sir Arthur Wellcsley traBimitted a 
25 
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letter to the French commaoder in chiefs in which he 
his care and atteotioo to the trounded officers and toldkn wb» 
had fallen into his hands, in return for the care and atteetiot 
which he had invariably paid to those of the French whom be 
bad got possession of at different times ; he abo requested ditt 
money might be penLitted to foe sent to the officers, andHut 
medical men might be received to take care of tke Brilkh 
soldiers, &c. 

To this request Marshal Mortier sent a very civH answer, 
promising that every care should be taken, and every atteotioD 
paid, to the wounded, but declining any answer to the other poiotB, 
until he should transmit them to the conunaoder in chiet A daj 
or two afterwards a British commissary, who had htea taken fth 
soner and allowed to come away, reported that the British officen 
and soldiers were doing remarkably well, and that they were not 
only well fed, and well taken care of, but in fact preferMyttf the 
French troops! 

Situated as Sir Arthur Welksley now was, distress through 
want of provisions, and its consequent effects, obliged him U> 
move towards the frontiers of Portugal in order to refreili bii 
troops, where he had every reason to expect that he might besufh 
plied with every thing he wanted. 

The succeeding events of this year require bat little further 
illustration ; it is sufficient, therefore, to observe, that part of the 
French army« under Sebastiani fell in, on the 11th of August* 
with General Yanegas, and his Spanish army, at Alnooacid, and 
Inflicted upon him a total defeat; yet on the eastern coast of 
Spain the French were not so successful, and were particularly 
checked by the destructiiHi of a convoy, destined for BarodoBS, 
by the squadron under Lord Collingwood on the 25th of Oc- 
tober. 

When the intdKgence of the battle of Talavera reached this 
country, the admiration of the empire was escited by the p^hoi^ 
conduct of the commander in chieC and his brave troops. The 
usual thanks were given by the legislature, and private aubscripJ 
iioQs took place as j'sual for the wounded, and for the beucfii 
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cf Ae iridowsand orphans of tboee vbo so glorioiid]r fell on thai 

-A mark of royal approbatioo was also more peculiarly exteoded 
to Sir Arthur Welleslej, who» od the 2dth of August io this 
year, (1809,) was^ elevated to the dignity of the peerage of the 
united empire, by the title of Viscount WeUiogton of Talavera 
and of WeUhtglon, and Baron Douro of Wellesley, in the coun* 
ty of Somerset* 

Lord WeUiogton, soon after the retreat of his army, suiflfered 
•STerely from the fatigues of the campaign; but his health being 
re-estaUished in October, he was about that time appointed by 
the regency captain general of. aU the forces serving in Porto* 
gal; and his army was now in excellent order, having all provi- 
sioQs and stores supplied from Lisbon and Abrantes* 

On die Spanish nde the French made themselves masters of 
Hostalricfa on the 8tb of November; and on the 19Ui of the 
same month General Arrisaga was attacked and beaten by Mar- 
shal Soult on the plains of Ocana. 

On the 28th following, the Spaniards under the Due dd 
Paique were also defeated near Alba de Tormes, by General 
Ketterman; and on the 10th of December Gerooa surrendered 
to the Fjrench, after having gloriously supported all the hard- 
aUps and dangers of a siege for nearly six months. Such was 
^Kstate of affairs at the close of 1809. 

* It it wortli J of remark, tiiat tbe motto of tbe ^amily of Wellede^ is 
*• tJnieft firtiis necesiaria^— or Virtue altte i$ neeetfaty / but Lord Wd- 
K^C^im, hariog ailopted a nev motto on his creation, ** Porro unnm ne- 
«ititnrinm"-»Qyie tfdng' more u nece9$anft his lorddkip has shown himself 
Mpable of performmfT not only that one tfdn^ taore, bat also of foUowiog it 
^ with a BOeeesBiTe train of noble deeds* 
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ParUamcnUty thanks to Lord WelUogtoD in 18 10— Debates on that 8QbiiM(-« 
Luminous defence and vindication by the Marquis o. WelleslBjr — Afiairs i« 
Spain^InTasion of Andahisia— Occupancy of Scrille by the French«--Se- 
bastiani defeats A risaga^Siege of Cadix-^ Jealousies of the Spanish Jttrtft*^ 
NegoUations of our ambassador vith the Spanish gpvemmeiii--Caaar «^ 
the Cortes— Operations in Catalonia— Defeat of General O'Donnel at Viehtt 
by Augereau— Operations in the north— Fall of A rtorga— Atrocious pro- 
clamation of Massena— Siege of Oudad Rodrigo— DistributSon of Ae French 
force— Policy of Lord Wellington— Cantonmentsof the Britith army— Op». 
rations of the armies— A^air at La Conception under Brigndier G«Mnl 
Crawford— Siege and surrender of Almeida to the French— The BriCi4|. 
army retire, and clear the country — Anecdotes of these events — Topogm- 
phical delineations-'Lord Wellington takes post at Busaoo— Battle or 
B u s A c o— A necdotes and oceurrenees— Political and mifitary eonseq[Qene6iF 
of the action — British army retire upon their lines at Torres Ved(Us.'*4tf>^ 
ferings of the Portuguese— Gallant seizure of Coimbra by Colooel TiM^* 
French army takes post in front of the British lines — Retreat of Massena-*- 
Pursuit of the French army — Judicious arrangements of Lord Wellingtna 
— Oceurrenees of the French retreat towards Santarem— British positions' 
at Cartaxo, and afterwards at Torres Vedras. 

THE distinguished services of Lord Wellington at Talavera 
had certainly, by a great proporUon of the people at home, beeo 
considered as so highly transcendent as fnlly to justifj^be marks 
of royal favour bestowed upon him, and to call for the thanks of t|i^ 
legislatui]p. There were, however, some few individuak w^p 
still professed to have their doubts ; and accordingly when pa^ 
liament met, and the motion for a vote of thanks was expected. 
Lord Grey, in the house of lords, on the day preceding, express- 
ed bis oph)ioo that it was of considerable importance tliat some 
information should be laid before the house, by which they migfal 
be enabled to form some opinion with respect to the propriety of 
the motion. It was necessary, he contended, that they should 
know whether the advance of Lord Wellington into Spain was 
the exercise of his own judgment, or the result of the instructions 
of ministers. It was also of importance that they should have 
before them the nature of the information communicated by Lord 
3 



WclliogUHi IrespeetiDg the action of Talaveni; there being, as he 
said, strong reason to beKeve that ministers, at the time they held 
out that battle as a victory, knew, from what was stated by Lord 
Wellington in his despatches, that our army must retreat ; and 
that the J^ttle, said to be a victory, most be followed by all the 
consequences of a defeat He therefore moved for the instnic- 
(loos to his lordship ; for tlie despatches received from him, on 
his marching to Placeptia; for the despatches which he sent from 
Talavera afler the battle; aad also for certain correspondence 
between Lord Wellington and the Spanish government respect- 
ing the supplies for the army. But all these motions were nega- 
tived as totally unneceroary, and also on the ground that there 
was no precedent for calling for papers in order to inquire into the 
general conduct of a campaign, where the only object in contem- 
pfaitioD was a specific vote of thanks for a particular service^ 

On the succeeding day Lord Liverpool rose in the house for 
the purpose of moving thanks to Lord Wellington, and the officers 
and men under his command, for the skill and ability, the valour 
and bravery, by which they obtained the glorious victory at 
Talavenu 

The prudence and propriety of his lordship's conduct on this 
occasion was not only honourable to himself, but to Lord Wel- 
lington; for he had framed his motion so, as he himself said, with 
a view to conciliation, as to separate the conduct of t|^ army 
and of the officer comman<ting from every other subject con- 
nected with the general management of the campaign. 

Whatever opinion might be entertained with respect to the 
measures which led to the battle itself, or to the consequences 
which ensued, still he contended there could be tilit one sentiment 
as to the skill of the general, and the valour of his army. In 
tracing the progress of the glorious event, he observed that it had 
been determined on the part of the French to make a concen- 
trated attack on the combined armies ; tliat although the Spanish 
srmy was present, and partially etigaged in the battle, yet the 
brant of the attack was principally, if not witolly, borne by the 
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EoglMi, mot mBonodag to more Uun 20fiOO sea, wbSki, fte 
Freocb arnj fett litUe diort of 50,000. 

Yet the enemj, after repe^edlj reoeviiig their ittBcb, vcre 
Tepubed with the low of oearij 10,000 meo, twcoty pieocs of 
artillery, and four suodarv^ « 

It was of the last importance, be contended, tbatflucb victoiks 
as that of Talavera sboiiid be rewarded bf every tribule «C 
hoooar and praise that house coold bestow ; for as it bad been 
the good Ibrtone of Great Brit^o to unite a mSHtarf spirit with 
commercial pursuits, so cTeiy encouragement w» due still faa^ 
ther to promote that spirit 

Even now, he justly asserted, no achievement was ever mofe 
entitled to praise than the victory at Talavera ; and as be ad- 
mitted that if their lordships were called upon to decide on all 
the circumstances of the campaign, it might naturally alier the 
question, he wished, therefore, to direct the attention of the bouse 
solely to the conduct of the officer, and the army under his con* 
mand, on the 27(h and 28th of July, 1800. 

To this the Earl of Suffolk answered, that, as a professiooal 
man, it was painful to his feelings to stato any objecUons to a mo* 
tion of thaolu to Lord Wellington ; but he could not denominate 
that a victory where a retreat immediately followed, and the 
wounded and the prisoners fell immediately Into the handd of die 
enemy «» Even the capture of artillery, be contended, was nol'ln 
all circumstances to be considered as a signal of victory, as, be addt 
it might have been convenient ibr the enemy toieave thetn i^md 
the field ! With regard to the reinforcement of 30,000 men, which 
was advancing to support the f'rench, he inquired, wby* did not 
Lord Wellington know of their situation, and the probability -of 
their approach ? It was the duty of every general to hove mdt 
information. 

Considering also the amount of the British force in the Pedhi* 
auh; aiid that only so smnll a portion of it was brougV into ac- 
tion at Talavera, he thought that upon this head there was iAao 
much ground for reprehension, and this conduct appeared to hfan 
to be in perfect conformity to that of the same general in btiii|f- 
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% np onlj half hts forces to act against the enemj at the battle 
of Yimienu 

The Earl of Grosrenor was appreheDsive that if the housfc 
were to be called apoa to vote thaoks for every iDstaoce of the 
display of valour, the proceeding would draw after it very in- 
jurious results, if a single detachment, cay, if an individual, had 
exhibited proofs of bravery, their lordships, he said, might be 
called Mpon to vote away their thanks ; and, as to the battle of 
Talavera itself, it was one which, in all its circumstances, did not 
appear to him to be entitled to such a reward. 

After some other observations. Lord Grey rose to show how 
little justice there was in such a vote of thanks. He asserted 
, that the battle of Talavera had neither succeeded in attaining the 
general obji'ct of the campaign, nor the immediate object, that of 
diepersiug the enemy's army. As to the general object of the 
campaign, he considered it to be that of driviag the enemy's 
troops before him, and obtaining possession of Madrid, the capital: 
iiow the French troops in Spain, at that time* occupied a defen- 
sive line of positions from Toledo to Salamanca. On the ad- 
vance of Lord Wellington into Spain, they left their positions and 
concentrated their forces to oppose him. Lord Wellington then 
iparched in the direction of Madrid as far as Talavera; where 
he was obliged to stop for want of provisions and the means of 
transport. The battle was fought, and the enemy for the moment 
repulsed. But the general object of the advance into Spain was 
lost The enemy retained possession of the capital, and the Bri- 
tish troops were obliged to retreat. It had been said that Lord 
Wellington had displayed great skill in the dispositions he had 
Jnade for battle. Lord Grey would not agree in that opinion. 
The position on the left had not been sufficiently secured or takes 
advantage of, and there was much abo to blame in the conduct of 
Lord Wellington, with respect to the Spanish troops ; certainly 
the despatch of the Spanish general gave a very different account 
of the conduct of those troops, from that given in the despatch of 
Lord Wellington. But if Lord Wellington believed the Spanish 
4^ps to be of such a description that they could not be trusted 
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to m«el the enemy in a situation of such imiiiinent petit at Tate* 
vera; if Lord Welliogtoo held such ao opinion of Uie Spanish 
troops, why did he give the Spanish general the option of defend- 
ing the passes against the advance of the French army under the 
Duke of Daimatuiy which threatened the flank and rear of the 
British, or taking care of our sick and wounded at Taiavera? 
Why also had not Lord Wellington better information respect- 
ing the defence of these passes ? Why trust to the intelligence b^ 
received from the Spaniards, neglecting even the ordinary pre- 
caution of sending an ofllcer of bb own to ascertain whether ttie 
passes were properly defended ? 

To this he added, that his majesty's ministers, at the time 
they trumpeted fortfi the battle as a splendid and decisive vic- 
tory, Were in the possession of Lord Wellington's despatches, ia 
which he stated the unfortunate dluation of his army, the ne- 
cessity of retreating, and the difficulties he had to encounter in 
elTectiug such a retreat. 

We have thus in one view given all the objections which couM 
be raised, either against his lordship, or against the ministry, 
by those who upon all occasions had dbapprovedof our engaging 
In the Spanish cause, and who had never spoken of our ainuet 
In Spain, without prophesying disgrace and disaster. It is Ixit 
common justice, therefore, without adopting the politics of any 
party, to record the manly and lucid vindication of the gallant 
Wellington from one who, both in his relative and official caps- 
city, seemed particulariy called on for his support 

The Marquis of Wellesley, therefore, after apologizing for hb 
private feelings on the present occasion, when he was called upoQ 
to perform a public duty, by vindicating the character and con* 
duct of so near and dear a relative as a brother, liegan by pro- 
ceeding to observe that Lord Grey did not seem very cleari^ 
to uudentand the object of Lord Wellington's operations. 

On the arrival of his brother in Portugal, he found Aat the 
enemy was not only in possession of its northern provinces, but 
that a plan had been concerted, by which Victor and Soult were 
to advance from difieient pdnts Into the south. The first object 
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tb^ore, was the deliveraoce of Portugal. The operation, \bmx, 
t>y which be expelled Soult was as able, as rapid, aod coaclusive, 
» aoj recorded io the page of history. It was therefore aofiBiir, 
u some noble lords had done, to describe such ao operation 
merely as an affair with the rear guard of Soult's corps. After 
this, Lord Wellington immediately proceeded to the south to 
oppose Victor, who had actually advanced in that direction, but 
who, on the approach of Lord Wellington, had thought it prudent 
to retreat What was the situation of Spain, when Lord Wel- 
lington advanced into the country? The supreme central go- 
vernment had been long established, and their authority was 
generally recognised. Tlie part of the country through which 
his march lay abounded in resources of every description, nor 
was it fair to entertain a doubt of the power aod dispoeitioo of 
the Spanish govemriient to render them available. The joint 
request of the supreme junta and General Caesta to L(«d WeU 
ilngton, was, that he would cooperate with the Spanish army in 
driving Victor from the Tagus. It was impossible, therefore, 
ibr Lord Wellington to refuse his assistance for the. attainment 
of this desirable object, as a refusal on his part would have 
argued a supposition that the Spanish government was incompe- 
tent to perform its duty ; and that the country, though full of pro- 
visioDB, was unwilling to supply \hem. 

Besides this, it was impossible to answer for the safety of Por- 
tugal, without striking such a blow against Victor as might pre- 
vent him from joining, or cooperating, with SouH, or any 
Freodi ovps that might invade that kingdom from the nortb- 
ward. 

He' then stated, in opposition to Lord Orey*s surmises^ that 
the plan agreed upon between the British and Spanish generals 
was, that the British army, supported by that under Cueata, 
Bhoutd move against Victor^ corps, and that in the mean time 
Van^^as, by a circuitous route, should threaten Madrid, in order, 
if po6sft>le, by this demoostratioo, to draw off the attention of the 
French j^orps under Joseph and Sebastian!, and thus prevent 
them fromiiiakingaoy movement in conjunction with Victor. 

26 
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The dae execution of this plan^ io all its parts, he conteoftd* 
was sufficieDt to justify Lord WelKogton io his expectatioot of 
success; aiid accordiogly he advanced against Victor, then at 
Talarera, on the 22d of Julj, and soon came in ogjit of the 
French annjr, whom he proposed to attack on the following 
morning. 

At this verjr moment Y ictor^s corps was totally unsupport- 
ed by every other, and consisted of no more than 28,009 
men. If, therefore, the attack upon Victor had been made oo 
the 23d, as Lord Wellington proposed, the result must have been 
not only most glorious but most complete. It happened unfortu- 
nately, however, that General Cuesta refused to attack t^e ene- 
my on that day; but for what reason had never been esplaioed; 
and the consequence was, that Victor retreated, and made his 
escape on the very night of the 23d, and efi^ted a juncdon with 
Joseph and Sebastiani. 

And even at the very same time, General Vanegas, who 
ought to have been at Arganda on the 22d, was so perplexed 
with orders and counter orders from the junta, that be did 
not arrive there until the 29th, a day after the batde had been 
fou^t 

These things were certainly most unfortunate; but, as his lord- 
ship added, against such strange mismanagement what humas 
prudence could provide. 

With respect to the political questions connected with our 
assistance afforded to Spain, the marquis perfectly agreed Aat 
there was a necessity for a radical change in the present modes 
of the Spanbh government. It was impossible, however, that 
such a change could be the work of a day; but we were ooC, 
therefore, to abandon the Spaniards to the mercy of their crttd 
Invaders, or to desert them in the crisis of their fortunes. 

With respect, indeed, to the battle of Talavera itseU; he ' 
would say nothing more of it in a military pomt of view than 
that the British troops had succeeded in repulsing the attack 
of a French army almost double theii own niqpber% the 
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^ferts of which had chiefly been directed against their po^- 
Uoo. 

But with respect to its coosequences, he would boldly maiotaia 
that this signal defeat had essentiallj coQtributed to the main 
objects of the campaign. For, unless that blow had been struck 
agaiost Victor, it would have been impossible to prevent the 
eoemj irom overrunning the south of Spain, or from making a 
fresh irruption iuto Portugal. In fact, it had saved the south of 
Spain from al)solute destruction. It had afforded time to Portu* 
gal to organize her army, and to strengthen her military posts* 
It had also euabled Lord Wellington to take a position where he 
might derive supplies from Spain at the same time that he drew 
nearer his own magazines — and, upon the whole, the marquis 
did not hesitate to say, that his brother was as justly entitled to 
every distinction that hb sovereigu had conferred upon him, and 
to every reward and honour %hich it was in the power of that 
house to bestow, as any noble lord who, for his personal services* 
had obtained the same distinctions, or who sat there by descent 
frpm his illustrious ancestors. 

After this luminous and liberal exposition, no further oppositiou 
was made to the motion as &r as it rq^rded Lord Wellington 
and bis brave army, though Lord Grenville contended that the 
whole substance of the marquis's speech went to support Lord 
Grey's motion for papers ; and althoughLord LiVerpool had decla- 
red that the present question was to be considered only in reference 
to the case precisely in point, yet his lordship still contended 
that the question itself stood on a broader basis, and was in fact 
whether a British army ought to have been risked in an enter* 
prise which depended so much on Spanish cooperation. This 
question i«as none of his seeking ; but he must say that even a 
victory, if attended with calamitous consequences, did not de» 
serve the thanks of that liouse. He believed that Lord Wel- 
lington was fettered by the nature of the service in which he 
had been sent, and by his instructions;- and that the plan, 
and its calamitous consequences, ought to be attributed to oii- 
Bisters. 
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An act of parliameDt tvbb passed for seUliog an aimai^ of 
2,0001. per aoauiD, though not without some oppodtioo In both 
houses of the legislature; and eveo on the 20th of Febniaij, 
the day appointed for the second reading of the biU, so stxni^ 
was the voice of party that a petition wasactaalfypreaentedfron 
the city of London against it These ezertiona, however, firilad 
in thdr effect, and the general voice of tlie nation hailed the 
annuity as a just reward to him who was ridung lifet and qieod- 
ing fortune, in the service of hb country. 

The disasters on the part of the Spanish arms, at the dose cf 
1800, had induced the supreme junta to undertake moreatre- 
Buous measures for the purpose of saving the south of Spain, as 
the French grand army, which was concentrated in Decevber, 
1 800, in the territory between Madrid and Toledo, was, about the 
middle of January, drawing near to the Sierra Morena. In coa> 
sequence of this, the Spaniards seltcted the best positions in the 
Sierra for defence, formed entrenchments, erected batteries^ in* 
tersected the roads by deep cuts in some places, and constnicted 
mines for blowing them up in others. This, however, waa ooC 
sufficient, as artificial defences merely added to natural ones, 
and on so extended a line as that presented by the Sierra 
Morena, can be of but little avail if not defended by detenuioed 
hearts and active hands; as a large army by its resources will 
always be able to open other roads, or, if not, to overcome those 
difficulties when the passes are not defended. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that the French army, on the 
20tb and 21st of January, both cavalry and infontry, focced 
tlieir way through the mountains, by the common passes, thougb 
they found it necessary to adopt a more circuitous route fiar 
their heavy artillery. In fact, the Spanish force aj^inted far 
the defence of the passes made scarcely any resistance, and tbe- 
French drove them from their entrenchments with (he bayoneti' 
whilst the intersections of the roads, and the difficulties occesioii* 
ed by the mines, did not present the slightest stoppage to ihek 
progress. A great proportion of the Spanish force were takes 
prisoners, and the remainder dispersed, every warlike store 
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«&d ammttDitioD fiilKog iDto the hands of the enemy, who im- 
mediately directed their march to Cordova and Seville, which, 
With tiie greatest part of Andalusia, yielded without resist- 
ance. 

A force under Sebasdani was next sent towards Grenada, 
which also fell, after some slight resistance from the Spanish troops 
binder Arrisaga. Grenada was now fortified, and Sebastiani pro- 
ceeded against Malaga, where a number of priests and monks 
liad been employed night and day in preaching a crusade .against 
the French infidels. The inhabitants of Malaga and its vicinity, 
m couotiy peculiarly mountainous, had taken up arms, and a 
capuchin friar was appointed general. All the officers too were 
monks, and the effect of religion, added to patriotism, had given 
th^ business rather an alarming appearance to the French, par* 
tlcularly as six thousand men had seized tlie great pass into the 
mountains and deep trenches were cut for securing the roads 
leading to it from the plain. 

Sebastiani having set out with the advanced guard of his army 
fiom Antequera on the 5th of February, soon drove the patriots 
fitHd their fortresses In the mountains to Malaga ; but there they 
rallied in a great but disorderly mass, having with them a large 
train of artillery and a detachment of cavalry. With the most 
nudaunted coura^ec and obstinate valour they withstood the mus- 
ketry and artillery of the whole French army for a considerable 
time; but at length a charge of cavalry overpowered them, and 
they fled leaving fifteen hundred dead on the field of battle ; 
Ibe French entered the city with the fugitives, who kept up the 
contest for a few moments firoro the windows of houses and at the 
CToasii^ of streets, but at length were forced to desist 

The Intrusive Itlng had already made his entry into Seville; 
and the possession of Malaga, added to the other acquisitions of 
dils early campaign, made the French consider themselves as 
maaters of the whole khigdom. In fact, with the exception of 
Cad^ whither the supreme junta had retired, there was no place 
wMcli could offer the least resistance in the centre or south of 
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the kingdom, though the flame of patriotism was still bunuogoi 
the eastern coast, and in Cataionui. 

Even Cadiz and the Isle of Leon were incapable of defence, 
and roust immediately have fallen without the aid of an En^ 
army ; yet some unreasonable jealousy on the part of the Spa- 
niards threw numerous obstacles in the way of oar affording tlieD 
that assistance which we were most capable of doing. £ven tbe 
junta themselves, when in Cadiz, objected to the stay of the (ixk^ 
under General Sherbrooke, who were waiting to disembark at that 
place» but expressed a wish that they might be sent to Catabaia, 
and were even absurd enough to require that tlie Britisti foice 
should be broken into small detachments, to be attached to the 
Spanish (^orps in different parts of the Peninsula. And eveo 
> when they consented to the admissioa of two British r^inKQts 
into Cadiz, it was only on a solemn promise that they shoald ool 
remain within the walls of tbe fortress, and accordingly they nere 
quartered at Isla, a large town, or suburb to Cadiz, in tbe Idede 
Leon, 

On this occasion Mr. Frere, our ambassador, ui^ed the neces* 
sity of our possessing some strong post, as a naval point, where re- 
inforcements could be sent, and from which a retreat might take 
place if necessary ; and he stated to them, that if unfortunately 
the Spanish government should persist* in their refusal, still they 
would not be complained of, or reproached, by England, thou|li 
at the same time he was forced to say, that if Spain should sdll 
remain insensible to what appeared to be so greatly conducive to 
its own interest, as well as essential to the interests of an EogUih 
army in Spain, his Britannic majesty would be obliged to with- 
draw for the present, and leave the contest between Spain and 
France to the sole military efforts and means of the Spwinaids 
themselves. Still he promised that his majesty would/tcfflabi 
faithful to his engagements; and he pointed out to them t£iat Po^ 
tugalhad'Dot hesitated, nor made the smallest object^fioDtotb^ 
admission of an English force, so that a considerable arti^sj v''^ 
that very moment in possession of its principal forticttes80> &d^ 
of a convenient port for all necessary purposes 5 anflkejiietatto 
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pointed oat to them, that as the British anbj, with the asUsiaDce 
of the Portuguese, might now be able not only to protect Portugal, 
but in favouraUe times and placc;9 to cover the adjaceut proviocea 
of Spaio, so it would be proper, and iudeed necessary, that there 
should be every facility afforded to the British troopa wherever 
thej might be engaged in the great and general cause. ' 

The temporising conduct of the central junta had already given 
great uneasiness to Lord Wellington, who, from all that he had 
seen of their proceedings, had great reason to fear that in the dis- 
tribution of the forces, as well as of the different civil and militarjr^ 
officers, they paid less regard to the military defence of the coun* 
try, and the important operations of the campaign, than to mise- 
rable intrigues and political objects of very trifling import 

The whole conduct of this junta was, indeed, so childish and 
absurd, not to say treacherous, that it is not surpriaing a wish 
should arise to deprive them of all power, which* however, they 
were very unwilling to quit the possession of ^ and so anxious did 
they seem for its retention, to the exclusion of every other con- 
sideration, that it was observed they proceeded with the most 
studied procrastination in the measures preparatory to the calling 
^general ecrtes of the whole Spanish nation. 

Tliis important measure, however, took place in March, 1810» 
in opposition to all the intrigues of the interested members of the 
junta, who at last became such objects, not only of hatred and 
aversion, but even of contempt and derision^ that they were ac^ 
tually afraid to appear in the daytime in the streets of Cadiz, 
dreading the indignation of an insulted people. 

The siege of Cadiz had before this been commenced by the 
French; for on the 6th of February the hostile army had com- 
menced their blockade by occupying all the land side, witli the 
towns and posts of St. Lucar, Rota, Port St. Mary's^ Medina 
Sidonia, Sic. At first the siege was conducted by Joseph Bona- 
parte himself^ he having his head-quarters at St Mary's, a smal^ 
town on the northern side of the bay, opposite to Cadiz, and from ^ 
whence that city, for want of springs in the Isle de Leon, had 
always been supplied with water ; fortunately, however, a pretty 
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good spriDg was afierirards discovered at Cadiz, vhich supplied 
this deficiency. 

At this period the French force amounted to about 50,000 men, 
and the garrison of Cadiz was net more than alxnit 20«000» of 
which 4,000 were English, with 1,700 Portuguese. The En- 
glish and Portaguese, however, were quartered in the Isle de LieoOt 
onder the command of Migor General Graham ; here also was 
the Spanish army under the Duke of Albuquerque, whilst Cadiz 
itself was garrisoned by volunteers and the new leviea. ladeed, 
whibt the English fleet possessed the bay of Cadiz, there iras no 
dang^ to be apprehended for that city on any side except that 
<tf the Isle de Leon. 

The further progress of the siege it is unnecessary to detail, 
particularly as even, in the early part of the year, theoperatiooB 
of the English arfny and the allies were not solely confined to 
the defence of Cadiz ; and it was a part of our general plan to 
act also on the ofi'ensive, by rousing, encouraging, and aiding the 
natives in a resistance to their invaders. 

In the .south, in particular, much was done by General Lacey, 
who, having disembarked at Algesiras with a small force of 5,000 
men, had it augmented so much in a few days as to amount to 
12,000. In fact, all the inhabitants of the mountainous diatrict« 
In the south of Andalusia, rose as if by common consent, and all 
tlie arms found at Honda, which had been evacuated by the 
French, were distribuied among tliem. The business now be- 
came very faarassipg to the French^ who, calling these rude sons 
of liberty insurgents^ had marched several parties against them, 
a murderous warfare being carried on by both sides. The 
Spaniards were, indeed, at last obliged to retreat; but though 
these mountaineers were defeated in several actions, . still they 
were not conquered. In £aict, every British officer who had 
opportunities of seeing these Spanish mountaineers, agreed in 
4faeir description of the ferocious and savage appearance and air 
f of these Alpujarese, or natives of the Alpujarra range. Every 
day they were bringing prisoners into Gibraltar, with the spoib 
cf the Frenchmen they had killed, consisting of horses, helmets. 
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oniibtms, &c* and, indeed, many of themaelTes became cotnpletetjr 
metamorphosed, throwing off their aocieat dress of sheep tkim, 
and accoutring themselves in French habiliments. 

On the Cataloniau side of Spain great hopes had been enter- 
tained that the patriotic exertions of the people would have been 
croifned with success ; but unfortunatel j, on the 20th of Febru- 
ary, iftarshal Augereau so completely defeated General 0*Doa- 
nel in the neighbourhood of Yich, in Catalonia, that all the efforts 
of the patriots, in that quarter, were for some time paralyzed. 

It is time now to look at the operations of the French array 
in the north of Spain, and of the army of Portugal, as it was 
Galled ; as these operations led to the glorious repulse at Busaco, 
the principal feature of Lord WelUngton's campaign in the year 
1810. 

Early in the year a corps under the command of Juoot laid 
siege to Astorga, and held other places in subjection by a judi* 
clous distribution of garrisons; whilst a strong division, under Ge- 
neral Bonnet, took possession of Oviedo, the capital, extended 
itself over the whole province of Asturias, and even threatened 
to penetrate into Gallicia. The guerillas, indeed, kept up a 
constant warfare against the latter general; but still he was 
strong enough to have advanced into Gallicia, had he not re- 
ceived orders to wait in his then positions until further successes 
should justify his advance. 

About the beginning of March the French corps under the 
command of Marshal Ney^ that under Loison, as well as the di^ 
vision of Eelierman, were in Old Castile, and in positions on the 
Tonnes, with their advanced posts on the Agueda ; whilst the 
advanced jwsts of the British army, under Brigadier General 
Crawford, were likewise on the latter river, and between Agneda 
and the Coa. 

On the 12th of April Astorga fell, when 3,500 Spaniards, 
with English firelocks and wearing English clotlies, laid down 
their arms and were conducted to Barrize. ami iVom the'»re into 
France. The whole number of prisoners taken were, however^ 

27 
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abmit 5,000, (besides 1,500 killed during the siege,) and fhere 
were also twenty pieces of caoDon captured. 

Some jealousies at this period seem to have existed betwe^ 
the Freoch generals; for it is said that Marshal Ney, who wis 
then investing Ciudad Rodrigo, had a considerable degree of ap- 
prehension that General Junot, between whom and himself ^eie 
was some misunderstanding, woAld not cooperate with him for the 
reduction of the city, with all the cordiality and promptitude 
which the circumstance demanded : but Junot, notwithstandiog^ 
joined him after the capture of Astorga, and in the mean time 
Marshal Massena set out from Paffis in order to take the com- 
mand of the army appointed for the conquest of Portugal, formiog 
a force of 80,000 men. 

The siege of Ciudad Rodrigo had long been retarded and ob- 
structed by heavy rains, bad roads, and the difficulties in the 
way of the transportation of stores and provisions, coodderablj 
increased by Lord Wellington with the allied army being iu its 
. yicittity ; but at length the French trenches were opened on the 
15tb of June, just as Massena had arrived to take the command 
of the army. 

Situated as Lord Wellington was^he could not with propriety 
advance for its rdief ; his manoeuvres being strictly defeonve, 
and his army totally unable to cope with that of Massena as 
assailants, though his superior skill, and the energy of his troops* 
soon after enabled him to choose and to defend the position of 
Busaco, with additional honour to the British arms. 

In consequence the city was completely invested by a body of 
troops under Ney on the right bank of the Agueda, and by 
another under Junot on Uie left; whilst a detachment was sent 
from the latter corps towards St Felix to watch and check 
the motions of the allies, and to cover the operations of the 
siege. 

Id the morning of the 25th of June, forty-six pieces of heavy 
artillery were qpened at once upon this ill-fated city, soon 
proving too heavy for the Spanish fire, though the garrison, wh<» 
weie well supplied with artillery, served their batteries ex* 
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ttemely well, and poured such a shower of shot and sbells npoft 
the assailants that, in order to cover their advances, they found 
U. necessary to attack two convents, which were not easily given 
up, but taken and retaken several times, until at last they 
were partly burnt, after which the French were able to retain 
theou 

Though possession was obtained soon after of the suburlM of 
St. Francis, yet it was not without obstinate resistance; and 
though on the 28th the works were so much damaged that the 
French sent in a summons, yet both the garrison and tuhabitanta, 
loused by the monks to the highest pitch of religious enthuuasm, 
appeared determined to resist to the last extremity. But a breach 
was at length made on the 0th of July, when the explosion of a 
mine unfortunately threw the whole counterscarp into the ditch 
below the breach, then about eighteen fathoms in width; and on 
the 10th in the evening, the whole French army advancing to the 
assault, the garrison was obliged to surrender at discretion. Evea 
the French were struck with the appearance of desolation andL 
ruin which was seen on all sides; indeed, scarcely a house was 
to be met with that was entire, or exempt from some marks of the 
horrors of the siege. Upwards of 2,000 lost their lives, and the 
lemaUider of the garrison, to the number of 7,000, were obliged 
to deposite their arms in the arsenal, where the French found 125 
pieces of cannon, mostly bronze, with 200,000 pounds weight 
of powder, and more than one million of musket cartridges, a^ 
stated by Massena in his despatches. 

After the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, parties of reconnoissance 
were sent out from the French to exannne the positions of Lord 
Wellington's army, whose advanced posts now fell back upon 
Uie main body, as absolute offensive operations were not to be 
undertaken against a force so numerous as that of the invading 
army, which consisted of nearly 110,000 men, according to the 
French account, which, if true, adds more to the fame of his 
lOTdship in having kept at bay such an overwhelming force, and 
^liging them at last to retreat* 

The distribution of this force will serve to elucidate the !qi« 
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portftDt eyeDts now about to take place. General Loleoo vHk 
15,000 men ioveated Almeida^ whilst the remainder of Ney^m^ 
corpa, ali>out 10,000, were' jit Fort de la Conception. Aboat 
three miles N. W. from Citidad RodrigO) at St. Felix, was Juoot 
with 25,000 men, whilst a force to the same amount was ia 
Ciudad Uodrigo, and its immediate vicinity. These three corps 
were within two days* march of the allied army, and some pait 
of ttiem not more than seven or ei^ht miles distant, whiUt Mas- 
sena, the commander in chief, was at Yaldemula, a village near 
Ciudad Hodrigo, which a few weeks before had been occuj^ed 
by Lord Wellington. Kellerman was on the north of Portugal^ 
and threatened Oporto with 12,000 men; and Regnier meoaoed 
Alentejo in the south with about 18,000; whilst the reanainiD^ 
fimall divisions occupied such posts as were most convenient for 
procuring forage, &€, . 

With such an overwhelming force, it is not surprisix^that Mas^ 
eena and his imperial master should have considered the coo- . 
^uest of Portugal as certain ; yet even such a force» we shall oow 
see, was baffled by the superior skill and address of the Briii&b 
general, whose defensive conduct in this situation seems mors 
worthy of admiration than even his most brilliant victories. 

It may be necessary to premise, without going very far back, 
that ever since the retreat after the flattie of Talavera, in the 
preceding year, the plan of Lord Wellington had been to avoid 
any further active cooperation with the Spanish army until k 
was better organized; but at the same time he resolved not to 
retire from Spain, unless obliged by absolute necessity. Should 
that even be the case, still he determined, if possible, to make a 
stand on the Portuguese frontier, where his army would be as 
serviceable to the c^se of Spain as if actually in that country ; 
and, accordingly, he took post between Merida and Badajoz for 
some time, until he found it necessary to retire for the defence of 
Portugal. 

In the early part of the present year (1810) the British army 
was principally about Lisbon, and on the north side of the Taguap 
wbeQ» having gained a fresh stock of health, by good quari^rBy 
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ibef were able. In Febmarj, to occnpj an extended Hne from 

Saotarem on the Tagus to Oporto on the Douro, indading La« 

ffi^, Viseu, Coimbra, and Abrantea, having been joined by the 

Portuguese' troops so ably disciplined by the gallant and inde* 
fatigabk Marshal Beresford : whilst General Hill was in advance 
vith a considerable body of cavalry, on the banks of the Guadi- 
ana, in order to check the approach of the enemy, who hlt^ ap* 
peared before Badajoz. 

Daring the operations of the French against Cindad Rodrigo, 
the British and aOied army was cantoned in five distinct bodies; 
one was at Celorico, consisting of about 6,000 men under General 
Spencer; General Hill bad 8,000 between the Tagus and the 
Goadiana; General Cole haid about 10,000 at Guarda, which 
vas the principal post; at Pinhel General Flcton lay with 
4,000; and General Crawford was stationed in advance, between 
Ooarda and the French army. 

Oo the 4th of July the enemy passed the Agueda in force, 
aid obliged Brigadier General Crawford to fall back with his 
ftdvmced guard to the neighbourhood of the fort of La Concep- 
tion, which had previously been occupied by a part of the third 
division of infantry. 

In this movement, however, the enemy were not allowed to act 
qaietly; but were annoyed by repeated skirmisMng with con* 
nderal)te eflfect by the 1st hussars, and by the 3d battalion of For* 
toguese chasseurs, who, under the command of Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Ekler, displayed great steadiness in frequent rencontres with 
flte French. 

Whilst the enemy were in such force. Lord Wellfaigton could 
Boly watch their movements, and that so closely that frequent 
Airmishes took place between the piquets of the two armies. 

The advanced posts of the British army under Brigadier Ge- 
^ral CrawfcNrd remained in the villages, near the fort of La 
CoDceptioo, until the 21st of July, when the advance of the 
WKoj in force obliged the cavalry to retire towards Almeide^ 
■Ml (he fort of La Conception was consequently destroyed. 

From the 2l8t until the 24tb, General Crawford still continued 
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to occupy his main podtkn (in advance of the Britiah vmf 
then at Alverca) near Almeida, with his left within eight huD- 
dred yards of the fort, and his ri^ht, extencUng towards Janet. 
But the eiremy attacking him ou lire 24th, shortly after daylicfat, 
with a very large body of cavalry and infantry, he was obliged 
to retire across the bridge over the Coa. In thisp^ntof retreat 
tlie tjroops suffered much ; but, though the enemy made Ostt 
efforts to storm the bridge, they were repulsed *n them all. 

The retreat of the British advance enabled the enemy to open 
tiieir fire upon Almeida, late on Saturday night, or early on Sun- 
day morning of the 26th of July, and the place was surrendered 
in the course of the night of the 27th. 

Lord Wellington seems to have been disappointed by the speedy 
fell of this place; for in his public despatches be expressed ncA 
only his regret, but his inability to account for so triffing a tie* 
fence. An explosion in the town had, indeed, been heard at the 
advanced posts during the course of the day on the 27th, and it 
was observed that the steeple of the church was destroyed, mnd 
many houses unroofed by the bombardment; but although a tele- 
graphic communication had been established with the governor, 
yet the weather not permitting it to be used durios the Sunday, 
and the greatest part of the next day. Lord WeUington, on its 
clearing up, had the mortification to see that the besieged and I 
the assailants were in communicaUon* As soon as he was ecM^ 
of the fall of the place, he moved the infantry of the BfMah 
army again into the valley of the Mondego, keeping a ditiikB 
upon Guarda, and the outposts of the cavalry at Alverca. 

In the morning of the 21st of August, the enemy atMked 
the British piquets twice, but feebly, and were immediately t«> 
pulsed ; yet in the afternoon they obliged Sir Stapleton 
to draw in his posts from beyond Fraxedas. 

Lord Wellington now discovered Massena's plan, wfaidi 
gradually unfolding itselC. He seemed determbed to turn tin 
left of the allied army; but Lord Wellington, to cheek fain 
retired through the valley of Mondego, when Massena, a<ld^ll^ 
4 new ronte, threw himself in the road which leads born Yiaba ft 
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"Coimbra, io hopes of g^itiDg possession of the resourees preseoteci. 
bj that city and its vicinity, and theace to proceed to Lisboo. 
Xiord Welliogtoa immediatelj determiDed to cover Coimbra; 
not with the inteatioo of maiataicdog th^t post, but in order to 
^ve the iohabitants time to retire with their effects. 

Thoogh Massena had cooceatrated the greatest part of hk 
forces at Yiseu ou the 2lst of September, yet a halt of three days 
was absolutely necessary io order to give time ibr the bringing up 
the liaggage and the artillery; and it was during these three 
days that Lord Wellington was enabled to execute the judicious 
sod brilliant manoeuvre of passing from the left to the right of 
tft Moodego, and then talking up liis position on the Sierra 
de Busaco. At that period the head-quarters of the British 
army were at Celorico ; but Lord Wellington found it prudent to 
retire towards Yiseu, on which the French army under Massena 
coHtioued to advance from Celorico upon the latter position. 
During these operations, the different corps of Portuguese mi- 
litia, and ordcnanza, were employed upon his flanks and rear, 
sod Colonel Trant with hi^ division attacked the escort of the 
militarj chest and reserve artillery near Tojal en the 20th of 
September. In this affair Colonel Trant succeeded so far as to 
take about one hundred prisoners; but the enemy collected a 
(brce from his front and rear, which obliged the colonel to retire 
towards the Douro. Notwithstanding this, the exertions of the 
diffei«ot detached cofps were so great, that Lord Wellington felt 
himself justified in saying that the enemy's communication with 
Almeida, in his rear, was not only cut off, but that he possessed 
only the ground on which his army stood. 

Iq thi« juncture. Lord Wellington found it necessary, about the 
middle of September, to adopt measures to collect his army in 
the vicioity of Coimbra, and, if possible, to prevent the enemy 
bfmi getting possession of that town. 

I Whibt employed in perfectioji: this manoeuvre, the enemy's 
Udvaticed guard, on the 21st, pushed on to St. Cambadao at the 
panctioo of the rivers Criz and Dao; and Brigadier General 
^s«k retired across the former, and joined Brigadier General 
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.Crawford at Martagoa, baviiig destroyed the Inridges orear dioae 
two rivers. 

The eoemy's advanced guard crossed the Oris, having repslr- 
ed the bridge on the 23d ; and the whole of the 6th corps was 
collected on the other side of the river; on which his lordship 
withdrew the cavalry through the Sierra de Busaco, with the ex- 
ception of three squadrons, as the ground was unfavourable for 
the (operations of that species of force. 

On the 25th the whole of the 6th and of the 2d corps €i the 
enemy crossed the Criz, in the neighbourhood of St Cambadao; 
and Brigadier General Crawford's division and Brigadier O^iBcxj^ ^ 
Pack's brigade retired to the position which had been £xt^1l^^ 
for the army on the top of Sierra de Busaco. Thitse troops w^e 
followed in this movement by the whole of the corps oC Ney and 
Begoier, but the manoeuvre was conducted by Brigadier General 
Crawford with great regularity, and the troops took thdr ponUoo 
without sustaining any loss of importance* < 

The 4tb Portuguese Capadores, which had retired on the right 
of the other troops, and the piquets of the 3d diviaou of infooUry, 
which were posted at San Antonio de Cantaro, under Major 
Smith of the 45th, were engaged with the advance of Regoier')} 
corps in the afternoon of the 25th ; in which aSair the Ca^adon^ 
gained great credit for their steadiness and gallaotry.* 

As the enemy's whole army was on the ridge of the Moudego, 

* Toundentend thoroag^y the lubseqaent oc«tifreooet connected iMtbe 
lyrilfiaiit affair of Sutacop it ii neeeaaary to premiae that die Sierra dtr JBk' 
$ac9 ia a lofty ridge of moaatains extending from the Mondego tSbmA ti^ 
jnilea in a northerly direction. At the highest point of the ridge, aboit two 
milea from the termination, ai*e the eonrent and garden of Buafteo."TUi 
sierra ia eonneeted by a mountainona tract of country with the Slerr* de Ca« 
ramnia, which extends in a northeasterly direction heyood Yiseu, and ai| i| iti.j 
the Talley of the Mondego from the valley of the Dooro, on the left of th^JHofi* 
dego. Nearly in a line with the Sierra de Bniaco is another ridge of theMMi 
description, which is called the Sierra de MareelU, covered by therirer Atvii 
and connected by other mountainous tracts widi the ^ierra d'Kstretta* 

All the roada to Coimbra from the eastward lead over one or o^erfli 
these sierras ; and they are very difficult for the passage of an aniiys t^ 
•pproMh to the top of the ridge on both sides bcoog very iD<KQtaini 
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tod 88 it wtfl evident that he ioteoded to force the British po6l- 
tioa, Lieuteaaot Geoeral Hill crossed that river, by a short mov^- 
ment to his left, on the morDiog of the 26tb, leaving Cotpnel lie 
Cor with his brigade in the Sierra de Marcella to cover Oie right 
of the army ; and Major Geoered^aue with his division of Portu* 
guese cavahry, and the^'ldth light dragoons in front of the Alva, 
to obsenre and check the movements of the enemj^s cavalry on 
the Of ondego. 

With this exception, the whole British army was collected up- 
on the Sierra de Busaco, with the cavalry observing the plain In 
the rear of its left, and also the road leading from Martagoa to 
Oporto, through the mountainous tract which connects the Sierra 
de Busaco with the Sierra de Caramula. 

The eighth corps joined the enemy in front on the 26th, but 
did not make any serious attack on that day ; however, the light 
troops on both sides were engaged througliout the line. 

But on the 27th the orakd attack was'roade ; for, at six in 
the morning of that day, the enemy commenced two desperate 
assaults on the British position ; one on the right, the other on 
the left, of the h%hest point of the sierra. 

The attack on the right was made by two divisions of the 2d 
corps, OD that part of the sierra occupied by the 3d division <tf io- 
btsiry. One division of French infantry arrived at the top of 
the ridge, when it was attacked in the most gallant manner by 
the 88th regiment under the command of the honourable Lieu* 
tenant Colonel Wallace, and the 45th regiment under the com- 
mand of the honourable Lieutenant Colonel Meade, and by the 
8th Portuguese regiment under the command of Lieutenant Co* 
fonel Douglas, directed by Major General Picton. 

These three corps advanced with the bayonet, and drove the 
enemy's division from the advantageous ground which they had 
obtained. 

The other division of the 2d corps attacked further on the 
right, by the road leading from St. Antonio de Cantaro, also in 
fnmt of Major General Pictou^s divisioa* This division of the 

issailants was repulsed before it could reach the (op of Che ridge, 

28 
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by the 74ib regifttent under the, command of the hooounUe 
LieuteDaot Colooei French, and the brigade of Portuguese Infan- 
try under the command of Cokmel Champelmont, directed Igr 
Cdooel Mackinnoo. 

Major General Leith* almo%t moTcd to his left, to the support 
of Major General Picton, and aided in the defeat of the enemy 
on this post, with the 3d battalion of the royals, and the 1st and 
2d battalioDs of the 38th regiment. 

On the left the enemy attacked, with three ^visioos of infan- 
try of the 6th corps, that part of tlie sierra occupied by the left 
divirion commanded by Brigadier General Crawford, and by the 
brigade of Portuguese infantry commanded by Brigadier Ckneral 
Pack. One division of infantry only made any progress toward 
the top of the hUl, and they were immediatdy charged with the 
bayonet by Brigadier General Crawford with the 48th, 52d, and 
05th regiments, and the 3d Portuguese Ca^adores, and dHven 
down with immense loss. 

Brigadier General Clement's brigade of Portuguese infantiy, 
which was in reserve, was now moved up to support the right of 
Brigadier General Crawford*s division; and a battalion of the 
10th Portuguese regiment, under Lieutenant Colonel Macbean, 
made a most gallant and successful charge upon a body of another 
division of the enemy, which was endeavouring to penetrate in 
that quarter. 

Besides these general attacks, the light troops of the two armies 
were engaged throughout the whole of the 27tlu 

In the evening of the 27th the enemy were beaten on all 



* General Leith h«s been partioubirly noticed in tiie army for s i 
oireumsUnee. When a Teiy }-oiing offioer, he was engaged in aomc rrprf 
tion in India, where he was badly wounded, naj, left for dead, on the trot^ 
being forced to re-embark, but was observed by a soldier who returned tkrmiftt 
the surf, and carried him off* from the beach, just as the last boat wis paMif 
Oir. Several years aAcrwards, when the general commanded in DQbli%hft 
saw an aged man in distressed circumstances, whose face he thought he i 
leeted, and on inquiry foOnd it to be the very man who had saved his life ! 

GrsAitude, aided by generosityi immediate^ prOTided for the vctenuk 
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iSdei; and hit loss of officers and men was eiiormous. The 
g^rals of divtsioDf Merle aad Maucere were wounded, Oeo^ 
ral Simon was taken prisoner hj the 52d regiment, along with 
three colonels, thirty-three other officers, and two hun^lred and 
fiAy men. The assdlants left 2,000 dead upon the field of battle, 
and their loss in wounded was stated both by prisoners and 
deserters to be immense. 

So signal was the defeat, so severe the lesson taught, that the 
enemy did not attempt to renew his attack on the succeediug day, 
except by some slight skirmishing with his light troops ; but he 
was seen to move a large body of infanti^ aad cavalry from the 
left, of his centre to the rear, from whence his chivalry was ob- 
served to march in the road which leads from Martagoa over 
the mountains towards Oporto* 

JLord Wellington having thought if probable that he would 
endeavour to turn the left of the British by that road, had 
directed Colonel Trant, with his division of militia, to march 
to Sardao, with the intention that he should occupy those moun-' 
tsdns ; but, unfortunately^ he wa3 sent round to Oporto by the 
general officer commanding in the north, in consequence of a 
small detachment of the enemy being in posoession of St. Pedro 
de Sal ; and, notwithstanding the efforts wldch he made to arrive 
in time, he did not reach Sardao till the 28th at night, after the 
enemy was in possession of the ground* 

As his lordship judged it probable that in the course of the 
night of the 28th the enemy would throw his whole army upon 
that road, by which he could avoid the Sierra de Busaco, and 
reach Coimbra by the high road to Oporto, and thus the British 
anojT would have been exposed to be cut off from that town, or 
to a general action on less favourable ground; and as he also con- 
sidered that he had reinforcements in his rear, he was induced 
to withdraw from the Sierra de Busaco towards Coimbra. 

As Lord Wellington expected, Massena did break up in the 
mouotaina at eleven at night oi the 28th, and he made the march 
to the left of the range of mountiuns, certainly in spite of any 
opporitioD that could be thrown in Iris way, owing principally to 
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the liofortUDale circumstance of the delay of Colocel Tfaii£l» 
arrival at Sardao. # 

In consequence^ of this, although Lord Wellington did net 
absolutely succeed in effecting those cbjects ivhich he had in 
Fiew' in passing the Mondego, and in occupying the Sierra <fe 
Busaco,' yet he did not regret his having done so. In fact, be . 
considered this movement as affording him a favourable opporta* 
nity of shoving the enemy the description of troops of which 
his army was composed ; he also was pleased with the opporta- 
nity of thus bringing the Portuguese levies into action with the 
^nemy for the first tiitlb, in an advantageous situation ; and ki- 
deed he confessed that they had proved that the trouble wbidi 
had been taken with them had not been thrown away, and thai 
they were even then worthy of contending in the same ranlcs 
with British troops, in that interesting cause which he condder- 
ed them as affording the best hopes of saving. 

To show that his lordship's expectations were correct, add 
that his warm praise of the conduct of the British troops was 
well founded, it is only necessary to examine the state of the 
losses of the allied army during the gallant affair of Busaco^ 
when compared with those of the enemy. 

The sum total was of the British, 1 major, 4 other officers^ 
and 102 sergeants and rank and file killed; 3 lieutenant-colood^ 
5 msyors, 27 other officers, and 458 sergeants and rank and fite 
wounded; with 1 captain, 1 sergeant, and 29 rank and Sk 
missing. 

Of the Portuguese, the loss amounted to 4 ci^tains, 2 subd- 
tems, and 84 rank and file killed ; 1 colonel, 1 major, 5 captakv, 
18 subalterns, 9 sergeants, and 478 rank and file wounded; ttid 
20 missing. 

A loss equal to that of the British, and proving that they In^ 
b^ as warmly engaged.* * 



* In speaking of the Portuguese discipline, vc must not omit to m*€L,„^_ 
the dae praise giTen by Lord WelUngton to Marshal Beretford. To^pa 
exclariTel^, under the Portngucse goTemment, he considered sole^diie^ 
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Lord Wellii^n proudly boasted ia his public despatcihed 
thAi throughout the contest upon the sierra, and in all the pre* 
yunis marcheS) his army had conducted itself in the most regu- 
lar manner. Accordingly, all the operations were performed 
idth eaae, die soldiers suffered no privations, and underwent no 
unnecessary fatigue; there was no loss of stores, and the whole 
body of troops were in the highest spirits. Some days after the 
action it was ascertained that Massena's advanced post was at 
Avelaus, in the road from Oporto to Coimbra f and on the 29th 
of September the whole of his army was seen in march through 
tlie mountains; whibt at the same date, or the day following, the 
British and Portuguese allied troops were already in the low 
country between the Sierra de Busaco and the sea; and the 
whole of it, with the exception of the advanced guard, were on 
the 30th of that month on the left of the Mondego. 

On the*20th of October the whole allied army were at Pero 
N^ro; but previous to that, in the early part of the month, the 
enemy were principally employed in reconnoitring the position 
of the British troops, and in strengthening thehr own posts. , Id 
eflfectiDg the former object they had on several occasions skir- 
mished with the outposts, who in every instance conducted them- 
selves extremely well. 

When Liord Wellington determined to return to Torres 
Vedras, where he occupied the French army until they were 
forced to retreat, be determined to clear the country of every 
thing, of which Massena complained loudly, saying, ^ The eoe- 
ny bums and destroys every thing as he evacuaCbs the coun- 
try. He forces die inhabitants to abandon their homes under 
pain of death. Coimbra, a town of 20,000 inhabitants, is de- 
serted. IVe find no provisimis. The army is subsisted on In- 
dian com, and vegetables, which we found remaimog on the 
pQuad.'* • * 

9|ckU of bating rtbed, formed^ disdpUiiedt and equipped, the PortogiMfe 
'^etift vhioh had thai «hown itielf capable of ^gagipg^ and aasistiDg in te 
^Ifefieat of the enemy. 
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It 18 indeed verf trae that every soul in Coimbra fled, leavts^ 
klUeralljr a desert: for tlie order of the Portugese regeocj 
was positive for all to leave their houses, cariy off all their 
goods, or destroy them, aod leave nothing for the enemy. The 
Lisboo road was blocked up with wagons, carts, rouka, hoiBcs, 
and bullocks ; mothers, their eyes streaming with tears, carrying 
their screaming in&nts ; young women of genteel coodUion, also 
in tears, on foot, and separated in the crowd from their families ; 
men with heavy liearts but in silent sorrow, and every tbio^ 
wearing an air of trouble aod confusion. All the roads from St. 
Thooiar, and the other neighbouring towns, to lisbon, were ia 
like manner fall of men, women, and children, with what effect* 
they could bring along with them. 

Tet, dreadful as the scene was, we must recollect that their 
anfierings on the approach of tfie French army. If they had 
isemained, would have been infinitely worse : and as their dia* 
tress was partly incurred in the general cause of the Fortuguae 
nation ; so the government, as well as private famitiea In Uaboo, 
did all they could to alleviate it An asylum was found for aH ; 
lodgings and food were procured, and every thing done which 
could afford relief ; whilst the British house of commons voted 
100,0001. for their relief, to which was added an equfld asm bona 
private contribution. 

In this position of the BnUsh army, on the navigable part of 
the Tagus, the communication. In a railitfiry point of view, was 
now opened with the British fleet laying in ^lat river; and 
accordingly the gun-boats^ which Admiral Berkeley had placed 
under the command of hb nephew. Lieutenant Berkeley, had 
supported the right of the army near Alhandra, and havii^ b^eo 
several times engaged with the enemy*s recoom^tring parties, had 
proved, of great service. 

Though, in consequence of tlie^^rclirograde movement of the 
British army after the affair of Bnsaco, the epemy had been 
enabled to take possession of Coimbra, jnet he was not permitted 
to hold it long; for Colonel Trant having arrived near that 
place with Ma detachment on the 7th of October, he Imnoie- 
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diitely attacked the outposts, whioh be col off fW>m tlie tow0, 
sod then imAing hi, took possession of it The resistance made 
by the enemy did not last long, and the colonel took eighty offi* 
cers and five tlnmsand men (principally sick and wounded) pri- 
aoncrs. 

On the followkig day Brigadier General Miller and Colonel 
Wilson arrived at Coimbra with their detachments; and between 
that and the 20th they took about three hundred and fifty pri- 
aoners, being soldiers who had straggled from their regiments on 
the enemy's march, fl» they themselves stated, in search of food* 

That the enemy at thfe period most have been suffering ex* 
ticjnely is also evident from another fact, that a detachment 
from tlie garrison of Penich6, sent out by Brigadier General 
Blunt, under Captain Fenwick, had been successful in a similar 
manner, and had brought in forty-eight prisoners, made from 
'stragglers in the rear of the enemy's army, having killed nine; 
whilst Lieutenant Colonel Waters, who had been employed with 
miall detachments of cavahry and infantry in the enemy's rear, 
had been alike fortunate. In short, as his lordship observed in 
one of his despatches, the difficultiea. which the whole of Masse- 
oa's army experienced in procuring subsistence, owing to their 
having invaded Portugal wkhout magazines, and having adopted 
no measures for the security of their rear, or of their communi- 
cation with Spain, had rendered it necessary for the soldiers to 
straggle in search of provisions; and not .a day passed without 
deserters or prisoners beicg brought in* 

At this period every thing remained quiet in the north of Por- 
tugal ;* and in the south of Spain Marshal Mortier had retired 

* The litQatioii of 6ie anhappy Portogoeta at thii period maj l>e drawa 
from a prodamatioii of Lord WeHiogton of the 4th of August, in which he 
•hteryea— 

** The iiihabitaiita of tome ▼iUagea haire rcmiiiied in them, eonfiding in the 
pramiiei of the enemy, and hoping that hy treatbg the eueraies of theii* 
cenntry weB, they might coAeiliate and mtX&fy them, and inipire them vjth 
humane sentiments ; that their property voold he rcspeeted, their females 
preKnred Iroai hmtal TioUtioB, snd their Cres sectired. Vsia hopes*. 
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from Zafri and Los Saotos, aod fidkn back upoB ScriUe wiOi 
hk amiy, io which aarch Geoeral Ballasteros ba<f followed bbi 
to the ▼fcinhy of Castillo de lat Gnardias, whilst the Portufrueae 
aud Spanish cavalrj had mored oo from the GuaiUaoa towaxda 
the Sierra Morena. 

Thoufh the winter was now approaching, jet Lord WelHi^ 
too seems to have beeo iodebtiicable in the cooceotnition of all 
the disposable forces; aod acconHo^j having, in the earlj pait 
of the mootlu alM pat the infantry of the Marqius de la Eooa- 
na^s corps in rootioo for the purpose of a junction with his 
army, thej crossed the Tasfos io the monnng of the 19th, and 
were well advanced to unite vheoever it should be found neces* 
•ary. 

Soon after this the enemy detached some troops towards Sao- 
tarem, aod on the 23d of October General Loisoo marched t4>- 
wards that place with the division under his command, whilst a 
body of the enemy's infantry and cavalry marched into Tbomi 
on tlie same day. 

Abont thb period the reports which Lord Welliogton received, 
from the deserters and prisoners brou|^t in, all concurred in the 
accouQts of the distress felt by the enemy, through the want oi 
provisions of all descriptions. These people stated also that At 
French army were busily employed in collecting and prepaiiqg 
materials to construct a bridge over the Tagus ; it was some* 
thing very eztraordioary, however, that this was done with great 
privacy;, for, although the British army had a good view of dbai 
river, from different pmnts of the ground which they occopied 
and had officers and others employed on the left of the Taans to 
watch the motions of the enemy; yet, even up to the latter end 
of October, it had been impossible either to (tiscover where this 

The hibaVitAnts of these tobmistiTe pbees liave tuflcred all the evflt whieh a 
crael entvaij tooM faiakt ; their propertr has been phmdered, their habilA- 
tiont borat, their women atrocioafllT violated, and thote whose ag;e or «ex ^d 
not provoke the bmtal violenee of the soldiert, have fallen victims to the 
■mpradent eonfidence vhieh thej placed io promises made wAf to be 
broken^'* 
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inork was carrying on, or where the bridge was to be placed on 
ibe river when constructed. 

The French appeared, however, very anxious to collect boats, 
add on the 24th they endeavoured, by the fire of artillery, to 
drive a party of the ordenanza from Chamusca, in ordei^ to ob- 
talu possession of some that were in that place; but in this they 
did not succeed. 

Id feet, to have pushed on a business of this kind might have 
brought on a general acdon, for which they were not prepared, 
and to which they did not feel themselves competent ; at the 
same time, notwithstanding this, it still seems to have been most 
pimdential conduct on the part of Lord WelUugton not to court 
an action, as the enemy were then suflfering as much as they could 
Wefl have done after a defeat; for on the side of Obidos and 
Ranielhal, the British cavalry and a battalion of Spanish light 
hfaotry, with the troops of the garrison of Peiiich^ actually 
Confined their detachments within very small limits, so that they 
really possessed no part of the country, except that on which 
their army stood. 

In the early part of TCovember, Lord Wellington, with his 
aroiy, was still at Pero Negro. The state and position of the 
enemy also had been but little varied; they still had a considera- 
ble body of troops, chiefly cavalry, on the Tagus, between 
PtRifaete and Santarem, and they had also pushed some corps 
mnm the Zezere above Punbete, principally cavalry, apparently 
with the design of reconnoitring the roads in that direction, and 
the fort at Abrantes. They were now found to be at work pre- 
faring a bridge at Santarem and Bairquinha for the destruction 
«f which Major General Fane was detached from the Britisli 
irmy with a body of cavalry and infantry to the left of tlie 
Tagus, io case he should find it practicable. 

So great was the distress of the enemy by the middle of No- 
vember,* and so well planned and faithfully executed were the 

* His lordship in hb despatches of the 3d of KoTemher hftd said, ^ It is 
Kported hj all the deseders that the eQemj's troops coatiAtte to sufier great 
4ntress from the want of proviaoni. 

20 
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(iispoflitiODs of Lord Wellingtoo io cotifiniug them for upwanb 
of a moalh in their old positioo, with their right at Sobtal, and 
their left resting upon the Tagus, that they fouud it necessaiy to 
retire OQ the flight of the 14th of November^ goiog off liy the 
road of Aleiiquer, towards Alcoentre with their right, and Vifia 
Novdi with their left, and cootiouiog their route to Santarem ob 
the succeeding days. 

Lord Welliogton's information was so correct, indeed he Ibiii« 
self watched them so closely, that tliis movement was instantly 
known; and on the very next morning (the 15th) the allied 
army broke up from their position, and followed the march of 
the enemy. So rapid was this harassing pursuit, though sdll 
with great prudence avoiding a battle, that the British advanced 
guard was at Alenquejr on the same day, and the cavalry and 
advanced guard at Azambuga and AJcoentre on the 16th, and at 
Cartaxo on the 1 7 th. 

In these movements about four hundred prisoners were made 
by prrssing hard upon the enemy's rear ; the advance beioig fol- 
lowed closely up by Sir Brent Spencer's divisioQ, and the 5th 
division of infantry under Major General Leitfa. 

Lord Wellington on the 17tli of November received accounts 
from Major General Fane (who had been detached to the left of 
the TaguB to look after the enemy's bridges) that the bridge o^er 
the Zezere, which he had been sent to destroy, had been carried 
away by the floods, but that another had been constructed across 
the Zezere, and that they had on that day marched a large body 
of troops from Santarem towards Qolegan. 

Id consequence of this information, his lordship with jcrv^at 
promptitude passed Lieutenant General HilPs corps across the 
Tagus at Yalada, in the boats which Admiral Berkeley had 
^nt up the river in order to assist and to facilitate the vaxiouf 
operations of the army on tliat river. 

** It is impossible to form an estimate of tlic qiiiiii6ty of provisiont wlu^ 
they found in the ▼illaj;e8 on the ground wliich they occupy ; bat it is certain 
that they can draw none from any other part of the country, the tvhole b^Dg 
in the posscsnon of our troops." 



227 

The skai and patienee displayed bj Lord WcUingtoD during 
tiie whole of these manceuTres were soch as completely to defeat 
#11 the plans of the enemy ; for being himself obliged to act on 
ihe defensiye, in owier to bring them to a stand, he had so com- 
pletely strengthened the works of his position* as to render an 
attack upon the line occupied by the allied army very doubtful, 
if not entirely hopeless; whilst at the same time his dispositions 
were so judiciously made as to keep the enemy iu check on all 
jidea, but that on which they finally retreated? and even there 
it was impossible for them to keep up any communication what- 
ever with the country, sufficient to ensure them the necessary 
supplies. Could they have crossed the Tagus, a fertile country 
would have been within their reach ; but this they could not do 
without bridges or boats, to procure either of which they were 
unable whilst the river was in British possession. 

There is no situation in which an army more particularly re- 
quires the constant niperintendence of its commander in chief, 
than whep it is comparatively m a state of quiescence ; but, even 
in this state, the dispositions of Lord Wjellington were so judi- 
cious, that, during the month he lay behind his lines, the efiective 
strength of his array in proportion to its total numbers had won- 
derfully increased ; in fact, there was no sickness of any im- 
portance, and above one half of those stated as sick iu the mili- 
t t^ry returns were convalescents, who were very considerately 
detained at Belem) and the other hospitals, until they had com- 
pletely gained their strength so as to bear the fatigue <>f marching, 
and of the other duties of the field. 

Much praise was also due to his lordship for his arrangements 
respecting his allies; for, in addition to the Portuguese force, the 
Marcpiis de la Romana had also joined tlie allied army in their 
^ positions in front of Lisbon, with a considerable detachment of 
the Spanish army under his command; yet throughout the whole 
period during which these positions were occupied, every thing 
went on with the utmost regularity, and the most satisfactory 
precision, notwitlistanding that the force was thus composed of 
troops of various descriptions, and of different nations. 



Up to the eariy pert of December, ibe.eoeiiiy cootiiiiied Qaeir 
retreat, closely followed, as prudence and enterprise dictated, ky 
the Britifih army : aod about this period a detQcbmeot couh 
manded by General Gardanoe, and which had returned to So* 
breira Formosa, as If uowilUng to quit Portu^, thouglit proper 
to resume their march to the frontier, aod to enter Spain. 

So closely were they watched, however, that they had tio op- 
portunity of (brming any communication with the enemy's troops 
on the left of the Zezere, though at one time only three leagues 
distant from them. 

General Gardanne, indeed, seems to have had some particulac 
object in viei^, though it was frustrated by the different positioes 
of the British army ; for having lost some prisoners taken by a 
patrole, aod a party of the ordinaoza, which accompanied the 
honourable Lieutenant Colonel Ponsonby on a reconnoissance 
from Abrantes to the river Codes, it was understood that the 
enemy had made very particular inquiries respecting the positioa 
of Lieutenant General Hiirs corps, and the means which the 
allies possessed of crossing the Tagus at Abrantes; after which, 
having commenced their march from Cardieos towards Codes m 
the momiug, they retired a few hours after with great precipitap 
tion, and continued their retreat in the same manner until th^ 
reached the frontier. 

In this retreat they were followed by the ordinanza, who not 
only did them much mischief, but succeeded in capturing a great . 
part of their baggage ; and so much were they harassed, even 
by this irregular force, that they destroyed many horaes and 
mules which could not keep up with 'them; and their whole 
inarch, as Lord Wellington droerved^ if it was ordered by {be 
supreme authority, and was connected with any other arrangeraeot, 
had every appearance, aod was attended by all theconsequence?^ 
of a precipitate aod forced retreat 

With respect to the main body of the enemy's army, however^ 
which vas still in front of the British positionat Cartaxo, no particle 
far altf ration took place up to the 15tb of December, except the de* 
iachii^ a body of cavalfy, consisting of four regiments, towania 
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Coimbra; but fiodiDg (hat town occupied by Oeoerat Bace1]ar, 
ibey booq retanied to their station in the rear of the ri^ht of 
tfaeir anny, which, from all the accouota brought in by prisooera 
and deserters, continaed to suffer severely ; whilst the British 
army, tiioa^ acting on the defensive, were in possession of as 
many comforts as were compatible with such a state of warfare. 

Santarem was at this period the head-quarters of the French 
array, (as Cartazo was of the British,) and they had about the 
22d of December been able to collect some boats on Uie Zezere, 
wer which river they had also thrown two or three bridges ; 
aod, towards the latter end of tlie month, those detachments 
which had retired from Lower Beira, in the early part of De- 
cember, crossed the Coa, and moved into the upper Beira, by the 
loads of Pinhel and Trancoso, and of Alverca and Celorico. 
This seems to have been something of a forward movement on 
the part of the enemy, but the whole force did not consist of 
norc than sixteen or seventeen thousand m^n. being partly Gar- 
danne^s division, with some other troops ; their progress, how- 
ever, was by no means rapid, and their advanced posts, even on 
the 22d, had not got further than Maceira, in the valley of the 
Meodego. 

Though Lord Wellington still deemed any active operations 
^ his part imprudent, yet he had made every disposition for 
active warfare, whenever it was practicable. Accordingly, in 
the latter end of the year, though General Silveira had retired 
with his division of troops to Mor Monto de Beira, yet he, and 
General Milter, and Colonel Wilson, were prepared to act across 
the Moodego, upon the flanks and rear of the enemy when oc- 
€ttion should require it* 

At the close of the year. Lord Wellington still pursued the 
same defensive warfare which had hitherto t>een so successful ; 
U)d although there were some appearances of a tarn of fortune 
in favour of the French, yet he was firm in adhering to his plan, 
and never for a moment doubted of its success. We cannot give 
a more faithful picture of events at this period, than from a 
lecent statement, which tells us that the ardour and activity of 
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Lord Welliofi:toQ< were suitable to the importance of the crkfo* 
He was very sparing la bis diet, and slept id his clothes. He 
was up every moruiog at four o'clock, and at five he rode out 
and visited his advanced posts.* 1 he noble enthusiasm with 
which he was actuaied was infused iojto his armj by sympathy. 
The whole country, indeed, was under arms. Every tlaxif> tt 
Lisbon was military. The city was garrisoned by marines from 
the English fleet ; and the garrisoo of Lisbon was sent to reinforce 
the army, which was also augmented l^ the arrival of 10,000 
Spaniards, under the Marguis of Romana. The greater part of, 
the British troops had arrived from Cadiz; and the seamen and 
marines were also landed from the fleet, to asost in worklnic, die 
guns in the batteries. The banks of the Ta^us, on the right ef 
the British lines, were flanked by the armed launches, and seven 
sloops of war were sent up the river ; whilst extensive works were 
raised on the south side of the 1 agus, to cover the river and 
protect the shipping. . On the same side of the river, too, the 
Peninsula, formed by a creek or small bay at Moita, near Aldea 
Gallega on the Tagus, and tt^e bay of St Ubes, was cut off 
from the French by a double line of fortifications, mounted with 
very heavy artillery, and manned, partly, by a body of 3.0fl0 
seamen; on account of which the French were prevented thsm 
advancing to Almada opposite to Lisbon, even if they should be 
able to cross the river, which at one time was supposed to be 

* If tlie French suffered fW>m prirfttion the British also were not vith- 
oat their inconTenienees ; hut the following extract from a military letter viQ 
ahow something of a soldier's life. 

« CartaxD, «9th Novcmher. The French Uke aU the vegetahlet and eat- 
ables they can carry away. We arc but poorly off here, and a good ded 
harassed. 8caiH>e a house is left in the countiy with a door or window shuttei*— 
Windows are out of the questjom A board or two serves for a table, and Ik 
is a lucky fellow who cin find a chair or stool to sit on j beds we do not pr^ 
sume to think of. Since we have left Lisbon, I have never taken off i 
than coat, stock, and shoes, and put on my boat cloak, and hairy cap, antf i 
glad if I can get a place to tie down dry, which has not always been the i 
We can get uothfaig but pur rations, except what comet from Xiiboit— We 
Bve cheap*" 

3 



ftelt intentioo: and oo that side of the TaguB were posted the 
corps of Generals Hill aod Beresford* 

Torres Vedras, however, formed the mam deface. This was 
the grand line, and Lord WeUingtoo himself lay at Cartaxo 
with the main body of the British army* 

Between these two great military forces wras the British fleet 
in the Tagus, ready to assist on whichever side the attack 
mi^ht be made, and to transport troops when necessary; so that, 
upon an emergency, a very considerable part of the whole force 
might be brought into action, even on the shortest notice. 

The whole of thi& scene is most imposing ; for though^ per^ 
haps, the allies were numerically superior to the Fretich, yet it 
must be recollected that a great part of their force was as yet 
very inefficient : but the whole of the two contending armies 
amounted at least to 180,000 men. 

The grand position of the allied army at Torres Vedras was a 
line of strongly fortified heights, extending from Alhandra on the 
Tagufl, to Torres Vedras, about thirty miles from Lisbon, and 
{lom thence to the mouth of the Sissandro. Behind these there 
were two other lines of trenches and redoubts, extending from 
Mafra, on the seacoast, to the Tagus. One of these, which was 
nearest to the fortified line of Torres Vedras in front, was capable 
of defence by 20,000 men ; whilst half that number was suf- 
ficient for the other. 

On all of these there was planted an immense number of artillery ; 
whilst redoubts were raised at Penich€, Obidos, and many 'other 
pinces. Even the hills were fortified; and, on the left of the 
position, the whole of the coast from Vimiera to the very moutfi 
of the Tagus, was studded with redoubts mounted with heavy 
artiOeiy. The right on the Tagus was flanked by the armed 
boats of the squadron. Mines were ready for springing in many 
places; and the whole country was one vast fortification, with 
about B0,000 men well arnted and well fed. 

Torres Vedras is of itself an old and insignificant town on the 
Oporto road from Lisbon, and is about two and twenty miles dis- 
tant from the capital. It stands in a valley, but' has some very 



InpoHtnt beigfaU in its Ticinltj; md piitkiihrij one codca| 
hill* which commaiids the town; and having the ndns of an old 
tower upon it, from thence gives a name to the place. 

It must, indeed, be a place of considerable andqnity; for 
even as early as the Roman dmes, when it was a colonial prsri- 
dSom of the people, it had the name of ^ Torres Yeteve8,^or 
i^OU Toners. 

Of the lines themselves, W^ may add, that the first line com- 
prehended thirty-two works, with aboat one hundred pieces of 
cannon, and 10,000 infantry. The second line was defieoded by 
dxty-five works, 15,000 infimtry, and about 200 pieces of ar- 
tillery: whilst the remainder of the army was ^ployed in 
keeping up the communication between the lines and the reserve. 
The grand total, on the Ist of November, 1810, being 107 dh- 
tinct fortified works, 28,490 infantry, and 444 canoM of all 
^zesl ! ! — works to which the labours of Hercules were but aa 
mole hills to mountains! 
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SECTION VIII. 



8i>atu;ih affairt— FaH of Tortoia—Death and character of the Marquia de U 
Roraana— Anecdotes of ditto— Defeat of General Mendizabel— Aaeedotea 
of military enterpriae — Affioraof Uadia&«-i:^pedilioa detached — Aneedotea 
of Sir Thomas Graham — Battle of Barrosa — Military anecdotes of dittos* 
Obaervations on Lord Wellington's polioj — DistreM and retreat of th« 
French army — Pursued by the British — Gallant affairs with the rear of the 
French — Defeat of Massena's rear guard at Pombal — Affair of Arron* 
ches — Further interesting delineations — Marshal Beresford blockadea 
Badi\}oz, and defeats the French at Campo Mayor— Anecdotes of the bat<* 
tie — Massena's rear guard defeated at Sabngal-— Blockade of Almeida — 
Attack and repulse of Massena at Faente d*Honor — CorioQs anecdotes of 
Don Julian, the famous Spanish guerilla — Retreat of the ganison of Al- 
meida — Battle of Albuera, and defeat of Soult— rGallantry of the Spanish 
soldiery— Siege of Badajoz — Two assaults fail — Lord Wellington raiset the 
fliege — Junction of the French armies— Lord Wellington blockades Ciu- 
dad Rodrigo— Raises the blockade— British rear guard repulses Marmoot— 
Attacks of the French on Fonte Guinaldo— French army repulsed at Aldaa 
de Fonte — Retreat of the French— Uoooura conferred on Lord Welling- 
ton— Gallant enterprise of Don Julian Sanchez— Governor of Ciudad Ro- 
drigo taken— Anecdotes of General Hill — Spirited attack and judietoils 
surprise of General Girard and his detachment, &o. &e. &c. 



THE year 1811 has, perhaps, produced more import^t 
eveats than aoy other of the struggle for lodependeDce in the 
Penioe^a. 

Oq Uie second day of the year General Sucjiet took posaession 
of Tortoaa, after a short siege and very ineffectual defence. It 
Is believed, indeed, that it might have held out a much longer 
dine, particularly as its situation near the mouth of the £bro 
Tendered it easy to afford it succours from the sea ; but its auc- 
render is one of those extraordinary events during this Spanish 
contest, which it is easier to lament than to account for. 

On the 23d of January Soult took possession of Olivensa; 
and the same day produced an events even more lamentable for 
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4he Spanish caose, k the death of the gaUant Manyib de. Im 
Bomaoa.^ * 

After the death of the marquis, hb corps devolved upon Men-. 

*lSord Wdlington expressed mi&eh sorrow for the death of the Marqob dc 
la Komana, who expired at Cartaxo, 'within the British lines, on the ^3d of 
January, after a short illness. He observed that his talents, his virtues, «»d 
his patriotisin, were weU known : that in him the Spanish army had lost iu 
brightest ornament : his oonntry ita most upright patriot ; and the world the* 
most strenuous and zealous defender of the cause of liberty; and bis .lordship 
tdded, that he should always acknowledge, with gratitude, the assistance 
which he had received fix>m him, as well by his operations as his counsel, frosn 
the time of his joining the allied army. 

Romana was a native of the islaBd of Majorca, and was bora at Palma, io 
l762, his name Don Pedro Caro y 8ureda, a grandee of Spain by descent ; 
and by subsequent services, grand cross of the royal Spanish order of Charles 
the Third, and captahi general of the Spanidi armies. 

After an education suitable to hit birth, during which he made a ra^l 
progress in the learned languages^ with the classica of which he was Cuai- 
Uarly acquainted, emulous of his father, who died glorious^ in the fielil 
of honour, iu the expedition to Algiers in 1775, he bcigan his military t$rpet 
in the marine guards of the royal Spanish navy, where he eontinued until the 
war of the French revolution, being then captain of a frigate. At this time 
he exchanged his services^ and became a colonel in the army of Navarre^ 
commanded by his uncle Don Ventara Caro^ then a lieuteoant general. 

His services were so important, and his abilities so transcendent, that h\ 
1801 he was appointed captain general of Catalonia, and president of the 
royal audiencia of that province ; in which capacity he found many oppor^ 
tonities of displaying his extensive knowledge and sound policy. He afie^ 
wards rose to be director general of engineers, and connselljor at war. 

The insidious plan which the tyrant of Kurope already cherished, led hiat 
to withdraw from Spain the Marquis de la Romana with her best troops. lis- 
the command of these the marquis dispUyed an intelligence which is well 
known, till the situation of his beloved country coming to his knowledge amid 
the snows of the north, from that moment he vowed to succour her^ surmount- 
ing, with that view, a thousand dangers and diffieulUes. 

On his arrival in Spain, by his conduct and military skill, he 6nally aiie- 
•eeded in driving the invaders from Gallicia, even tp their own astonish* 
ment, and to the surprise of all who knew the amaU means he had at \m di»> 
posal. 

As the recovery of the Spanish forces, which had been so bsidioudy drawn 
away by Bonaparte, forms a prominent feature in the history of the Spanisii 
revoldtAQo, the following anecdote will not be irrelevA^t. 
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dizabe), irho was sooo after detached upon a particolar service, 
bat was defeated oo the lOtb of Februa^, by Soult^ dear the 
river Geborah. 

Whilst the maio bodies of the hostile troops were laying in their 
irespective positions, some events tool place la the south which 
deserve particular notice ;* and an important era in the Spanish war 

- Whilst the Marquis de la Komana and hii troops were in Denmark, they 
vere kept in profound ignoranee of the iitoation of their native conntiy, and 
of the glorious event) which had taken place there, notwithstanding the 

' various attempts which had been made on the part of the British naval com- 
mander, Sir Richard Keats, to communicate the tidings to him, and to con- 
cert the means of escape fen* himself and troops. At length an enterprising 
lientleman was found, an ecclesiastic, in whojo honour, knowledge and good 
tense, the firmest confidence could be placed. This gentleman, disguised as 
a trader of the humblest description, went by way of Heligoland to the place 
where the marquis and his troops were confined, having encountered sudi 
difficulties in his progress as required the utmost caution, patience, and forti* 
tude. At length he 'overcame all obstacles; and, baring ascertained the per- 
86n of the marquis, he was obliged to watch incessantly for an opportunity of 

-' addresung him, without exciting the suspicion of the numerous spies bj 
whom he was surrounded' This agent at last was obliged, as if by accident* 
to jostle the marqnis in the street, in order to attract his attention ; and, 
having done so, he apologized as if ignorant of his rank, and concluded with 
oflfbring to sell him some excellent coffee. The marquif treated this offer 

' -with contempt, and ugnified that ho supposed be was speaking to a amuggUr* 
The priest, however, persevered in recommending his coffee ; and in the 
cfOurse of the conversation, took an opportunity of intimating that he was not 
a smuggler but a gentleman. ** Well soon see to that,*' said the marquis, and 
then asked him if he could speak Latra The priest answered in the affirma- 
tive, and a conversation ensued apparently about coffee, as the gestures of 
both were intendedto deceive aO who might observe ihem. The marquis 
was then duly informed of every thing that had oceurred in Spain, of the 
assistance which the British government had rendered, and of its readiness 
to adopt any measure that was wacticable, to effect the rescue of himself and 
his troops, that they might join their heroic countxymen in resisting the vile 
atfeinpU of France to enslave them. , 

The rest of A« measurea neaesaary for (he attainment of the object in 
Tiaw, and its final success, are well known. 

• An expedition hsviog beendetenAined upon by the Spanish government, 
to which lieutouoit General Graham, theu at Cadiz, had cooseotecT to give 
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T^as 00 V approaching, which seeind to have beenforeeeeB aiidpi«r 
vided for by Lord WelliogtoD, in his admirable xLefeosivie m- 

hU personal MsUtande, together with that of a epiuidenible portion of ^ 
troops under his command, (tear Admiral Sir Richard Keata proceeded to. 
afford all the assistance in his power, when a hody of upurards of three th0«- 
sand troops, including cayaliy, with Yarious military stares and proTisioas* 
were embarked on board of Britisli and Spanish men of war^ and as soaaj 
transports as could be oolleoted belonging to the two nations. With thcR 
there were seven thousand Spanish troops embarked, and the whole were 
assembled in the bay of Cadiz, on the 20th of Februar?, waiting Cor a£jnMtr« 
able opportunity to proceed into the Straits of Gibraltar, with a View to 
force a landing between Cape Trafalgar, and Cape de Plata at TariSa* or ai 
Algeziras in failure of the two former places. 

General LaTenas was the commander in chief of the expedition; aadhis 
object was to unite the Spanish forces at San Roq.de, with his own amj^in 
cffder to make a combined attack on the rear of the enemj'a lines at Cadiz. 
It was also intended that the British fleet should assist in some demooitra- 
tions, and in an attempt to open a communication from Cadiz to the ad> 
Tanoing army. 

On the evening of the ^iOth, it being conceived, from the appearance of the . 
weather, that the Spanish part of tlie foree would be able .to get out on the 
afternoon and night of the 2l8t, the BtHtish detachment and squadron, under 
the command of Captain Bi*ace of the navy, put to sea accordiagiy ; andl 
with the exception of one transport, got into the struts ; but it being itapnc' ' 
ticable to make a landing either in the vicinity of Cape Trafalgar or Tsrilta, 
Captain Brace proceeded to Algeziras, on the west side of the Bay of Gibral-' 
tar, where General Graham and the troops were landed. 

The little army immediately marched for Tariifa ; but as the roads were 
impracticable for carriages, the artillery, provisions, stOKs, See. were con- 
veyed thither in boats, notwithstanding the unfavourableness of the weather^ 
by the indefatigable exertions of the navy. 

It was, however, some days before the Spanish part of the expedition coild 
get out ; nor did they get to Tariffa until the 27th. 

On the S8th the combined army moved from TariflTa towards Bsrbaie, 
attended by such naval means as winds a^d weather would permit; and pre- 
parations were made by the fleet and garrison at Cadiz, and iiam^diatel/ 
acted upon, to menace the Trocadero and other points of the French lincjia 
order, as the army advanced, to favoi^ its operations, arrangements being 
made for a landing and real or feigned attacks as ciixumstances might delcc- 
mine; for which purpose the regiment of Toledo was embarked on board 
the British squadron. 

On the 1st of March General Zayas pushed across the river San Pdfij 
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mBUvreBy us he clearly and jadiciouBlj saw that the uatiirc ofthe 
Spanish territory, the naftiire of the warfare carried on io the 

iM«ir the eout : a ttrong T)ody of Spanish troops threw a bridge tcroas the 
rivery an<l formed a tete dn pent. It was, however, a post of too much im- 
portance for the enemj to leave it unmolested ; and accordingly it was at- 
tacked irith vigour on the nights of the 3d and 4th, when, though the as- 
siulants vrere ultimately repulsed, the loss of the Spaniards was very consi- 
domble. 

The vrinds and weather were now so tempestuous and unfavourable, that 
landing on any part of the neighbouring coasts waa extremely difficult, and a 
speedy re-embatkation, if necessary, almost impracticable ; in fact, even 
common'commtknication with the advancing allied army was considerably 
impeded by the heavy surf along the shore ; and the services of the Spanish 
regiment embarked being totally useless tl^ey were sent on shore. 

Informfttion was now received that the army was advancing, but the wea- 
ther on the 5th in the afternoon was too unsettled to admit of any co-opera- 
tion* 

The allied troops, after a night march of sixteen hours fi-om the camp 
nearVegar, arrived on the morning of the 5th of March on the low ridgp of 
Qttinrasa, about four miles to the southward of the river of San Petri. 

A-'Well condoeted and successful attack on the rear of the enemy's lines 
uearSan Petri by the vanguard of the Spanish army, under Brigadier Gene- 
ral Lttdrizabel, having opened the communications of the army with the Tslu 
4e liBon, GeiHsral Graham received directions from the Spanish General La 
Peuas to ioQOve down from the position of Barrosa to that of the Torre de 
BermefBf About half way to the San Petri river, in order to secure a commu- 
nication across the river, over which a bridge had been lately established . 
This latter position placed the British troops on a narrow woody ridge ; the 
righton the sea oliff, the left falling down to the Almanza creek, on the cd^^t^ 
ofthe marsh ; a hard, sandy beach giving an easy communication between the 
western points of these two positions. 

General Graham having halted his division on the eastern slope of the 
Barrosa height, he marched about noon through the wo^mI lownrds tl»c Ber- 
mesa, (cavalry patroles baring previously been sent towards Chiclona with- 
out meeting with the enemy,) but on the march he received ifitelligcnce tliat 
a large French force had appeared on thc^ plain, and was then advanciiig to- 
wards the heights of Barrosa. 

The general, considering that position as the key of San Pcti-i, immediately 
aonntermarohed in order to support the troops left for its defence ; and tlie 
order was obeyed by his gallant few with' such alacrity that he could not help 
i«gardingit as a favourable omen. In such difRcultand intricate .-round it was 
inpOMible to peesenre order In his cohimns of march ; and indeed he after- 
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Peninsula, and tlie protracted state of warfare, would in tliir 
produce oonsiderable advantage to the allied cause. 

wards eonfeised in his despatehes that there never vaa.tiiiie $ar reatoring it 
entirelj, for before he could get his detachment (jnite diaentangled frmB the 
wood, the troops on the Barrosa hiU were seen retomsng from it» whOst t^ 
left wing of the enemy was rapidly ascending; and at the same time hia 
tight wing stood on the plain, on the edge of the wood, within cannon shot. 

With the utmost coolness and precision General Graham refleeted^ that a 
retreat in the face of sach an enemy, already within reach of the eaay eom- 
munication by the sea beach, must have involved the whole allied, army ta all 
the danger of being attacked during the unavoidable confusion Of the'ififferebt 
aorps arriving on the narrow ridge of Bermesa, uearly at the same thne ; 
therefore, trustiag to the known heroism of British troops, regardTesa of 
the numbers and position of the enemy, he determined, with rtipid jodgmeiit, 
en an immediate attack. 

Major Duncan of the artillery soon opened a powerful battery of ten gons 
in the centre. Brigadier General Dilks, with the brigade of guards ; Lieute- 
nant Colonel Browne's (of the 28th) flank battalion; Lieutenant Colonel ^t«^ 
GOtt's two companies of the 2d rifle corps, and Major Acheson, with a pa\t «f 
the 67tli foot, (separated from the regiment in the wood,) Ibrmed on ^ 
right. 

Colonel's Wheatley's brigade with three companies of the Coldstream 
guards, under Lieutenant Colonel Jackson, (separated fikewise firom h» bat- 
talion In the wood,) and Lieutenant Colonel Barnard's flank battalion formed I 
on the lefu 

As soon as the infantry was thus hastily got together, the guns advanced 1» 
a more favourable position, and kept up a most destructive fire. 

The right wing proceeded to the altack of General Hofin's divison on the 
hill, while Lieutenant Colpnel Barnard's battalion, and Lieutenant Coknel 
Bushe's deuchmentof the 20th Portuguese, were warmly engaged with dtt 
enemy's tirailleurs on the left. 

General Laval's division of the French army, notwithstanding the havoc 
made by the British artiHery, continued to advance in very impoaiDg masses, 
opening his Are of musketry ; and was not checked until the British leH 
wtn» advanced, firing, when a most determined charge by the three com- 
panies of the guards, and the 8'(h regiment, supported by all the remaiil- 
derof the wing, decided the defeat of General Laval and his division. 

The eagle of the f^th regiment of French light infantry, which upon tins 
oceasion suffered severely, and a howitzer, were the reward of this gaOaat 
charge, being taken po^ssion of by Major Gough of the 87th, whilst the 
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T*l]€ stAtc of the hostile ftnnks, at the commeDcement of tlic 
year 1811, has been admirably drawn by a cotemporary his- 
toriao, who observed that the retreat of Maseena from his ad* 
ysLOce. upoD the British lines at Torres Vedras back to Santa- 
real, at the close of the preceding year, had produced excessive 
* jdy «md eoDgrataiatku at home, as bis immediate and further 
retreat was then looked for with certainty. 

It soon appeared, however, that he had established himself iw 

;^tjtaek -wns zealoasly sujgported bj Colonel Belson, -with the S8th regiment, 
and I^e utenat Colonel Pi-evost, -with a part of the 67th. 
• ^otbing could stop the impetuosity of these gaflant fellows, who, rdshing 
en» soon obliged a reserve formed beyond the narrow Talley, aerosf which 
tjie fiiiexnj waa closely pursued, to share the same fate, they being routed b> 
aseeond charge. 

Nor was the right wingof the British less successful. On that side, the enemy, 
coci^dcnt of success, met General Dilks on the ascent of the hill, and the 
.coBteat wBs sanguinary; but the undaunted persererance of the brigade of 
^goardfly of Lieutenant Colonel Browne's battalion, and of lieutenant Colonel 
^orGott'% and Mjyor Acheson's detachment, overcame every obstacle, and 

General liufiji's division was driven from the heights in confusion, leaving 

two pieces of eaanon.** 

** In this brilliaiit action, the fire was hotter than ever remembered by . 
the oldeat soldier ; scarcely an officer escaping without some mark of shot. 
tCileiieral Graham was himself pierced in the coat in two places ; many of 
the colonels had their horses wounded, and Lieutenant Colonel Colquitt, of 
the guards, was shot through the sleeve of his coat by a musket ball, and a can-' 
non shot literally touched his saddle, while he was in the act of dismonntbg to 
pass a ravine. 
A. private letter sutcd :— 

*' Our fellows had marched 22 miles that da^, and were just taking refresh- 
ment, when a peasant came to General Graham and told him the French 
were coming round a wood (o surprise him, on whidi General Graham 
farmed his tittle army with admirable precision. When the enemy appeared 
in sight, General Graham rode up in front of the guards, 87th regiment, 
German Legion, and Portuguese cavalry ; and, waving his hat, exclaimed, 
« "Now my lads there they are— spare your powder, but give them steel 
enough !' on which the column gave three cheers, and as the French neared^ 
tUem gave their volley, and made so animated a charge, that in an hour the 
enemy were put Kort du cotnbat, and with the p|vmpt assistance of the rifle 
«orps, aii4 other British regiments, diapers^ in all dii^ectiens. 
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his new pogition, thereby shoiriog his retreat to SaQlatem to be 
perhaps little more than a feint, or at least merely rendered cr* 
cessary by the devastation of that district, which his oaineroixs 
army had so long occupied. 

Indeed, early in 1811 Lord Wellington received intelligeoce 
that cdnsiderable reinfortements, to tlie amonnt of 15,000, were 
coming to him, bringing with them extensive supplies; and that 
although the Portuguese General Silviera had attempted Co Inter- 
rupt their march, still he had only been able to harass them in a 
small degree, and was even himself compelled to abafidoobis ob- 
ject after a smart action in which he was beaten. 

It has been noticed, that for some time after Massena received 
this reinforcement the desertions from his army were much less 
frequent, nor did the accounts even ogf those who came away pre^ 
sent such horrid pictures of distress and famine. 

From all this it was easy to conjecture that the French army 
must have received a considerable supply of provisloDB; burl 
still Lord Wellington knew that the additional kace which sh^ 
companied them must m the end increase their eoBSttfoption, and 
hasten the retreat of the whole, from sheer famine, provided lie 
could avoid a general action. With this object ifl view, tiien, 
did lie quietly occupy his lines at Torres Vedras, sikntly ex* 
pecting that period which should again put the Fseoeh amy in 
motion. 

The French army, being no longer able to remain in the post* 
tions which it had so long occupied at Santarem and its vicioityv 
began to retire on the night of the 5th of March, when Lord 
Wellington on the following day, at an early hour, put die whole 
British army in motion to follow thenu 

Thdr first movements indicated an intention to collect a force 
at Thomar; he, therefore, marched upon that town, on the 8th, 
a considerable body of troops formed of a part of Manual Sir 
^William Beresford's corps, under Major General the honourable 
William Stewart, which had crossed the Tagus at Abrantes and 
afterwards the Zezere, and of the 4th and 6th, and part of the 
first divisions of infantry, and two brigades of British cavaliy. 
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ITlie enemy, however, cootiBued theii march towards the Moo- 
dego, haviog one corps <mibe road to fispiobal ; General Loiaoa'a 
diviaioo od the road of Aociao ; and the remunder of their army 
towards PombaL These last were followed, and nerer lost sight 
of> by the Might division, the royal dragoons, and let hussars, 
vbo aoDoyed them so closely as to take about two hundred pri* 
sooeffs. 

Ou the dth of March the enemy collected in front of Pombal 
a conaideiable force, amoundog to three divisions of their army ; 
boi eveo this they were not permitted to do unmolested; for the 
hussars, which, with the royal dragoons and light division were 
iflomediately in their front, distinguished themselves much in a 
rhHji:tr which they found a favourable opportunity of making, 
uoder Ihe command of Colonel Arenschildt. 

So rapid, indeed, had been the movements in advance of the 
pvrsuiog army, that a detachment of the 16th light dragoons un- 
diff* Liietttenant Weyland, which had been in observation of the 
coBiny near Leyria, made prisoners a detachment consisting of 
thkty' dragoons on that morning: and had followed the enemy 
fron Leyria, and arrived on the ground just in time to assist 
theb friends the hussars in their chM;ge. 

O'haiigh apart of the British army was so for in advance, yet 
liord Wdlingtofci could not collect a sufficient body of troops to 
commence any serious attack upon the enemy before the 11th,* 
when a considerable force was brought up including the light divi- 
sions of infantry aad all the British cavalry ; all of which joined 
upon the ground immediately in front of the enemy, who had com- 
moner their retreat from their position during the night. 

The enemy now made an attempt to hold the ancient castle of 
Pombal, but were driven from it by the advance under the com- 
mand of Major Generals Sir William Erskine and Slade; but a 
stwng corps of the enemy under General Montbrun was enabled 
to hold the ground on the other side of the town, as our troops had ^ ' 

* Qa this veiy daj, the 14 th of March, Badajoz fumndered to Marsbnl 
SoQlt, after a itrj h«noiirable reautanee. 
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not arriTed io tfane to completie the dbpoutioDS far the atlwk 
before it was dark. 

Io the Dight of the nth the eoemy retired; aod oo the 12th 
the sijsth corps of their amy, with General MootbraD's cav^diy^ 
took up a stroog positioB at the end of a defile between Redinha 
aod Porobal, with their right io a wood upou the Lenta Eirex^ 
aod their left exteodiog towards the highgprouod above the xirwr 
of Redinha. This town was in the rear. 

Lord Wellington immediately led to the attack, with the divi- 
rions of light infantry, General Pack's brigade, and thecaralry { 
the other troops being in reserve. 

The post in the wood upon their right was first forced by Sir 
William Ersliioe irith the light dividon, when his lordship waa 
enabled to form the British troops in the plain beyood the defile^ 
and the division under General Pictoo was formed in two hoes Io 
the skirts of the wood upon the right By the other disposi^ooa 
for the main attack, General Cole's division was In two lines in tht 
centre, having General Pack's brigade supporting their right, aod 
the light division in two lines on their left. These again were 
supported in the rear by the British cavalry, and three oAier 
divisions of infantry in reserve. 

The whole of the troops were thus formed with great accuracy 
and alacrity, and Lieutenant General Sir Brent Spencer led tlie 
line against the enemy's poshioo on the height, from which they* 
were immediately driven, with the loss of many men killed aod 
wounded, and some prisoners. 

Thus far their defeat was complete; but as there was only one 
narrow bridge, and a ford dose to it, over the Bedinha river, 
over which the British light troops actually passed with the 
enemy, and these passages at the same time were commanded by 
the French artillery, sometime elapsed befiwe a sufficient uundber 
of troops conld be passed ov^er to make a fresh disposition to ^ 
tack the heights in whkh they had again taken post A division^ 
however, passed over; and, by manoeuvring upon their flanks, 
obliged them to retire upon their main body at Condeixa. 

Even there they were pursued ; and on the 13th Lord Wei* 
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UqgtOQ obBerred them tending off their baggage; and, jad^Dg 
from their movesieiits that thej felt themselves hard pressed, he 
immediately marched a divisioa uoder Major General Ficton 
throtigh the mountains upon their left, towards the only road 
open lor their retreat, which had the tratant effect of dislodging 
them from their strong position at Coodeixa : after which a com- 
mtmieation was opened with Coimbra, and a detachment of ca- 
vabry taken prisoners. A considerable part of the enemy's force 
w9B found in a very strong position at Casal Nova the next 
morning, bntthe light infantry drove in their outposts; and as 
•Lord Wellington perceived that he could only dislodge them by 
movements upon thdr flanks, a series of movements to that 
effect were immediatply put in force, which obliged them to 
abandon all the positions which they successively attempted to 
take in the mountains ; the whole of their rear guard, consisting 
of two corps d'arm€e, being thus driven back upon the main 
body at Miranda de Corvo, upon the river Esa, with a con- 
riderable loss of killed, wounded, and prisoners. 
■The Result of these spirited and well-timed operations was the 
saving of Coimbra and Upper Beira from their hostile ravageri 
whilst a communication was opened with the northern provmces, 
and the enemy themselves were obliged to retreat by the road to 
Ponite de Marceila; in which route Lord Wellington expected 
that the nnlitia would be able to annoy them in flank, whilst the 
atUed army should press upon their rear. The whole country, 
indeed, afforded many advantageous positions to a retreating 
army, of which, as bis lordship candidly observed, they showed 
that they knew how to avail themselves : but they were obliged 
to retreat in one solid mass, covering their rear in every march 
by tlie qierations of a strong rear guard in the various strong 
poritioDt they might fall in with ; and so great were the incon- 
veniences and difficulties connected with this mode of retreat, 
that before they quitted their position they were obliged to 
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destroy a part of their caqdoo and aramaintioD, aod afterward» 
to Wow up much which their hones could not carry away.* 

On ^e 14tb the ctivinoosof Generals Ck>le and NigbtSof^akr 
joined at Espinhal; and this moremetit affording Lord Weltog- 
ton the means of turning the enemy's et^'ong poeitioD at Miiaoda 
de Corvo, they abandoned it that very night, destroying « great 
number of carriages, burying and otherwise destroying or i»ii- 
cealing the ammunition which they had carried, and also mvLuk 
of. their baggage; whilst their road of march was strewed with 
the carcasses of men and animals, and the wreck of thdr equip- 
ments. 

On the 15th his lordship found the enemy's whole army In « 
very strong position on the river Ceira, having one corps, as an 
advanced guard, iu front of Foy d'Aronce on the hither side of 

* Lord WelUagtoii observed that thej had no provisions exeept vhat they 
had plundered on the spot ; or having plundered, what the soldiers carrisd oa 
thehr backs, and some live eattle. He added that their conduct throughout 
Ihe retreat was marked by a barbarity seklom equaned, and never sarpassiied. 
Etcd in the towns of Torres Novas, Thonwu*, &c. in which the head-^oafcten 
of some of the corps had been for (bur monthsy and in which the inhabitMits 
had been induced by promiaes of good treatment to remain, these poor |i«o- 
ple were yet plundered and many of their houses destroyed on the first la^fA 
of the enemy withdrawing from their pontion ; after which they bonwd 
every town through whieh they paswd. Even the eonveot of Aleobaca was 
burnt by orders from head-quarters ; the Uahop'a palace, and the whole towa 
of Leyria, in which General Drouet had had his head -quarters, shai«d Ihe 
same fate ; and there was not an inhabitant of the country, of any class cr 
description, who had any dealings or oommunieation with the French army, 
without having reaami to complain of then* treatment. 

This is the mode, adds his lordship, in whieh the pcomises have heenperw 
formed and the assurances have been fulfilled^ which were held out* in the 
proclamation of the French commander in chief; in which he told t^^ in. 
habitants of Portugal that he was not oome to make war upen them* but whh 
a powerful army of one hundred and ten thousand men, to drive the English 
into the sea. It is to be hoped^ he cootinnea, that the ejcample of what hm 
occurred in this country, will teach the people of Portugal and other oatiaa^ 
what vahie they ought to place on such promises and assurances, and that 
there is tio security for life, or for any thing which renders life valuabU^ 
eKoeptbg decided reosttt&oe to the enemy. 
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the mer. He inmieditteljr made arrangemeDtB to drive b tfait 
pott, prepfliratoiy to the moyemeDts which it might be expedient 
lo make to croee the Geir'a the next morniog, when the different 
^etaclraiekita performed a iramber of masterly evokitiODs in a dif- 
fieah eouotry, successively drivingin their posts; but as a bea^ 
fog Imd presented the army from moving until a late hour in the 
ipoTBjog, it was dark by the time they had gained possession of 
the last position of the advanced gu^d* In the night, however, 
4he whole French army retreated, having destroyed the bridge 
on the Ceira, and left otAj a small rear guard on that river. 

The losses of the British army in these several attacks were 
trifling in the extreme ; and tlie enemy continued their retreat 
during the remainder of the month towards the frontier, Mas- 
4ena feeling himself obliged to facilitate liis various movements 
by the abandonment of his wounded, the destruction of baggage, 
and whatever could be conndered as an encumbrance. 

The British army still continued in advance and harassing 
them upon every occasion, but not sufficiently strong to attempt 
any general attack. Indeed, in a country thuli plundered by a 
retreating army, the pursuers must inevitably meet with con- 
siderable difficulties, and although, when Lord Wellington found 
that the enemy retreated with great celerity from Moita, lie 
continued the pursuit with the cavalry and the light iniiauitry,yet he 
was induced to halt the remainder of the army till the supplies 
which had been sent round from the Tagus to the Mondego 
could arrive. In fact, this halt was, the more desirable, as 
nothing could be found in the country, and every day's march 
increased the distance from the magazines in the Tagus, thereby 
rendering the supply of the troops more difficult and pre- 
carious. 

Thus the cavalry and light troops continued to annoy the 
caemy*8 rear, and a number of prisoners were taken; whilst 
the detached corps of the army and of the main Spanish force 
were enabled to attack with success the various detacbonnts of 
the French army. 

lo this forced retreat, Massena was obliged to march by a^ 
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roiled ver7 confined; aod his plan of devastation did not extend 
moie than a league in diameter; sudi was the viFacity aod 
promptitude with which he was pursu^ ! 
Indeed^ to set on fire thus, and destijogr the places thioiigb 

Jhich he passed, was neither a proof of tranquillity of spirit, or 
le effect of a good retreat; and was nothing but the residt of 
the desperation of his heart; tbeeflM of that degree of cmcltgr 
and degradation to which the French hosts have arrived. A 
few companies in his rear were soffident lo set all the places oa 
fire through which they passed; but in manj pbcea the puiuif^ 
troops extinguished the fires a few minutes after these barbariaos 
had kindled them. 

Sir William Beresford was also particularly active; and, 
having united his whole, force at Portalegre early in April, sue* 
ceeded in an attack of the enemy at Campo Mayor under 
the famous Mortier, obliging them to retire across the Qua^aoia 
with a very considerable loss.^ 

Late in March the allied army under Lord Wellingtoo wes« 
collected id the viciui^ aod in front of Celorico, with a view to 

* A letttf from an olBccr after th« aelkui ajrt : 

** Teiterday a French captain of dragoons brongfat over a trompet, ic« 
quetting permission to search among the dead for his colonel— his regiment 
was a ftoe one, with bright brass helmets, and black horsehair^ exactly Uke 
what the old Romans are depicted with'— many of us went out with hiro^lt 
was tmly a hloodj scene, being almost aU sabre woandss the slain were aS 
■ naked, the peasants having stripped them in the ni^t. It was long baftaa- 
we could find the French colonel — he was lying on his face, hit naked bo^ 
weltering in blood { and, as loon as he was' turned up, the officer knew hijo^ 
gave a sort of scream, and sprung off hia horse, dashed his helmet on the 
ground, knelt by the body, took the bloody hand and kissed it many timea la 
an agony of grief: it was an affecting and awful scene. 

'< 1 suppose there were about 600 naked dead bodies lying on the groppd at 
one Tiew— the French colonel was killed by a corporal of the ISth; this cor- 
poral had Ulled oue of his men, and he was so enraged that he salfied out 
himself and attacked the corporal, who was weH mounted and a |^)od 
swordsman, as was the colonel himself- hath defended for some time, iSbm 
corporal cut him twice in the face, his helmet came off at the second* whea 
the cof|loral slew him by a cut which nearly cleft \fa skull asunder^ outtbg ta 
ai deep as the nose throo^ the brain." 
1 
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dklodge the eoemj from the jpontioD which he had taken upoo 
Gnarda; and on the 29th a large proportion of the Brltiih force 
haviag advanced in five columns) supported by the reserve and 
the Portuguese militia, the French army alnmdoned thfeir position 
without firing a shot, and retired upon Sabugal, on the banks 
of the Coa, followed by the cavalry, who took many prisoners : 
several successive and successful attaclu taking place upon their 
rear by the cavalry and horse artillery. 

Early in April the French army occupied a position on the 
Upper Coa, having their right at Eovina, and guarding the ford 
of OepoiUa de Coa with a detachment at the bridge of Ferrerias : 
and their left at Sabugal, with a corps at Aifayates. 

The right of the British army Was opposite Sabugal, and the 
left at the bridge of Ferrerias, nearly in contact with the enemy's 
rfgbt- 

. Id this poeidon Lord Wellington determined upon an attack 
upon tlie rear guard ; and, as a preparatory step, ordered the 
Portuguese militia under General Trant and Colonel Wilson to 
oposa the Coa below Almeida, for the purpose of threatenit^ the 
communication of that place with Ciudad Rodrigo and the 
enemy's army. 

In this attack there were some difficulties to surmount, for the 
river Coa is difficult of access throughout its whole course : and 
the podtlon which the enemy had taken was very strong, and 
could only be approached on the left. I'he troops were there- 
fore put in motion on the morning of the 3d of April, to turn the 
enemy's left above Sabugal, and to force the passage of the 
bridge of that town, with the ' exception of a small force 
which was left to observe the French posts at the bridge of 
Ferrerias. 

The enemy's rear guard were in a strong position, with their 
right upon a height immediately above the bridge and town of 
Sabugal, and their teft extending along the road to Aifayates, to 
a height which commanded all the approaches to Sabugal, 4b>m 
the fords of the Coa, above the town. It was intended to turn 
the left of this corps; and accordingly the light division and 
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the cavalry under Major Generate Sir William Erakine and 
Slade were to cross the Coa at two fo^ds od Ibeir right, a di- 
▼isioo under Gc^neral Picton at a ford on the left, and the artil- 
krj at the bridge of SahujgaL 

A tuigade of the light division were the first that crdeaed the 
Coa, with two squadrons of cavalry; when part of the 05tfa, 
with some Portuguese, and supported by the 43d re^ment, drove 
in the enemy's piquets ; but at this moment a storm of rain 
came on which rendered it impossible to see any thiag, when 
these gallant troops, having pushed on in pursuit, came upon 
the left of the main body, which it had been intended tbey 
should turn. 

In consequence of this the light troops were driven back npon 
the 43d regiment; and as soon as the atmosphere became clear, 
the enemy having perceived that the body which bad advanced 
were not strong, attacked them in a solid column, suf^rted by 
cavalry and artillery. These troops, however, repulsed this attack, 
and advanced in pursuit upon the enemy's position, where they 
were attacked by a fresh column on their left, and were chai^d 
by the French hussars upon their right. On thb they retired 
and took post behind a wall, from which post they again repulsed 
the enemy; and advanced a second time in pui'suit of them, and 
took from them, a howitzer. They were, however, attacked 
by a fresh column with cavalry, when they retired to their post, 
where they were joined by the other light brigade. Witli this 
accumulation of force, they again advanced to the attack, when 
they were attacked by a fresh column with cavalry, wluch 
charged tlieir right, and obfiged them to take post in an 
enclosure upon the top of the height, from whence thej could 
protect tlie howitzer which the 40th had taken, and from thb tbey 
again drove back the enemy. 

The French were now making arrangements for a fresh attack 
upon this post, which Colonel Beckwith and his party had so 
gallaotly defended, and had actually moved a column upoo the 
leit, when the light infantry of General *Picton's brigade, pup- 
ported by the honourable General Colville with his brigade, opened 
their fire upon them. 
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"At the same moment tlft^ hend of Mtjor "Geoeral Dunlo^^s 
colunin'cjtossed the bridge of the Coa« and ascended the heights 
OD the right flank of the eoemy; and the <^vahy at the aame 
time appearing im the high grodnd io rear of their left, the whole 
of the enemy's fo^ce imme<Ua(^lf retired across the bills towards 
Rondo, fearing tlie howitzer in the possessioa of those who had 
so gallantlj gained and preserved it, and about two hundred 
killed on the ground, with six officers and tliree imodred pri- 
soners lefl in the hands of the allied army.* 

Fiodiog themselves (Ims cloecl^ harassed, the enemy coo- 
tinned their retreat during all the succeedii^ night and the nest 
morning; and entered on the frontiers of Spain on the 4th, thus 
leaving Portugal free. They conti|(ued their retreat, and crossed 
the Agueda a ftw days after ; whilst the allied army took up 
their position upon the Duas Casas, a post which General Craw* 
ford had occupied with his advanced guard during the latter part 
of the preceding siege of Ciudad Rodrigo; and the advanced 
posts were soon pushed as far forward as the banks of tlie 
AguMa* 

liord Wellirtgtoo, about tlit latter end of April, having made 
arrangeaients fbr the blockade of Almeida, and having reason to 
believe that the enemy's army would not be in a situation for some 
time to attempt the relief of that fortress, even If they should be 
so incliAed, took the advantage of this momentary dtscontlnuance 

* In nafirangthe ooearreBOes of this daj,,Lord Welliogton observed, that 
itthou^ the operaflODa were, through ttnatoidable accidents, not performed m 
ibemaDD^ir intended, yet' that he considered the action fooght by the light 
diyiaion, hy Colonel BeckMtlth's brigade principally, wkh the vhole of the 2d 
dividon of the French army, to be one of the most glorioos that British troops 
were ever engaged in. . 

It was impassible, l|a added, ^or any officer 4o conduct himself with mor« 
abiHty and gallantry than Colonel Beckivith. The action was cpmrnenced by 
an nnavoidahle accident to' which all operatiotii are liable ; hut having been 
eommencad, it would hate been impossible to withdraw from the grooiu) 
without riskhigthe loss of the objecVof ^e general movements; and it was 
dedrahieto obtain pos ses sion, if possible, of the top of the hill, from which 
the enemy had made so many attacks with advantage, on the first posllsdn 
Uken up by the 43d re^ment. 

.12 
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of acCire operatidus with respect to liis owu arnij, to proceed toif 
Estremaditra to the corps under Sir William Bereefoi;^. In abort, 
his active miod was eyexjrvbere, and^e sbrui^ from no fatigue 
or privation to have bia person everywhere ako. 

With $ir William's army bt ftKuud every thing in an active 
state, and a systeoi of desuifpry warfbre constantly carrying oo 
to the great annoyance of the enemy. 

.The operations of tliis early part of the campaign niky thus 
be considered as decisive : and the bfilliaut tmccesses o^the 
allied army were celebrated by every demonstration of j(^ which 
could mark the gratitude of the Portuguese for the exertions of 
the British troops in their behalf, and the general satisfaction 
inspired by the salvation of jUieir country. 

Te Deuni was sung in all the churches; the city of Lisbon was 
splendidly "illuminated; and, in addition to the general popular ex- 
pression, the regency sent the most complimentary addresses to 
Lord Wellington and Sir William Beresford. One great object 
of Lord Wellington, in his visit to the army in Ei^treroadura, was 
to superintend the arrangements for the siege of Badajoz by 
Marshal Beresford's army ; and this being adiomplisbed, he ' 
set oiT again on his return to his own troops on the banks of the 
Agueda and Coa; about which time the town of Olivenzat 
after some spirited attacks, had surrendered to Major General 
Cole. 

The gallant alTair of Fuentb D'Homor was nbw approach- 
ing ; it is necessary, therefore, to enter a little more int«^ detail* 
on the anterior movements of the two armies; the affair J[}eing id 
itself so critical, as at one time to have gii^n considerable ad- ■ 
vantages to the French had they known how to profit of them ; 
but all ot which were immediately retrieved by the skill of the 
British general, and the gallantry of his army. 

On tiie 2d of May the enemy's whofe force, consisting of three 
corps c'Arm^c, and all the cavalry which they could possibly 
c.Ucct in Castile and Leon, including about nine hundred of the 
•iOiperial guard, crossed the Agueda at Ciudad Rodrigo. 

As Lord Wellington's object in maintaining a position between 
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tbe Coa and ilie Agueda, after the enemy bad x^red from tfaf 
former^ was to blockade Almeida, which plac^, he had learnt by 
intercepted letters, and other isfoi^atioA, was ill supplied with 
provisions for its garrison; and, as the enemy was infinitely su- 
perior to the British army in cavahy, he did not give any oppo- 
sition to their march, and they passed the Azava on the evening 
mentioned, in the neighbourhood of Gallegos. 

On the 3d in the morning, they continued tlicir march in three 

columns, towards Dua^ Casas; two of which proceeded to the 

yicinity of Alameda and Fort Conception, and the third, consist- 

- ing of the whole of the cavalry, and two other corps of infantry, 

proceedmg straight forward. 

The allied army had been cantoned along the river Duas 
Casas, and on the sources of the Azava ; the light division* being 
at Gallegos and fispeja. This last fell back upon Fuentcs 
^^Honor, a village on the Duas Casas, ^th the British caraliy, 
in proportion as the enemy advanced, and the Ist, 3d, and 7th 
divisions were collected at that place ; and the 6th division, under 
Major General Campbell, observed the bridge at Alameda ; 
vrhilst Major General Sir William Erskiue, with the 5th division, 
was at the passages of the Duas Casas, at Fort Conception, and 
Aldea IJ'Obispo. Brigadier General back's brigade, with the 
Queen^s regiment, kept Jlie blockades of Almeida; and^Lbrd * 
WeUuigton prevailed on the gallant partizan, Don Julivn Sanches^, 
lo occupy Nave d*Avar with his corps of Spaoish cavahry and 
infantry. ^ 

The light division were moved in tlie evening ?to jcAo General 
Campbell, upon finding that the enemy were in' strength in that 
quarter and they wer; brought baclj^ again to Fueutee D'Honor . 
on the morning of the 5tfa, when it was fomd thfl^ a,Con)8 of &e 
enemy had proceeded to sti;cngthen their left^ \ * • 

Shortly dler the enemy had formed on the ^obnd on the 
right of the Duas Casas, in the afternoaa of tlie 3d^ they attaipk^ 
the^iUag^of Fuentes with a vmy lai^«for«e; biit it' was de- 
fended in the m$te^ gatlapt manner by a much ioferfoir ^uiflKr, 
who maiotaiAfd their po^itMn'^h* great penjtTrrand?,- wten 
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hard WelliogtoD, whoce eye was emgyfrbete^ h^^iag observed 
the repeated elTortB which the emmj were makiog to obtaio yo^ 
sesdon of the Tillage, and beiiig fully awaie of the advafitage 
which they would derive from that poiaeeeioD in thdr aubaeqaeBt 
operations, immediately reinforced it in successioii with tiie 
70th, 70th, and 24tli regiments, when the lionourable liieuteatot 
Colonel Cadogan, at the head of the 7l8t, charged the aaaailMit^ 
and drove them from the part of the village of which they had 
obtained momentary possession. 

I^early at this time Lieutenant Colonel WilliaoBS, who cooh 
manded in advance, was wounded, and the command devfilvad 
upon Lieutenant Colonel Cameron of the 70th. The contest coo- 
tinued until night, when the British troops remained in posaesdoa 
of the entire village. 

Lord Wellington, judging that the 71 st and 79th regimeoU, 
with the 2d battalion of the 24th to support them, were saificiciit 
for the defence of the village, then withdrew the light uh 
fantry battalions and the 83d, for service in another part of his 
Ime. 

The enemy attempted nothing further on the 4lh than to te- 
couuoitre the positions which the British army had occupied on 
the Duas Casas river; and, during that night, they mo?ed Go- 
tieral Junot's corps from Alameda to the left of the posldon occu- 
pied by the 6th corps, opposite to Fuentes. From the courK of 
the reconnoissance of that day. Lord Wellington had imagined 
that the enemy would make another attempt to gain possessioD 
of Fuefttes DVonor, and of the ground occupied by -the 
troops behind that village, by croasing the Duas Casas at Poja 
Yelhoi heL therefore, in t]^e evening, moved Major General 
Houstoun^s division fii the light, in order, if possible, to protect 
that passage. 

On the morning of the 5th a large body of the endhiy appeared 
in two columqj^ with all the cavalry, on the opposite aide of the 
valley of fhe.Duas Casia to Poya Yelho ^ and as two other caipa 
of the French also made a movement to thftir le(^ the llghl divi* 
sion, irUch had been brought hackftoqi the vicini^ of Alameda» 
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enU with the cavalry noder Sir 9fttfletOD ji«tlo^ toimppoft, 
Cicoeral HoustouD^s diyiooa; whilst the.l%t and Sd' divisioos -of 
tlie Sritish made a ino¥eiQ«iit along th^ ridge Ibeureea the Tiiroii 
and I>uas Casas riven, correapoodiog fe that of the two oorps of 
die enemy. . " '. • . • 

With an eDeiD7 ^ soperior ia numhe^ the ^iiculfy^fi^de- 
feadiog so extended a line as tbaBrifish weif o^li^ed to occvpj, 
must have beeo very great; for had they fcUed 4q my ooe {lart ' 
of it, or attempted to concentrate, t£ey mttst haVe becd turned^ 
and, perhaps, defeated; itig not, therefore, too giuch to say* thai 
the prudence and prescience of Loiij Wellington, wilh^ respect toir 
every hostile movement, and the activity and aki^tness of the , 
troops in executing his counteracling manoBUvres, were more 
vrorthy of admiratiop od this occasion than cfvoxi the personal 
gaUaotry displayed hy all. 

The general action now commenced by Che 8th corps of the 
French attacking General Boustoun^s advanced guard coaaltting 
oi the 85th regiment under Major Mcintosh, and tjie^ 2d FortH-' 
guese Ca^adores under Lieutienant Colonel fpxoo. These corps, 
^ete shortly after ohUged to retire ; but tl^y did it in.gDQd or- .. 
der, though vith some loss : and the epemy's cprps he\ag ilOm^ 
eat^lidied at Poya Yelho^ they availed 4hem8ehres of this advan* ' 
tage, hy sending forward their cavalry tp.tujD the p^U of the 7th^ 
British division, between Poya .^Ve^^ and Njave d'^Avtav ftom 
wjuch place Don Julian Sanchen^had been obpged to retire! * .^ 
This was a most, critical moment Ibr the. Britisli iupmy ; hvk^^ 
^thout has&arding an observation, we shaB simply state the jadi- / 
cki|u movements which ^dieiJL^ its xoriseqpiencesy and cunded.. 
Ae fortune of th^ day. ... , . - ' 

The cavaliy who ha^ tuiy^d the-^ppst Qccu{^ed by Oeneral, 
Hottstotin immediately charpd ; but tl^r advanced |(uard was^^ 
met ^y tw^or three sq|ti|droiss ol'^^iBf^^t x^meots of Bi'i- 
ti^ dragoons,^ and instanUy drivt^n back, Uaving Colopel La" 
Mot^ of tj|e }3th cbasseuK^S^d so^e ather prisoners. 4t the 
same moment i^ieir main body was clicked aRi^ obligedtp i^etire, 
by the weh direct^ firv'^f itti|Dr ^neral Houst9Hn's difisioo; 
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''' 
*^riiig^ the whole of this buBiDess Lohi WelliDgioa was on tiit 

qtoty and afterwards sp^ke in high terms of the conduct of the 
tlhasseurs Britanniqttc^, and of a detacbmeilt of the Buke Of 
BrunairieKs Hght iniantrj. He saw the charge repulsed ; he 
immediatdy , concentrated part of the British force towards the 
' left, aad moired the 7th and light divisions, aad the cavalry, from 
Poya Velho towards Fueates d'Honor, and the other two divi- 
I^Ods. ^o the prudence of X^ord WelUngtoo in thus coocentra- 
iiog his line, we may aaj that the safety of the Btitish army was 
in a great measure owing; whilst the steadiness of the troops pre- 
sented such a front to the enemy, as effectually checked theuj 
from takiq^ advapt^e of the moment to make an attack in force, 
indeed, they were suf&cieqtly ocj&upied in another part of the 
line; and the event fully justified the commander in chief; for 
he had extended his line to die occupation of Poya Velho and 
its vicinity, in iK^pes that he should he able to maintain the com- 
munication across the Coa by 3abugal, as well as provide for the 
Uockade, Wldch •Injects he now saw were incompatible wjtli each 
others and be,tiiei:efore, abandoned that which was tlie least im- 
portant, placing the light division in reserve, in the rear of the 
left of the Ist division, on some commandmg ground beyond the 
Turou, wliich protected the right flank and r^ar of that divisioq. 
covered the communicat'.on wHh the Coa, and prevented that of 
the enemy w^ Almeida, by the roads between the Turon and 
\Jiat river. 

- His lordship himself very candidly allewed in his despatches 
that the circumstances were very critical ; but tht movements of 
the' troops were most adinfraMy cooducled by Gencri^ls H«us- 
toun, Crawford, iod Cottony « the 7th division was covered on 
its pifteage t]/ die Turon, by the B|^ht division under Generd^ 
Crawford, whiitt it, in its tu«i^ i^ras covered by the British 

^ ^ cavalry, in its march to join the lit diriiion of the army. ' 

The British army now. (ook^ up entirely a d^ position, tSi* 

* tending aloo^ the high ^ound frfihi the Turoti to the'DuasCa- 
* sas. This diipoBitloQ ni as most, admirable ; ev(»y j^rC of the 
: line forming a mutual defeoee to the nejrt, anrf vice versft. For 
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ilie 7th divisioo, od the left of the Tur6D, covered the rear of tte 
right i the Ist divisioa, in Iwo lines, were 'oa. the r^t ; Colonel 
Ashvrorth's brigade, in two lines, in the ceiitre ;' and the 3d divi- 
flloo, in two Imes, on the left The light divisfon and British 
cavalry were in reserve ; and the village of Fuentes d^onor on 
the left of all. ' 

Such confidence did Lord Wellkigtoa now place on thfe new 
arraogemeut, that when Don Julian Sanchez^s^ infaatry joined the 
7t& division inFreueda,he immediately scut hlui m\h htAcavdlij 
to endeavour to interrupt the enemy's comnmwicaiiori ^?ith Ciudad 
Roddgo. The euemy, too, were fully sensible of the military im- 
portaoce of these movements; for, frodi iliis moment, all Iheli 
efibrts on the. right were confined to a cauQonude, and to soQie 
trifling charges oT their cavalry upon the uUv anted posit. , 

In one of these affairs, a very serious rtptibc wbs given to Uk: 
•Demy, by the piquets of the 1st division, undi^r JJcmeuonl Coio- 
nel Hill of the 3d regiment of guai^s ; bu^ as they were aftei^- 
wards falling back, they did not seethe dlrt^cttou uf another in 
sufficient time to form and oppose it, and LietiieoaDt Colonel HiJl 
iras taken prisonei;, and many men. wen vvoiuided^ and soma 
taken, before a detachment of the Briish cavalry coutd n|ovc u|i 
to their support. ^^ 

Immediately after, the 2d battalioQi.of Uic 42d under Lord 

* The exertions of the gu^riUas were still acGve tnd unaentm^i tammg 
fHiihen wtA Don Julian, or UuUan as the Spli^iardq caEL itim, wl&a \% a^ptjun 
general of one diatilct. He has long beeirthfl Idrror of tlit: Fi«qc]j| jL«d ibe 
hope of hia o\iii countrjxnen. ^ . 

He had his fiither, mother, and sister, murder f^d hy H^ Freifth ; ft Ac! h%H 
JSkt Hannibal, sworn eternal hatred to them, wl«i h ^.v b [>^ gicc or vt n \\ A fc^r 
being expelled from the patrimony of his aiicttei'^p it wai ixcrt tongbefon* lie 
lmd>n opportanitj of avenging the death (fi his lelntlvest llelurnla^ vith hJs 
band of guerillas from the mountainj^ he found at^rcneh colonel, who had been 
a great aggressor in that part of the country ; anc^ upbraiding; him for hb nuru* 
berlesa cruelties^ told him that he was Don Jolhn, who had now the satisfac- 
tion of putting a stop to his Tillanies, and sendirg him to ano|h^ tribai^al t« 
sccount for them. This was in th^ siime hotte in whieh Kit fether waf 
mui-dpred. 



^56 

t' ■ * * 

Blantyre also reptilsed a heavy chnrj^e of the caralrjr directed 

agflonit then!!.' * 

The enemy also made ao attempt to push a body of light In- 

iaotry down the ravine of the Turoo, to the right of the let divi- 

rfoD ; but this was repulsed by the light iofaotxy of the go^ard^, 

inder Ueutenant Colonel Guise, assisted by five corapanka of 

the 9§ih under Cafptafo O'Hara. 

Thus were they completely checked upon the right; but thieiy 

principal effort, throughout the whole of the day, was directed 

against Fn^ntes dlloiior. &ere, however, although the whole of 

Alk six casps w%jft at different periods of the day employed t^ 

attack it, tt4f could never gain more than a temporary posses* 

.aboof 'if It was defended by the 2'iih, 7l6t,and 79th regJH 

n^iit^ uufler the command of Lieutenant Colonel Cameron, aup^ 

' |)orted hf' aome light infantry battalioni^ the [^quets of the 3d 
•dirisibn, and ^erPoriuguese corps. Here again, as in the pra- 
cediogt attack on a* former day, the . commanding officer fff^ 
wounded; when the defence devolved upon the honourable Lieute* 
naot CokiHel Gadogdn, who had distlnguishca himself so nobly bj 
charging at the head of the 71st regiment, ob the preceding ^ajiw 
The troops defending Fuentes were besides supported, whiei^ 

. pKssod b|f the ea»my«l>y lie 74th and 88th ; and on one of th^e. 
accasVuiSi the 88th| withlhe 7l8t and 79tb, under the eomm^M 
of .Cofeiiel Mrtkln^n, charged the enemy and drove them 
throCigli the village* ., 

In thi^ qulurter the contesC lasted till nighty iThen the British 
troops were in ^IPjiossession of the village; after which, the 
enemy, completeljr repulsed on all sides, attempted no further aU 
tacfe upon the Btitish positions. So signal war their defeat, for 
deTear it certainly was, diat ia the course of the night of the 0th 
thev aommaoced a retrograde movement from their position. at 
DuHS Casas; and, at ^tylight in the morning of the ^tb, the 
whole .Freach army was in motion. 

Such wte the dtfite of affah^ however, that Lord WelUi^toft 
eauld not immediately decide whether this movement was pre- 
paratory to some fresh attempt to raise the blockade of Almeidsu 
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tUch the Britkh force stiil kept up, or one of decided retreat ^ 
(mt such was bis coofidence in bis gallant few, that he had eveij 
reason to hope thej would not succeed m the first, and would 
therefore be obliged to have recourse to the last It was indeed 
impossible for him to adopt any absolutely oflTensive measures 
i^iost them in this movemetit ; for their superiority in cavalry 
was very great, owfng to the weak state of the English horses 
from recent fatigue and scarcity of forage; he judged, therefore, 
that the result of a general action brought on by an attack of the 
enemy by the British army might, under these circumstances, 
have been doubtftil ; and if the enemy had chosPDyto avoid it, or 
if they had met it, they would, in either case, have taken advan- 
tage of the concentration of the British army for the purpose of 
fighting the action, to Uirow relief into Almeida. 

In the whole of this business at Fuentes the actions were par- 
tial ; yet, from the great numerical superiority of the enemy, the 
British loss was very great.* 

No officers of rank were either killed or wounded, however, 
^cept those mentioned in the course of the narrative ; and the 
whole numerical loss of the British and Portuguese, doriug the 
acrreral attacks, amounted to 198 killed, 1,030 wounded, and 2d4 
ndsfiing. 

The evident superiority of the British now in the Peninsula, 
though outnumbered, may be drawn from the fact, that, at this 
wei7 period. Sir William Beresford was enabled to invest Bada- 
jos oo the left side of the Guadiana, and to begin to collect 
stores for the attack of that place; and further, by the drcuia* 
stances of the enemy, under Massena, having retired on the 8th 
to the woods between Espega, Gallegos, and fuentes d'Honor, in 

* The ehy cf London on the 9th of Mty not only TOted thunks to Lord 
WelliDgtoB and Ae gtllant army under his oommand* bat also agreed to 
present bim vtth an elegant sword, Taloe £00 guineas. Some objeetions in* 
deed 'were made to this measare^ but it was at length finaOy earried in ^it* 
•f all iisfidious opposition. 

Thanks alto were toted by tfie two houses of the legislature, and erery d»; 
monstrmtion of pubUe joy and pubUe honoom msttUEested^ M asme rtir«r4 fA* 
<iMh« loPS^vieiof h9t)ie gsHantry. 

93 
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which podtioD their whole anny wag coDcentra^ed on the folkyw 
ing daj, when, od the eveoiog of the 9th, the whole hiekt «p 
and retired across the Azava, covering their retreat by their ni- 
merous cavalry, and crossing the Agueda on the 20th, tlief^liy 
leaving Almeida to its fate. 

As a proof of the consequences 6f his victory, Lord W^lm- 
6m immediately estabtished his advanced ^ts upon the Aztft 
and on the Lower Agueda, whilst the main body of his army 
were put into cantonments on the Duas Casas.* 

* Almeidt vti now left to ihci tttacks of tke allied tamf ; it was iodecd itot 
tiuitble tgainst yregolftr aiegei but ATcry veil eonduoted manttorrtf li&'ifce 
^purt of itt small gurison ^eierres notiee ; .for on ' the lOth in tlie e? eniag^ 
£he 6th divinon having resumed the blockade^ Mi^ General Sir WiOiani 
Er^kine was ordered to send a battalion to Barba del Poereb to guard the 
Bridge there, which had been preTionsly ordered on that service s but aboait 
ene in the morning of the i )th, the garrison btew up some mines ♦hifih'tha|r 
bad constructed in 6ie works, and immediately attadced the piquets by whittk 
they were observed, and forced their way throat them. Tb^ fired Mmt 
fitt3e,^^d/they appeared tp have marched between the bodies ef troops postei 
to support the piqaets ; and in. particular eould not have passed far from tJ^e 
i^t of the Queen's regiment. 

Upon the first ahirm, Brigadier General Pack, who was at Malapartida, 
joined the piquets, and eontinaed to follow and fire upon the retirijig g;«rfi- 
son, as a guide for the bodies of troops posted to support the pquets m thte 
hlookade { whilst Major General Campbell marched from Malapartida vc^ 
f^ part of the 1st battalion of the Sfith. But the garrison continued the&r 
march in a solid compact body without firing, and were well guided b et w eea 
« tfie potttions occupied by the British troops. 

It happened unfortunately^ too, that the 4th regiment, whidi was or dered 
to occupy Barba del Puereo, missed the road, and did not arrive there nwiA 
the fugitives had reached the place, and commenced the passage of the brid|^. 
At this moment, however, fresh troops came up, who had followed die firing 
and 6ie enemy suffered a considerable loss in killed, wounded, and prisotkera . 
but the plan had been so well concerted, that part of the 2d corps of t^ 
epemy, which were in St. Felices, formed upon the river to protect &tir 
passage as soon as they heard the firing, and some of our troops who Hit 
Crossed the river were obliged to retire with loss. 

It appears that this plan had been some time in agitation ; as, for aewcrml 
nights before, the garrison had repeatedly fired cannon in the night, and MaiM, 
made several feigned sorties to produce a fire of musketry, so that when'lS^ 
Cetreat actually took place, great part of the British troops oonaUlered It m 
nothing more than a aerieB of the same proceedings. ^' 
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' 0n4he night of the 15th of May, Lord WeilingtMi i-eceirefi 
4t9f$UAiM{tom Sir William Bereaford, iaformbg him that 
Haishal Sonlt had broken up from Seville, and had advanced 
loiMirdi Efitremadora, notwithelanding the reports which had 
been indostrloiuly spread, that he was busilj occupied in 
ttrei^theniog Seville, and that all his measures indicated an in- 
teption to remain on the defensive in Andalu^ 

Without a moment's delay, his lords^p set out on tlie follow- 
ing monnng for Villa Fermosa, and arrived at Elvaa on the 19th, 
wh^ he found that Sir William Beresford, in consequenCie of 
Sottlt^ advance, had raised the siege of Badajoz, but without the 
loss of ordnance, or stores of any description, and having formed 
a junction with the Spanish Generals Castanos^and BUke at Al* 
huera on the 15th,* bad repulsed Marshal Soult, with great loss 
to the asaailams. 

"* After the battle of Almeida, Lord Welfington rode to Elvai, hat wnreA 
)(he morning after the affiur at Badajoz. His wish was logreat to be present, 
^hat he killed three horses in the journey, irhbh he perftmned in three daja. 
On his arriTal at a rirer, he found a bridge, whieh he had ordered to be eon* 
Sttuoted, not readj, and he swam his horse across ; the stream -was Tery rvfM^ 
aM the two dragoons who fallowed him were drowned. Hia lorddiip wtt 
sated by the superior "strength of his horse. 

* ' On the likh of May, three days previous to' his lord^p's arrival at BlTot, 
e?«ry meaiure was talcen to reeeire the enemy under Soitit, who had appeared 
m* feront on the preeediog eveidng, and the whole aUied force was formed in 
two linea, nearly parallel to the river Albuera, on the ridge of the gradual 
aaeent Mn^ from that river, and covering the roads to Badajoz and Vat- 
verde. 

The enemy, in the morning of the I<kh,did not long delay his attack; at 
ciriit o'doek he was observed to be in movement, and his cavalry was seen 
jpasnng the rivulet of Alboera condderably above the right of the idBes, and 
shortly after be marched out of the opposite wood a strong force of cavalry, 
WDfSi two beaivy eolumns of infimtry, pointing them to the front of the line, as 
'i^ to atUek the village and bridge, of Albuera : during this time, under eover 
«f hia vastly ooperior cavalry, he was filing the principal body of his infantiy 
p9er the river beyond the right, and it was not {ong before his intention ap« 
'pDored to be to tun the alQes by that flank, and cut them oft from Valveitle. 
ICajqr^ General Cole's diviaoo was therefore ordeftd to form an oblique fine 
U tihe rear of the rigltt, with hit own ri|^t thrown back, and ihe btentleo if 
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Towar'ls th« latter end of Bfoy, the Britifih imy hating u- 
sembled at Campo Mi^/or, Lord Wellingloa issued orden for 

the enemy to tttaek on the right beeoming now evident^ Manhal B e r cdb r d 
rcqnetted General Blafce to- form part of hii first Gne, and aU hU aeeondstothat 
. fronts which was done. 

Sonlt eommeneed the flttack at nine o'eloek, not ceating at the atne tin^ 
to menace the left; and, after a strong and gallant resiManee of the Spanish 
troops, he gained the heights npon which they had been formed. At thi^ 
eritical moment, the divisions of General Stewart and Hamilton, were hrooght 
tip to tiie left of the Spanish Une, and formed in contiguous close columns of 
h«tta1ions» so as to be moveaUe in any direction, whist the Portuguese eafalry^ 
ander General Otway, remuned at some distance on the left, to chook •of 
attempt of the enemy below the village. 

Aa the heights the enemy had gained raked and entirely commanded the 
-wliole alKed position»lt became necessary to make every effort to retake and 
inaintafai them, and a noble one was made by the division of General Stew- 
art, headed by that gallantofilcer. 

Nearly at the beginning of the enemy's attack, & heavy storm of rain cane 
oo» which, with the smoke of the firing, rendered it impossible to diseeat.. 
any tiling distinctly. This, with the nature of the ground, had been extreme- 
ly lavoosable to die enemy, in forming his eolumns, and in his subseqacDt , 
attack* These circumstances, too^ operated very unfSartonateljr at this mo^ 
snent, when the right brigsde of General Stewart's divirion under Ueute- 
laant Colonel Cdboume first came into action, awl behaved in the most gal^- 
lant manner, and finding that the enemy's eolonm could not be shakei^ by 
ihetr fire, proceeded to attack it with the bayonet; but, while in the act oC 
charging, a body of Pofish lancers, (oavabry,) which the obscurity of the at« 
tnosphere, and the nature of tiie ground had concealed, (and which wa^ bo- 
lides, mistaken by those of the brigade when diseovered for Spanish oavalta^ 
and therefore not fired upon,) turned the brigade, which, being thus attacl^ 
tuexpectedly in the rear, was nvfortunately broken, and jofiered immensdy . 
The 3ist regiment, being the <eft one of the brigade, alone escaped this 
eharge ; and under the command of hf%)or L'Estrangc^ kept iu ground witU 
^he arrival of the 3d brigade under Major General Houghton. The condirai 
of this brigade was most eonspicoously gallant, (he brave n^jor genera I &U« 
ing, pierced by wound% whilst cheering his men to the charge.** 
'nie«|^ die enemy's prindpal attack vraion thia point of the right, he als^ 

** During the hottest of the action, aa ofileer, Bndgn Thomson, was oaS- 
ed on to surrender the cohmrs he held ; but be declansd he wookl gHe 
them up only with his Bfe, and he fell a. victim to his bravery. Another olS^ 
cer^Emtgn Welch, had the ookwr-staT heheM broken by a eannoft baB, aaA 
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the oloR liiTcslaieiit of Badajos on the rU;ht bank of the Qmh 
^ana, io additioQ to the former iavestmeot by Sir William Beres- 
ford 00 the left baok, and determioed to recommence the opera^^ 

filade A ooDtiaiuil attempt vp^ tbtt purt of^ origiiial front towidM ^k» 
Tillage and bridge, vhieb were defended in the most galUmt manner by Mbjs^ 
Oeneral Baron Alten, and the I^fatinfantiy brigade of the German Legton» 
whose eondoet was remarkably steady thronghout This point now formed 
^le left of the' allied anny, and General HamiUon'i diTisoB had been broo^t 
up there, he behig left to direct iu defenee. 

When the infantry attempted to forcse the allied fine, the enemy's eavahy 
alao ^ndeavoored to turn it ; but his endeafours were completely out^man<ra- 
▼ped by the alGed oavafary, tiiough much inferior in number, diiveted by the 
honourable Miijor General Lumley. 

- At this momtot tho fortune of the day, if not turned, was at least wonder- 
i^iOy aided by a most judicious movement of Major General Cde, who brtHight 
up his left, marching in line to attack the left of the enemy, and arrired moat 
opportunely to contribute, with the charges of the brigades of General Stew 
ar^irdlTinon, to force the enemy to abandon his situation on the heighti^ and 
i^tire preeipitateiy, and to tidce refuge under his reserve. 

The retreating eorpaof the assaihuita were pursoed by the allies to a consi- 
derable distance » and, indeed, a§ far at Sir William BeMsford thoa^t it pm* 
dent, ooniMering the vast superiority of cavahy which the enemy possessed; 
he^ therefore, contented hims^ with seeing them driven across the 41buera. 
Though beaten in hii main attack, Souh still continued that near the vilhtgc » 
06 that aide, however^ he waanever able to make the sttj^itest impression, nor 
even to ero« the rivulet» although a great proportion of the troopa had be«n 

wis also severely wounded, having fallen 00 the field; he tore the eolourn 
from the staffi and thrust them into his bosom, where they were found after- 
hWdesdi. 

air Wllfiam Bereafbrd was also attacked by one of the Poliah eavnlry, 
whom he dismounted with the intention of preserving his KIIb r but the man 
persittiiigin his first design, was at length killed by a dragoon. 

When these Polish lancers make a charge, a red flag is suspended at the- 
end of every lanee, and that fUg is ao carried by die rider as to .present tiie 
horse from seeing any odier olyeet .These red flagi, during the aetlon, ter- 
rified the British horses^ and rendered evety el^ impraetieable to midce 
tbem meet the charge. 

The Polish hmeers committed great cruelties upon our wounded, putting 
•ereral of them t» death i hut they were themselves overtaken during the 
letreat by the ad and 14th 4ragffQQ0» who UUed Md cot dowa n conaideTabfe 
ipnb^^them. 
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ikM of the mege. It was aopwdioi^iiiTCsM •B^ie«ft6tk%f 
aiay^aad ground brakeaoDlheoigbi of the29th«4lie0tdoMice 
•nd 8toi«8 for the siege harii« then been bioii^t op. 



4nwii awtftofupport^epoiiitof 6ie mftm^ttiek; Imtvlieii ( 
tiitt Utter qoarter, hii attempts upon Uie left eeued alio. 

ya thit brilHant buanen General Beretford obterved, that it wai impotal- 
Ue to enumerate every initanee of discipline and ▼ahmr shown on this severe- 
If eontested day; but never were troops that more vaHanUy or more gle^ 
aioady maintained the honour of ^leir respeedTeoountiies. Of ^le Spsniiji 
troops the behaviour waamostgalk&t and honoonblet and, though from Uie 
aaperior number and weight of the enemy's forae» that part of Hiem t^t 
were in the position attacked were obliged to cede the ground, yet it was after 
a gallant reastanee, and they continued in good order to support tiietr 
alliet. 

• The action itaetf eommeneed, as hak been stated, at nine Vdo^ aad'ooi^ 
tinned without intermptiOD until two in the aftymDou, when theenemy beii^ 
driven over the Albuera, there was nothing during the remainder of the dfij 
but skirmishing and cannonading. The French left on the field of battle 
about two thousand dead, and lost about one thousand prisoners ; b^des iff^ 
generals kitted and wounded : they having Oommenced the action with al^ont 
twenty -two thooMuid mfantry, liMur thooiand eavahy, and a immerous a«i 
heavy artUiery. 

The general total of the British on this day amounted to 870 Idlled, 2,722 
wounded, and 554 missing, great part of whom afterwards returned ; whilst 
Aatof (he Portuguese was 104 killed, 291 woimdcd, and about 30 niitsui|^.' ' 

The^only ofileers oC high raiik of the British kOkd^ were Major GmnetA 
Houghton, and (ieutenant Colonels Sir William Myers, of the 7th ragim^oft 
and Duckworth, (the former dying of his wounds,) but the number ^ 
wounded was very great, amongst whom were the two Generals Cole anii 
Stewart; besides lieutenant Colonds Btekeney, IVtiite, Inglis, and manj 
other galUmt officers. 

After the battle, the enemyretired to tiie ground he had been Ibrm^f^oQ^ 

hat so much afraid of an attack as to oeeupy it in position ; and during the 

night he thought proper to retreat by the road he came towards Seville* 

' leaving Badajoz to ite iate, and a number of wounded to the humanity 

of the conquerors, who adniniitored .to them every assbtanee itt tfaiir 



On tiie part of the alBes, thoi^ their loit was severe, yet it was unswM*. 

hte, and th^ complaCely rea|»ed the advantage which tiiey expected hf their 

ep p ai Hi on to the attempt of the enemy, who whist foread to abndoa tb» 

a^t for which he had jObmH tti^pad AsdaWa «f troops iMCeaitar^^^ 

4 T 



ta Ae t»]j pftvt of Jime Ae operatkNis were etnied on wift 
vfgour^totbatbjrthe 6tb of Uitt mouth two bieaclies had betft 
mode, bittneitlierof them practicable for m aaaaelt. 

Od the 6th, the five from the outwork of St'Cbristotal being 
coMfakre dai likelj to Impede the ptogress of the rtege, Lord 
Wellington directed that an attempt shoold be made to cany ft 
by storm that night. Major* General HouBtoiin, who conducted 
the operation on the right of the Guadiana> accordingly ordered 
a detachment under Major Macintosh, of the 85th regiment, to 
proceed^oo that flerrioe. The troops advanced under a very 
heavy fire of moaketry and hand grenades from the outwork, 
and of shot and shells from the town, with the utmost intrepidity, 
and the )i)est order to the bottom of the breach, the advanced 
gliard bdog led bj Ensign D^ras ai the 51st regiment, who vo- 
Juateered to perform that duty; but ihej found that the enemy 
hkd cleared Ae rubbish from the bottom of the escarpe ; and, 
^twithstanding that they were provided with ladders, it was 
>ioipos8ible to mount it« and they vetiied wMh loss. Aiier three 
^teys* continual cannonade, the breach in the wall of St Chris* 
toval again appearing practicable, his lordship directed that a 
second attempt should be made on the night of the 9th, and 
another detadmient was oider^ for the service under the com* 
aMnd t>f Major M*6eachy,of the 17th Portuguese regiment, when 
fifisign Dyas again volunteered to lead the advance; but, on ad- 
vancing at nine at night, they met with the same opposition as 
before, and on their arrival at the foot of the breach, found that 
the rubbish had been a second time completely cleared away. 
Major M'Geachy was killed and several of the other officers 
fen ; yet the troops still maintained their position, although to 

i*i MOompSdMd the hsuglity iHMiU iHUi vlueh he hsd han^^ 

OB le«fhig Se^le, had oothing left but to reton to that ohy with a dhah' 

i Mied arn^.aad with adeereasiBg repittatioQ. 

BXtoibiefiM&t aaeomitstiiiterecptad letters from GeaeralGataD, who was 
kit to ^oiidaet the i^etraat of nieh of the wounded as eooMaiareh, asMmntr 
^ toAarthoaaaod, it appeared that the-sttm total of the eneasy's tow ia 
kiiM, wooaied, and priaaaer^ was aot lew taa BiaeJh«aflM«em. 
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mount was impnitticable, uatii Major Genatal Hoostima mA 
orders for them to retire. 

Lord WelliD^toQ must have been doubtless chagrined by thiae 
disappoiatmeots, for he had expected to reduce the place beilKe 
the latter end of June ; and he was naturally anziouB to aecofr- 
plish it by that time, as he then expected that Marshal S«R 
would receive such reinforcements* as would enable him to male 
movements against the besieging army. 

His lordship now foupd that the necessary worlu to msore 
the capture of the pUce would require a labour of aevenl days 
to complete; and, on the morning of the lOtb, he received ac- 
oouoto that SouH was then in full force, having received coDsideF- 
able reinforcements even at that early period. He also re* 
ceived accounts which left no doubt of the destinatioo of the 
French army to the southward, and that their arrival was ex* 
pected at Merida on the 15th; he, therefore, found it necessary 
to order the siege to be raised, as he had not a sufficient force to 
carry on its operations, and at the same time to watch tiie move* 
ments of an overwhelming army ; though he still determiDed to 
maintain the blockade. 

About the middle of June the French army had advanced to- 
wards Badajoz; but even then they began to feel the effects of 
briogiog jlogether their whole force, as even at that early period 
they were straitened for provisions, and kept much in check bj 
the positions of the allies. 

As it was now deemed of great importance to draw off the pics- 
sure and attack of the French armies from the Spanish tro<^ 
Lord Wellington having returned about September to the aortb- 
em frontier of Portugal, made an advance with his army for the 
purpose of threatening Ciudad Rodrigo. 

By this manoeuvre he expected qptonly to relieve the varloai 
Spanirii armies from the overwhelmiog pressure of the French, 
but also to compel the French armies to concentrate and i^ia 
advance into a ravaged country, where they would meet with but 
little subsistence. 

In fact this seeffls to have been a part of his geoenl plsSt 
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wj|icli was alwajft to keep the eoemy oo the alert, and o^rer to 
pennit it for auj length of time to separate into diBtioct corps, or . 
to spread Itself ia dettchmeots so as to facilitate the meaus of 
soppoct and forage. By this means he constantly kept his own 
wtmy .also in an active stud healthy state, as his supplies from 
Lisbon and Oporto were always certain whilst Britain was the 
mistress of the ocean. 

Under all these considerations, he was certain of either an- 
noying the French army to the whole proposed extent, or of 
gainiu^r possession of Ciiidad ^odrigo if they should not choose 
to advance; in either of which cases an object of importance 
would be attained. 

The French chose, however, to adopt the former alternative' 
and accordingly ^advanced in great forc^ from Salamanca towards^ 
F^l^ute Gttinalda 

It i^ unnecessary to trace all the ihovemcnts of the hostile 
arcnieB until the 4th of Sqitember, when Lord Wellington com- 
meoced the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo; but this he was obliged 
to laise on the 25th of September, being then in the presence of 
a very superior enemy, having previously, on the 2l8t of that 
months collected the British army in positions from which he 
could. either* advance or retire ipthout difficulty; and which 
would enable him to aee all that was going on, and the strengtli 
of t|^ enemy's army. 

With this intention, a part of the British army occupied the 
rafige of beigbts on the left of the Agueda, having their advanced 
guanls witbia three miles of Ciudad Rodrigo; another division 
was at FusfOe GubtaldOf, where Lord Wellington had ordered a 
portion to be strengthened with some works ; the light division 
was on the ri^ht or'Agueda, having their right resting upon the 
mouptaiOB which sepiMrate Castile and Estremadura ; Lieutenant 
Coloael Grahi^ with the left of the army was posted on the 
Lower Azava; whilst the sixth division, with Major General 
Anaeo'^ brigade of caralry, was at Espeja, Carpio Marialva, he. 
Mareschal del Campo Don Carlos d'Espagne observed the . 
Low^ Agueda with Don Julian Sanchez's cavalry and infantry: 

34 
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wbikt Lieulenant Genera) Sir Stapletoo Coitoo, wiSi a lalge (mv 
portioD of the cavalry, was oa the Upper Azava hi the oortic, 
with General Pack's brigade at Campillo, and rather hi advwsoa; 
the 5tfa division being in observation, in the rear of the right, ac 
the pass of Pcrales, in consequence of the French General Ftfy 
having remained and collected a body of troops in Upper Eilre- 
madura. 

The enemy first appeared in the plain near Ciodad B o dr igo, 
on the 23d, and retired again in a short time; bat, on the24ihio 
tiie mbmlng, they advanced again in considerable Ibroe, and en- 
tered the plain by the roads of St Spiritus and Teodiroii; and 
before evening they had collected there all their cavalry to the 
amount of about 6,000 men, and four divisions of infaotfy, of 
which one division weTe4>f' the imperial guard; and the remaiff- 
der of their armies were encamped on the Quadaperoi imole- 
diately beyond the bills which surround the ^ain of Cilidad 
Bodrigo. 

On the morning of the 25th every thing seemed Co tfareatea a 
serious attack, and die French b^an by sendiagarfecoonolsaaiice 
of cavalry towards the Lower Azava, consisting of about fbor- 
teen squadrons of the imperial guard, and these drove in tte 
Englbh posts on the right o^ the river; but on their paasiug % 
the Lanciers de Beig were diaiged by two squadrons of the 10tb 
and one of the 14tb light dragoons, and driven back. Asfaaa^ed 
of being checked by such an inferior force, they attempted to E|)ly 
and to return, but were ^d upon briskly by the light iiAatfry 
of the Olst, who had been posted In the wood hy LieoteUtot 
General Graham, when General Anson drove them acroas tiie 
river, and afterwards resumed his own posts on that side* 

But the enemy's attention was priocipaUy directed during !te 
day to the position of the 3d division on the hills, b tU i lim 
Fuente Guinaldo and Pastores. About eight In the moroSog 
they moved a cohimn consisting of between thirty and fticty 
squadrons (^ cavalry, and fourteen battalions of Infaatiy, iridi 
twelve pieces of cannon, from Ciudad l|odrigo, in such a dlrectfea 
as made It doubtful whether they would attempt to ascend Oic 
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U)b by E^unna ElBodan, or by the direct road to Fueote Oul- 
Baldo, Bod Lord Welliofctou was l^pt for a few momeots lo a state 
of fudeciflioD, until a forward moyement showed the directioQ of 
their march, when he immediately reinforced the post on the hill» 
over which the road passes to Guitaaldo. 
. In the mean time, however, the small body of troops at the post 
gallaotly sustained the whole attack of the enemy's cavalry and 
artiUeiy. One regiment of French dragoons succeeded, indeed, 
in taking two pieces of krtillery which had been posted on a rising 
ground on the right of the British advance; but they were im- 
mediately charged by the 2d battalion of the 5th regiment, under 
the command of Major Ridge, and the guns retaken. 

Whilst this opetation was going on in the flank, an attack was 

made on tBtr^int by another regiment, which was repulsed in a 

imllsr manner by the 77th regimeht; .and the throe squadrons 

'V|f General Alten's cavalry repeatedly charged different bodies of 

lue enemy as they ascended the hill. ^ 

* At length the divisions of the enemy's infantry m^Jiich had pro- 
ceeded from Ciudad Rodrigo, being brought up tf the attadt oo 
the road of Fuentfe Guioaldo, and Lord Wellington, seeing that 
they would arrive and he engaged before the coming up of the 
relribrcenients he had ordered, determined to withdraw t^iiT ad- 
vanced post, and to retire with the whole upon Fuente Gbioaldo.'''' 

* " Marched St 4 A» M from Pao, throagh Havas a^d^owards Aldeade 
^fite-Swhen, just in the midst of our cookery, the^alarm ism giten that the 
Fmiwh were approaohlog, in great fbrce^ on the other aide of the town, and 
whkh was confirmed by an instantaneoas discharge of cannon and musketry. 
The beef and soap were throw^ in eftry dJreetiofi,^d we stood to our 
arms. Two companies were ordered to a stone waO in front, to protect the 
movements of the division in their firmation. Inflhts poation we waited the 
approach of the enemy. I shonkl observe, it, |[as an enclosed field with stone 
waUa, and very weU adapted to the operationt of mfimti^ and light troops. 
Thejittentioo of the enemy was however called off* by a division to the left t>f 
onrsy' and Gener^Dunlop thought if advisable to remove to a more advanta- 
geoos position, and more pratected from ctfvalry. We therefore moved upon 
a faSll ottthe left, andlbrmed in close eolnmns, to support the divi&on then en* 
gi^0dr>f necessary. General FiotoiiS division wera likewise Ib reserfe at 
nearly a airailar distance. 
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lo perfomiiog this ciitkal maoceuvre, tlie 2d battalioo of the 
5th regiineDt, aud the 77tb» were formed into ooe solid square, 
aod tlie 21st Portuguese regimeot into another, sapported by 
Major General Ahen's small body of cavalry» and the Portogiieie 
artillery. 

The eoemy's cavalry idimediately rushed forward, aod being 
90 superior in numbers, obliged the British cavalry to retire to 
the support of the Portuguese regiment; and at the same moment, 
the 5th and 77th -were chai^d ou three faces of the square by 
tlie French cavalry ; but they halted and repulsed the attack 
with the utmost steadiness and gallantry. 

This repulse was decisive ; the whole of the rear guan} coo- 
tinued its retreat and joined Aie remainder of ^e tffitd diviskm, 
which was also formed in squares on their march to Fuente Otn* 
naldo; and 4he whole' retired together in the utmost order, the 
enemy never attempling to make anotlSer charge upon them, but 

*< W«Tiad here an opporAnity of caloaly beholdmg a field of battle as spee* 
tators, and a moet unpleasant spectacle to -my feelings it vas; not a man but 
tnxiouBly wishecyhat it might become general. Our gu ns appeared to be most 
advantageously placed on th£ skirts of* wood ; their force in cavalry outmua* 
bered ours esoee dinghy . For some time each side manceuvred as coolly as on a 
par^e HPometimes adrancingycovered by light froops *, and sometimes retreat- 
>ng. 

** Ailer sktrroisiruig in this manner for nearly two hours, a very beavj 
column of the enemy were seen advancing over a hill in their rear, whi^ 
seemed likely to make matters assume a more serious aspect The)^ advin* 
cod boldly against our guns, ai^ received a shell, which deranged them a Ik* 
tie, by bursting in the midst of them. They still, however, Mvanted ; but, on 
a aeoond shell being thrown with e^ual effect, they went to the right abou'), 
without again approaching our artillery. *Thc skirmishers were frequentty 
very holly engaged ; the |Y>yal dragoons and tlie lith light were the only 
cavali*y in the field, and the former absolutely offered battle to three Fren^ 
regiments of cavalry, superior in numbers. The royals admbahly^ maintmed 
t||e character they have so justly gained in this country ; and the French np* 
peared to admit tlieir own inferiority, and to feel the eSects of the 25th, thbo^ 
wc had retreated. Our men, Utough fatigued and hungryT^d -v^itlfiHii «Ten 
wine or spirits, were anxious to engage^kmd were haiamering their flintB, umI 
making all their usual j^)rcparation6« # 

" There were some Irish bids, whose conversation was truly laughable** • 

Jow^qI of an officer. 
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coDtentiDg themselves with foltowiog at a respectful distaaee, 
though keeping up a fire from the artillery. 

The whole British army was now in position upon Fuedte 
Guioaldo, and the whole of the force so^osted as to be fit Hhalon, 
of which the centre was in the position of Guinaldo, the right 
p on the pass of Perales, and the left Nave d^Aver. 
• Even here, though in a defensive position, Lord Wellington 
did not desist from harassing the enemy as much as in his 
power, having at this very period detached Don Julian Sapchez^ 
with a lirge body of cavalry, to the enemy's rear* 

In the afternoop of the 25th the enemy brought up more in- 
fantry from Ciudad Rodrigo, and in the course of .that night 
and of the 26th they collected the whole of their army in front of 
the British podtions; on which his lordship^ not deeming it 
expedient to stand their attack in that place, retired about three 
leagues towards Alfayates, and Aldea de Ponte, the piquets of the 
cavalry being in front of the latter place. 

It had been the enemy's intention to turn the left of the posi- 
tion of Guioaldo, l|y moving a column into the valley of the Up- 
per Azava, and thence ascending the heights in the rear of the 
position by Castellegoe; and from this column they detached a 
division of infantry, and fourteen squadrons of cavalry, to follow 
the British line of retreat by Albergaria, whilst another body of 
the same strength followed by Furcalhos. The former attacked 
' "the piquets of the cavalry at Aldea de Ponte, and drove them 
in ; and 4hey pushed on nearly as far as Alfayates ; but Lord 
Wellington inlmediately ordered General Pakeoham to attack 
them with his brigade, supported by General Cole, and Sir Sta- 
pleton Cotton with the cavalry, when the assailants were driven 
hack through Aldea de Ponte, upon Albergaria, and the piquets 
of the Britfoh cavalry resumed their stations. . 

But the enemy having been now reinforced by the troops 
which maiched upon Furcalhos, again advanced, about sunset, 
aod'drove in the piquets of the cavfilry from Aldea de Ponte 
>Bd took posstsrioB of that village. 
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Aldea now became the sceoaof cootentioo ; for Geoenl Ode 
Immediately attacked with a part of General Pakenhavi's brigade, 
and drove them through the Vilbge ; but night comii^ ou, and 
General Pakenham being uncertain of what was paasingXMi his 
flanks, or of the numbers of the enemy, and indeed knowing also 
that it was Lord Wellington's intention to fall back with the 
main body still further, he evacuated the village, which the 
enemy reoccupied during the nighL 

On the 28th Lord Wellington formed hb army on this beigbta 
behind Soito, the right being extended to the Sierra das, Mesas, 
whil^ I, the left was at Aenda on the Coa, about one league in the 
rear of the position which they had occupied on the preceding 
day. Beyond this, however, be had no further occasion to -re- 
thre; for the enemy, instead of advancing, also bqguk to retire, 
evacuating Aldea de Ponte on that day, and placing their advtti- 
ced posts at Albergaria, en which his lordship began to cantoa 
his troops in thb position, in consequence of the expected bad 
weather at the equinox, and from understanding s^ that the* 
enemy were actually about to retire.* 

We have thus seen that Lord Wellington ima forced to give up 
his blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo; indeed he ownec^ hunself that he 
could not pretend to mnntain its blockade, nor make any efforts 
to prevent, or even materially to Impedeithe collection of sup- 
plies, or the march of the French convoy for the relief of that 
place. 

1^his relief was indeed the great ofc^t of the eneray^ and for 
. that purpose they were obliged to collect and concentraftb all 
their troopS) thereby relieving all the Spanish corps who were 
hard pressed in other quarters, and forming in the whole an 
army of »xty thousand men, of which six thousand were cav^dry 
with one hundred and twenty-five pieces of artillery. 

* Amidst the greit mast of praise bestowed by his lordship in his de»- 
* patches, he observed tliat his Serene Uighness the Hereditary Prinai of 
Orange aeeompaoied him daring the Yarions operations, and though it was 
the first time of his being in ^re, jethe coodacled hioueif with a degree of 
spirit and intelligence affording a ]K>pe that he will become an ornament to 
Ms profesnon. 
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v It has been said that his lordship, if he meant not to inal[« an 
effectual stand, might have retired without exposing bis troops to 
slaughter; but this is a mode of reasoning only fit for the fireside; 
a well contested retreat will preserve the courage of an army, 
whilst to retire without seeing the face of the enemy will always 
dispirit it. Besides, as his lordship said, ^' the reports were so 
various respecting the enemy's strength, it was necessary that 
he should see their army,^ as this would undoubtedly Jiave an 
influence upoDchis ulterior operations. 

That the resistance offered by the British army was sufficient 
to check any plans which the enemy might have formed, beyond 
the mere relief of Ciudad Rodrigo, is evident from their having 
retired from that place on the 30th of September, the army of the 
north separating for Salamanca, and that of l^ortugal towards 
Banos and Placentia. 

At this period several distinguished foreign honours were be- 
s£wed on Lord Wellington, and on the 26th of October, a royal 
license was gazetted, pemutting his lordship (who some time be- 
fore had been constituted Marshal General of the Portuguese army) 
^io accept the title of Cpnd^ de Yimiera, and also the insignia ot 
^S»^hi Orand Cross of the Royal Portitguese military Order 
of the Tower and Swordy conferred upon him by the Prince Be- 
^fpai of Portugal in testimony of the high estimation in which his 
raya] h^ness holds his distinguished and glorious services oo 
various important occasions.* 

The Fiench armies in the month of October continued nearly 
in the same portions; but ootwithstandbg that die relief of Cii^ 
dad Rodrigo had been an object of such importance to them, it 
was still harassed, if not blocj^aded, by the allied army, and so 
alert were the advanced parties, that the gallant Spanish partizaO) 
Bon Julian Sanchez, acUtfally carried off*, on the 1 5tb of October, 

* At the nme time Sir WOliam Bereaford (wKo liad been elected n 
knight of the bath far his gallADt terrieei^ and who b alio marshal and eom- 
mander in chief ff w Portngueie forces) reedved permioion to accept the 
d%&itf of Conde 4e 7Vanc9f •» and i^t iitti^a of the same order eoaferred 
<mLordWcIfiiigtiau 
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fi lar|^ proportion of the caMe grai^g near that place, and ev«p 
made prisoner the governor, General Reynard, ytho had com^ 
out of the fort and actosa the Agueda, attended by some staff of- 
ficers, and escorted by a party of about twenty cavalry; be waa 
there surrounded by Don Julianas detachment as soop as he ^* 
tered the hills, and was taken with two of his escort under the 
very guns of the place. 

About this time the Spanish guerillas were incrcasug in oam> 
bers and boldness throughout the Peninsula, whei« the two well 
known partizans Emfiecmado and Mina were very successful 
against some oi the enemy's posts and detachments, when their 
army was collected for the relief of Ciudad Rodrigo; but these 
occurrences would occupy too much ground from our main sub* 
ject to be entered on more ftiUy. 

Whilst the two main armies were thus laying watching each 
other's movements, the British and their allies were not inactive 
in other places ; particularly Lieutenant General Hill, who ftd 
been ordered to march into Estreroadura, with the troops under. 
his command. He marched by Aldea del Cano to Alcuesca^io 
search of General Girard; and on the 27th of October, having 
information that the enemy were in motion, he proceeded thraii|j(i 
Aldea, being a shorter route than that taken by the French, and 
affording a hope of being able to intercept him, and bring himlb 
action. On the march he learned that Girard had halted bis 
main body at Arroyo de Molhios, leaving a rear guanrd at Albalaf 
-which was to General Hill a satisfactory proof that he was igno- 
rant of the movements of the allied detachment General HiU» 
therefore^ determined to surprise him, ^nd accordingly made a 
forced march to Alcuesca that eveping, where the troops were so 
.placed as to be out of sight of the eoeroy, and no (ires were al- 
lowed to be made. On the arrival at this place, which is not 
more than a l^!^;ue from Arroyo, General Hill was more fully coiV" 
vinced that Girard was ignorant of his movements, and also ex- 
tremely off his guard; he determined, therefoi^, ^n attetgpting 
to surprise him, c^ at least to bring him to action,, before he should 
Inarch io the morning'; and the necessary^dispositions were made 
for that purpose. 



tht gi^und orcr whUh the troops Tjrcre to maiKBaVit being i. 
pl^D, thioly scattered vith oak aod cork trees. General B^Wb 
object vas, to place a body of troops so as to cut off thq i^treai 
of the eoeiny, either toTriixillo or Merida; he, therefore, moved 
the army froin their, bivrouack (or resdog placfc without teota) 
Dear Alcuesca^'about two in the roomiog of the 28tli, in one 
columo, right in front, direct on Attcyc del Molino. On ar* 
riving within half a mile of tbe town, when under cover of d^Iow 
ri<!^, theeolinuQ closed and divided into three c<4umDs, tbe in- 
fantry being on the* right and left, and the cavalry occupying the 
centre. As tie day dawned, a violent storm ot rain and thick 
sM came on, under cover of which (he ^columns advanced ac- 
c<»diog to the coiecrted plan ; flie left column proceeding for the 
town, under Lieutenant Colonel Stewart; the Tlsf, and part o£ 
the 60th, and 92d, at a greater distance, and the 50th in close 
c(rtumn, somewhat in the rear, with the guns as a r«erve. The 
right column, uoder Major General Jloward, having the 3pth re- 
giment aiB a reserve, broke off to (he right, so as to turn the 
CQemy*8 left; and having gained about the distance qC acingpa 
shot to that flank* it marched.in a circular direction upon the 
further point of the crescent fornjtd by the troops, whilst the 
cavalry, under Sit William Erskine, moved bfetweenthe two 
columns of iafantry, ready to act in front, or move round either 
^ them, as occasion might require. 

*he advance of the British columns was tinperceived by 
the tncaif until they approached very near, at which moment 
Ihey were fifing but of the town upon the Merida road ; the rear 
^ Ihe cflJmnn, some of the cavalry, and part of the baggage, 
Wag stiu;vithin k, though doe brigade Wiufadtrj had marched 
Jroai MedelHn tn hour before di^iigbt * ' ' 

AlekerfT0iattiiof|«er«utei! ^: '^ : 
•lX^^ ^^^ r€toni€dto oyivetMoixf^enm %a»t t Terytoagli job, tbemalt 
•tjNuch, boircTcr.ara^ly .omptnsates ni for t^e fatigues vc underwent. 
^rmfcrching:Uiei.bo»eday,onthefe7HiirriV|.dataYirHigc caUed Aleu- 
^ken wclty-toj^a^m, y^lfimX bfcihg MWed to U^hi fire^ia eon.^. 
I^e^ of the Tiftinitir of the enemy. ' TW, ««i tt.'^^ ^(*k ti our poor frl. 
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At this moment the 71st aod 92d rcpmeuts diarged iato Ifie 
1(^)^0 with chcets, and drove the enemy everywhere at the point 
of thq^bayoDet,bavibg only a few of their men cut down by the 
enemy's cavalry. The enemy's infantry which had got oat of the 

Iowt--f they, had eaten nottiiug for two days, and after marching aU day in 
tiie pouring i^aiy, were obliged to lie in a jiloughed fieW up to their knees in 
mod. ' 

^* We marched about two o'elock, quite dark, and raining drcadfolly, ami 
by daybi*eak we had three brigades formed under a hill, witiua cannon ahot 
of the place where Monsieur was still snoring, unconscious of Ids daiiger. 
One out>lying piquet of the enemy would haVe frustrated our plan ; they fuul 
«ne about a mile from the village, hut most fortunately they bad retired (}n 
«ons^queuee of the troops having an oi*der to march at six oVlock) just ^^e* 
fore the (yead of our column caHae to the spot. The vaHous regiments 
tormifig these brigades brought their left shoulders forward, and marched^ or 
rather ran, In the best possible Ordcr^ to gain the Merida road before tht^ 
enemy, which done they would have no allernatiro but to take to the 
mountains. • 

' <* T wo or three canoon sliot from the village informed us that the bi^ U«d 
not flowd ; they wc;re, however, formed outside of it, and ready to xxuiroh« 
General Girardlauglicd, and said that the English were too fond of comfort t» 
get out,of their beds such roomings as these, (i-ntning hard,) he thought it .\r at 
only an adf aticed party of the Spaniards, and was ordering his men ottt of die 
town in ordor (as he said) to drubtlvem heartdy. Ob ttirning ixmnd, the -fiti^ 
man ho saw was one of tlie 9Sd ; then he rode ofif to set his troojps in mn||uu 

"The ^reiich officers in the to wA behaved reraatkably well — they singled 
out, and sword in hand attacked the British commanders. The honourabh? 
Colonel Cadogan had the capct)t through on his head with a coup de salkres 
Colonel Stewart of the 50th (who ooromiidded IbehrigiJde) was knocked. oft 
his horse; and JLieuteuant Colonel Cameron of the !)9il 'severely wounJed. 
But the Frenchmen aobu received the reward of thHr temerity, for the^liolc 
fouad in the nllage vt^arp either killed or made prisoners by the brare gfid* 
Goi-don's fiighlande;*^ '\ 

" Girard; who was wounijed twice,- got off wiA three or four hundred mei^ 
and they say tour "xagles ; «but they weire invisible, the officers ha^ia^ 
pocketed them. When we sa«r' th(^eVas no pO«ibitit5' of foHgwing ^KVa* 
we tried a ruse de '^i€tre afftr their own ikshipni but it di<l not do — A flrn^ 
of truce was sent to tell them tha{ t^tcj* were Btfrrouoded, and to ask them 
to surrender. . ' , 

** The men and oJlic^s seeme^ inclined to do so, and an officer aad' a'^w 
men actually came c^;. but Cirard said he would' never "surrender ^•witHTifc, 
and if taken there v^9 ^e VCAourcc^ pomtii^; io-hi^ idstola— >iM was im t«7«<», 
and much agitated * ♦ * x ' ' • . ' ' 
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town.had, by the time these regimeotB arrived at the extremity of 
it» formed into two squares, ^ith the cavalry on their left; tlie . 
whole were posted betwceu the Merida and Medelliu roadi, 
fronting Alcuesca. "< 

These squares were formed close to the town, but the gardea 
walls were promptly lined by tlie 71st light iotxntry, whilst the" 
92d filed out and formed a line ou the epemy's flarJc, the nhole 
■throwing in a hot and well directed fire. In the mean time one 
whig of the 50th regiment occupied the town, and secured tlw^ 
prisoners ; ^and the other wing, along with the three six pounders, 
skirted the outside of it. the artillery, as soon as within. rangp. 
firing wHh great effect upon the squares. ' ., 

' Whikt the enemy was thus occupied upon the right, CencrM 
Howard's column continued moving upon llieir left, and die allied 
eavalry advancing, and crossing the head of the enemy V column, 
cut off the cavalry from the infantry, chargtegit repeatedly, and - - 
putUng it to the rout. The 1 3th light dragoons at'the same tinic* 
took possession of the enemy's artillery. 

In this part of the business, the Spanish cavalry, uwjei; tlie 
Count dePenne Villemur, behaved remarkaWy ' i^et ; for the 
British cavalry *^h^ving been somewhat delayed by theldwrkDCss v,, 
of the night and the badness of tlic road, the Spaniards ^ere the 
first to form upon the plain, and gallantly engaged the enemy 
uotil the British tame up. " ' • . 

The whole body of the French were now in . full retteaf, but 
Oeoeral Howard's column having gained the point to which;it ;. 
was directed, and the left column coming fast upon them, tJii?y ■ - 
had no resource but to surrender, or to disperse apd ascood th^ ^ 
mountain, -which forms one extremity of the Sierra of Moirtan- 
ches, and is almost inaccessible. 

I'he latter attempt they preferred ;. and, 8cran4)Uo^ up tlie 
eastern extremity, were followed. closely \fy the' 23& aod 34th 
rcginamits, whUst the 39th and c4obA Afthworth's f ortuguese - 
infantry followed round flie foot of the mountain'to take them In 

flank. 

As may be imagined, the enemy's troops w«re by this time io 
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the utmost panic; the caralry were fljlog la trerj direcUoiit 
the infantry throwing away their arms, and the only efToft of | 
cither was to escape. The troops^nder General Howard'a coin-* 
maud, as well as those he had sent round the point of the moaa- 
tairi, pursued them over the rocks, making prisoners at eTwy 
step, until his own men became so exhausted, and few in Dafiiber,t 
that it was necessary for him to halt and secure the prisooen. | 
The force which Girard had with him'at the conunenceiBeat ■ ( 
of thei business, consisting of 2,500 infantry and 600 caraJiy, * 
were now ^totally dispersed or captured ; amongst the latter of < 
whom were General Brunc, the Prince d'Afemberg, two Uente- J 

^uant colonels, an aid«de-camp, thirty captains and subalterns, \ 
and upwards of 1^000 soldiers, with the whole of their bagjgage, • J 
artillery^ commissaria(^ and even the contributions which Aey ' >.! 
))ad recently levied. The enemy^s loss in killed was also rcrj 
severe, whilst, from the circumstances of the case, it was vciQr 
trifling on the side of the British. Girard escaped himself with 

. two or three hundred men, but without arms, and even ihest wefc 
mncb hari^sad in their retreat hy the Spanish peasantry. 
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SECTION IX. 

Sf &Blfb afEk^i—Sarrender of Blake^Hepulte of HoQlbrnn^Sicge of Qiud^d 
Rodrigo— AMauH and surrender of Uiat for tress — Lord Wellington cretteA 
an earl — Siege of Badajoz — Military details — Assault of the citadel, and 
Burreoder of the place— Anecdote»— GaUimt condoct of the British earalrf 
at Villa Qaveia— Marshal Sotllt kept in cheek in Andalotia-^xempUrjr 
aonduct ofthePoHuguew militia— Sir Botflvid Hill's expedition to Alma-'^ 
raz — Gallant assault of that place, and its destruction— March to Salamanca 
^•Betreat and manoeun'es of the French army — Salamanca taken by the 
British-^iege and capture of the French fortified posts hi that city —moTt- 
ments of Marmont's army— Gallant affair of the Britbh cavalry with th* 
re^r g;uard of the enes^y— MoTements bt;fore the battle of Sa1amaaoa«- . 
Incidents connected with that afiair— Bat ti^ of SaXlAv AinsA— An^o* 
dotes of the actioo>^Defeat and pursuit of the French army«— Fall of Ge-' 
mend Le Marehant— Affecting anecdote of aa English lady, &e>^ &c. &e. 

THE year 1812 opened witk a sevece misforti^ne to the 
Spanish cause on the eastetacgiasty where Valencia not onlj ca* 
{Mtulated, but Blalte mrrendcred with his whole armj, giving up 
immense magazines of all kinds of stores to the French, who were 
indeed less successful at Allcant, where Mootbrun was repulsed 
early in January. 

On the 8th of January Lord WelllngtoB commenoediiis in- 
Testmeiit of Ciudad Rodxigo, which had been lately considerably 
strengthened; for since the French had got possession of, it they' 
had constructed a paHsadoed redoubt on the hill of Sc Francisco, 
and fortified three coavents iu the subiiri), the defences of which* 
were conuected with the new work on the bill ofSt. Francisco, 
and with the whole line by which the suburb was surrounded. 
By these means they bad increased the difllcuk^ cf approaqhii^ 
the place, and it was necessary to obtain posse8Mon4>f the woi|^ 
on the hill of St Francisco before. ai^ progress cottld b^ n^de it 
the attack. . * 

According^, Mijor Ocneral Crawiofd, who was Jo' charge of 
the mdvaoced operations, directed a detachment of.theJi^ht dfvi- 
sioD» under the otramaad -oULieot^nant Colonel Colbouane of the 
'52d, to attack the i^ork' A^tt|^ afier dark^ which wtia executed 
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. la a fttf able style, the whole beiog carried by storm ; two <^- 
taios and forty-seTeo men taken prisoners, and the rest of the gar- 
arison put to the sword duriog the assault. The loss of the asaaii- 
aots was but trifling, and they took three pieces of cannon. 

The main body of the French army did not receive intcll^eDce 

of these operations unmoved ; and Lord Wellington received io- 

. forms^tion of their, preparing the assemblage of troops at Sala- 

^ manca to a certain extent; this, however, only hastened his 

• Operations, and made him persevere in the siege with redoubled 

. Vigour. 

The capture of this place was of great importance to the csuse 
of the allies; and it is a t>lea6ure to observe, that the pe<^e of 
'Castile contemplated the operadons with great interest, and 
aflbrded much assistance upon all occasions. The milftaiy 
efforts of the Spaniards, too, were of some considerable utility; 
for th^ Marshal' del Campo, Don Carlos d'£spagne» and Don 
^ Julian Sanchez^ observed the enemy's movements be/ond the 

' Tormes during the si^e, and showed themselves worthy of the 
assistance afforded th^m by the gallant British army. 

The events of the siege also put in possession of the British 

upwards of ooe huoilred and fifty-three pieces of ordoaoce, Jn- 

cludiog the heavy train belonging to. the French army, together 

with immense quantities of ammunition and stores : and thexe 

.were sucrenderad with the' governor. General Barrier, about 

•seventy-eight ofltcers, and seventeen hundred men, prisoners. 

On the 24th of January the gallant General Crawford died of ' 
Mis wounds, lamented by the army, and regretted by hts com.- 
if nrnnder in chief: and on the 29tli Lord WelBogton i;eceivedin- 

-tclligence of Marshal Marmont having arrived at Salamanca seven 
days previous, wheaO six diviuoas of the anvy of Portugal were 
collected on the two siicpeediog days. 

As yet, the. French did mot venture to advance; butCveoeral 
Souham'a divisioQ, with about six hundred cavaiVy and some ar- 
tillery. Were sent as far as Matilla, and p^troUed in advance to 
- Sau Munez and Tamamea; but this movement was merely ' to « 
ascertain tfa^fectof t^e fall of Ciudad Bodriigis wbeatbay thot^t 

4 '. / 
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t)roper immediately to return Ip the Tormes. Hib loFdsUp/ 
however, for the preseat, took no active notice of these demoot^ 
strations, but contented himself \fith repairing the damage which 
the British fire had done to the works, and in a sliort time put* 
the whole place into a good state of defence. 

The impression made at home by this accpusition was very 
^reat, as it showed tiiat the conduct, the prudence, and the gal- 
lantry, of Lord Wellington had so far operated in favour of the 
general cause as to keep the enemy in check even whilst he was 
besieging their most important depots; whilst the inactivity of Ae 
. Frenc^, and their inability to march to the defence of so impor- 
tant an object, clearly showed the manifest superiority of the allies, > 
in consequence of the judicious measures of the noble oommandeif 
in chief. 

Not was he pennitted to go unrewarded, as his royal highiAfiS 
(lie prince regent immediately created him Earl of Wellington, in 
addidoof to his other titles and honours. On this occasion, toCi, 
witli a just attention to military merit, his rOyal highness noticed 
his brav^ companions in arms, qomioatiog Lieutenant Generals ' 
Graham and Hill as knights of the most honourable order of 
the 6ath. '* 

Towards the middle of Februaiy some movements on the part 
of the French took place, two divisions of the army of. Ponugal, 
together with General Montbrun's cavalry, having advanced to 
the Tagus, in the vicinity of Talayera and Toledo; but at die 
same time General Bonnet was obliged to evacuate the Asturias, . 
suffering considerably in this operation, not only from the wea*^ 
ther, but also from the attacks of adetachmcxfiof the army ^f 
Gallicia, and of General Porlier^s eorps. 

The guerilla parties also continued to increase and their ope^ 
rations became ever)' day of more importance ; particularly that 
active partizan Saomily who about this thne was powcrlul enough 
to intercept the communications of the army of Portugal in Up- 
per Castile, near Medina del Oampo, where he took a considera- 
ble number of prisoners; whilst the party of Cnesta, another 
partizan, attacked a lar^ body of French infantry which had 
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i tilh oC Marck aod ^^^ carried br ^^j^lI^ i3i aassach oa Use 
t<b cn ApriL «5i^42Tfcr a <kffree *rf gi.'.tr^ acid ptnerprtBce, 
c^nxi t» acT thkor •^ aDcktc or cwdtrs t»rr?.* 

It tusl wK bt forjpa-tfl, lim ^vvjz tie wis^lc of tts ardaotu 
beaiefife. Lord Wdli:i£^» Lad tj^A difcraltV^s t» c o g tc ad wkh, 
ia coDseqTji?2ce of tlx tctai fnlmre rf the chiJ acl!:K7mk» «f Ihc 
pnniiic* oC Aletrte}o lo p^rionD Ukeir doij, »d to npptj tbe 
ara J viib oaeaas of tracaport ; these ^HiBoilds c«)dxui€d also to 
cjtirt ereo aft^Trards, vrtJi tbe exc^Joe of Ge^errf Virtorea, 
tbfc GorernoT of Elvas, who, togetlMr wilh tbc troops umlcr hi* 
comiBaud, made evcrr cxertioa aad did aO ia tlieir pover, f» 
eoacnbute to the reoeral sucees. ' 

Tiiese eperatioM were viered bj- the French with great un* 
ca0ioes»,btU wtthoataoj active atteapi oa their part to frustrate 
tjjeai. Mar5!rtl Sonlt, bieed, left Seville on tbe l0t of AprH, 
with all tbe troops which he couW collect io Aodalusia; and be 
was iu commuiiicalioii wjih the troops which had retired from 
Estremachira, under General Drouet, two days a&erwarda, and 
OQ the 4th of April advanced as far as Lkrena* 

In proportkra, tbea, as be should advance. Lord WelliogtoD, 
with great prudence, determined to coccetitrate his own troops z 
aad he, therefore, gave directions to tieuteaaot Geoerab Hill 
and Graham, who were in advance towards Llerena, to retire 
slowlj from that Ticinitj and the upper parts of the Guadi- 
ana. • 

But up to the 7th, eveu before he could hare heard of tbe fail of 
Badajoz, Marshal Soult seems to have acted veiy circum^>eetlr, * 

• Aboat tfiia period, at home* an act was passed for settling and securtoc a 
handsome annuity on Earl Wellington, and ihe two next persons to whom the 
title of Eari of WeUingtoa shall dcKcnO^ ia eonaidcratioa of his eminent acf 
Ticei* 
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ritluHit fiuikiofc aoy iliKiided moveio«iti, ulUjougb he bad 
Icfl fun/raiil witli mntkU dci^tlmwnXB of cavalry, and bad 
|>tiilicit this ndmDcid piard of hh mtaaiTf a» far u Uit* 

Tlttie «eeni% Jwrwevcr, lo have been a ^nint of «iiily of deBi^o 
nODgst d»c French cotiimaiid^^ra at lhi» mcuDCUt. None af die 

ny of For^tgal liad attempted anj morumtnt lowardB l!ic 
itlu iD order in ftimi a coiuiutiuication vdtb Soiiit ; nnd M^r- 

nt htmsdf, \tlio w^ ihen ua Uie fiDotki^ of Ca5lile, coik 
Eiled h);ii»plf ^itli eatfiblkUiog a body of troops toireeo the 
aod Agiicda, an*^ with recooaaitriog iUmeida caxly in 

kI Brigadier General AV Hiia«'« other dlvtsi**tj of the ForUtgutU! 
^ ' ' ^ •*' ^v : vihihi Li(nili> 

' ' ; , . vv ith vi[mYi tif the 

ops iiodet Ijkcamiuaud bnvards the Douru. 

Sth of .'^ ' ''' ' ' ■ . ■' ^^h<fic 

i']yni\H\\ .:--„,:.._-.. _:j ,....:, i:_ j>gliirrft 

of UiA faU of Badaiof, djouj^hl proper li> retire brforc 
Ji! the w.xi V- ' of Amitl 

porccktl to inarus^ blai by d^fachmeutd; iLnH acc^rdiogly Sii 
'Ije r.avatr} ' :ir 

.11 a very lu..... -.o^,. j.j .,. , ....... ;:...i wiUi 

I succrgis thni thi prt£:fny rtitin-il thalTfrydny from lAertnAt 
'rerwordM entirely eFacualod the wbol^ pfi^ ^ 

■-r. corpn rtf I Hi! SpnniAlt eriuj i>t romiim- 

' air- 
ily iiv: i.uuiit <r_ i i i»,3^: i j i fjt 

.5tli army whkb bs(! Wf'H f^ 
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tif Seviltet nnd af the fortirieil consent on Uim iUe of ibr \ 
m to retire williifi Uicir works. 

. :v piftce Oil the 5th of April; btil 011 ^ KmIi ij 

Con(t* n^treaM* actonltug to a sug^reetioti ft<m Lo»' 
toil htmfitlf, in c^ ^e of the 1 

Iftioty wliicU he t^ .. „■„ Marshal , 
ilttttsia without nicking ati artion. 

1 hb retreat Souh ^ <1* p errai 

tnolestcdi witli the t'.\tLj.,. u dI" Sii StttpL.-La u. 
hit rear gunnt, m It was tiot at Umt itminoDt, fm 
|K» Lord Weill ngton to bring him to ; 

DOiUK .io.uiftiit was f>^T*l^«"« ''•''^^^^ show of odbuiu V i. ,.-p 
keep 14 tg C in dad Rot it i; but he bad doc re 

make any attack upoo it, uor had even repcaird \m nidltiai 
da, having iuUbn^d mim b.ss m his former recimtM^isanr 
place. 

Co the "ill, the very day on which Bjidajoz fr 
iimuhtir of the Iroop^ of the army of Portugal in 1 
iiood of Cmdad RodrigO} and engaged in itt Mock 
^nd tnaLTched tqwurd« SabufHl» \there Mariufi^ul tb6^ 

This movemeot obligtHl some of the d£ladiiiieiit» ttf ike 
arntj, itdvanced in thai (juarLi^r, to fall ba€i| for Msjcn* Qfi 
Victor Ahen, tvli*. t ^ ' ' a kept in front of C:i • ' r 
the Hi huBsars um : . ^id of Mai^h* wns - 
at a digtaijc^) tlirough Loif^r 3/dtnt^ by Marftfaal Mtr 
vtir ' :■ I Sued Castdio Bmnro on Ikftl 

A| ^ I he French adraort^d ^uar 

f Uttti;^ of two IhoitBaud live hundred tneilt 6if«ri 
■ ' ' CastelTo ^ ' 

• „ ^ 1 '^ "' r General L_ l . ., .,i. 

pxilt, of milliia, ioix;iir€ upon SarticdoB, when heaiv 

About Um perio^U Lord WtH'i^'ion tiji**tn»- ly-md n***! 
y%\ fjMm had retired acroia ih* 
oi^Ofiff Ihitt nvn afdini but b^ had no qoodot done fo^ ihaai 
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Pfeoch idvanced guard retired from Castello Branco, whtcli 
place was immediatelj taken possessioQ of a second time by th^. 
ttoited corps of Geaerals Alteoaod Le Cor. 

As 8000 as Lord Wellington yrzs apprised of SouU's retreat- 
from Villa Franca, he immediately put the army in motion to- 
wards Castile; and on the 16tb of April the British advanced 
guard was at Castello Brauco. . 

As the British army continued its march towards Alfayates 
tiie enemy kept retiting before them : the last of them crossed 
Ihe Agueda on the 23d of April, and on the following day they 
were in full retreat towards the Tonnes. 

The lieavy rains which had fallen before the 1 3th and 19th 
had produced such torrents in the rivers, as to carry away the , 
bridge whi<^ they had constructed on the Agueda, immediate^ 
above Ciudad Rodrigo; but they were enaMed to repair itbc^ 
fore the pursuing British came up, and the leading divisions of 
.Iheir army crossed by the Puente d' el Yillar, and the fords of/ 
the upper Agueda ; the rear only taking advantage of the bridge ' 
near^Clttdad B.odrigo. , ' 

- Up to the latter end of April the enemy continiied their retreat ; 
and as soon as Lord Welluigton was certain of their having re- 
tired beyond the frontier, he directed Lieutenant General Sir 
Rowland Hill to carry into execution a plan of operalions against 
their posts and establishments at the passage of the Tagus -at 
Almaras. 

* Though Lord Wellington did not personally superintend this 
measure, yet, as forming a most conspicuous part of his plan of 
-operations, it deserves particular notice here. 

Owing to the necessary preparations for thfs expedition^ Sir 
Rowland could not b^n his march before the 12th of May, 
whi<^ he did with the 2d division of infantry^ and attained hie 
objects by taking by storm forts Napoleon, and Ragusa, and the 
tcte da pont and other works, by which the enemy's bridge waa - 
guarded; by destroying those forts and works, as well as the 
• Inidge and establtshments; and by the capture of their, cpas^a* 
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rincs, wUh two hundred aad fifty prisoners, anSd eighteen 

of cannon. \*: ■ 

The general importance of this measure, as connected 
' liord Wellington's plan of future operations, may be drava i 
the consideration that the road f^^m Almaras affords the i; 
good military communication across the Tagus, and from tbiTvi 
Tagus to the Guadiana, below Toledo. All the permanesl' 
bridges below the bridge of Aftobispo had been destroyed durj 
ring the war, by the different parties of belBgeranta, and tbe^ 
French had not been able to repair them; tliis one, indeed, te'J 
'sixayed at Almaras, was a bridge of boats, but Lord WeB 
' had good reason to believe that the enemy had not the means i 
repairing it. 

In addition to this, the commumcations from the bridges of 
Araobispo and Talavera to the Guadiana being very difScaU, 
and not deserving of being considered as military committlca' -u 
tions for a large army, the evident result of tills well laid) aild^ 
well executed plan, was to cut off completely the shortest and' 
best communication between ibe armies of the south and of Por- 
tugal; and, therefore, a leading incident in those manoeavxes 
which enabled his lordship to catch Marmont siogle handed at 
. the gallant affair of Salamanca.* 

• 

? It is a pleasing part of a biographer's task to mark in tbe present plgjc^l 
ibe eomprehensivc mind of tlie gallant commaa4.er ia chief in those ale^*^ ^ 
''; Tangements ; for \re may see that even whilst preparing for himself n stra^fM 9 ' ^ 
path to his subse^iucnt harvest of laurels, he at the same time contriTed W" 
draw off some of the pressure of the French aroues in the aouth froi^jtfw^ 
patriots in that quarter^ even whilst confining them within the Emits ofihat 
very distiict* 

. Bven this was of an importance which, though not immediately abmTablc||«-j 
• vat cloubtless of coasidemble advantage ; for we see that nearl/ sboDt^^ 
. t)mo when the Fren^ troops, as already mentioned, marched from Seli 

towards the Cond^ido de I^lebla, another considerable detachment under ^I^^^jt^^^ 
' Jial Boult went towards the Moekade of Cadiz, and it waa even expeeted iJiat. r^) 
the French in Andaluaa would be strong enough to make another attaekL^aTH ., J 
TantTa ; but as soon as the enemy .received early intelfigence of Sir^^tev^ 'f V 
laud Hiirs ftdvanec, they were forced to make movements on t^nk lc<i» * * 
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lo the north, and on the side of Castile, the French seem to 
have been aware about this time of tiieir awkward situation. In 
both Old and New Castile they were in motion, two of their 
divisions having been sent across the Tagus by the bridge of 
Arzobispo, and thence moved along the road to Deleytoea, in 
order to cover the withdrawing of their advanced post of Mira- 
botc* 

The wh(^ of the allied army of Portugal also made a move- 
ment to their led ; part of them being on the Tagus, and Mar- 
mont's head-quarters being moved from Salamanca to Fron- 
tieros. 

Further north, General Bonnet, with his band of plunderers, had 
been able to do no better than to make two predatory excursions 
towards the frontiers of Oallicia; but had again entered the 
Asturias, and resumed the possession of Ovicdo and some other •* 
towns* Yet even there the Spaniards were beginning to exert . { 
themselves, and General Mendizable was so far in their rear as 
to keep possession of the town of Burgos, though the enemy still 
retained flie castle. Indeed, at this period, in all parts of the 

vlkkher G«aecal Drouct directed the troops under his eomnuuxd^ arriviog 
vpatk the Gaadiaaa at MedelUn on the I7th of May. . 

In this position was Sir WiUiam Ersldne's division of caralry, whi^h had 
remained in liower Estremadura vith a part of the ^d division of infantrj, 
and tome other troops under Lieutenant General Hamilton. On the i8th of* 
May a detachment of Drouet's eaTalry drove in their piquets as far as 
Biberai but though mu^ superior in fdroe,he did notventore to. attack 
th«m. 

Indeed, the efiectsof Soult's reinforeements to Hm besieging army at Cadix 
mi^ have been of considerable consequence as far as regarded the defence 
«f that pbee ; but this marshal fodnd himself obliged to mIoTe from the 
blockade of Cadiz towards Cordova; and the troops which had marched from 
Se^iDe into the Condado de NiebU found it lieoessary to retuni to SetilLe 
aboolthe same period. 

They were not in sufRcient time, however, to check the gaOant Hill ; fon 
he had attained his object, and returned to Truxillo, beyond all risk of 
bong attacked by a superior force, kMig before the French troops were able 
to assemble } they, therefore, had no odier alternative but to fall back upon 
Cordora. 
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' cauDtijy the boldness and activity of the guerillas were €oii- 
stantlj iocreasiDg; and their operatlous against the commoo eoe- 
iQ7,were daily becoouog more and more important. 

From this period until the middle of June the two armies kept 
nearlj in sight of each other, but without attempting any thing 
on either side, until the 13th of June, when the British troops 
crossed the Agueda, and marched forward in three columns^ the 
troops under Don Carlos d'Espana forming a fourth; aud the 
whole arrived upon the ValmusaVa ilvulet about six miles from 
Salamanca, on the following day. The enemy on the 16th showed 
some cavalry, aud a small body of infantry, in front of the 
town, and manifested a design to hold the heights on the south 
side of the Tormes, but their cavalry were immediately drlvea 
in by. the BriUsh advance, and on that very evening'they thought 
' proper to evacuate Salamanca, leaving a garrison of about eight 
■ ■ hundred men in the fortifications which they had erected on the 
ruins of the colleges and convents which they had dei^olished. 

By the fure from these they protected the passage of the Top* 

mes by Uie bridge; but this was unavailing, for the British 

troops crossed that river on the 17tb» by two fords in tlie viciu|ty« 

The forts were immediately invested by the 6th divisioa 

under the command of Major General Clinton; and, having been 

, accurately reconnoitred, it was necessary to break ground bofert 

*them; this was done on the evening of the 17th, and every thing 

was immediately put in a state of preparation for commencing a 

' fire from eight pieces of cannon at the distance of three hundred 

' yards from* the piincipal of the enemy's works, in hopes that the 

possession of it would produce the surrender of the rest. 

It was impossible to describe the tumultuous joy of the peopk 

-. of Salamanca upon the entrasce of the* British, troops. Lord 

Wellington was looked on as their saviour from French domhu* 

4ion; indeed, much had tliey suffered for more than three years, 

during which time the French, among other acts of oppression, 

had destroyed thirteen of twenty*five convents, and twentjHito 

of twenty-five colleges which once exiited in this celebrated ]Beat 

of learning. 
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The enemy retired by the road to Toro ; and their rear gdard» 
BO rapid was their progress, was fifteen miles from Salamanca &i 
the evening. They continued their retreat bj the same route on 
(be ensuing morning, with the intent of collecting their army on 
the Douro between Toro and Zamora. 

Marshal Marmont having collected his whole army on the 
Douro by the 19th of June, with the exception of. General Boo* 
net's division, which was still left in the Asturias, and some trifling 
gBrrtsons, he moved forward to oppose the British army on the 
28th from Fuente Sabino. 

Lord Wellington immediately formed the allied army, with the 
exception of the troops engaged in the operations agnnst the forts 
in Salamanca, on the heights extending from the neighlxmrhood 
of Villares to Morisco; and the advanced posts of the cavalry 
and infootry retired upon the army in good order and without 
Boaterial loss. 

The enemy remained in front during that night up to the evt- 
oing of the 21st, on which night they established a post on the 
right flai^k of the British, the possession of which by them de- 
prived the allies of an advantage which might eventually be of 
importance. 

Lord Wellington, therefore, directed Lieutenaift General Sir 
Thomas Graham to attack them in that post on the 22d, with the 
troops on the right under the command of Major Generals Hope 
and De Bemewitz. 

The enemy were driven from the ground immediately witk 
considerable loss; the assailants conducting 'themselves pai^u- 
larly well in this affair, which took place in nght of both armies. 
It is evident, therefore^ that Marmpnt was unwilling to risk the 
bringing on a general action ; and, indeed^ be thought proper to 
retire with his whole force during the night, and on the fdlowing 
evening posted himself with his right on the heights near Cabesa 
Vello6a,'and his left on the Tormes at Huerta; his centre being 
ilAIdiaRubnu 

The obiject of the enemy in this mipoauvre was to endeavour * 
to commiuitcate with the garrisons io the forts at Sdimanca, by 
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"Ae left of the Tomes ; but Lord Welliugtoa insta^ly developed 
their plan, and tp counteract it, iinmedbtely changed the fitont^ 
hb.arqdy, placing his riglM at St. Martha, 'where there is ft ford 
over the Tormes, and the advanced posts at Aldea Lingum? 
whilst Major General Bock's brig«ie of heavy drngpODa istt 
sent accoss the Tonnes in order to observe ibe passages vS the 
river. * 

The French crossed the Tormes at Huerta, about tvo o'clo^ 
of the momfaig of the 24th, in con^derable numbeifs^ oavahrjFt 
infantry > and artillery ; and there was soon every appearance erf v 
general movement in that direction* Cki this odKa^n die cdo^ 
duct of Major Qeneral Bock's dragoons was conspicuously gooi^ 
as Uiqr did every thing in their power to make knovmih^ «aoy- 
my,'s movements, and opposed their advance vigpieKMly, under 
many disadvantagcsi in order to aflford time for the di^osltlolitf* 
necessary to be made on the occasion. ^^ 

As soon as the Earl of Wellington was certain that theFxea^jjQ 
had crossed the Tprmes, he directed Lieutenant Oeaeral Sii^ 
' Thomas Graham to. cross that riv«r with the Ist and 7^4 
sions; and at the same time he sent over Major Genoi^l I^e Ma 
ehani's brigade of cavalry; and concentrated the remaindec^i 
the army between Moresco and Oabrerizos, keeping theadvani3 
post&still at Aldca Lingua. 'if 

By ndon, every thing being prepared for a general action, 
enemy had advanced as far as Calvarissa de Abaxo ; but ] 
moot, observing the disposition so judiciously made for his ^ 
reception/ thought proper to retire again in the aftemoeo ^ 
recross the Totmes at Huerta, and from thence to the po^Mflfk 
he had.before occupied.^ ^3L 

^«" 
• * Up to this petiodi the army Was so eompleteljr occupied, (h&t tho slef#i4* 
the foils did not ad^aiwe vith the rj^idity the piikitii oommaiKier bs'.^Vv 
. had tikpeoted. Indeed, from the pains takeo, and the expenae taeantd ^ • 
thebr constmc^, he was prepared meet with Some difficulties^ i "" ~ ~ 
Tided an egiupment aocordiogly ; these 4iti«ilties were of a i 
tiiPS ; and the forts, three in i^iuaboTy dieh defending the other, ' 
stroDgi although not of aregoUi' constraotbn. ^ 

By the S6th/f Jane there were breiehes open lb the content of si^ff^ 
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These eTentsifere not only of importsDce to the general cause, 
but they tend idso to display the character of the^ noble chieClain 

centi, which was the priooipal work ; but these could not be attacked with 
propriety until the aMaHaiits should get possession of San (3ayetano ; accord- 
iogjl^ Major General C^ton made an attempt to carry that work by storm 
on the nig^ of the 2$6, the gorge having been completely damaged by the 
tte from the British batteries— but the attempt unfortunately failed, and 
Major General Bowes unhappily but ^lantly fell.** 

Every nerve was now strained to hasten the reduction of those forts, in 
«rder that the British army might proceed further again»t the enemy ; and 
aeoordingly on the 266i, in tho afternoon, the ammunition which waa sent fyt 
hamg arrived, the fire was immediately recommenced upon the gorge of the 
redoubt of San Cayetano, in which a practicable breach was effected a( about 
ten o'clock ia the morning of the 27th, and the assailants had succeeded nearly 
about the same time hi setting fite to tiie buildings in the large fort of St Vin- 
centi, by the fire from- which the approach to San Cayetano by its gorge was 
defended. 

The £arl of Wellington seized on the eventful moment, and instantif gave 
directions that the forts of San Cayetano and La Merced should be stormed ; 
andf some little delay occurred, in Consequence of the commanding officers 
oTtheae forts in the first instance, and afterwards the commanding ofBcer of 
St Vuiee«ti, having expressed a desire to capitulate after the lapse of a cm*- 
tain number of hoars. ' As it was obvious, however, that those upropositions 
were made iu order to gain time, till the fire of St. Vineenti should be ex- 
tinguished, hit lordship refused to listen to any terms, unless the forts Aould 
be instantly surrendered ; and having found the commanding officer of San 
Cayetano, who was the first to ofier to surrender, was entirely dependant 
upon ihe Governor of St. Vineenti, and could not venture to carry into execu- 
tion the capitulation which he had offered to make, the earl imraedhitely 
gai^ (HreeXions that the storm of that fort, and also of La Mieroed, should 
iostently take place. 

This gallant assault was performed in the most uudaunted manner by de- 
tachments of the 6th division, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Bavies of the 36th regiment, under the direction of Major General Clinton. 
The tf^ps entered the fort of San Cayetano by the gprge, and escaladed 

*f The gallant major general was so eager for the saocess of the enter- 
priae, dwt he had gona forward with the stortning per^, which conned of 
a part of hia bingade, and was ironnded ; and after his first wound was dressed, 
he returned again to the assault^^nd received a second wound which killed 
hirt* The low bcMdn, both In offtaers and men, ^^^ connderable. 

37 
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in tlie raofit admirable point of viewj perhaps, indeed^ tlie biobC 
remarkable trait in his character upon tbis occamoo vas t)ie 
modesty with which he himBelf acknowledged the dtsappointmeod 
of his own expectations; saying, that he was tnuUiken io i}fe 
estimate of the extent of the means which would be u^cespai^ 
to subdue those forts, and was therefore obliged to send to the 
rear for a fircsh supply of ammunition, thus necessarily Gaiisic|(B 
delay of six days. 

As soon as the enemy heard of the fidl of those (brts, they in>- 
lyiediately withdrew their garrison from Alba dc Tonnes; and in- 
deed it may be said that the operations were carHed on la dg^ 

thfttof La IMTereed ; the wbole taking place with a Terj tnfling Ioh on chc 
^part of the Bntith. 

tHne good effects of thii rapidity of decistoQ, and gallantry of execation, 
were soon apparent; for no sooner did Ae British flag display its wiite4 
arosses through the retiring smoke, waving protection over tiboae watts wtMie 
lihe French etgle had screamed the cry of detolaiiois than the Governur oCSt- 
Vineeiitl sent out to notify the surrender of that fortress, <on the tem% whi«k 
had previoosly been offered. These were, that the garrison shoold martsb 
put whh the honours of war; that they should be prisoners of war ; and €l»e 
officers to retain their personal military baggage, and the soldiers their l^tt^ 
sacks.. 

With his aocostomed promptitude and humanity, his kurdship deemed it 
expedient to accept the place by capitulation on those terms, and to put a sto^ 
to the attack ; this was, however, a generous concession ; for such wei« ike 
judicious arrangements, and so ardent the impetuosity of the alfied troapt, 
that the 9th regiment of the Portuguese caeadorcs had stormed one eC'd^ 
outworks, and were actually at that moment in possessioo of it. 

This was «nother lesson to the French that neither thdr industry nor their 
valdnr could withstand the shock of Britidi perseverance and British galhirt- 
vy; in faet» in less than three weeks were thus carried woi%s whic'h hirf 
taken nearly three years tn constructing, and that with increafeed eo^iri^fir 
the preceding nine months. 

To make them tenable, a large expense had been incurred ; and iodeed 
those works being soffiotently garrisoned with about d^t hundred men, 9mA 
armed with thhrty pieces of art9Icr}-, were thus of a nature to render H lofsBy 
impossible to take them^ excepting by a regular attack; and it was obvioef 
that the French commander in chief relied upon their strength, and- vifan 
their being suflBctently gprisoned, and afmcd, as he had left ia St. Yhweoti 
large depots of clothing,, and military stftres ef every descriptioA. 
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cf Marmoht'8 annj, vhkh had remained Iq ita position, -with the 
T%ht at Cabeza Veliosa, aad the leJt at jUuerta, till the aigUt of 
the *J7th ot Juoe, when they broke itp/aod retired ia three 
'Colamijs towards tlie river Douro; ooe of them Reeling its 
march upoo Toro, and the others upon Tordesillas. 

On the 28th Lord Weltiugton also broke up the cantonments oi 
*tlie allied army, and on the 30th of June they were encamped on 
the Guarenal* 

On t^e l8t of July the British broke up their encamj^meot, 
and the enemy harii^ retired frpm Alaejos, they encamped that 
evening on the Trabancos, with the advanced guard iqpon Kava 
del Rey. The Earl of VYellingtoD having there got information 
that Marmoot had destroyed the bridge of Xordesillas, he imme- 
diately gave orders for the British advanced guard to cross the 
Zapardiel, and to move upon Uueda* which took place on the 
' momtiig of the 2dt supported i>y the left, whilst the right and cen< 
"tre of the army moved towards Medina del Cam)K>. 

It soon after appeared, however, that the enemy had not de- 
stroyed the bridge as reported ; but that their main body had re- 
tired upon Tordesillas, whilst their rear guard was left at Rueda. 

On this, Lieutenant General Sir Stapleton Cotton imme- 
diately attacked their rear guard with Major Generals Anson's 
and Alten's brigades of cavalry; and drove them in upon the main 
body at ToideslHas. As the right and centre of the British 
army were, however, at some distance. Lord Wellington was un- 
able to bring up a sufficient body of ttoops in Ume to attack the 
enemy during their passage of the Douro, and accordingjy they 
eQected that operation with but little loss, taking their positloD on 
that^river, with tbdr right on the lieigbts opposite Polios, tlieir 
centre at Tordesillas, and their left at Simaacos in the Pisaeiga. 

* Tbe to!»l ton in these affiurs on the allied aide was, 1]5 killed and 38i 
-wonnded. The prisoDera amount^ to 706— and yet Marshal Maaniont hto 
aiftee declared that these garrisons oaused a greater loss to the aWestban 
•iheir own fiimiber Amoanted to* Kow it most be remembered that even tliis 
total oC tl«e aUies ^ed and wounded did not abM)Intely take plaeb at 'tiie 
attacks oiilf, but in Other partial alfain of tbe two armies, bet wi>eD tbe IStb 
said 27th of June inehifiive. 
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iliB ioidsliip OD the uezt day, tbe 3d of June, moTed his left t» 
Follo8» aod obtained posseisioDof the ford over the Douro at thai 
place, in front of the' positioos of Mannont'a ri^; but as tbe 
ford wa3 scarcely pcacticable for infantry, and the eneo^'acoipB 
were strongly posted, ^itfai a considerably quantity of artyiesrf; 
on those heights already mentioned, which commanded the plain 
00 which the British troops must hsnre formed after crdsang Hie 
lord, aiid as, at the same time, he could not with propriety estaWish 
the airmy on the right of the Douro until he had adeqoale ineana 
t)f i^assiog that river, he did not at that moment think it pmdeot 
p push the advanced corps any further.* 

In the course of the 15th and 16th of June, the enemy moved 
all their troops to the right of their position on the Douro, a&d 
th^ army was concentrated between Toro and San Romto. ' A 
considerable foody then passed the Douro. at Toio on the 16th, 
when Lord Wellington immediately moved the allied army to 
their left on that night with an intention to concentrate on dsa 
Onarena. As the Earl of Wellington most canduliy aod modestly 
observed in his public despatches, it was totally out of his power 
to prevent Marraont from passing the Douro at any point which 
lie might think expedient, as -he had in his posBession M Uie 

* General Bonnet, vlioin the hitter end of Jane had been at Aquladel 
Campo, joined Marfliont'B army on tbe 7th of July. Ta fact, Martnont leems 
to haYei feU hiniself obliged to make every efi^rt in his power to keep tbe Bri- 
tish in check; a^d, in consequence of this, the moment Bonnet joined hiai 
he extended his llne» pushing his right as Tar as Toro^ where be began rq^tir-. 
lag the bridge which he had before destroyed. 

Whilst the two grand armies were thus wat^ng each other, Lieutenant 
General Hill was doing good service m the south, where he kept SonU so 
much in oheok> as to prevent him ftom making any dirersion b fiiwNir of the 
arm(|r of Portug;al. - * . 

General Hill broke up from Albuera on the 9d of tbe month, and moved 
upon his enemy, who retired before biin to Cordova ; on tlie 9th he was at 
I4er«na, and at that time pirt of 80011*8 force had mvthed upqo.Fuefita 
Oyejuna from Berienga; and. General Drott6t, with ten thousand men^ wdi 
a very small proportion of artillery, bad marahed through CampiUo^ uppiL Z»> 
lamea. 8uch was the sta^ of aflOurs in die aoath previoaa to die iii^<»tfat 
events now approaching. 
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lodges OTer that rirer and noftoy of the fords; howeTer, he re* 
cro86ed the Boiuro at Toro, on the night of the 16th» moved his 
fAole army to TordesiUas, where he agaio crossed the river on 
- the moroiog of die \Uh^ and there again assembled his army at 
^ava del Bej, having marched not less than tea leagues in the 
coarse of the 17th. 

The 4th and light divisions of British infantry, and Major 
General Anson's bngades of cavalry, had marched to Castrejon 
on the night of the iQihy with a view to the assemUiog of the 
army on the Ouarena, and were at Castrejon, under tl^ orders of 
Ueutenant General Sir Stapleton Cotton, on the 17th, not having 
been ordered to proceed further, in consequence of his lordship 
' having got information that the enemy had not passed the Douro 
at Toro ; and there was not sufficient time to call them in between 
the hour at which he received the intelligence of the whole of the 
eoemy^s army being at La Nava and daylight of the morning of 
the 18th. 

The Earl of Wellington, therefore, with a due regard to pru- 
dence, immediately took measures to provide for their retreat and 
junction, by moving his 5th division to TordesiUas de la Ovdee, 
^ad Migor Generals MarchanCs, AUen's, and Bock's brigades of 
cavalry to Alaejos. 

Marmont*s advaiM^e attacked the troops at Castrejon at dawn of 
day of the 18th; but Sir Stapleton Cotton rauntaioed his post 
with great firmness, wkhout suffering any loss, till the cavdry 
liad joined him. Nearly about the same time, the enemy were 
enabled to turn by Alaejos the left flank of the British p9sition 
at Castrejon. 

These gallant troops now rettred in-adodrable order to Torde- 
uUas de la Orden, having the enemy's whole army on their flank, 
or in their rear; and thence to the Guarena, which river they 
passed under the sUme circumstances, and then effected Uieir 
junction with the army» « 

The enemy were now enabled iotske a very strong portion on 

«*tBe. heights on (he right of the Guarena, a river which runs into 

the Ddiiro, and is foimed by four streams that unite about a 
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ki^e below Canizel. In conseqaence of this, the Earl of Wei* 
lingloD immediately placed the 4th, 5th> and light divimois on 
the opposite heights, and directed the remainder of the army lo 
cross the Upper Guarena at Vallesa, in consequence of the ipptat- 
aoce of an intention on the part of the enemj to turn his rigM: 

. Shortly after this, however, Marmont crossed tiie Ouareni at 
Carteillo, below the junction of the streams, thereby maiiiifesth^ 
an intention to press upon the left, and to enter the yaUej of 
Canizel. At this period. Major General Alten's brigade of c»- 
valry, supported by the Sd dragoons, were already engaged with 
the enemy's cavalry, and had taken, among other prisoneta, 
the French General Carriere; and his lordship immediately^ 
directed the honourable Lieutenant General Cole to attack, wiA * 
Mi^jor General Anson's and Brigadier General Harre/s bri* 
.gades of infantry, (the latter under the command of Coloael 
StubbSy) Ae enemy's infantry, which were supporting their ca- 
valry, fie immediately attacked and defeated them with tte 
27th and 40th regiments, which advanced to the charge with 
bayonets. Colonel Stubbs' Portuguese brigade supporUog, and ibe 
ejciemy gave way ; many were killed and wounded ; and Major 
Genend Alten's brigade of cavahry having pursued the liigitiV^es, 
two hundred and forty prisoners were taken. 

The enemy, on that, day, did not make any further attempt 
upon the left; but having reinforced their' troops on that side, 
and withdrawn jthose which bad moved to thei^ left, Lord Wel- 
lington immediately countermanded that part of the army at 
VaUasa. 

On the 19tb»in the afternoon, Marmont withdrew all his troops 
from his right, and marched to his left by Tarragona, apparently 
with an intention of timing the British right; but, with the most 
jodicfous rapidity, the gallant eail crossed tbt Upper Ouarena at 
Vallesa and £1 Olmo with the whole of the allied army in the 
course of that evening and night; and then made every prepara- 
tion for the battle which was expected to take place on the plain 
of. Vallesa on the morning of the 20th. 

Marmont, however, teems not to have Telished this steady ap- 
4 
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pearance of the British; for instead of brtngiog them to actioo, 
he made, sliortly after day^ht, another moveaient iu several cO^ 
Inmos to his left, along the heights of the Guar^a, which nVet 
he crossed below Caota la Piedra, and encamped that evening- at ^ 
BaUla Fuente and YiUa Mala; whilst the allied army made a 
•correspondent movement to its right by Cantalplno^ and encamped 
*the same evening at Cabesa Yellosa, the 6Ui division, and 
Major General AUen's brigade, being upon tlie Tormes'at Aldea 
Liiugua* 

During these movements there were occasional cannonades, but 
without any loss on the side <^ the British. 

On the 2l8t iu the morning, the Earl of Wellington moved the 
4eft of the British army to the Tormes, where the whole was 
thus concentrated ; and, at the same time, Marmont made amov^ 
Bient towards the river Auerta. 

Through the whole of this manoBUvring, the enemy's object 
. was evidently to cut off the British communication with Sala* 
manca and Ciudad Rodrigo; but in this he was out-manoeuvred^ 
whilst on his side his out-lying posts found themselves so awk* 
wardly situated, that they abandoned and destroyed the fort of 
'jHirabete on the Tagus, so far back as the 14th, the gairisdn 
marching to Madrid, and tiiere forming part of the army of the 
centre ; in fact they were reduced to five itays* provisions, and 
could no longer remain io a hostile country. 

The important day, on which, perhaps, the fate of Spain de- 
pended* was now fast approaching; and on the 2ist in the cvenfhg, 
Marmont crossed the Tormes wKh the greatest 'part of hit 
troops, by the fords between Alba de Tormes and Huerta« 
moving by the left towards the roads leading to Ciiaiad Bjo^ 

The alKed army, closely watching hia movements, With tke 

• ekception of the 3d division and General IVUrban^s cavalry, 

likewise crossed the Tormes in the evening by the bridge of 

Salamanca, and the fords in the vicinity ;'whea the Earl of Wel- 

iKogton placed those troops jn a position, of which the right waa 
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upoa one of the two heightg called Dos Arapiles, aiid Uie. left 0v 
the Tonnes, below the ford of Santa Martha. 

The 3d division, and Brigadier General D'Urban^s cavalij* 
were left at Cabrerizos, on the right of the Tonnes, as a pic- 
cautionary measure on the part of his lordship, as the euenir Md 
still a lairige corps on the heights above Bafoilafuente» on the sane 
sld^ of the river : aad also, as he considered it Dift improbaUfr 
that ftndiog the Bfitish army prepared for them in tiiemoii^i^oD 
tiie left of the Tormes, they would alter their plan, and maoiBiivTe 
by the other bank. 

The gallant and watchful earl received intetligeoce in the 
course of that night, the truth of wliich be ^sould not doubt, thai 
General Ctanzel had arrived at Polios on the 20tb, witii theca- 
valry^und horse artiSer}' of the army of the north, to join Mar* 
shal Marmoot; and, as he was quite certain that these troops 
Would be able to join him on the 22d or 23d at latest, ii be- 
came an important object to hasten the action as much as pQ»> 
sible. 

'During that nigiit tlie enemy had taken possession ot the vSr 
lage of Calvarosa de Ar^, and of the height near it, called 
Kuestra Seoora de la Peoa, the British cavaliy still being la 
possession of Calvarosa de Abexo; and dM)rtiy after dttyllght 
on the momiog of the 22d, detachments from both armies at* 
tempted to obtain possession of the more distant from the Britiib 
light of the two hills called Dor Arapiles. 
^ In this manoeuvre Marmoot succeeded, not,* indeed; by su- 
perior gallantry or skill ; but the French detachment bdog tbe 
atroogest, and having been concealed in die woods nei^r to it 
than tiie British detachment, he was enabled to tdie it by pri** 
Ofity of OQcupatioo, thereby materially strengAeoing Vb owit> 
position, and aflEbrding.himself increased means of annoying those 
of Lord WeBingtom ' . 

. In the early part of the morning, the light troops of the lik 
division, and the 4th ta^adores, belonging to . G>qDe|al Padc's 
brigade, were engaged with tjiie en^my &:i the tei^t calM* 
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JT'uestra Soqora de h Peqa; oa which hei^t thejr nuiataiQed 
tliemseives with the ^neiuj thitiughout the day* 

Th^ poaeefsioa by the enemj, however, of the mojre distant 
of the Arapilefl rendered it oecessaiy for Lord Weiliogtoa to 
extciid the r%ht of the British annj, ea poteoce, to the heights 
hdmid the Tillage of Arapjles, aod to occHpy that village with 
light iofaatrj; aod for that purpoae he placed there the 4tli 
divlaioji, ttoder the honourable Lieuteoaat Oeoeral Cole ; and 
Bltbough» from the yarietj- of the enemy's movements, it was dif* 
ficulC to form a satisfactoiy judgment of Marmont^s uiteotloDs^ 
has lorddiip considered (hat, upoatbe whole, his objects were upon 
the i^ of the Tormes. 

He« tfaetefore» immediatelf ordered the houourable Major 
OeMsnd Pakenimm, who commanded the 3d divbion in the ab- 
aeooe of Ueutenant General Picton on account of ill health* 
ta.more across the Tmrmes with the troops under his command, 
inoluding Brigadier General D'Urban's cavalry, and to place 
himself behind Aldea Tejada ; Brigadier General Bradford's 
brigade of Poitnguese infantry, and Don Carlos D'Espaoa's ia- 
fooMy. having been moved up likewise to the nd^hbouxhood ol 
lias Tones, between the 3d and 4th divisions. 

'Alter .a Tariet j of evolutions and mo veuaents, Marmont appear^ 
ed, at last, to have deteimiiied upon Ids plan, about two in the 
sAemoon; and under cover of a very heavy cannonade, which, 
however, did the British but litde damage, he extended his lefi^ 
mi moved forward h» troops, apparently with an intention to 
•mbraee, by the poeidon of his troops, and by his lire, the single 
post on the ArapUes, wliich.Lord Wellington occupied, and from 
ihcBce* to attack and break the line; or, at aU events, to rear 
dec difficult any movement, on the part of the allies, to dieir 
right 

However daricig, or even judicious, was «this plan of Mar- 
mont^Si yet it comprised within itself the primary elements of his 
defeat, when opposed to such a general as the gallant aod dfs* 
criminating Wellington ; for, as his lordship observed, this e» 
leosioD of bis line to its left, and its advance upon the British 
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xigbt, DotwithstaDdiDg that his troops still occupied vciy stroog 
ground, and his position was well defended b; cbudoo^ gare (d 
the allied army an opportunitj of attaclting him, for vhich Ub 
lordship had long been anxious. 

Lord Wellington, with a happj rapidity, seconded bj the 
ardour of his gallant companions, immediately reinforced ther^t 
with the 5th division, under Lieutenant General Leith, which Iib ' 
placed behind the village of Arapiles, on the right of the 4tb. 
division; and with the 6th and 7th divisions in reserve; and as 
soon as these troops had taken their stations, he directed the , 
honourable Major General Pakenliam to move forward with tlie 
3d division, and General D'Urban^s cavalry, and two s^uadraos 
of the 14th light dragoons, under Lieutenant Colonel Hervey, 
in four columns, to turn the enemy's left on the height8|(theidby 
out-manoeuvring hhn m few <wi» movcy) whilst Brigadier Oeowal 
Bradford's brigade, the 5th division under Lieutaiant (kaml 
Leith, the 4th division, under the honourable M^ Genenl 
Cole, and the cavalry, under Sir Stapleton Cotton, should attack 
them in front, supported hi reserve by the 6th dlvislmi, uodec 
Major General Clinton, the 7th division, under Major General 
Hope, whilst Don Carlos d'Espana's Spanish division, and Bii^ 
gadier General Pack's, should support the left of the 4lh dWi- 
aion, by attacking that of Dos Arapiles, which the enemy hdd. 
The 1st and light divisions occupied the ground on ttie ldt,Hid 
were in reserve. 

Such were the judicious movements which, with the eyeof aa 
eagle, the gaUant Wellington saw at a glance were neceawiy 
to counteract the preconcerted hosUle manoeuvres in hisfomt; 
and such were the names of those whose task it was to exe- 
cute a plan so rapidly conceived, and so judiciously conh 
bined. 

In fact, nothing could be more daring than the pkn of Us M- 
shlp, who thus changed a defence against the outflanking and 
attack of Marmpnt, into the very same movements upon his as^ 
sailant! " 

This important atUck upon the French left was inatanUy made, 
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^ceerding to the plan of tbe commander in chief, and as com- 
pletely, and almoBt as instanlly, succeeded. General Pakenham, 
itftUycomprehen^Qg the plan of his noble brother-in-law, form- 
«<i the third division across the enemy's flank, and overthrew 
every thing that opposed him. These troops were supported in 
the most gallant style by the Portuguese cavalry, under Briga- 
dier General D^Urban, and Lieutenant Colonel Hervey's squa* 
drons of the 14tb, who successfully defeated every attempt made 
hy the enemy on the flank of the 3d division* 

"Whilst this was going Qn» Brigadier General Bradford's bri* 
^aiie, the 4th and 5th divisions, and the cavalry under Lieute* 
nant General Sir Stapleton Cottou, attacked the enemy in front, 
and drove his troops before them from one height to another, 
brioging forward their right so as to gain strength upon the emy 
iny's flank in proportion to their advance ; and Brigadier Gene- 
. jfftl Pack at (he same time made a very gallant attack upon the 
: Arapiles, in which, however, he did not succeed,<except in divert- 
Jog the attention of the enemy's c^rps placed upon it from the 
troops under the command of General Cole in his advance. 

The cavalry, under Sir Stapleton Cotton, now made a most 
^all^nt and successful charge against a body of the enemy's in- 
fiintry which they completely overthrew and cut to pieces; but 
:]Q this charge the gallant Major General Le Marchant was killed 
at the head of bis brigade. 

After the crest of the height was carried, one division of the 
enemy's infantiy made a stand against the 4th division, which, 
altera severe contest, w;aB obliged to give way, in consequence of 
the euemy having thrown some troops on the feft of the 4th after 
the failure of General Pack's attack upon the Arapiles ; and at 
this moment the honourable General Cole was wounded. But ' 
at this critical moment Marshal Sir William Beresford being on 
the spot, he immediately directed General Spry's brigade of the 
5th dlvHion, which was in the 2d line, to change its front, and to 
briqg its fire on the flank of the enemy's division ; and whilst 
engaged in tWs service he received a severe wound, ^hich, for 



m ong time afterw^s, deprlyed tbe service of Us «ctt9« exe^ 
tions. 

19'early about tbe same time, too, Lieateoant Geoerd Lekh ire> 
eeived a wouod wbicb unfortunately obliged him to quit the field; 
OD which XiOfd WelliDgtoB« ^hdsc eye was everyifliere, tm^ 
mediately ordered op tbe 6th diyisioo, ander Major Generd 
Cliatoo, to relieve tbe 4tb, and tbe battle was aooo restored t# 
its former success. 

The enemy's rif^t, however, reinforced by the troops wfakk 
bad fled from Y^ left, and by those which had nMr retired from the 
Arapiles, still cootiuued to resist ; on wMch Lord We&iiigtoli 
ordered tbe let and light divisioos, and Colonel Stnbbs' Portia 
gucse brigade of tbe 4di divisioo, which was reflEArmed, and 
General Anson's brigade, to turn the right, wlnbt tbe Oil divi* 
tion, supported by the 3d and 5th, attacked die front,* 

It was dark before this point was carried by the 6th divMon, 
and the enemy fied through the woods towards the Tormea. His 
lordship immediately pursued them with tbe 1st aad Hgfat divi- 
aions, and General Anson's brigade, and some sqnadroDs dC 
cavalry> under Sir Stapleton Cotton, as long as be could find any 
of them U^ther, directing hb pursuit upon Hnerta, and the 
fords of the Tormes, by which the enemy had passed on in tbek 
-advance; but the darkness of the night was highly advmtageoos 

* Kothing etn more UlDfltrate the gtHntrj of the eomnumder in chief Oub 
the Tiurioas anecdotes af< the battle eontaiDed in different ktten ftam the ar- 
tey ( but to intert eiren ^e tenth part of them would far ezeeed dar Hmits. 

€fear at waa hit eoneeptioo and judieiaus aa was hit plan, nothing eouMhe 
aMire cooeiae than his orders :-~to General Leith, who was ordered to the at- 
tack of the lun, he had only time to say, ** Push on, and drive them to tbe 
deril!" — and when the busineM was over, and the difl&rent officers eame 
voond his lordship to congratulate him previous to hia pursuit, he only smiled, 
and said, ** Marmtnt Hum forced me to Hck him /** Indeed, it is evident that 
bis lordship would not have commenced the aetfatt even then, if it had not 
been for Marmont'^ blunder in extending hll line, and thereby aflording his 
krdship, as he himself observed, the opportunity he had toaaxionftly w'Atd 
Ibr, It was, in Ijm^ a militaiy same of draughts! 
3 
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w the enuSmj, m«af of whom es^ped uoder ki cover who would 
otberwise ka^e been made prisonen.* ■ , • . ; 

Ldyvd WelUii|;toQ lepewed the (nireuit ki break of day, aoA, 
Bock% and Ansoo'^ brigadea of cafalry having come up id the 
night, asd having ctOBsied the Tonnes, the pursuexpirefe enaUe^ 
ix> ovextafce the eaesiy's irear giiud of eavahry and infaDtty 
near JLe S^nrn ; when they were iiMnediafaly attacked by the two 
brigades of dragoons, and the cavalry fled, leavitig the4nfi»otry to 
tbeir fiite. On this occasion, his lordship observed, that he had 
never witaessed a more gaUaat chaif;e than was now,niadc on t|ie^ 
eneniy^iinfaotiry, (he whole of which, three bdUations, weie mmle^ 
prisoners. The pursuit was codCintied until the evenii^ of 4ie 
23d as far as Peneraoza; whilst the scattered remsdoa of Mar- 
moot^ anoy passed tfarou^ Floies de Avelin, and aflerwardrby 
Arevalo towards TaUadolid, where diey ^were jmned by the 
icavalvy and artillery of Ihe army of the north, but too late to 
retrieve thdr broken fortunes. 

It waa ^ffiddt to ascertain exactly the enemy's lo^'in this 
britKaut actiott; but the acknowledgment which has since b^itn 
made by Marmont himself,! reodets it liighly probable that the^ 

* Oiviog to this dariraen H onfortanttely trappened thtt Sir Stspkton Got^ 
-ton wn ^n^cmncled by tnttfiiht BrHiA aentSoels, after Uie amy Kiad haltad. 

f 'the plain and modest aecoont of this deoiaive and gallaot action, from the 
pen of the Marqob of WetUogtonj eertainlj re^tnlret no eemment; yet to 
mach jostiee, though' nnwilUngly, has been done to his g^fUantiy and skill by 
€be narrative of hisriml^ that ve subjoin fhat aeeoont, in order to preserve 
uid hand it down to posterity^ as that document alone is sufficient to ^oorm the 
basis of his future fame. 

Jteport ^ Marahai the Duke q/ Ragusa^ to the mnUt^r at war. 

Tudela, July SI. 

« Monneur— The interrttptioii of the eommnoications with Franse, ante 
the opening of the campaign, having prevented me from givbg you the sdt* 
cessive accounts of the events'whi^ have passed, I shall commence thitrTe*. 
port from the moment at vbich the English began operations ; and I am going 
to have the honour to place before yoa, in detail, all the movements which have 
been executed, to the unhappy event that has just taken plaee, and which we 
^ere far from expecting. 

**'In the month of May I ^iras informed the English army yould open the 
campaign with itrj pow«rlul n&caas i I i&fonned the lung of it| in omier th«t 
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estimate of 7,OOO.pTisoDer6 wat not too nmob, as lie nckoiOfir* 
lodged 6,00a kars de ombaL Theic wck also takeo neartj 

be salgbt udopt iooh dispoaitioiiA as he thoagfat proper; and I Elcewite m« 
^inainted General G^ffkrolli irith it, that he might take measares for g e udiin 
me taceours whtn the moment shoaki hate arrived. * 

<< The extreme diffiealty in proearing iuhdstenee» die imposaBiilitj <^ pro- 
visioning the troops, when assemhled, prevented me from having more thm 
eight or nine battaltohs in Salamanca ; but all vere in readinesi to join me i« 
a few days. 

** On t]^ 19di of June the enemj't armj passed the Agneda; on the T4di« 
fi the momijig, I was informed of it; and the order for aaiemhling waagifen 
to the troops . On tlie 16th the Engtiflh armj arrtred before Salamanca* 

In the night between the t6th and 1 7th I eracuated that town, leaving, never- 
t1ielefs« a garrison in the forts } had eoottructed; and whieh, by the extreme 
actKity used in their constraetion, were in a state of defence. I marehed six* 
leagues from Salamanea ; and there, having eoHeeted five diviiion% I ap- 
piToaehed that town ; I drov6 before me the EngUih advaneed potta, and obM* 
f;cd the enemy's army to show what attkode it -reckoned «pon taking; it mp- 
peared determined to fight upon the fine rising ground, and strong poiit&ott, 
San Christoval. The remainder of the army joined me ; I manemvred roond 
that position, but I acquired the certainty that it everywhere preeeated ob- 
atnelet difficult to be conquered, and that it waa better to finve the eneny to 
eome upon another field of battle, than enter into action with them nxMO 
ground which gave them too many advantages ; besides, different reasooa 
made me desire to prolongthe <^»eration8, for I had jost received a letterCMsu 
General Caffio^fl, whieh announced to me that he had colleeted lut txtiof% 
and was g(ung to march to succour me, whilst my preienee ifottld h«ve sttt* 
ponded the siege of the fort (tf Salama n ca. Things remained in this state for 
■ome days, aad the armies in presence of each other, when the seige of tlic 
foK of Salamanca was vigoi'ously recommenced. 

*On account of the trifling distance whieh there was between Iht Ereadi 
amy and the place, and by means of the signah agreed upon, I was «»ery 
day informed of the situation of the place. Those pf the 126th and S7th is* 
formed me the forrt could still hold out five days; then I decided to ezeevte 
the passage of the Tormes^ and act upon the left bask. The fort q# Albi^ 
which I had carcfhflly preserved, guve me a passage overthst river, a new Gae 
of operations, and an important point of support I toMde di^OiitioDa fiir 
executing this passage on the night betw^n the 98th and 29th. 

*' During^the night of the ^th the fire redoubted, and the enemy, &tigiied 
n ith a reMstance which to them appeared exaggerated, fired red hot balla opei^ 
xhefort Unfortunately its magazines eootained a large quantity of vo«ds 
it caught, and in an instant the fort was a vast fire. It waa impossible fie>r the 
iiraTc gaiTiioo, w]io defended it, to support at the nme time the enemy's at- 
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tweiitjr- pieces of cuidod, ammiiDitioD vagoDs, two. eagles, sh: ' 
^oufs, one j^neral, three coWneks three IkutenaQt . colo^ydsy 

»tftn1r«| and the fire vhieh destroyed the defenees, magaunes, and profiaons, 
jand placed the aoldiers themaelves in the most dreadful otttation. It was then 
obliged tft surrender at dtscretion» after having had the honooar of repulsing 
two assantts, and eansing the enemy a loss of more than 1,S00 men> >1z. 
4oable their own force. This event happened on the SSthy at nooo. 

f < The enemy, having no farther ol;rject in hia operation beyond the Tonnes ; 
andy on the other hand, every thing indicating that it would be prudent to 
await Uie reinforeements annoonoed in a formal manner by the' army of the 
Aorthy 1 decked on reapproaehing the army of the Douro, saonre of passing 
that river in ease the ^nemy should mardt towards us, and there to take^i^ a ^ 
good line of defence, until such time as the moment for acting on^the offennre 
should appear. 

^ On the 28th the army departed, and took a position on the Guarena; 
on the 29th, on the Trahacgos } where it sojourned. The enemy havibg iVt- 
lowed the inovements with the whole of his fi»rees, the army took a nation 
Qwihe Zapardiel ; and on the 2d it passed the Douro at Tordesilias, a plaae 
whioh I chose for the pivot of my motions. The line of the Douro is excellent; 
1 inade in detail every disposition which might render ^ise a good defenoa of 
tlui river ; and I had no caus^ to doubt my being able to defeat evi^ enter- 
<pnae of the enemy, in case they should attempt the passage. 

" The 3d, being the day after that on which we passed the Douro, h^ made 

* ib^reral assemblage^ of his forces, and some slight attempts to effect this passage . 

at Polios, a point whiah for him would have been verf advanUgeous. The 

, troops which I had disposed, and a few cannon shot, were sufficient to ma^ 

him immediately give up his enterprise. ^ 

** In oontinnal expectation, of receiving suecoars from the anfty ^ the 

north, which had been promised in so solemn and reiterated a roannpr,*^ I 

endeavoured to add, by my own industry, to the means of the army^, ^%y 

eavafay was much inferior to that of the enemy. The Shglish had neai-^ 

.5,000 horse, English or German, without counting the Spaniards formed into 

regular troops; 1 had no more than 2,000. With this disproportion, in what 

manner could one manosuvre his enemy ? How avail one's self of any a^an- 

' ttige that might be obtained ? I had but one means of angroenting my eavaliy, . 

and that was by taking the useless horses for the service of the ^my, or suek 

as belonged to iadivid^kals who had no right to have them, or from such as had 

a greater number than they are allowed. I did not hesotate makmg use of tliis 

means, the innninent interest of the army, and the success of the operations, ' 

heing at stake. I therefore orderod the seizure of such horses as were undec 

• &is predicament ; and I likewise seized a great number which were with a 

•• This succour, which had been sent, could not join the anay of PortagaJ 
till after the battle, and at tl;^e moment of retreat 



•ae tmadrejd and thirty oi&cen of inferior nmk, whibt the i 
b^ of dead OQ the field was vesgr lai^ge. Mamoot Uoitdif kMt 
an arm, whicb woi amputated after tbe actioo, and himself newij 

•ohTogr oorohig from Andihxsia; all i^on eittmatiQii of their T|to^ tad 
BiAldng pftfmeot for them. This meature, <uu:cuted with lecuhtyy fave^ hi tho 
apace of eight d^jra, 1|UX) more horsemen ; and myeavalry, reamt«d» amowit- 
ed to more fhan ^f<iOd eomhatants. Meanwhile I no leu hoped to reoeive 
snaeoort ficom the armj of the nprth, which continued iti promitea, the per* 
formanee of 'wttth appeared to have commenced^ but of whiah we hsve not 
bMietto seen aoj effecft 
'^ The eighth dSviaioii of the army of Portugal occupied the Aitnriaa ; 

'Hhflie troops i^re completely isolated from the army,* by the evaouatiou of 
theprovincoa of Leoiiand BeueTente : they were without •oceoorf, and with- 
out any oommunicatioD, with ^ army of the north ; because, on the oae aide» 
tht Tdncadores, who should have come from Bayonne, could not be sent to 
Gijon ; and on the other 8ide»,the general in diicf of the army of the norths 
although he had fotmaUy promised to do so^ had dispensed with throwing & 
Mdge OTer the Deba,* * and there establishmg posts. This division had been 
able to bring only very •Gttie ammunition for want of means of carnage ; and 
this was in part consumed ; nor did they kaow how to replace it f ts poattiavt 

' migbi every moment beeome more critical, and the enemy seriously oeen'% 
pi«d himself with U} inasmuch aa if it were still thus isolated^ it would re* 
main entirety unconnected with the important events which were takin|^ 
pla^e in Ae plahis of Castile. General Bonnet, calcukting on this state of 
matters,' and considering, according to the knowledge he has of the oouatrj^ 

■ that it is much eaner to enter than depart out of it, according as the enemy 
in%ht oppose the entrance or departure, he decided oo evacuadng thia pro- 
Tia^, and on taking a position at Reynosa. THei^ having learnt that the' 
arm^ Of Portugal was in presence of ike English army, and that they wen 
all the point of engaging, he did not hedtate in putting himself in motittkt ani 
rejoifting it 

** Strong^ impressed with ike importance of this succour, and with the 
aagmftntation wUch my cavalry was about to receive ; not having learnt any 
diing positive farther eoaceming the army of the notth ; and being besides 
informed of the mareh of the army of Galhcia, which, in the course of a few 
days, would' necessarily force me to send a detachment to repulse them, i 

. thought it my doty to act without delay. I had to fear that my situation, 

^ artiich was become mnph ameliorated, might change, by losing time{ whilst 

♦• P»iticuUu:eirciim«ti»^ appear to haTa«i?pOMdtIieea»ciitiaftitf 
taetsore. 
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taken prisoner during the j^rsuit Four general officers alio 
were killed, and several wounded* 

»h»t of the enemy would, by Ijbe nature of things, beoome better every ma^ 



** I therefore resolTed on repasung theDooro; but this operation is dif- 
ficoli and delicate : it cannot be undertaken vithout much art and oircum« 
S>««tion in presence of an army in condition for battle. I employed the daya 
ot the 13th, 14th, 15th, and 16th of July, in making a number of marches and 
countermarches, which deceived the enemy. I feigned an intentioa to tuni 
by Toro, and turned by Tordeaillas, making an extremely rapid march. This 
merement succeeded so well, that the whole army could past the river, 
move to a distance from it, and form itself, without meetmg with a single 
enemy. 

^ On the 17th the army took a position at Kava del Bey. The enemy, 
who was in full march for Toro, could only bring two divisions with celerity t* 
Tordesillas dc la Orden ; the others were recalled from different parts to rfti- 
unite themselves. 

** On the 1 8th, in the morning, we found these two ^visions at Torde- 
iSlas de la Orden. As they did not expect to find the whole army joined, 
they thought they might, without peril, gain some time. Nevertheless, whea 
they saw our masses coming forward, they endeavoured to effect their 
retceat to a ridge which commanded the village to which we were marching. 
'* We had already reached it If I iiad had a cavalry superior ot 
equal to that of the enemy, these two divisions would have been destroyed^ 
We did not, however, pursue them the less, with ail possible vigour i and, 
daring three liours* march, they were overpowered by the fire of our 
srtiOery, which I caused to Uke them in the rear and flank, and which tl^y 
coold with difficulty answer; and, protected by their numerous cavahy, they 
divided themselves to leaseend the Guarena, in order to pass it with the 
greatest facility. 

** Arrived uppn the heights of the valley of Guarena, we saw that a portion 
«f the Englbh army was formed upon the left bank of that river. In that 
place the heights of that valley are very rugged, and the valley of a middling 
bieadth. Whether it was necessary for the troops to approach the water, on 
aeeonnt of the excessive heat, or whether it was from some other cause of 
which I am ignorant, the E^lish general had placed the greater part of them 
on the bottom of Oie valley, within half cannon shot of the hdghu of which 
we were masters ; I, thei*cfore, upon aniving, immediately ordered a battery 
of forty pieces of artillery to be planted, which in a moment forced the ene- 
my to retire, after having left a great number of killed and wounded upon 
the spoito The army lottrelked in two columns ; and I had given tlie command 

39 
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Sucl. an .dvantage could not W gained without an adequate 
I06B ou the Britbh side, but it was not of a magnitude to d«trea 
tbc army, or to cripple its operaUons. 

rf the right colamn. distant from thrt of the left three q"rt«.of . tea««. 
.0 GeneVll C.au«I. Arrived xipon this gronBd, Gcner.1 Cb°«'.J«™« 
few troop, beforchim, thoaghthe w«.We to «izenpoa *« two ~.n«gr«»^ 
„po„ the left bn„k of the Gaarena. and p«.erre them ; ^^^''^'f ^ 
Zu with few troop., hi. troop, had not halted. «.d "T*'';/"™'^ ' ^"^ 
enemy pcxeived it. marehed upon the foops wh.eh he l-d th- thr^ « 
..iJceTand forced them to retr«.t. '» ^"^ "-j^^' ^'^ '"^ ^^T^ 
ration, we experienced «.me U«. The dlri-on of dragoon, whjeh »pp<*ted 
the in^«»tr, vigo««,ly charged all the Bng&h ,>^: b-t Ge.e.-al C^ 
rir^.alitSltr&r advanced from the I3th regiment. feU into the enemyH 

*"« The army remain.,! In it. porition all the night of the 19th ! it eTe. 
remained in it all the day of the 20th. The extreme heat, and the fcdff.. 
experienced on the l8th, rendered thU repoK neceMaiy to .»em«e the 

'*^^Atfour in the eveinog the army rewmed it. arm., and d^ted by 4. 
left to proceed np the Gnarcna, and tdte a porition in front of Olmo. My 
intention wa.,.t the «ime time, to threaten the enemy, andeootinn. t. 
proceed up the Gnarena. in order to pa., it wi^ Coility ; or rf the ene^ 
marched in foree npon the Upper Guarena, to retam by a raprf moremert 
^pon the po.iaonthey Aoold have abandoned. The enemy foltowed ay 

« On tbc 20th, before day, the army was in motion to aicend flic Gaareiiti 
the advanced guarfl rapidly passed that riter, at that pwl where iti» buti 
. itJeam, and occupied the commencement of an immcnac pieee of grouBd, 
i»hich conUnucd without mny unduUtion to near Salamanca. The enenv »- 
deaYourcd to occupy the tame ground, but cooU not aueceed ; Ihcn he at- 
tempted to foUoMT a parallel riting ground, connected with the powtion they 
had just quitted, and which everywhere offered Uiem a position, provided I 
.houUl have marched towards them. The two armies thus marched paraiW 
i^ith all possible celerit), always keeping their masses connected, in order t» 
be every moment prepared for battle. The enem^^ thinUng tobo befonhand 
with us at the village of Cantalpino, directed a iolumn upon that village, it 
the hope of being before ns upon the rising ground which eoramands i^ mi 
towards which we marched; but their expecUtions were deceived. The 
light cavalry which I sent thither, and the 8th division, which was tt Hwbead 
of Uie column,' marched so rapidly, that the cremy were obUged lo akMtos 
t ; besides, the road from the Other plam approaching too close to »»%«» 
. that which wt had havmg the advantage of commanding it wiA ma» 
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The only dficer of high rank Tvho fell was Major General Le 
Marchant, to whom we may add Lieuleoant Colonel Barlow of 

pieces of cannon, jodieiouslj placed, greatly annoyed the enemy ; for a great 
|»art of the army was obliged to defile under this cannon, and the remainder 
was ohHged to repass the mountain to avoid them. At last I put the tiragoons 
hi the enemy's track. The enormoua number of stragglers which were lelt 
behind would hare given us an opx>ortunity of making 3,C00 prisoners, hail 
there been a greater proportion between our cavalry and theirs ; but the lat- 
ter, dbposed so as to arrest our pursuit, to press the march of the infantry by 
blows from the flat sides of their sabres, and to convey tho^e who could no 
' longer march, prevented us. Nevertheless there fell into our hands between 
3 and 400 men, and aome baggage. In the evening, the army encamped npon 
tho heights of Aldea Rubea, having its posts npon the Tormes. The enemy 
reached the poution of San Christoval. 

** On the 21st, havmg been informed that the enemy did not occupy Alba 
do Tonnes, I threw a garrison into it. The same day I passed the river in 
two eolumns,. taking my direction by the skirta of the woods, and establish- 
lag my camp between Alba de Tormes and Salamanca. My object in taking 
this direction was to continue the movement by my left, in order tp drive the 
enemy from the neighbourhood of Salamanca, and fighltbem with greater ad- 
vantage. I depended upon taking a good defensive position, in which the 
enemy coctld undertake nothing against me ; and in short come near enough to 
them to take advantage of the first faults they might make, and vigorously at- 
tHik them. 

<i On the S2d in the morning, I went upon the heights of Calbaraca dc 
Axzeva to^reconnoitre the enemy. I found a division which had just arrived 
thef«; others were in march for the same place. Some firing took phce for 
the purpose of occupying the posts of observation, of which we respectively 
remained masters. Every thing announced that it was the enemy's intention 
to occupy the position of Tejares, which was a league in the rear of that in 
which he then was, distant a league and a half from Salamanca. They, 
however, assembled considerable forces upon this point ; and, as their move- 
ment upon Tejarei might be difficult if all the French army was in sight,'! 
thought it right to have it ready to act as circumstances required. 

« There were between us and the English some isolated points called the 
Araplles* I ordered General Bonnet to occupy that which belonged to the 
position we ought to take ; histroops did so with promptitude and dexterity. 
The enemy ordered theirs to be occupied, but it was commanded by oui^s 
at 250 totses <listaoce. I had destined this point, in the event of there being 
a general movement by the left, and a battle taking place, to be the pivot and 
^bint of support of the right to all the army. The first division had orders to 
oem^ and defend the ridga of Calbaraaa which is protected by a large and 
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of tiie 01bL AmoogBt the wounded, boweTer, were (.ievteiunr 
Generals Cotton, Leith, Cole; Major Geoenl Alleo ; liienteiiaiil 

dc«p rtvine. The 5d <fiYuion wai b Hie Sd line, dcfltmcd to aopportU, md. 
the Sd, 4th, 5th, mod 6th, were at the head of the wood ca bimk, behind 
the pofltioo of Arapilec, andjeoaU march equally on all adea; whSil the 7lk 
ifiriaioa oeeopied the left head of the vood, which formed a point eKtreme^ 
tmerea and of very diffieoH aeeeM, aad whkhl had iaed wi& 20 pieeesof 
artiBerj. The U^ cavalry was charged to dear the left, and plaoe itself m 
advance of the 7th diviiion* The dnigooiis remained in the 8d fine, to the 
xi|^tof die ahny. Soeh were the dispoatUms made towards the middle of 
the day. 

*< The enemy had hih troops parallel to me, evteadiBg his right hy leaning 
towards the monntain of Tejares, which always appeared to b6 his point of 
retreat* 

<■ There was in front of the ridge oeevtpied by the artiUery another mat 
ridge, ea^ of defence, and which had a more immediate effect on the enemy's 
movements. The possesvon of this ridge gave me the means, in case I tkonld 
have mancravred towards the evening, of carrying myself on the enemy's 
communications on Tamamea. This post, which waa otherwise well oe eup ie d ^ 
was inexpngnaUe ; and ro itself completed the poation which I had takna. It 
was, besides, indispensably necessary to occnpy it, seeing tiiat the enemy had 
reinforced his centre, fitmi whence he might push forward en masse on thb 
ridge, and commence his attack by taking thu important point. 

** In consequence, I gave ordov to the 5th division to take potftioa on the 
right extremity of this ridge, the fire fttim which exacdy crossed that from 
Arapiles ; to the 7th division, to place itself m a second line to support tUs; 
to the 2d to hold itself in reserve to the latter; and to the 6th to oeoopy the 
ridge at the head of the wood, where a large number of piecea of artillecy 
were yet remainiog. I gave like orders to General Bonnet^ to cause the IM 
to occupy a point rituated between the great ridge and the point of Arapiles^ 
which defended the entrance of the village of Arapiles; and, finally, I gave 
orders to General Boyer, commandant of the dragokms, to leave a regiment 
to clear the right of General Foy, and to pudi the three other r^;imenta to 
the front of the wood, on the flank of the second division, in such manner as 
to be able, in ease the enemy should attack the ridge, to attack them by the 
the right of this ridge, while the light cavahy shoald charge his left. 

** The most part of these movements were performed with irregoUrity. 
The 5th division, after baring taken the post assigned to it, extended itwif 
on its left, without any cause or reason. The 7th division, which had orders 
to support it, marched to its position ; and, in short, the Sd division waaatS 
in the rear. I felt all the oonseqiuences which might result from aB lliaia 
kreguUritiea, and I resdred on remedying them myself on the spott vldi^' 
was a very easy matter, the enemy not as yet baring made any movemeiil at 



309 

Colooelg Elley, Barnes, Kiogsbury, Bird, Cuyler, Ellis, Miles, 
Bioghan, Williams, and May. 

aR. At the aame time, I reeeired the report of the enemy haviog eaosed 
fresh troops to pass from his left to his right ; I ordered the Sd and 4th divi* 
■on to march hj the skirts of the wood, in order that I might dispose them 
atf I foond needful It was half past four o'eloek, and I went tor the ridge, 
vhiefa was to he the ohjeet of a serious dispute ; hot at this moment 4 
shell stroek me, broke my right arm, and made two large wounds on 
my right side : I thus beeame incapable of taking any kind of part in the 
command. 

^< The precious time which I ahonld have employed in rectifying the 
plaeing of the troops on the left, was fruitlessly passed ; the absence of the 
commander gltes birth to anarchy and from thence proceeds disorder ;** 
meanwhile the time was running away without the enemy under- 
taking any thing. At length, at five o'clock the enemy, judging that the situ- 
ation was fayourable, attacked this ill formed left wing with impetuosity. The 
divisions engaged repulsed the enemy, and were themselves repulsed in their 
turn, but they acted without concert and without method. The division which 
Iliad called to sustain that point found themselves in the situation of taking 
part in the combat wiAout having foreseen it. 

'* E^eiy general^made extraordinary efforts to supply, by his own particular 
difpotitions, such as were on the whole requisite ; but if he could attain it in 
part, yet he could not attain it completely. The artillery covered itself with 
glory, performed prodigies of valour, and in the midst of our losses caused 
the enemy to suffer enormously. He directed his attacks against ArapileA, 
which was defended by the brave 120th regiment, and was there repulsed, 
leaving more than 300 dead on the spot. At length the army evacuated 
the ridges, and retired to the skirts of the wood, where the enemy made fresh 
efforts. The division of Foy, which, by the nature of the business, waa 
charged with the covering the retrograde movements, was attacked with 
vigour, and constantly repulsed the enemy. This division merits the greatest 
euk)gy, as does likewise its generaL From this moment, the retreat was 
effected towards Alba de Tormes^ without being disturbed by the enemy. 
Our Iocs amounted to about 6,000 men hort de combat, 

" We have lost nine pieces of cannon, which, being <Usmonntcd, could not be 
carried off*; all the rest of the baggage, all the park of artillery, all the ma. 
terials helongbg to the army, have been brought away. 

** General Bonnet, who would have succeeded to the command as the . 
bidett general of division, waa wounded a few moments after the general in 
chief. Thb event contributed to prolong the uncertainty, and the want of 
IMdty of acUoB. 
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The total British loss, during the day, and through the puraiur, 
amounted to 500 killed, 3,071 wounded, and ,101 missuig. Per- 

" It is difficult, M. Le Duo, to express to yoa the different sentiments wUdi 
agitated me at the fatal momeat, when the wound which I reeeired caused 
my being separated from the army. I would with delight have exchanged 
this wound for the certainty of reoeiving a mortal stroke at the close of the 
day, to have preserved the faculty of command ; so well did I know the thi- 
portanee of the events which had just taken plaee, and how necessary the 
presence of the commander in chief was at the moment when tiie shock of 
the two armies appeared to be preparing^ to gtre the whole dhrcctioa to the 
troops, and to appoint dieir moTcments. Thus one unfortunate moment has 
destroyed the result of six weeks of wise combinations, of methodical move- 
ments, the issue of which had hitherto appeared eerttm, and which every 
•thing seemed to presage to us that we should reap the fruit of. 

*< On the 83d the army made its retreat from Alba de Torme% on Fena* 
randa, taking its directioD towards the Douro ; the whole of the enemy's 
cavalry harassed our rear guard, composed of the cavalry of the 1st (hviaoo. 
This cavalry fell back, and left the division too much engaged ; but it formed 
itself in squares to renst the enemy. One of them was broken, the othen 
rensted, and especially that of the 69th, which killed 900 of the enemjr's 
horse by push of bayonet ; after this time they made no attempt on us. 

** General Clausel has the command of the army, and takes snch measures 
as circumstances require. I am going to have myself transported to Bur- 
gos, where I hope by repose, and care taken, to recover of the severe wounds 
that I have received, and which afflict me more from the direinfluenee wlueh 
tliey have had on the success of the army, than from the suffetings which they 
have caused me to endure. 

'< I cannot do sufficient justice to the bravery with which the generals and 
colonels have fought, and to the good disposition which auimated them in that 
difficult circumstance. I ought particularly to mention General Bonnet, 
whose reputation has been so long established. I should likewise name Ge- 
neral Taupin, who commanded the 6th division. General Clausel^ though 
wounded, did not quit the field, but to the end, gave an example of great per« 
sonal bravery. The general of artillery Tidot, and Colonel Digioo, com- 
manding the reserve of artillery, particularly distinguished themselves. Ob 
this day, unfortunate as it has been, tliere arc a multitude of traits worthy of 
being noticed, and which honour the French name. I will coHect them, and 
solicit from his majesty rewards for the brave men who have deserved them. 
1 ought not to defer mentioning the conduct of the brave sub-lieutenant 
Gnillemat, of the 118th regiment, who sprung into the enemy's ranks ta 
•btain a du^ which he seized, after having cut off the arm of the person who 
carried it ; he lias brought this flag into our ranks, notwithstanding tbc aeterc 
hayonet wounds he has received. 
5 
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luguese, 338 killed 1,648 wounded, and 207 tni«sing» Spaniards, 
2 killed, and 4 ivounded; making a grand total of 840 killed, 
4,723 vounded, and 308 missing. 

Up to the 30th, the British armj continued the pursuit, and 
made manj pnsoners; l)eing that day at Olmedo, about which 
time part^of the fu^tlves crossed the Douro, whilst the remainder, 
xoDsisting of the left wing, proceeded for Tudela.* 

It appears that the intrusive Joseph left Madrid on the 2l8t, 
with the army of the centre, supposed to consist of from ten to 
twelve thousand infantry, and from two to three thousand cavalry 
directing his march by the Escurial, towards Alba de Tonnes. 
He arrived at Blasco Sanchez, between Ayila and Arevelo, on 
the 25th, where he heard of the defeat of Marmont, and judged it 
most prudent to retire that very evening, through Villa Castin to 
Espinar ; after which he directed his march^ with all haste to 

*' We have to regret the loM of the general of diviikm Ferey, dead of bit 
wonods, of General Thomierei, killed upon the field of batUe, and of Ge* 
Beral Desgra?iert. Generals Bonnet and Cknsel^ and the general of brigade, 
Meooe, are wounded. 

" I beg your exe^Uencj to reeeire the asuraiMefl of my high aoa- 
•deration. 

«f Signed, (with the left hand,) 

•* The McarMhal Duke ofRagwa.^* 

* A melancholy and affeeting oceurrenae took pUee, immediately after tha 
battle, in a yiut paid by an EngCih lady to the fatal field, where die found th« 
body of her gaflant faDen husband. This was the amiaUe wife of Captain 
Vrcscott of the 7th fozileers, 8he was thus left a widow in a foreign eountiy* 
with two infant orphans to protect! but the humanity of British officers (!tid 
erery thing to allefiate her loss ! 

« Lord Wellington who, whenerer there is an action, gets into the thick of 
it, had 9ome hairbreadth and miraculous escapes ; he had balls passed throu^ 
almost every part of his clothes ; nay, it was said that one of his holsten wsf 
shot away, and his thigh slightly grazed with abaU. 

** When the enemy had ci^Msed the Douro, and had reached ValladoKd, 
Marmont sent an aid-de-camp to his lordship, requesting permission to remaia 
there without bemg conndered as a prisoAW ^ F^r ; b«t to <|i^ t propCRial 
his lordship could not tistoi" 
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Segovia; for so hard vas he pressed that, shortly after his de- 
parture from Blasco Saocho^ two officers and twenty-seven men 
of his own cavalry were taken prisoners by a patrole oi the 
British. 

To describe the tumultuous joy which took place at home on 
this occasion is totally unnecessary; or to expatiate oo the three 
days of continued illuminations, &c. — ^it is sufficient to say that 
on the 18th of August his royal highness the prince regent cre- 
ated the gallant earl a marquis of the united kingdom ; he having, 
before that, been elevated by the Spanish regency to the rank of a 
grandee of Spain, with the title of Duke of Ciudad Rodrigo, and 
created a Knight of the Golden Fleece. 

In addition to his other honours, his royal highness also 
granted an armorial augmentation in the dexter quarter; of an 
^ escutcheon charged with the crosses of St Geoige, St An- 
drew, and St Patrick, being[|the union badge of the united king- 
dom, as ^a lasting memorial of his glorious and transcendent 
achievements." 

It ought to be noticed also that the Portuguese regency, in ad- 
dition to the title of Cond6 de Yimiera had latterly created him a 
marquis in that kingdom, with the title of Torres Vedras. 

His recent appointment of generaliissimo of the Spanish army, 
is not only an honourable mark of gratitude, but also a most judi- 
cious mark of confidence ; and one which, by produ^og unity of 
design and simultaneity of execution, may tend most efficaciouslj 
to the liberation of the Peninsula. 
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SECTION X. 

SftUmancff^Anecdotet of its oceupancy — Great cbange iu ibc Spaoiardd Ia 
favour of the BHtiab-— Soandaloos condaot of the Freneh — Spanish coosti* 
tation prodaimed^Retreatof the iptrusSTe kio^— Exertions of the Spanish 
armie>«-Entranc^ to VaUadolid — AfiWs in the sooth — Gallant exertions of 
the cavalry — Affair of Hinojon — CoQcentration and partial adrandb of the 
army of Portogal — CaptUfe of Astorgaby the patriots — Operations of the 
goerillas in the vicimty of Bilboa— Defeat of the French columns by Men« 
dizabcl— -Serviees of the British sqaadroo-^-British advance to Segovia-— 
Check ^ the Portuguese eavalry— The Marqnis enters Madrid— Capture 
of the lletiro— Interestiiig anecdotes of the eraciiation and entrance of the 
capital— PHkcIamation of the Spanish constittitioii— Return of the jura* 
mentiklos to allegianoe-^Metropolitan addresses to the marquis — Siege of 
Cadiz cai8cd-»Anecdotes of the preceding blockade — Gallant attack of the 
Freneh at Seville— Recovery of that city^Bxpedition from Sicily — Its 
operations— Pursuit of the Freneh army in the north— Afiair at Valladolidy 
Sco— 4)eeupati09^ Bufgoe— Siege of the oastle* and othai* intaresUog oe* 
currenoes, tk.o, &c* &c. 

• 
THE ibiiish head-quarters were a^in fixed «t Salamanca. 
The cbab}^ which this ele^aot town had undergone since it be- 
came'a French depot was highly illustrative of the horrors of war. 
But tl^ greatest change observable io Salananca, since its for- 
mer occupation by the army under Sir John Moore, was not so 
much the ruin and havoc which everywhere met the eye, as the 
change in the manners and sentiments of the inhabitants of tliis 
leartmd and polished city. 

When the British army were there formerly, the austerity and 
haughtiness of the fohahitants was observable in every thing; 
the British were received with coolness everywhere, and neither 
officera».men, nor general, were treated with much consideration; 
but a four years' residence of the French among them had tbeu 
•pened their eyes, and made the greatest imaginable chan^^c. 

It was now l)eyond civility everywhere ; the whole British 
army, officers and m^, were not oply treated kindly, but ca- 
ressed ; and the poor people seemed anxious to share their purses, 
ihehr cfTccts, in short, every thing they bad, with them; nay, to 

40 



314 

fire tfaem up all, upon one copditioti-**ilifll of keeping aiAgrUB 
villaoquB French from them* 

On the Ut of August the new constitutibp was proclai^ied 
with due fiolemnitjr at Salamanca; allpublic orders atteddiog and 
Caking the oaths, the grandees who had returned, tUe . he^ds of 
religious bouses, heads of colleges, municipality, and military. ^ 

On the 3d of August a grand Te Deum tras performed a^Uie 
cathedral; there was also a bull fight, and In tbecvteoing a grand 
ball; the theatre being likewise open every night In short, If 
appearances were to be believed, the Spanish natives, wherever 
our troops now arrivod, ^eeined deteroBBed to preserve and to 
enjoy their liberties* 

The operations of the two armies, after ^s decisive aBd san- 
guinary action, are too deserving of detail to be pa^8ed sll^hSy 
over; accordingly, we must notice that the French apoy of the 
centre^ after liaving passed through the Guadarama pA^ and 
after its head had arrived at the Venta de San Raphael, reiturDed 
to Segovia, where Jos^h Bonj^^mrte arrived on thfe n^t of the 
27th of July. \ , / 

The object of this movement waa apparently to dhFeri the alli^ 
troops- from the pursuit of the army of Fortugsl, and b enable 
the latter tp maiutdn themaelyesupon the Dbnro; in wMlcb, l^oiK 
ever, the enemy did not succeed. The^r i^ar guaql^mained ut 
some strength on the left of the Douro, durii^i^ the 28bi and* 29iltt 
but the light and Ist divisions, and the cavahry, having cnwad 
the Eresma and Cega rivers on the latter day, the eii^yV rear 
guard retired daring the night across the Douro, and tbeoce JTol- 
lowed the movements of the main ixxiy towards Villa Yaneo^ 
abandoning V alladolid, and leaving there seventeen pieces of cao> 
Don, a large quantity of shot and shells, and other storesi and 
tfieir hospital with about eight hundred sick and wounded. 

The Spaniards were not idle at this t^ne in their various oe* 
tached parties; and on the 30th, the general in chief of that dii> 
trict, Macqulnez, took thre^ hundred pri86ner8 in the neighbour- 
hood of Yalladolid ; and at the same period, the allied advanced 
guard crossed the Douro, and entered Yalladolid, in whii^ as 
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Mfe^m»xquhi hhiiself observed, he had the satisfactioD of being 
received by the people with the same eathusiastic joy as he had 
hecQ la alh>ther part^ of die oouotry. 

,The army of Foi^tugal haviog ttma. crossed and quitted the 
JE)ouro, it was oeceeBaly to aUeod to the movemeDto of the army 
of the centre^ aivlto preveot'a jonctioo betveen the two oq the 
Upper Douro, which report stated to be intcDded. 

On IbeSlst of Jvily the British head-quarters were at Portello; 
and on thatmomiog Lord Weilingtoo and tiis staff entered Volla- 
dolidr 

The enthusiasm whh which hia lordship was received was b^ 
yoiid all description; and he was met by the magistracy in their 
fill! order, accompanied by Don Julian Sanchez, who had arrived 
before him.* 

* <* ViDATanez, Augoit S, three league* from Vanadolid. 

^ On the dOCh we entered ValladoUd; two fquadronsof the I'Jth Ug^tdra- 
goonthad the honour oT esGortitigt>»rd Wellington on hia entree, and were. 
1}^f only Bcitish troops who entered the town ; Uie reception wat flattering; 
and, if we were ti» trait to appearances, ^c people must hare heen in great 
joj; shoots of viva iSM Ingtetet altn^^ stunned us. His lordship was're- 
eeived with aB the honours of war, by Martinez's corptf of guerillas in the 
Plasa Mi^or. The windows of the square were crowded with people, whoso 
ttrclamations correspdad^d wHh ihe pedestrian spectators. The French left 
p the town §00 men, moatly sick and wounded, whom we took prisoners. Be* 
j^^ ih<^ departtire ^107 destroyed atargife qjiaotity of stores, wagons, arms,' 
lectoend bjew up the bridge otct the Pisuerga, near the town.. The bridge 
i/9fft^im Dooro, at Tndeik, is also destroyed. KiAg Joseph is watched by Ae 
dd,4th,and7thtet^ns, the Kea^Cerraan, and General IVUrbai^s Portu- 
guese eavaliy, whiefa are Tery fine troopa, 

** The general t^fikers'on botti sides hare not heen neglected by Ae balla, 
Harmont's wound is Seve^ ; the irritation of his mind increases it mnch. 
General Perrier di^d of hb wounds at Almeida. The enemy are retiring to- 
WSrdi Bargos and Aranda ; from the former w^ are thirteen leagues, from the 
kiter eight The guerilUis are aetive agahist stragglers and smaH bodies ; at 
MugDB, foQf leagues hence, they lulled ^eren and took£ve yesterday. We^ 
who have the advan^, hate but little spare tttare ; we mount etery mominj^; 
lit two o'clock, aod pass somedmes twelve and fourteen hours on horseback. 
<« A Preaift ofioer at TaUadoliduM that the acmy^nerer had so aeycrt a 
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^be marqub iromediately took Uie route ibr Madrid; aml^ 
whilst the advanced guard and the left contiimed the parsuit is€ 
the army of Tortugal, moved the rig)it along the Cegalo CudUr^ 
where be arrived on the Istof August 

On. that very day Joseph Bonaparte retired from Segoevia^ 
early in the momiqg, and marched through the Guadvama pass* 
On this occaBioa he left at Segovia an advanced guard, priod* 
pally «f cavalry, under General Espert; but destroyed Cliecai>- 
non and ammunition which were in Uie castle. 

On the 3d of August tlie marquis detadied a force under 
Brigadier General D*Urban to occupy Segovia, and at the same 
time it appears that Mannont^s army were still continuing their 
retreat towards Burgos; ^rhilst^ in Estremadur% the euemy 
were endeavouring to increase their force. 

At this period the wax* was carried on with additional histt^ 
to the British arras in all parts of the Peninsula, paMcularly in 
the south, near Los Santos^ where a considerabL^ force was sta* 
tioned under Lieutenant General Sir William Erakioe as part of 
Sir Rowland HiU's army. 

On the S4th of the preceding month {hfo^) a body of the 
enemy's cavali^, coosisthig of two regiiaents of dragoons and 
one of chasseurs, under the command of general of brigade 
Almand, attacked, early in the morning, tjbie PortugMeee plqii^ 
at Uinojosa, which they drove in as far as Bibera, where bm 
stiuadrons bf Portuguege cavalry were statiaoed, undar th.Q,^ii^ 
mand of Colonel CampbelU ■ 

This force being greatly inferior to that of the assailadK, Co- 
lonel Campbell was under the necessity at retiriog upon Villa 
ITraaca, which he did in the best order : at the same time Major 
General Long advanced from Villa Franca with the brigaAa of 
British, cavalry imder his command, and Captain I^febure's 
troop of horse artillery to support him. 

The major general, indeed, had ceo^ived the rq>ort of die 
enemy ^s advance upon Ribera too late to admit of his guarding 
against their ocoipalion of that . town, and . tbe cammaocfiiig 
heights in its vicinity ; besides,' the accounts of his force wfoe 
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It first BO difiereiit]7 represented, that, there being three troops 
of the brigade absent, he thought it not advisable to act against 
hiin until they could be riecalled ; and as the attempt to dislodge 
him mSght brine on a serious affair on ground on which aU the 
advantages^wereon the enemy's ride, he was anxious, therefore, 
to secure the support of the 3d dragoon guards stationed at Fu- 
ente del Jilaeste, and to wait for the report of what might be 
passing on the side of Usagre, before he commenced anj oflfenshre 
movement Then finding upon the arrival of the patrole from 
Uaagre that no enemy was in that neighbourhood, he directed 
the troops he had with liim to proceed against the enemy in 
front. 

The brigade under Almand, on p^ceiving the advance of the 
force under General Long, halted on the high ground betwixt 
Ribera and Villa Franca; and, during the interval of halt on 
both rides. Sir William Erskioe directed Major Genera! Slade, 
vrith two regiments of his brigade, to move from Los Santos, and 
direct his nnfrch on the left flank and rear of the enemy. 

On the advance of General Long, though with a very inferior 
force, the enemy immediately retired across the river, which 
enabled him to bring up his artillery on the heights they had re- 
lihquished, and to employ it with evident and very great effect, 
and afterwards to continue his advance and pmrsuit, as rapidly as 
was conristent with prudence, under all those circumstances, 
even beyond the defile of Hinojosa ; where, from the lateness of 
the hour, and the fatigue sustained by the troops, he thought it 
prudent to halt. 

At Hinojosa the two legiraents tmder Major Geueral Slade 
joined Major Major General Long's brigade, though not in time 
to cai^fiff the retreat 

ThisMttle affair fiuflkiently established the allied superiority, 
though inferior in niranbers; but the French loss, from their 
retiring ^ e^arly, was very small, <Hily aroountiog to thirty men 
and many berks -killed, with eleven men and about thirty horses 
taken, whilst^on the allied side, there were only one man killed 
and seven wounded 
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Ib the north of 9paio, when the Maiquis of WeHini^oa. Ufm^ 
fened his head-quartere to Caellar, the Gallieiaa dirmoos, thea 
occupying La Nava and PoUos, crosaed the Oooro nss^. >Bd 
General SaotociJciefi establithed his fttead-quartem Ip Vdftdoiid* 
On the 7th ef August Tordesillas capitulated, and the wksg^ of 
•Toro was undertaken^ but with eieaoa veQr inauf^dent. 

On the 12th of August the enemy advanced, wl^ atkmt aewi 
thousand in&uitry and one thousand five hundred cavalry, froa 
Falencia towards ValladoKdytrbicb then was cftdy occupied by 
one battalion. On this advance, Genersd Santocildea ibiuid Inaa- 
self compelled to retire, takii% the road by Tondgbatoa l i ta r da 
Villalpando. , • ^ 

The French oolr advanced towards Tdro; airitit was ascer* 
tained that their objects were to relieve Taroiand Zsmor^ 90A 
then to march to Astorga, to raise the siege, and, having ^"With- 
drawn the garrison, to destroy the works. 

General Santocildes immediately withdrew .the Spanish Iroo^ 
which were before Toro, and Chat place was liistantfy ahandoaed 
by the enemy; after which the Spanish gtoeial, faaving cotleoted 
an his force at Belver, on the Rio Seeo, commeneed ins retnat 
on Beneveote, near wldch place (he eoeny's cavsJiy eame up 
with that of the dtb army, (about 400^ and in the aSear wMcb 
followed sustained 9ime loss. 

On the 19th rf August Astorga surrendered, wfaeaihe Freodi 
troops had already reached La Baneza in advance to*il^reBef; 
but they immediately retired from thence on hearing of the cap 
lure of that pWe? a loss to them of great impfirtanoe, andto^iro* 
vent whicktfaey had commencedthe before mentioned (fetatioo& 

On retiriig from La Baneza, the^Ffeocbr troops took diejfirec- 
lion of Zamora ; but evacuated that place on the niorfifiig^ the 
27th of August, redring by Toro to VaUftddid, when tlie GaiB* 
clan ariny again moved forward, and at the close of tlie-i 
occupied cantonments on the^^la, ia the towns and viii[ 
Yillamanan^ as wUl be more fully noticed. . • <-; 

^he exertions of the Spanish trtx)pfrl0 finb (firecMonof Bllbov. 
jd^; aretoo imporfant to lie dightly passed ov^. About the 19tt 
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tf Aaguil OdUM IjUmgel^ ^^h a foiee of neuljr tbiee:lhoaiaiid 
jneo, advaoc^ ttom Durango to attack Bilhoa* Geoerri Reao- 
iPftles imiaediateljr took ii(^a poeitioa oa tlie left bank of the riyer, 
kfvwg l&i right oQ the heights of Bdtiela aod Onaigs^ defend- 
kg the 06%. bridge of Bolueta; his leserye al CastragaDa. As 
sooQAS^tUfe enendjr's force was ascertained}. General Renovates 
fonoed h]flH(jBn of attack ; part of the Tanguanl and Campilio's 
re^ment were to pass the rirer at Portugalette^ and proceed to 
H^ heights of Santo Ooniiogo, to attack the enemy's right at day* 
ftpeak onthel4(|i, whilst. General Porlier, with the vanguard^ 
itt^cked tbeenenrf who were in possesuon of the two bri(^ in 
Ae town ; and the troops at the bridge of Bolueta and the heights 
of Ottl^giud wev^io attack the enemy's left, which was strongly 
posted* on tile hdghtsbf Begonaand £1 Moi^;ro^ 

At tbroe.o'ctook.oQ the mpmingof the 14th the attack ^oni* 
menced With .great vigour, and after a heavy fire of fq^ir boors 
the eneoTf were driven -from die bridges of the town, and from 
Ihe lielgiits of Bfigona and Morro; and at nine o'clock they com- 
nea^ a precipitate setreat towards Zomosa, pursued by General 
B^Oprvalea'^ivision, and the vangOGod) headed by Forlier: but 
-^ad itilb tsodp^ wliich were to have attacked the enemy^ right 
^fived at the t^pointed tame, tbe victory would have been most 
complete; and probably General Rouget, with the j;leater part 
of his troops woutd li^ve been cut off froni'Duraogo. 

*TMr loss on this occadoo far exceeded that of the Spaniards, 
HJUdMRns ^^sry small in comparison with the oiagnitttde of tl^ 
advantage^ - 

ThesteadlBess of the newtaised iroope of Oenerd Renovales' 
division proved what tlie Spaniards might bd under proper disd- 
[^Kne; much, Meed, was certainly owing to that officer himself 
^fAi^-U stated to have been indefatigable im hb GKrtioDB.to com- 
t>fete and to oiganize his force* 

tin the IMi the Spanish amgr occupied GaUacano and Zor* 
iK)sa, with their advance close 40^ Durango^ which pla^e the 
Qoemy: bad taken great pains to strengt^n, having some artilleiy 
<« the biidge of Yantta> and oocupying deveral houses in that 
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lowo, boides having ao eDcampmeiii od its left, on tbelftii^iir 
Saota Lucia and Betuoc. 

Go the night of the 20th information was received at the 
Spanish head-quarters, that the eaemj were advancing la tbe 
attacl[, and that a column had marched to Ordnna, thfi high watd 
from which to Bilboa joins the road from Zomosa to the httec 
place, about a mile distant from it. On this informalion, Gene- 
ral Meudizabel determined to fall back and wait ibr tlie eoeaqr 
on the left bank of the river, in nearly the same position as that 
occupied by General Kenovales in the preceding affidr. 

On the night d the 21st tlie French advanced from Buraof^ 
in three columns ; two of which came by way o( Zornosa, and tBb 
other by Villero, -with a view of getting pouncAu of the heights 
that led from Arrigorriaga, and flanked thbse of Bc^ta, which 
latter formed the right and key of the Spaniel position. Reno- 
vales' division occupied the ground from Olose beighls of 
Bolueta to those of Olaviaga, which -supported the left, coverii^ 
the bridge of St. Anton, the wooden bridge, and the brblge of 
boats. 

At daybreak on the morning of tbe 22d, General llendizabei, 
vfiih part of the vanguard, proceeded to attack tbe column ap- 
proaching by Villero, directing that the divioon of Iberia should, 
meet him A Arrigorriaga. Dispositions were now made on tbe* 
part of the Spaniards which seemed to ensure' the destruction «f 
that column; but the enemy, on finding them in]^osse6sion of the, * 
bridge of Arrigorriaga and the rbads leading to BUbog, cfann|jl# 
their direction, and by a most rapid march, favouied by tbe 
thic^ess of the woods, effeded thefr juncdoo with the seeand 
column, which was deEtioed to make a simultaneous attack upoo 
tbe bridge of Bolueta. 

General Mendizabel with his vanguard, and Longar'sdivisioBi,- 
arrived there in time to resist the enemy's attack ; their pdnd^ 
pal eiTorts being directed to force the Bolueta'bridgif which wvs* 
defended in the most gallant manner. Here the French suflfemd 
considerably without gaining a foot of ground : and their Mbrts • 
on the left of the line proved equally unsuccessfu) ; for Geoerd 



321 

Beoovaks at the head of his brave peasant soldieTB met their 
attack 10 every pomt 

• Oq the left the French attempted in vain to force the two 
bridges of the town, and that of boats ; and, night coming on, 
they retired to their position on the heights of Santo Domingo 
el Monro and Begona. 

Arrangements were now made by Qeneral Mendizabel for a 
combined attack on the French position ; but finding that they had, 
upon being attacked by Renovales, who crossed the river in front 
of the heights of Banderos early in the night, commenced dieir 
iretreat, no time was lost in pursuing diem; and notwithstanding 
the great advantage they had in point of time, yet from the rapi- 
^ty with which the division of Il)eria marched, the pursuers 
came up with the fogitives near the town of Zomosa, and attacked 
the rear with such vigour that this retreat became a confused 
and disorderly flight; insomuch that they did not even avail 
themselves, as they might have done, of several strong positions 
which the road from Zomosa to Durango presents. 

At one of the stroif est of these positions, indeed, they made 
an effi>rt to stand; but the gallantry of Commandant General 
Longa completely checked them; for he led the attack at the 
head of his troops, animating them by his example, and having 
charged with a few cavalry and a small body of infantry, the 
enemy were oUiged to abandon -this position, and to tty for safety 
to tlie town of Itoango. 

In these affairs the enemy's loss was very "oonsiderabie, and 
many prisoners and horses were taken by the Spaniards. The 
enemy's force was upwards of six thousand veteran troops^ com- 
manded by skilful French generals, particularly Rooget and 
Duvernette ; and the advantages resulting from the victory were 
not confined to the clearing tfiis district of the enemy, but pio- 
dttced the brst effects by the confidence with which It in^ired 
the new raised Spani^ troops. 

During the whole of these operaticms, a constant correspon* 
deoce and active cooperation was kept up by a British squadron 

41 
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uadcr the commaDd of Sir Home F(^bam» who proceeded firos 
poiot to point, coovejiag arms to the Spaoiards* and ttaoBportiBir 
their troops wherever their presence vas thought moai efficBr 
cious. 

Having thus taken a view of the Spanish exertions in other 
parts of the Peninsula, it is proper to return to the operations of 
the Marquis of Wellington, who having found that tlie amy 
^nder Marmont, so lately defeated, continued their retreat upoo 
Burgos, in a state not likely to take the field again*for some tlme^ 
determined to bring Joseph Bons^rte to a general action, or 
force him to quit Madrid. Accordingly, hu lordslup moved 
from Cuella on the 6th of August, arrived at Segovia on the 7th, 
and at St. Ildefonso on the 8th, where he halted one day, in order 
to allow the right of the army more time to come up. 

No opposition was made to the passage of tlie troops through 
the mountains; and Brigadier General D'Uri>an with the Portu^ 
guesc; cavalry, and first light battalion of the King's Germao 
Legion, and Captain Macdonpld's troop of horse artilJery, had 
, been brought through the Gnadarama pass as early as the 9th. 
The 4>rigadier general then roove^ forward^ on the nuvni^g of 
the 11th from the vicmity of Galapagas, and, supported by the 
heavy cavaby of the Ring^ German Legion from Tortelodonas, 
drove in the French cavalry, about two thousand in number, and 
placed himself at Majalahonda, with the Portuguese cavalry and 
Captain Macdonald's troop, and the cavali;;^aQd light infantry of 
the King's Germ^ ]|*cgion at Las Royas, about thr^ quarters of 
a mile distant. 

The enemy's cavahry, which bad been driven oflT in the mom* 
ing, and had moved towards Kaval Camero, returned about fiv« 
in the afternoon of that day; and Brigadier General D'Urbas 
having formed the Portuguese cavalry in front of Majaldimdi, 
supported by the horse artillery, ordered the cavahry to chaige 
the enemy's leading squadrons, which appeared too far advanced 
to be supported by the main body. The Portuguese cavaby 
advanced to the attack, but unfortunately turned about before 
they reached the enemy ; and they fied through the village of 
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JMTajalaiiOQda, and back upon the Gennan dragoons, leaying ba- 
tSm them, unprotected aod unsuf^rted, those guns of Captain 
Macdonald*s troop, which he had inoYed forward to cooperate 
with the cavalry. 

B7 the activity of the officers and soldiers of Captrin Mac- 
doiiald's ttoopy the guns were, however, moved off; but owing 
to the ttn&vourable nature of the ground over which they were 
moved, the carriage of one was broken, and two others wera 
oyertumedA->and these three guns fell into the enemy's hands. 
. The Portuguese dragoons, after flying through Majalahonda, 
were rallied and re-formed upon the heavy dragoons of the King's 
German Legion, which were formed between that village and Las 
Royas. The German cavalry then charged the enemy, although 
under many disadvantages, and stopped their further progress: 
but this they did only after suffering considerable loss, and 
having Cdonel Jooqnieres, who commanded the brigade^ taken 
prisoner. 

At this moment the left of the army was about two miles and 
a half distant, at the Puente de Ratemer, on the Guadarama 
river, and Coloael Ponsonby's brigade of cavaky, and a bcigade 
of infantry of the 7tb divinon having move^ forward to the sup^ 
port of the ttoops in advance, the enemy retired upon Majala- 
honda as soon as they observed those troops, and night having 
come on, they retired upon Alcorcon, leaving the captured guns 
at Majalahonda, where they were again taken possession of. 

In this unpleasant affair of the Portuguese cavalry it was still 
a satisfaction to themarqub that he was able to report that their 
officers had behaved remarkably well, and showed a good exam- 
ple to their men, parUcidarly the Visconde de Baibacena, who 
was taken prisoner. But the conduct of the brave German 
cavidry was particularly excellent, la well as that of Captain 
Macdonald's troop of horse artillery. After this partial affair, 
the whole army moved fiorward on the morning of the 12th, and 
Its left took i^oBsession of the city of Madnd, Joseph Bona* 
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paxie having retired with the annj of the eeotre by the soad* of 
Toledo and Aranjaez, leaving a garritoD in the Retiro.* 

The marquis fin<Ung himself completely in possesdon of the 
city of Madrid, directed the operations for the investment of ^ 
Retiro to take place, whkh were completed in the even- 
ing of the 13th; and on that night detachments of the 7tli 
division of in£aniry under the command of Major General Hope* 
and of the 3d divisiouof inbntry tinder the command of the iNk 
nourable Major General Edward Pakenham, drove in the enemy^ 
posts from the Prado and the botanical garden, and the works 
which they had constructed outride of the park wall ; and having 
broken through the wall in different places they were estabyshed 
in the palace of the Retiro, and dose to the exterior of tiie 
enemy^s works, enclosing the building called La China. 

The troops were preparing in the morning to attack these 
Works, preparatory to the arrangements to be adopted for the 
attack of the interior line and building, when the ^nrernor seat 
out an officer to desire to capitulate, and the marquis granted 
him the honours of war, with the security of the soldiers* bag- 
gage, &c 

On the 14th the ^irrison marched out on their road to Cindad 
Rodrigo ; and the woAs, on being taken possesion of, were found 
to contain a garrison consisting of two colonels, a number of other 
officers, and a total of rank and file, &c. amounting in the whole 
to 2,508. 

Of all kinds of stores there was found 181 pieces of ordnance, 
21,832 round shot, 1,148 diells, 23,000 muskets, near three mil- 
lloos of ball cartridges, with a profusion of other stores beloosiog 
to the army of the centre; to which we must add a great quati- 

* The BBtir9 is not a purk-Kke enolotore adjueent to Madrid, ^t the as- 
•leiit palaoe of the SpaniihinoAareht, aadbhahited as suoh uatil the last two 
ragns, when Charles the Second, who completed the new palace at the ve^ 
tern nde of the metropolis, repaired thither wilh hb court. The paUee of 
** £1 Baeno Betiro** is seated rather on an eminence at the cast side of tin 
«i*7, and is mrrooadtd bj cxteattfe grovnds and gardens. 
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tl^ coOBldeTed as Mongiog to the armj of PortugBl, amountiog 
to eight field guDS, a quaDtity of shot, 700 barrels of powder, 
800,000 ball cartridges, with an immeose quantity of iDtreQch- 
faig tools, &€. &c. &c. 

The eyents which took place in Madrid, previous to, and 
after this success, are too important to be slightly passed over. 

In order to prevent confusion i& the delineation of these events, 
the patriotic narrator adopted a chronological arrangement— and 
that we shall follow. 

On the 10th of August, as soon as accounts arrived of the 
battle of Salamanca, and of its fortunate issue for the cause of 
the allies, symptoms of inquietude and perplexity were observed 
ia the whole court of Joseph Napoleon, who were well informed 
of the event, though they chose to pretend a belief in Marmont 
having giuned a victory. 

The alarm and dread which this occasioned In the French and 
their partisans was the greater, as they had hitherto reposed a 
blind confidence in their own strength, conceiving their troops to 
be invincible, notwithstanding the many defeats tfiey had already 
suffered, both in Portugal and Spain. 

This pr^udice being thus dissipated, the perturlntion and 
confusion into which they^ were thrown sufficiently pointed out 
io the suffering ciUzens the real state of affairs, which they in vain 
•odeavoured to conceal. The public joy was manifested on all 
sides. The report of the great event was speedily circulated 
auiong the patriots, and the police was in despair, seeing that all 
their efforts to prevent it were in vain. 

The departure, or rather flight, of Joseph, of his court, and 
partisans, having been determined on in repeated councils of 
state, it chanced that about six in the evening of the 9th, some 
soldiers, who had been stationed to observe the heights of Gua- 
darama, gave notice that they saw Ei^lish battalions desceodmg 
Ihem. 

Cmstemation immediately spread through the palace— orders 
and counter orders were given— and at length it was finally de- 
termined to leave the city at six ia the morning of the IQtk 
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Tbh antkipatioQ ineceased the disorder of* the feghives. Im 
the greatest confusioD, the ImmeDse convoy of the iatrusive go* 
yemmeot vas collected. Mourning and lamentation sprevA 
through all the houses of the partisans. 

Some sold their moveables for half their value, or what thej 
could get; others gave them to be kept by their finends; and 
others asked tliat favour from the insurgents themselves* vhom 
but a few days before they had looked on with disdain. Tbej 
turned into money all they could save of the wreck of (lieir 
property. 

Aribos and Aguelo, the confidential ministers of the intrunve 
king, having arrived at Madrid on this day, the one with a 
large escort, and the other only accompanied by three soldiers, 
they found the public indignation so strong that they were glad 
to march off in the morning of the 11th, with the remainder of 
the French troops, except those left in the Redro. 

On the 12th of August the French garrison destined for the 
defence of the Retiro shut itself up within these works, fearing 
the indignation and revenge of the populace ; and as soon as they 
left the city, the shops were again opened in full confidence of 
the speedy approach of the British, though they had all been 
shut for two days, from a fear of plunder arising from a know*., 
ledge which every body had of former proceedings of the French 
army on a similar occasion, and the people now ielt themselvea, 
as it were, able to respire after the oppression and slavery with 
which they had been hitherto borne down. In fact, as described 
by the Spanish narrator, Ac inhabitants, giving themselves up 
to their joy, manifested, by their language and embraces, all that 
flame of patriotism which they had been so long obliged to 
conceal. 

In the afternoon of that day the allied army began to enter the 
city, and from that moment the public joy knew no bounds. 

The entrance of the Blarquis of Wellington into Madrid was 
grand in the extreme. They were frantic with joy. 

The entrance into Salamanca, Segovia, and Ildefonso, was 
equal to the triumphal entries of tha heroes of antiquity. But' 
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irken od the secood day Lord Wellington made his tniry Into 
the cafpital, the spectacle was truly grahd. His lordship ivas 
attended by the flower of the British nobility, and by all the 
generals of the allied army; whilst the Spanish nobility, the dig- 
nitaries of the church, the magistrates, and all the principal in* 
habitants, came out to meet him accompanied by almost the whole 
population of the city, to be present at the ceremony of the pre- 
sentation of the keys. 

The air was rent with cries of *^ Vive le Due de Rodvigo 
grande^**but the el^^t females aod those of the first rank were 
the most particular ; they threw under the hofses* feet not only 
laurels and flowers, but a very great many threw their shawls 
and veils, which were of the finest texture. 

During this and the following days, the acclamations and 
vivaSf which hailed the conquerors of Salamanca, never ceased 
for a minute.* The doors of all the bouses were seen instantly 
adorned as if by enchantment ; and every thing contributed to 
prove that the inhabitants considered this day as the Aurora of 
liberty. 

Go the 13th of August in the evening, as we have already p<h 
ticed, the investment and blockade of the Retire commenced : and 
on that day was proclaimed, by order of the Marquis of Welling- . 
too, as Duke of Ciudad Rodrigo, the constitution formed by the 
general and extraordinary cortes of the kingdom ; Don Carlos 
Espana, governor of the capital and its province, and Marshal 
Miguel Alava, presiding at the act. 

On this solemn and important occaaon, the concourse of peo- 
ple, of applauding crowds, was immense, and appeared to have 
multiplied the inhabitants of the capital, who, duiing the reign of 
the French tyranny, had been reduced to one third of their origi- 
nal number. The ceremony was performed amidst the roar of 

^ When the French garrium -wu marohtd out of the JSetirc, thoa^ Uiey 
were privatelj lent off by a detour, the pqpalaee got notice^ and were with 
diffieultjr kept by the British and Portug;aete gnardifrom taldng yeogeanee ea 
flaeh of the officers aad mca M had committed the greateit dq;»redationt oa 
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the enemy's caonoo, who were then Buddog iMa hai tSosIm |» 
defend the encloeure ofibe Betiro. 

The narrator then proceeds to state that on the 14lh the, Ke- 
tiro surrendered at noon, just at the time when the acaUogMdin 
were preparing for the assault { when the garrison^ anMHatiiig 
to 1,900 men, marched out prisoners, leaving behind tbpra-i 
200 pieces of cannon, 20,000 muskets^ and a quanti^ of 
effects. 

On this day, in virtue of the royal decree of the reyeocf- of 
the kingdom, the swearing to the constitution of the coontiy took 
place in all the parishes of the capitaL 

The Spanish authorities, however, were not content with mere 
demonstrations of joy ; but, under the guidance of the m«riIiti<S 
took a most important step for the speedy return of the. mided 
juramentados to their social and military duUes^ and Geoexii 
Alava republished hb proclamation to the Spanish soldkis undor 
Joseph's colours, which bad already been issued from the h^ad* 
quarters of the Anglo-Hbpano-Portuguese army, on the 29th ^ 
the preceding month ; in which he says, " The general and ex» 
traordinary cortes of the nation, wishing to celebrate the political 
. constitution of the monarchy, have decreed a general pardoo to 
all Spanish military men, of whatever rank they may be, and who 
' are in the service of the tyrant, upon their abandoning it mod 
presenting themselves to the Spanish chiefs with as little dels^ 
as possible. Beiog Charged by the supreme government to the 
Duke of Ciudad Rodrigo, I judge it my duly to make you ac* 
quainted witli tltc favourable disposition of our legitimate ffprera- 
meut, io order that you may take advantage of it, and return into 
the bosom of your beloved country, and the estimation of yonr 
countrymen. The moment is most opportune. The enemy cannot 
much longer support themselves in the interior of the country, aol 
in retiring from our frontiers your fate is decided { you are going 
to perish in the war of the north. 

** Your country, brothers, friends, are greatly offended by yoor 
iofaraous desertion ; and you will give rise to a new war, unlea4 
you accept of the ofibrs of this proclamation. Hasten, then, to 
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youifelv^ io tbe Sfiaiiiih anthoritiea, or the advaoeed 
poiUof the aUiedamy; and in this naooer you wUl caiiBe your 
finka to be foigotteo, by showing that your heart was Spanisb, 
- wltfaoagh your exteriw deportmeot gave reason for doubting it'* 

The Spanish general concluded hb address by stating that all 
those who came in should abo be paid for their arms, and such 
alber military articles as they should bring with them ; and so 
great was the effect of the proclamation, that even io the course 
ef a few daya, a great number of those unfinrtuoate and misguided 
aieo made thdr iqppearaoce; and, having taken the oaths oC 
fidelity, joined thehr brethren in arms. 

In fa^ it had such an influence as even to produce desertions 
fiom Joseph's aimy to -the amount of thousands daily* His whole 
line of retreat, in short, was covered with deserters ; and on the 
£lst it was known that this intrusive king had changed his route, 
«Dd was then proceeding by the Arragon road. 

At this period the towns of La Mancha were inundated with 
^deserters from his army ; and nearly 2,000, it was said, had en- 
tered the capital, whilst many of the French partisans, who had 
not actually taken up arms, returned to their homes extremely 
diq;nsted with the treatment which they had met with from the 
Mtreadng army. 

The Marquis of Weltington still remained \n the capital until 
the 22d of August, and on that morning the new council went ia 
a body from the consbtorial hall, with the ceremonies of state, 
under the presidency of the field marshal Don Carlos D'Espana, 
commandant general, ad interim, df New Castile, and of the 
capital, and proceeded to the royal palace, to compliment him as 
General Doke of Ciudad Rodrigo; and being admitted into his 
presence, tlie general addressed hb excellency, in the name of 
the irhole council, in the following terms: — 

** Most excellent lord^The council of the capital of Spain, 
which has deserved the public confidence, and which was elected 
according to the. laws of the Spanish monarchy, sanctioned hf 
(he general and extraordinary cortes of the nation, comes to ofier 
i9 your excellency the sincere expression of its re^ct and gra- 
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titude. The irfiAttwto of Bhdtid jurtly ciitlii H ii te I 
bytbeir bertle ptutfloliiM* wd Who, in tiift gloriois «ltit|BMi^ 
Whidi the nati^ii is engaged, mre ibe ftrtt peij^ who, t^iOMllA 
other ftoce than dieirkydly»A6dthQfarhto0d t^ dclted «ii4^ 
fl^pendenee of their cota^ttf tod the vIgfaCB tf ihb 
M^vereigD, flMflfifeit to ybnr exeetteocf » ty (fce v«iee ^ < 
tt&gbtintteB, the saiCirfactloii they feel at vtAag In Ibe ftteoe tf 
flieir UogB die tBnsOriiHii cdnqaewr of Vhrifen moA i Tafar e f 'i ^ 
the delhrorer ^f PMtogai-Hlie ooDqiem trf<^^ 
BadftjesB— the h^o irtio, hi thl) pbto^BdfltfaMs 1nM«M«iit 
pride of our perfidious a&d ^n^ (eeenlea^ imstivtet UMtr 4e« 
ligi^ and hhAe the c^ito nMdi dlsgM»d the '^o&paM «f ttie 
Spanish €ni[nie— a neMnMe Victory i^ch VMry alMB 
transmit to the most veaiotfe poifbHiy. 

"My lord ^uke— The repretentotkes of aanaet loyd a^t 
^teful people hope that your eiCoeUoK^, thus irarABjr plaM| 
at tfie head of ^pttiibh greataess, irffl he pteaaed la trite ihh 
eapiM ufidet your particnlar protectM; and *at Aa efltela dT 
Aiis tienefit irtal he the odtidotfalSofi af thai predotis (iherty 
wUeh ire acknovlei^e to owe to fyour^ettdtacy, and te to* 
storation to his ttoreoe of the OMnareh vsho b die dbjeet «( ^mt 
persevering love and honour, and destined torelgo, atoeidiflB%r. 
a wiie eonsthmtoB, over an illuatrfoos people, who wfA 6ne^ 
be worthy of theh: liberty finunthe sacrilioes they bhi^ nada^'* 

To this the marquis retuvded the fellowiag Gnawer: — 

^ I am veiy sensible of ^ hikioilt wUdi the aiost ooUe aai^ 
loyal toiindl of Madrid has doae me in this virit, and aaririgMy 
gratified with the polite laagaage ia which your «KC^eiicj^ 
speaking In Its name, has been pleased fo mention the pilaeipal 
^currenCes tt the war In which I have borne apart I bara 
particular satisfaction iii f«ceiviflg a body of magiatniles elected 
by the falthfot people of ^tadridaeeordhlg to the foniisptoTided 
by tiie eodSfiitution,aap0tloned 1^ fliegenend and exCraordhmry 
eoHes, whkh, possessing the eonfidenceand influence of the peo- 
^ cany Into execution the laws wHh impartiaKty and i^igamr. 

The eteats of arar «f^ In the hands of Frovideoee ; httt 1 1 



SftI 

I andtteWoUlairtsof Madrid wSl pot doubt 
^ i riMI iJoBlidBe to nakeeror^ dEwt fai my power tff c«i[rf 
lite cMCtttkn the oiden of hkiogr^ 1i]|^ineM»who exefciees tbt 
mlAor'ttf Ip tiie Dune of hb.Britwak migesly, io bdialf of the 
fatereBtiiig canse of Spain; and I hope that these effMrta will bqI 
holy cootfikrte to piesen^ the peace and secari^ of the city of 
M«Md, bict also uldraately to estaUiah the faidepfiideiice» p«w 
ferity, and happtnees of Spwa.** 

The Spaniards were now not inactive in the general came; 
tnd iMoi the 28th of Augmttheh? patriotic anny of the centre, 
eoBslMl^ of their 2d and 3d armies^ afiar CBD^Dualy moving 
Aeiit for 19 days, had at last ftnally taken poet at HelUn, in the 
Utigdom of Murcia, for the purpose of observing the mofeoiefiti 
both of Socdf B and Sofchet's forces. 

* At these stannary liead-quartersy there iaSty pieaeated thesis 
ielv«B an iramense oamber of French partizans and juraB8nlii» 
dios ; the ihrsl wishing to embiaoe the patriotic caaae nd eatotf 
ito WMooB' guards, the odierB being destbied for the hi&alry 
corps* 

Some jUram^itode olficm had likewise deserted at that pe* 
iM ; but lliey, as they had appeared at a time wImb the cowifry 
had no occa^on for lieir services, were seat to Migorea as caoA-i 
bMii soMierSi 

On Ae 28^, Genera! Frere, with 1,200 cavaby,liad advanced 
between Atlaeeto and Booele, and General Bassecouiit was io 
Allora, and to the latter officer a number of deserten were daily 
piesentii^ themselves from Suchet*s army, In consequence of 
his proximily to AlmMza, tlie first place on the enemy^s line. 

About ibis period, General Mina attacked a corpa of the eoe^ 
my, composed of 3,000 inEaintry and 200 horse, on the high Fam* 
piona road, near Tulos; the enemy's loss on diis occasioD con- 
sisted of from 8 to 900 meto, whilst that of the Spaniards was but 
of trifling consideration. 

General ViBa Campa, also, near Reqaina, attacked aaore thai^ 
1,000^ of the enemy's infontiy, whh some artillery and cavalry, 
commanded l^ General Baron Mepos, completely deHroyi^ 
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(bam ; the gi^ater part were made prbonerB, otliers were ^ 
ed, Gt klUed, and the remainder saved themsdves by disperMl^ 
leaving befaiod Uiem two pieces of artillery, the 
wageoBy the convoy of storey &c» and all the baggage: 
Aall foe more fully noticed. 

About the 24th of August intelligeace was received at 
that Valencia had surrendered to the expediUoo from M^j i ttet i 
and that Tarragona and Lerida were^ also in the hands «f lli» 
alHea. 

At that period, in the south. General Hill bad otien^wi* 
▼ance» and his eperationB were to be conducted Id 
tioB with the division at-Ayamonte, and with the ibreei, i 
BaUastieros. 

Up to this time the greatest harmony prevailed between 
afiks and native troops; and, c^nsbtently with this good i 
standing, the Spanish guerillas in the neighbourhood of 
pfaicod themsdves under the command of the maiquisi 
amoogst Aeprinc^ chiefo who had concurred in Ods \ 
nont, were Medico and the Empecinado. 
' Great hopes were also entertained of the geoerdi naatm fron 
the &ture operations of the troops disembarked on tlie eaateitb 
coast This expedition left Sicily 7,000 strong, totdly Bikkk^ 
consisting of a division of the 20th light dragoons, the fiast hm- 
tailons of the 10th, 68th, and Slst regiments, the 4th andHtk tet- 
taliooBitf theKing^s Germay Legion, and the regiments <>f ] 
and de Hoik. 

At Minorca they were joined by about 4,000 Spai^sh 1 
organized and disciplined in that place, thus forming a ooqoiDt 
force of about 11,000 men, under the command of General lfalt-> 
land. 4 

On its arrival on the coast of Spain, the troops w^ete hsdedl 
at Alieant ; and being joined by General Roche's diviaiiii^ and 
the horse of the 2d and 3d army, proceeded from that pUkce ia 
the diiection of Valencia, pn the IStii of August; and, tkoimh 
the French had determined to fortify themselves iu the poitttt of 
liA and Casttlla, yet no sooner weie the troops in mod on, tha« 
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I csmrnfifffw of all these brilliant achieveiiieiitSythe Spanish 
detununed to present the marquis with the order of 
the TdsQB d'Or, or Golden fleece, the most ancient and honoarft- 
Me* 4MP|lff in Europe next to that of the Garter; and the cogrtei 
t that a monument should be eroded near Salamanea, in 
of the victory of the 22d of July. Upon tbt 
detaik of that glorious eyent being read to them by the 
' at war, thoy unanimously* amidst reiterated erfhwro- 
from thegalleries of— << Long live the nation — Long live our 
i a vote of thanks to the Duke et Cindad Eodri« 
go» and the troops under his- conunand, and appointed a deputa> 
tiMi Uk waitvpon the lionourable Henry Wellesley, hb biother# 
waH now the British ambassador there, to congratulate him oo so 
^gnftl ft yictory. The deputierwere the Bfarquis Villa France 
OouBta Toreno, Vega, &c.^ The Marquis Villa Fraooa 
i the ambassador in these terma^^* Tbe general corte% 
after heaitog with the most extraordinary emotioa the rdatioa 
«f the victory obtained by the Duke of Ciudad Rodrigo in tlie 
ftaUa-of Salamanca, have resolved, that in its namoi and on that 
^ Mktuajuut^, thanks shoukl be given to that general, Uie offi- 
«ctB) smd troops under his command ; and likewise that we ^uld» 
wUMUtaay ceremo ta y , wait upon and compliment your eaicellei^ 
'«y QD tUs happy event, both as the representative of the great 
British nation, and as the brother 0f the great h^ who has ob- 
Mttcd the triuji^bs of the tyrant" 

Mr. Wellesley, m reply, assured them thi^ be was above^mea- 
Ptte gratified by this proceeding of the cortex and that h; 
hoped this great success would be followed by still greater advan. 
«ageB,aud that the result of the whole would be the so much 
wished for entbe liberation of the Fednsula. 

About the early p^ of August the enemy had in a certain 
degree rebforced thdr troops in Estremadura, in consequence of 
whleh General Hill removed to Ztfnu 




ITa 0Wii» Ind S«9ll hetiA i)f thetettift of i 
like a true disciple of Booaparte, be oideted i^irii^ \ 
goad entertaiuBenfc in honoar of ManmBf a 
. and at the tame tine pul e veiy amnal in Ika ( 
tfoBi and laok eivrf poariMe meaoa of tonaiog 
alflo putting liia camp in motion Kwwedfy for die 
dea^w^iif General Hlll^ foiee. Hia ahi 
Indeed unkooirnt bat be made ailig|ilBMi?aaaea*oatbaiit^^lhil 
diTiuoii of the allied aiHf andet Hill» wlio^ inkfii W».ln|fto 
(oad look out to as ta act OY more as clrattm^iMicaa » | ^ .- i m» 
quite. 

Immedittely afterwards the Fimidi adiniftaod in Jbvpe mgm 
XTmachosi when General Hill, in order lo ooaaKen^ thoai^ 
marched bis troops so as la occupy the petitiona of ViHa Vranoo 
and Almandralego; vbare, shortly a&mr^lhe Aotish anQT^^ 
«dved aceottuts of the victmy. The enemy i|QEW fatiimd k^^ 
toad to Usagre, and the British proceeded to JUm SoiMt mi 
Xtfra, as already nodeed; after which OoimidlHIl faoi»««§ 
of truoe to Oenend Drooet, with safiammtiao sf MMnanfa^ 
feat, and aeoompssikd by twelve French piisaoert, 
asnire him of this great and implant evant 

At this period the French, in the soutbem pailaot 
fmnd themtelTet very unpleasaady circumstwwtd ? 
of actkq; offeodkely a^ifaist General BaHatteaas^ found !!«»• 
adves obliged, en the 2Stb di Augaat, to evaanate dl teialiasi 
of postieos from Guadalate, Bonda, and the points of GaNot 
and Teba, bJowiag up their foitifii»thmB,.qNkl^^ Iheir mawn. 
and destrcyying Qieir ammnmtioD* 

General BaDasterot immeittaAely pmrsiied tham, aaA on 4o 
Mowhig day his troops occupied the Roada, and ¥ilh Martial 
tod so completdy was tihe face of afi&ifa'nov sHerod, IhaO in» 
stead of being kept in check, he prepaeed, in the evool oC the 
enemy baring left any force still to bhidDade Cedhib aUlNna 
march upon tbeaa, or, if they had evacuated their Jloet, tt^ftm 
ane them in their retreat He waa^ net in time, hoyar cfi Iw 
dther plan; ibr, fearing for his own siiety, SouU gare direo<* 
5 
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lliMlb^*l'Agfr<»f <Mh to tenteJ; and aiillie'24di and 
Mil ^1 of «be SMi of Anguit, Ibe besiegsn ibandcNMd M 
4Kto ^liMl wkd iroit* opposite to Cadiz and the Ma, es^ 
m p tflHt tolHi «f BnI St. Mflijr^, wb«i« abotfyof tfcrapB i«mal»> 
M<wiai«w BriMk of 1^ 'daf , aftd dieb aitiidtew ta Ibe Cai» 

^Miir^M af«fty MiMMaaaiflllisirf in liaa^To^ and 

ai«H||e <|iMirjr of ^Umm wd potrder; and altboagN aoiitcf tiM 
I'lHUibbo <wa gflttdeidi gOiwnyteertiie aad wrieas yet, frftn othltf 
0< teafta ,tliey tfppeartd to 4]e?« wttred ^k more predpttatfod 
firom their podtioa than could hav« been expected. Indeed, ao 
l^pj^iVcfliMiiHf^ ^^NFOve ^Qi^ of being harassed, that a ctmsidendble 
IM)r' of 4c«Va1fy *«raa ty^otn^ down prei^ous to tiie eommenee* 
HkMkWWerefMrt. 

Tim ^tohraa H>f Pb^to Beai and ChieJaba ^veie iOu&ediately oo^ 
Mpleil'bfdeliiehiiieilta'Of IS^aolsh ti^oepa^ and a party of the 2d 
HMMt^etiao haasiitii, * to^odior wMh some light tfoop8> imdor the 
commmdof C4»knie1 Lambenrt 

At ^tiM ntttife tlfane Major Cknetal Ce^e, eomnaoder of the 
mMUMhttm In ^Onutta^ fecOked hafimiadta ttat Colonel Bktt- 
i0tt0Adtlie8pai^tioopd under General Cruz had arrived at 
M ao tf arf i i ia on Hho 29d, and remobed there in order to arrest the 
'MenlMidf MarthM^Mlt. 

Whe ^nkMg of <he siege, as snay ea^j be conceived, pro* 
daeeid IIMk ibost fi^ljr «ads&otion araoi^st Ae inhabitants of 
CadfaB. 

In^cMrfMBg tie^tiMs of tifis eTeM,1t was stated Oiat at 
Anm of d^^ on the 26th commenced the )3«ME(7 destmeCkm of 
li o > m €i uiyt s «otln, fodoobts, batteries, powder toagazines, &c. 
XM alwmmlly 4f Jibe preceding night was not sufficient to screen 
hjaooaiafld ^dptaritiiirtion, as ihe peopib of CadiiS coidd easily 
liOrittiOHafAoslina^^iiifefent nM^aSBines beforeithe light of day 
OWMod Ihaib'lo W h did <he precipitate ifetteat of these ferocious 
JaradMb The "tomidiMe work "at La Cibaznela ceased to exist 
il'OM 40 the oiOMfiiig, aad at ten the^kkfe garrison toek pos* 
la ils hia ottliat point, wteit aumesoua boats from the town crowded 
oyer to that shore so long in possession of the enemy. 
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The adrance of the iMopnU the gtaruoo to the fr^^t liai 
Uoe, most opportunely added to the embamawnepta of the ja»* 
treatiog army, and ooi ofAy preclphatad Us f«tieiit» but fpM 
them an opportuoity of destroyiog tboae traioB whi^ weaa jpil 
kidforthedeitiiiotioo of tberemaknpgttagaiEiaea. Tbej 
part of the battering canooa along the line were left 
Or badly spiked. InfiM^theeoeiQyhadiiai.timeerentiahaiiitiKir 
lautkchea, although naoy of them w«re auofc; and % gmtXiffBrn^ 
aty of sabres and other armsvere finind in the srii^itli»«ilc 
lling booths and infinparies were teftoa fiie* ** Soch^mt (j^ 
confiisedpredpitationof Soultr - - .r 

By noon of the 25th the Spaniards oocopiedUb^ «3odbi|d#h 
were erected ki Puerto Real and at the Trooadere; in thecMfk 
of Santa Catalina, no mounted cannon remi^ied; fte ''^ m^ ffff 
were burned, uid the a<|joinlng niagninos and saUmdUide- 
stroyed. Don Marcus Graceta proceeded to estabUib pinfriihjnij 
goyeiomenU on the evacuated quaders, and Doo Sm^^m 
Blaurell took possession of the towns in the vkini^. . , 

A strong column of .French cavahy and infanti^' i«ykrai t» 
Xeres; but on tke motfiiag of the 26(h pipo«edod M.-lMr 
march to SeviUe. The night before Soult left Port St. IfaryV* 
he lev^d a contribution of 12,000 doBais on thai tow% ^i, i» 
prisoned some of the inhabitants because thoyrofuicd tmpiflUk 
proportion ; most of them w€re» howeveiv Uhented ca the fqjhw 
log mommg, onlts appearifig that they had mH ik^mmm$t «d« 
Tancing a dollar. 

It was obsenred Ijy ft spe<^ator that the deatMcCiMi oClbe 
Tarious works was fine in the extreme* and anoomawn^ ^hmI* 
the whole of Cadiz beipg, as it wexe^ahnoat mmmmkA wUb 
immense fires^ aSoading a AiU prospect of the battarfei aatkef 
blew up Q^e alter another* Fort Caialiim^ itt p^a^ ii^, jfcidml 
a very fine sight; butaethe eoei^ybiii mined thewfaata^f ^ 
magaaJnes, thopgh only a part of them Utv.^»»<he parialmaa 
mandiqg was obliged to issue an •rderthai no pnrsnn thmJA gi 
near them; yet, in spite of the daisert it — r -Inrmlipnaiiila 
to restrain (be puUia curiosi^. The JnhaMlwtti of Cmikk 



imkt vbtiit AftppjT ^ircmnstttices, Melncd, nft M ^kttty to hsVii iv* 
uewed dieir existence ; and the women, in particular, were id 
ttHt^kty at tiM idea of again beholding their reladvea and friends 
af Von 9t 9lttj*9 and other places, and ithom ihej had beetl 
prerented ftom risiting ^er sfoce the French had first taken 
puaaeaolon of Andahisia. , 

Ob the teff day of Ibe ^tacvladofi^ ao extraordinary sitting; 
of Hm cortea took plaee, when the minister at wat, hy order of 
the n^ency, presented an acooitot of all that occarred in ih6 
eoemy^ line, when a general thanksgirlbg was ordered through- 
ovt Spain; and on the aaine day, Utit Duke del lAfantflkio, then 
at-tfie heid of the tegeney, pabliahed die fdkfwkig energeUe 
aoofeaas 

^ Citizen^ of Cadii>*The regency of the kingdom, which bef 
Mds yon in Oieae moments penetrated with the most e:calted|oy 
at ih^ wKLdr a wing of (he enemy's troops, which with so much 
gWlKtiy preiMed theortelvea In the frbnt of your dCy walla, hh 
ttkfng and ridktiting four constancy and patriotism, ia equally 
eonvidood that you are awMt of the imt>ott«M^ of preventing 
flirirneoctfpiitiMOf thoiopMltioDa whkh they hate tlsf hem 
oUigcd to abandon. 

•« Tom llave sm i ftiwil without nmrmaring, tai^d wMi a retigm^ 
ten woftbjr of that reward which Providence has this day e^i* 
tMMM i* yoU) In doereeibgtbe end of a dege^ whi^ howerer, 
eoiM aoe lira ost the eoMtaoey or detotlon of the besieged. Itf 
oidier to aecutre at once your future tranqttiMty, and place yo« 
bayooi tka faacb of any accident Whteh mipf arlie from the un- 
tmuta fortttM ^ w«r, the goteiMienC hiAs d«t«nnhMd fo pn^ 
cofed to tite /sxeea^tioir of the wovts projected is ttm ^f roeadens 
aaA WWcb will be <ufieienC toaeomtlie people of Cadiz i^gsfaist 
tfea i«p«lltlDD of sftch hostiie operatioos in itature. Widi similar 
r eoo6aue, eiUsena of Cadhs, Mtfafui to mak«, if oo- 
friMOm aacflfees for die general advantage of yoov 
OMBtiy. The goronunent wV have to Oiako known toyou such 
iWiuaHiea, ah— ht they eiM, and it rfegardi your conduct; and, 
iHDy^4ht Kg w ty fcMdCitos yon oofhe nos^fovtuiMlle OTiM of 
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thiftdaj; bo fortunate for younelves, for all commerciai 
aod for the oation in general.'' 

The siege of Cadiz was at all times an important ciicimistanoe 
in the afiain of the Peninsula; but, as its rarious details would 
have interfered with the continuity of the former narrative^ and 
could onlj hare been presented in a disjointed state, we avoided 
entering into particulars, trusting that we should be enabled, by its 
final issue, to avail ourselves of an opportunity of noticii^^ It in a 
more connected manner. We shall, therefore, here biiefly state 
oome of the leading occurrences. 

The lines of circumvallation, on which the French annj had 
been so many years employed, reached from Cooil, by Torr^ 
ibermesa, Chiclana, Puerto Real, and Puerto de Santa Maria, t«, 
!Rota, an extent in the whole of about eight leagues. 

During the thirty*one months of blockade,which commenced oi» 
the 5th of Februaiy, 1810, the enemy never ceased laboaiiag, 
with the greatest activity, on the construction of an immense 
mimber of redoubts and batteries, which at least contained about 
600 pieces of cannon of the largest calibre. They had also 
formed in their lines parks of artillery, magazines, and /ouodrie^ 
calculated to support and increase the vigour of the enterprise, 
certainly one of the most extensive in its outline recorded in the 
history of modem wars; though still inferior to the immense 
works of the British army at Torres Yedras ; and to these pio- 
dlgious means of attack the enemy had added a flotUla consisting of 
about thirty gun-boats. 

As the impregnable defences of the Isla de Leon left not th^ 
most distant hope of successfully attackic^ Cadiz on that pointy 
the French early directed their attention and their labours to that 
cfuarter of the bay where the small isthmus called the Trocadero 
Is situated.,. It appears that their plan was to multiply their lines 
of fire upon that pdnt in such a way as to silence that of the 
GfSlle of Puntalesand of the adjacent batteries; in consequence 
of success, in which case they expected it would be practicable 
to effect a landing, which might eu|ble them to form a lodg^nent 
betweea the grand battery .of St Ferdinand and the land poxf. 
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gljte, from irhence, with mortars otAy^ they vrould be eoabled 
to reduce the city of Cadiz to ashes. This plan, though a bold 
ooe, and of very dijfficult execution, because they could not 
flatter tliemselves with becoming masters of the sea, was generally 
acknowledged, even by their most experienced engineers, to b6 
the only one that held out the prospect of a successful result.' 
In consequence, on the whole coast of the Trocadero, including 
Fort Louis, the enemy had mounted about 200 pieces of artillery, 
many of them mortars of the lai^est and most augmented calibre^ 
which kept up a tremendous, though ineffectual, fire upon Pun- 
tales and the adjacent batleriesi which was always returned with 
redoubled vigour. 

The enemy, even from the first, despairing of the effect of all 
these fires upon Cadiz, next applied themselves to the discovery 
of projectiles that might effectually damage the city. All the 
science of the corps of French artillery, and of a Spanish traitor 
called Domingo Yengoa, formerly a colonel of artillery, was 
put in requisition, whose range might reach to the city of 
Cadiz. 

On the 15th of December, 1810, they made their first ex-' 
periment with a piece of from eight to nine feet in length, in the 
riiape of a cannon, but with the chamber and the capacity of a nine 
inch howitzer. The grenades thrown by this were partly filled 
with lead, and could not burst Their range was about 6,000 
yards, or three geographical miles, and they fell considerably 
beyond the centre of the ci^; but without producing any 
other effect than that of a round shot de8cen<yng ^m the samo 
elevation. 

The enemy, however, were animated to new attempts by the 
result of this experiment, and flattered themselves that, by mul'- 
tiplying their trials, they might at length succeed in throwing a 
number of projectiles calculated to annoy the population of Cadiz 
to such a degree as to produce disturbance, and thus hasten and* 
insure the surrender of the place from the effects of discontent 
and confusion. 

Ti^e, indeed, has at length demonstrated that these hopes were 
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lidicaloitf; for the eoei^y tmyiiig constnicted the two bMlnics 
of Cabazuelo tod ADgoIoin the mofit advanoed part aC the Tio^ 
cadeFO towards C^dkh placed io tbem foarteeti jnecea of tke 
oev coDBiructionf and from the 24tb of Jane, 1812| diqp 
hegda tbroiHog projectiles daily, which ffio«|lj fell viAk the 
icUy, but without producing greater effect thw in tbf first eipexb 
ment^. 

It appears that the epeioy did not iocreafe the Damber c| 
their firi^, from a well founded fear that thdr (deoes woal4 
burst from the shocl^ of an impulse so extraordiQiury» and abo 
from their immense consumption of gunpowder, erery ckai^ it 
is said, requirii^ thirty-six pounds. 

IQ^otwithstanding thH we have seen that the goveruneoC iritb 
the officers of the various public departments, aUhough ao £ar 
within range of the French fire, and exposed to coatiimal 
danger and incoDTeoience, never al^andoned theirposts; indeed^ 
It must be ac]Mio^ledged that they had no giber place of refogSt 
iiqless they had gone to Majorca or JMUoorcm where their 
means of communication with their allies wo«ld have beeo wmde^ 
curtailed. 

After this sort of bombardment for two months, wMch cwrngfl 
very little damage, and to which the pppiydattoo became ai laa( 
habituated, they had the satisfaction of witaesnog whal tba 
Spanish authority, to which we haxr^ ^u much indebted toK 
the foregomg statement, caVs one of the greatest results of ^ 
memorable victory of Salamanca^ which ha$ Ipmortalized the 
Puke of CHfdad |U)drigo^ 

** The whole of the 26th pf August,** observes this wy%«p^^ 
«« Uie enemy were abandoning their lines» having destrqj^ed soMe 
pf their batteries, and rendered useless a, part of thdr ai1ilba;y« 
Pn the same day the Spaidards took possession of their lias% 
where there ifa^ foi^ an immense quwitity of gqui carci3gei^ 
parts, balls, bombs* gunpowder, baggage, arms, and stores. oC pro- 
visions. Of the 500 pieces pf artiUexy, m.any were found, in ^ 
ferviceable state, the enemy not having had time to destroy tbeiv^ 
frmtheprecipitatipQinthwhk AUi 
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ki Takie to many nilUoDSt'' (iind«abted]7 he means not sterling 
nmiej of Britain, but of the currency of Spain,) ** but these 
has not yet been time to take an inventoiy of them, and we 
have been ctuefly employed in destroying the works, and 
in bringing the artillery and stores into Cadk and the' Isle of 
Leon. 

^ Such has been the issue of the incessant labours of tbt 
enemy against Cadi&— labours which have been often blazoned 
in the French reports as models of their Und, and, like the 
works of the Romans, as calculated to excite the admiration of 
the world.'* 

Two thousand men were inunediately set to work upon the 
projected cut, which is to convert the Trocadero into an island^ 
and to render it, like the other approaches, impregnable. Were 
die enemy, therefore, under any unfortunate change of ciscum* 
atances, to^ approach with any possible amount of force, his fire 
could net reach Cadiz* nor even its bay. 

In this mannesi therefore, the most important point of Spab will 
vemain perfectly secure ; and it will of course be impossible lor 
the enemy, even if unexpectedly reinforced, lo possess In tran- 
quillity the rest of the province of Andaluna. 

We now return to the operations of the British army at 
Madrid, whore the Marquis of Wellington received informatloo, 
00 the 18th of August, that Joseph Bonaparte had retired from 
Ocana two days before, and that his army was in full march 
towards Yalenda* 

Abcmt the sam6 period the French abandoned Toledo, whick 
was taken possession of fay a party of the guerillas of £1 Me-^ 
dico; aody soon after the captuire of the Ketiro, the garrison of 
Onadalasi^ara, coosisUng of 700 men, surrendered to the Empeci^ 
mdo by capitulation, on nearly the same terms as those granted 
by his lordsUfi to^ the garrison at Madrid. 

The marquis now received reports from llbjor General Clin- 
ton, informing him that a part of the remains of the army of Por- 
tugal had moved forward from the neighbourhoo4of Burgos, and 
^t some c{ t^efar detachments irere understood to b^ in Yalla- 
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withdravu the troops of the annj of Gallicia which had'occopied 
that town. 

Some of their detachmenU were likewise oo the right of the 
Pisuefga; but this adyance did not take his loTdddp unawares, 
for he had expected they would make this movemeot as soon as 
lie collected his troops together for the purpose of marching upon 
Madrid. 

The inteUigence also which he received from the sooth was 
to him of great importance ; for from thence he learned thai 
Drouet pressed less upon General Hill, having drawn in lus ri|^ 
from La Guarena, though still occupying Homachos ; and tbou^ 
at that period General Vallete had returned to the blockade of 
Cadiz, yet Ballasteros had not only b^n so successfiil as to cap* 
ture three hundred prisoners at Os6una,bi|t, by the positioos of 
his troops, had been enabled to reopen hb communicatioD with 
the British garrison in Gibraltar; so that his lordship had ererj 
prospect of being able to direct the whole of his force against 
the army of the centre and that of Marmont. 

Indeed the Spanish prospects in the sooth were now kopnviBgi 
rapidly in consequence of the exertions of the gallant Colooel Skei«> 
rett, the brave defender of Tariffs, and who had been some tim^ 
before despatched with a considerable British and Spani^ force 
to Ayamoote in order to harass the right wing of the Frencii 
army under Soult 

On the 24th of August, Colooel Skerrett, and General CrvB 
Mourgeon in command of the Spanish troops, judged it advisable 
to make a forward movement on Seville ; but before tUs could be 
done it was necessary to force the enemy's corps of observatioQ 
of three hundred and fifty cavalry and two hundred infontryat 
San Lucar la Mayor. 

In order to accomplish this derign without haasard, but wltii> 
Out any superfluous force, the gallant cobnel marched from Muh 
zanilla with eight hundred troops, composed of the 1st regiment 
of guards, the 87th, and the Portuguese regiment eommaoded 
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Iqr Brigadier Oe&eral Dowiue, accompanied vith six bundled 
Spanish troq>8* 

On arriving at the enviroos of Sao Lucar, not a moment was 
lost, but the Spanish cohunn attacked on the right, and the Bri- 
tMi and Portuguese on the left when the French were driven 
tkrough the streets with precipitation, leaving some killed, wound- 
€n1, and prisooen ; and the combined troops took post in the 
place without the loss of a man* 

Two days afterwards it was the joint opinion of Colonel Sker- 
tett and the Spanish general, that it would be attended with the 
moat beneficial effects, both on the public opinion, and in saving 
the city of Seville from being plundered, if the French could be 
precipitated in their retreat from that place ; the allied troops in 
consequence marched for that purpose, and arrived at the heights 
«f Castillegos de la Cuesta, immediately above Seville, on the 
morning of the 27th at six o'clock. 

The Spanish troops formed the advance, and the French ad- 
▼ance was soon driven in; when tlie cavalry retired leaving the 
infantry in the plain, who, thus deserted by their friends, were 
immediately charged by the Spanish cavalry, and a great num- 
ber made prisoners. 

Id front there was a redoubt in advance which it was neces- 
sary to cany, being on the left of the assailants, and this redoubt 
the Spaniards attacked, losing a great number of men ; but the 
different allied columns having now advanced into the plain, the 
redoubt was turned, and its communication with the city cut off, 
when it surrendered* 

The Spanish troops under General Cruz now took the rights 
and made a detour to arrive at, and attack on the flank of Triana, 
one of the suburbs of Seville. 

Immediately, with great precision. Colonel Skerrett ordered 
the redoubt to be masked by a detachment of the 20th Portu- 
fuese regiment, and at the same time advanced a field piece with 
aome troops to keep in check the enemy's fire at oq^e of the gat^ 
cppodte to the asMants. 
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Aftet giting siifficteat time for the dpaiiish eotdtmi io trArt t( 
itB statiuD, the Britiih and Poitugaese troops advanced to tbe * 
attack in front: the cavalry and artillery advaoddg ^ a gaBbp»^ 
supported by the grenadiers of the guards^ aUd the InfiBoitiy M- 
lowing. 

The enemy immediately abandoned the gate; and the aasaS- 
ants entered the aubarbs, and advanced near to the bridge dT 
Seville with as much rapidity as possible, in hopes of preventiiig 
its destructioOf which would have rendered the success of the 
allied troops extremely difficult, if not doubtluL At t)^ move- 
ment, the advance were checked by the heavy fire of grape shot 
and musketry at the turning of the street ; but the grenadiers of 
the guards, imoHediately advancing to their support, drove ever/ 
thing before them* 

At this critical moment the Spanish column, which had attack* 
ed ia the quarter of Triana, most fortunately arrived, when the 
whole body advanced to the bridge under a very heavy flre« 
Captain Cadoux, of the 05th, with great judgment made a flank 
movement on the allied left ; Captain Roberts with great rapidly 
brought up two guns ; a heavy fire of artilleiy and musketry 
was thus soon brought to bear on the enemy, who were driyeu 
from their position on the other side of the river, and from tbe ' 
bridge, which they had only in part destroyed. 

The grenadiers of the guards, and some Spanish troiops, led the 
«>lumn8 that crossed the bridge. A general rout ensued, and tbe 
toemy were driven through the streets, which were strewed wiU) 
their dead, and pursued at all points, leaving behind them vahis- 
ble captures of horses, baggage, and money. 

Colonel Skerrett, in hb despatches after thb brilliant achieve^ 
ment, declared that it was impossible for him to express the joy 
of the people of Seville at the British victory. £ven under the 
fire of the French, they brought planks to lay across the broken 
bridge ; and their acclamations and vociferous marks of jpjl 
added to the inunense crowd, rendered It very difficult for the 
officers to march through the streets with their columns. 

The vwt extent of the dty» the exhausted state of the tnoptT 
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^0 bad adTtncedk double <|atck time for three i&il^ and tbcf 
want of cavftbry, rendered it imposaible to cootiDue tbe parsuit 
beyood the town— and indeed such was the rapidity of tbe attack,* 
(bat tliiB victory over |ui eotiie French division, and the passage 
of a bridge which Uie enemy had materially destroyed, with his 
in&ntry and artillery formed on tbe banks of tbe river, was 
achieved with a loss so small as scarcely to be credible. 

In fact the gallant narrator had only to regret tbe loss of one 
officer. Lieutenant Brett of tbe royal artillery, who was killed 
gallantly fighting bis gun at the bridge : before which, however, 
his intrepidity bad been observed by the whole detachment 

The only officer wounded was Lieutenant Llewelyn of tbe 05th 
rifle corps; and these, with one sergeant, one rank and file, and two 
hones killed, tc^tber with twelve rank and file and one horse 
wounded, formed tbe whole of the Britbb loss. 

Tet It was justly said that in this affair, though not a san- 
guinary one, the conduct of every officer and sol<fier was above 
all praJse ; whilst during the whole of the attack our allies, the 
Spaniards, rivalled the conduct of the British and Pcnrtugoese 
troops ; and the modest yet gallant colonel most liberally obser^ 
ved, that General Cruz Mourgeon, by bis military talents and 
bravery, principally contributed to the successful result of the 
day. 

In tbi^ affair the loss of the enemy must have been very great; 
leveral officers were taken, and nearly two hundred prisoners Itk 

Many guna and military sU>rea were taken : and two of the 
field pieces, which the enemy advanced, fell into the bands of the 
•Hies. 

On that very night also, a division of seven Or eight thousand 
French troops passed by : but they ventured not any movement 
against Seville; and, as Colonel Skerrett observed, the aHitd 
attack and occupation hi4 thus most opportunely saved the dty 
from the devastation and contributions which it must otherwise 
I have unden;one. 

About Uie 25th of August information was conveyed to tbt 
* 44 
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marquis, that Joseph Bonaparte had coatioued bk naanh UP 
wards Valencia, hk rear guard oo the 19th having been as fcr- 
ward as La Roda; and at the same time be was put in pgssenioa 
of a communication with the Sicilian expedition, baring received 
despatches from Lieutenant Oenend Maitland, wlio had adraiH 
ced from Alicant as far as Monforte. At this period, oo Ae 
eastern coast of Spain, General Roche had taken post at Alcogr^ 
from whence Suchet had retired to St Fdippe^ and it ws» 
generally beKeved that he intended to cross the rirer Kucar : and 
in conjunction with General Rochets movements, Ckneral O'Doc 
nelon the 17th was atTeda in,Murcia« 

At this period the conduct of Soult seemed quite andieteiv 
Alined ; but it was known that he had sedt eoavify% towmrds Co*r<' 
dora, whilst in the road from Seville towards Grenada be fasMi 
ordered the different flying corps or garrisons tol>e collected. 

General Durao, it appeared, had entered Logrooo, where he 
bad destroyed the fortttcations, the house of inquisidon, aod the 
fort called Balbuina: but the French General Daiqiie, with 
2,590 infantry and 200 horse, hayii^ advanced as if with sm 
4otention of attack, Duran placed himself within half a leagiK 
of the place. In a kind of ambuscade, with 1,400 Infantry and 
«bout 100 horse, where he waited their advance ; when the Fiwcb 
were forced to retire wilh a very severe loss. 

In the north, the remains of the army of Portugidf joined by 
the forces which had been in the Asturias, attempted to mkr 
some hostile movements, and on the 18th had detached souse 
troops from Valladolid, which drove in Major General Aosoo's 
piquets at Tudela; but that officer was still in suffident feroelo 
maintain his posts on the left of the Douro. 

Foiled in their attempt to push him further, and feariol kt\ 
their own detachments, the enemy next moved a body of i 
from the vicinity of Valladolid, consisthig of abdut six tb 
infantry, and twelve hundred cavalry, under General Foy, ' 
felt himself strong enough to venture asliff as Torn, from wb 
he drew off the garrison. In fact, it appears that Fojr'sprin 
<^ct in hbmoveBKOt was to collc^ these scattered gamsoosc 



347 

T«rt and Zanora; ia addkioa to which he had hoped to cut off 
the Portuguese militia employed in the blockade of the latter 
place; but beiog diiappoioted io this expectation by the ^i;ood 
cooductof the Portuguese general, he marched Irom the Tlclnitj 
of Benevente, but not until he had been joined by a body of in- 
fantry equal to fail own in number, which had likewise marched 
from the Pi8uei|;a, on the Bio Seco; and on the 20th of August, 
the whole were about two leagues distant from Benevente, a 
movement which they were enabled to makis unmolested, ia 
ceosequence of the Gallician troops hairing all marched towards 
Astoiga, with the exception of the Spai^h cavalry which still 
remained io Beoerente, and sayed that place from the intended 
French vitit« 

Being forced to leave the garrison of Zamora still blockaded 
by the Portuguese army under the Cond£ D^Amarante, they, how* 
ever, ventured to proceed towards Astorga io hopes of relieving 
that garrison* 

The enterprising spirit of the guerillas, at this point of time^ 
cannot be better delineated than by a dashing exploit of £spos y 
Mina, who states in a letter to General Mendizabel, that the 
French General Abbf , having on the 20th of August marched 
6am Pampekma with 3,000 infruitry and 200 horse to collect 
wood, he resolved to fight him, which he actually carried ioto 
execution ; and, notwithstanding their proxinuty to Pampeluna, 
obliged them to abandon the wood they had collected, and the 
wagons io which it was to have been conveyed. In fact he pur- 
eed them until within cannon shot of that town, where he formed 
in order of battle for two hours^ without the enemy daring ta 
molest him. 

His lordship's movements towards tlie north were ipuch re- 
lieved by intelligence from the southern parts of Spain; for 
^ugb hia despatches from Cadiz liad informed bim of the return 
^ that place of the detachment under General Cruz which had 
been sent to the eastward for the relief of General Ballasteros; 
7^ they riso conveyed him information of another expedition 
^»riog been immediately fitted out, and of thie troops being lan4r 
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fid at HuelTa as far back as the 15th, -when they bad. Id &ct» 
met with do opposition^ the retiring enemy havii^ evacuated 
and destroyed the castle of Niebla on the 12th of the modlfa. 

In the north, General Foy proceeded on his route to Asioi;ga, 
irhSch place had actually surrendered some days before to a soall 
Spanish force of only twelve hundked men, although Foj had 
then advanced as far as Baneza for their telief. The viclorioas 
Spaniards, however, were too few to enco^iteT such a force, 
amounting to as many thousands as they had hundreds ; they 
accordingly evacuated that place immediately, but not without 
carrying away the whole French garrisoq as prisonera. 

The marquis now thought it improper to leave such a ktret 
unbroken ; and, accordingly, having ordered, in the latter end of 
August, that a sufficient number of the aUied troops AoM be 
collected at Arevalo, he quitted Madrid op the Ist of S^pteubr 
ber, in order to direct their movements. 

At this period the garrison of Madrid consisted of the M, 
43d, 45th, 52d, 74th, 83d, 88th, Scotch brigade. Boas, some 
Portuguese, and likewise some Spanish troops; all under the 
command of that excellent officer. Baron Alten : and the genevl 
recruiting for the Spanish corps of Don Carios and Don Julian 
went on briskly, these leaders befaig eicpected to take at least 
12,000 men from the capital alone; besides which, a militia was 
raised in the dty, to consist of horse and foot to a conadenbfe 
amount. 

At thu period also a very important event took place, the 
general and extraordinary cortes having made a treaty of frieodr 
ship, union, aud alliance, between that country and Buttia, under 
'British mediation ; and in which it is stipulated that the two high 
contracting parties, in consequence of the proposed friendship, 
shall come to an understanding without delay, and agree on every 
thing which may have connexion with their respective interests, 
and with the firm intention to prosecute 9, vigorous war against 
Ihe Emperor of the French, their common enemy, and ei^;aging 
irom that date to concur sincerely in every thing which tsaj be 
advantageous to the one or the other party. By tbfe tftate doco- 
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mta^ akoy the BoflsiaD emperor engaged to ackaowledge the 
cortes as a legitimate authority, and to guaranty the cooadtik* 
turn which thej had framed and aauctioued; to which it was 
added, that all conunercial relatloos should be forthwith re-estt- 
bUshed. 

If there was any thing to coonterbaknce the tide of success 
9i this period in farour of the Spaniards, it was anotification from 
tibe consul Amatlar at Carthagena, to the British governor of Gib- 
raltar, that about the middle of August he had received infor- 
jnalion from the board of health that there were some suspicions 
eases of fever in their hospitals, but that the local government 
. had taken precautions to guard against the spreading of this hor- 
rible infection, winch but a few years before had nearly depopur 
lated that ill-feted dbtrict. 

On the 4th the marquis marched from Arevalo, and passed the 
Douro on the 6th, at the fords of Herrera and £1 Abrojo; pre- 
Tious to which. General Foy having heard of the surrender of 
Astorga, returned to the Esla, and marched upon Carvajales, 
with a view to furprise and cut off the Portuguese militia already 
stated to have been employed under Lieutenant General the 
Cond^ d'Amarante in blockading Zamora. This general, how- 
ever, made good his retreat, without loss, to the frontiers of Por- 
tugal; and General Foy could do nothing more than carry off 
the French garrison^ which he did on the 20th of August, think- 
^ing their position unsafe, and then marched for Tordesillas. The 
good management of the Portuguese genera], and the steadiness 
of bis troops on this occanon, drew forth great, and, indeed, well- 
merited praise, from the Marquis of Wellington, who observed in 
kis .puMic despatches that he Could not avoid drawing the atten- 
tion of the British government to the conduct of the Cond6 
d'Amarante, and pf the miUfia under his command, in these ope* 
latioos, and also pointing out the zea) of this militia, principally 
drawn from the provinces of Trales Monies, in thus voluntarily 
serving beyond the frontiers of ^the kingdom, a service which ez^ 

tended beyond the limits of their agreement 

• T|ie whole remains of the army of Portugal, being now co\^ 
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lected between Yalladblid and XoTderillM, tiie mrtqitfo UmmA 
tbeir advanced guard od the sixth of September stroogljr pogted 
on the heights of La Cistemiga; and at the same time he-had 
informatioD that there was a coosiderable body of troops in and 
about the former place. 

As it was late in the day before the allied troopa had ciaNed 
the Donro, the marquis thought it imprudent to ai6ye forward 
before the morning of the 7th; but the enemy did not choose to 
await his approach, retiring from La Cistendga during the night, 
add abaodoniDg Valladotid in the morning as soon as they saw 
the British advance, blowing up the bridge oa crossiog the ¥im/^ 
eiga in order to arrest the pursuit They were closely follow* 
ed, however, by the honourable Lieutenant Coioael Ponsoaby, 
with a detachment of the 12th light dragoons through the town; 
but some time havUig clasped before the iofentry could eoma up, 
the retiring troops could not be prevented from destroying 4!he 
bridges, by which means tfieur loss was less than m%^ bare beea 
expected. 

In fact, so great was the terror of the IVeneb,ti»t wo unde»* 
stood that they only fired five guns before they faistflj fled to^ 
wards Burgos; but it appears that some of our troops reached 
thero, especially the cavalry, and caused them a great loss, th^ 
enemy abandoning their provisions, ammunition, baggage 
wagons, &c» 

Thb triumphant entry into Yalladolid, although it bad beeii 
only a few days under the French yolLO, now caused the roosi iiK> 
conceivable joy ; and it has further been mentioned, that the Mar- 
quis of Wellington, with the most judicious attention to the wants ^ 
of the popr Spaniards, had all the wagons brought into Yallado- 
lid, laden with the plunder of that town and neighbourhood; and 
permitted the poor injured people, in the most unexpected mao^ 
ner, to recover their lost property. Such considerate conduct 
must always operate favourably in support of the British cha- 
racter. 

After this they rethred along the right bank of the Pi8uei)g% 
and in the evening Iiad got as far as Duenas. T-houghtheOaHician 
A 
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nsfmy ^^ niinA from AMorgB^ as abneadj mcn t iopcd» on th« 
IkpproachW Geaeral Foy ; jet do aooner had he coniineiieed hit 
retreat oo the ])outo> thao they again advanced to the £ila$ 
indeed the Spanish corps seem now to have gained fresh courage 
on all sides, for it also appears that the French garrison of Cuenca, 
.vhich had evacuated that place on hearkig of the surrender of 
IbeRetiro, being iniact part of Sachet's army, had immediately 
afterwards been taken prisoner? by General Villa Campa, to the 
amtMint of 1$000 men, with 2guos, &c. 

At this period, also, the marquis received intelligence from 
Xilettt^iant General Sir Rowland Hill, that he had advanced as 
far as Ueiena in pursuit of the troops under General Dronet. 

The Marquis of Wellington did not, however, give up the 
{Hinuit, but coo^ued to follow the enemy with the whc^e of his 
troops undl the 16th of September, when he was joined at Pam- 
pHega by three divisions of infantry, and a small body of caval- 
jry, of the army of Gallicia ; his excellency the Captain General, 
Castanos, having arrived at head-quarters on the 14th. . 

On the 16th this retreating enemy had taken a strong position 
PQ the heights behind Celadadel Carmino, when his lordship made 
an^^V^ements for attacking them on the morning of the following 
day; but they thought proper to retire during the night, and 
were driven to the heights close to Burgos, through which town 
they retired during the night of the 17th, leaving behind them 
some clothing and other stores, and a lai^e quantity of wheat 
and barley. 

After this they redred to Briviesca, where they were jdned 
by about 7,000 conscripts frpm France, and, as the marquis was 
informed, were ther^ to wait the arrival of Massena, who, as was 
imported, wa9 ordered by the local government of France to pro- 
ceed for the command of the army* 

. It was oeoessary to pass the river of Arhinzon in the viol- 
jiily of Burgos; but the eastte of that town commands the 
passages of the river, and the roads commuoicating with them, 
fo coopletely» that the British army could not cross it before 
the lOtb, when that operation was effected hi two columns, 
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ttte 5th division aod Brigadier Oeneral Bradford's MffJie above 
the town, whilst the Ist division, with Brigadier's General 
Pack's brigade, and Majcnr General Anson's cavalry, passed be- 
low it 

The cit J of Burgos, now, as it tiiay be called, the last refiige of 
the French, hi that part of Spahi, is situated in that divisioD oC 
the country allotted to the army of the north; and Goieral Caffa- 
xelli^ who had been there on the 17th, had placed in the castle a 
garrison of the troops of Uiat army, consisting, as wiis t^rted, of 
2,500 men; 

The enenr^ had talten considerable pains not only to f(»1if)r this 
casUe of Burgos, but had also occupied with a hocn work the hill 
of St Mithaers, which has a considerable command ov^ some 
of the works of the castle, at the distance of three hundred 
yards. 

They hsid likewise occupied other parts of that hill witfi 
fldches, and other works, for the protection of their piqpiets and 
outposts. 

As soon as the fir^ division of the allied army crossed the 
river Arlauzon, on the 19th of September, the enemy's outposts 
were driven in by the light infantry battalion of Cdooel Ster- 
ling's brigade, under the command cf the honoorable Msgot 
Cocks, supported by Brigadier General Pack's brigade; and 
the enemy's outworks on the hill of St Michael's, with the ex- 
ception of tiie horn work^ were occupied by the allied trciop^ 
which were posted close to the horn work. 

As soon as it was dark, the same troops. With the addilioD of 
the 42d reghnent, attacked and carried by assmilt (he horn work 
whidi the enemy had occupied In strength. In this operation* 
Brigadier Creneral Pack, Lieutenant Colonel Hill of the 1st Por- 
tuguese reghnent. Colonel Campbell of the Idth, Major WilHama 
of the 4th ca^adores. Major Dick of the 42d regiment, and the 
honourable Major Cocks, of the 76th regiment, commanding the 
light kfantry battalion, distinguished themselves most gallandy^ 

The latter. In particular, who led the attack of the enemy's 
post in the mornuig» also entered the horn work by Its goige at 
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night. In this affair the allies captured three pieces of caanod> 
and one captain', with sixty-two others, prisoners ; bat at the same 
time, owing to the strength of the work, their loss was verj . 
severe, consisting of Major Pierpoint, assistant quartermaster 
genera), and Lieutenants Gregorson and Miloe, of the 42d regi- 
ment, killed, with four captains and six lieutenants wounded, 
some of whom died afterwards; the Portuguese Iobs, of officer^ 
one lieutenant, and one ensign killed, besides several wounded. 

The whole number of killed were, British 47, Portuguese 24; 
wounded, British 242, Portuguese 03 ; making a grand total of 
71 Ulled, 335 wounded, with 16 missing. 
• However great this loss, yet the attempt in which it took place 
was absolutely necessary ; for it was impossible to ascertain the 
exact state of the works of the castle of Burgos, until possession 
was obtained of the hill of St. MichaeFs. 

On the two days immediately following the attack, the allied 
troops were actively employed in establishing themselves on the 
hill of St Michaers, and in constructing such works as were best 
calculated to forward their future operations. At that period 
the whole of the army had crossed the Arlanzon, with the excep- 
tion of the 6th division, and one division of the Spanish iufiuitry ; 
and the seige of the castle of Burgos was commenced in form.* 

*ToimderttaiidtlieseopentioDsbetter,Um«ybeproper|oi^ th«tBoi> 
^(M, -which hftd long cootinaed to enjoy splenddor and pre-eminenee, as thp 
oapital<)f Old Castile, the eradle of the Spanish monarehy, has, for the last two 
bentaries, declined from its prosperity, and is now a gloomy,irregiilar town, oon* 
tainbg only abtmt 8 or 9JClOO Inhabitants. It is surrounded by waUi, and built 
bu a desXitUj forming the right bank of the rirer Arlanzon, over whieh are 
thrown three stone bridges oonnectbg Uae towu with the pleasant stthnrb of 
LaBeza. 

Od the brow of the adjacent hill stands an ancient castle, which has been rit- 
paired and strengthened whh works by the Frenth ; and beyond thisis ati- 
other small hHl called St. Michael's, wherein a horn work hsd been erected^ 
which we haTe detailed as taken by siprm* The castle itself is a lo^aqnara 
building of solid masonry, and commands the hill of St Miehael's, whieh 'm 
Its turn overlooks the outer defences of the former. Adjobing to the eM|ln y 
fsachnreh, which the French bare converted into a fort, and both these ar* 
included wHhin the ^BiUnet Hnea of eireumftllatipn^ t^e vrh$ki forfldi^t i for* 

45 



dd4 

About this tirae akothe marquis received iDtelligence fromJ^ 
Rowland HOI of his being at Tnudllo oa the 14th, aod that he 
was then about putting into execution his orders to be at Oropesa, 
four dajs afterwards ; also, with respect to the French army in 
the south, that Marshal SouU had not left Granada as far down 
as the 8th, at which time General Ballasteros had followed, the 
enemy's movements from the Guadalate, aod had been very sock 
cessful, having advanced as far as Loza on the 6th, the eoemj 
having then abandoned Andujar and Jaen; whilst the armies of 
Joseph Bonaparte, and of Suchet, were still in Valencia. 

Though the citj of Burgos itself was in powession of the allied 
forces, yet the head-quarters were at Villa Toro, in its vidntCj; 
and the operations were still carried on against the castle. On 
the night of the 22d, the Marqub of Wellington directed an 
attempt to be made to take by storm the exterior line of the ene- 
my's works, one of the batteries destined to protect the allied 
position, when in them, having been in such a state of preparatian 
as to give hopes that it would be ready to open on the morning 
of the 23d. 

The attack was to have been made by detachments of Portu- 
guese troops belonging to the 6th division, which occupied the 
town of tiurgos, and invested the eastle on the southwest sidei 
on the enemy's left, whilst a detachment of the Ist dividooy un- 
der Major Lawrie of the 79th regiment, should scale the wall b 
IrooL 

Unforttmately, the j^ortuguese troops were so strongly opposed, 
that they could not make any progress on the enemy's flank, and 
the escalade could not take place. In coinsequenee of this the 
Britbh loss was severe; Major Lawrie was killed, and Captain 

iren of an oUoag figare. All (hdie three liaet mhiat be ineceniTely cirrieA 
before tiie cattle can be taken. The commlander of the fortreli is a geneokl 
vbo bu long acted undet Caffaretti; and its Importance maj be judged qf 
from the fkef that whilat it it occupied hj ihe French, dieir armj may remrfa 
hi plerftct iAf<^ at Dritiesca, a walled city only six leagues distant, and aept- 
fated from ttie plain of Bnrgot bj a lofty mountain; at the neu stage bty sad 
irhieb, OQ the road towards France, is the tremtndoof pftM of Pancorbo, Hiik 
tt^ntrstthe approach to the Ebro^ 
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IVaBer, who connnaoded a detachment from the brigade of gaar4^, 
was wouoded. Both these officers, and Indeed all those em* 
ployed on this occasion, exerted themselves to the utmost; but 
the attack on the enemy's flank having failed, the success of tlio 
escalade was impracticable. 

On the 27th the allied batteries were completed, and ready to 
open on the enemy's interior lines, as soon as the besieging troops 
could be established within the exterior works; and the enemy's 
arm^ of observation at the same period was about Pancorbo, and 
Miranda, on the £bro, with their advanced posts at Briviesca; 
but they had hitherto made no movements to impede the opera* 
tions of the assailants. 

In the south. Marshal SouU now found himself obliged to evacu« 
ate Granada on the 15th of September, and to march towards 
the kingdom of Valencia^ in order to form a junction with the 
armies of Suchet and of the intrusive king; and General Ballast 
teros immediately afterwards entered that ancient and interesting 
c«ty. 

This general, on the 3d of September, near Antiquera, defeated 
the enemy's corps, consisting of SfiOO infantry, 2,000 cavalry, 
and 6 pieces of cannon, commanded by Generals Villat and 
Semelet, who covered Soult's rear; he dislodged this force com- 
pletely from its position, pursued it more than a league and a 
half, and obliged it to leave behind some prisoners, and two of 
their pieces of artiller}'; after which he took possession of 
Antiquera, which tliey could no longer defend. 

Two days afterwards a part of y^ advanced guard surprised 
in lioxa a part of Soult's troo|.j, and made more than 200 
prisoners. 

About the same period, also, General Ello, in command of the 
troops lately under the direction of General O'Donnel, took 
Consuegra by capitulation. 

On the failure of the proposed assault on the exterior lines of 
Buri;oe,it was found necessary to proceed by sap; and accord- 
fif It several mines were prepared, one of whiph beii^ exfrioded 
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at midoight of the 20th, a hreach was effects in the cnterirall, 
which some of the patty, destined to attack it, were emiMed to 
Btonn ; hut, owing: to the darkness of the night, the detadment 
who were to support the advanced partj missed their way^iad 
the advance were drivea off the breach before th^ cocM be 
effectuallj supported. 

The breach, as effected by this mine, was not of adescriptite 
to be stormed, except at the moment of the expkwioo, and It was 
necessary to improve it by fire, before the attempt could be re- 
peated. But all endeavours on the part of the assailants, io con- 
struct batteries in the best situation to fire upon the wail. Called 
in consequence of the great superiority of the enemy's lire fitm 
the nature of their situation. 

In the mean time another mine had been placed under the 
wall, which was ready on the morning of the 4th of Oclbber, 
and ft fire was opened the same momiqg from a battery eoBr 
atructed under cover of the horn worit. 

The cannonade from ^his Iwttery improved the breach first 
made; and the explosion of the second mine, at firt oVlodt of 
the same evening, effected a second breach ; oo which both were 
Immediately stormed by the 2d battalion of the 24th regimeut, 
aoder the command of Captam Hedderwick, which had been or- 
<1ered into the trenches for that purpose; and the allied troops 
were established within the exterior line of the works of (he casUe 
of Burgos. 

The conduct of the 24th regiment was highly praiseworthy; 
and Captain Hedderwick, and Lieutenants Holmes and Fraser, 
who led the two storming parties, particularly distinguished 
themselves; and it is pleasing to. reflect that this operation was 
efli^ed without suffering any very severe loss. 

Up to this period of the siege, the enemy's army still cdo- 
timied in observation upon the Ebro, and did not make any i^- 
tempt to disturb the operations, though they had extended 
their left as far as Logrono, but with what intentioa did not 
appesyr. 
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lb tl^ttff briiigiaf'dom the UofgnfUaj of our griluBt coimtrjr* 
MD to the nege of Biugoe» alter contemplatiog the importuit 
coDsecpittiGei of the battle of S^manea, the occupatioa of Ma- 
iAdf Sk. we have doa^ at a aiemorable era <rf hl^ life. 

Waifiog all ibrther obserVatioos, therefore, on theae receat 
events, we ihall take a di^t Tiew of the oiore promineDt parts' 
of the character of the noble auliject of our biography, as illns* 
trative of, and dedncibie {rom, the precedmg pages. 

Of the gallant Wellh)gtoo it has been well observed, that it is 
imposBible fullj to estimate the vast talents, the unwearied ex« 
crtions, and the great resources of this unrivalled soldier, 
whose variety of genius is only equalled by his deep and excellent 
judgment 

We have seen a recent anecdote, which states that at one period 
of the late batUe of Salamanca, a cofaum of the British was 
exceedingly pressed by the oveibeariog and superior strength of 
a part of the enemy's line opposed to it ; it gave way, and ano- 
ther column was advancing to support it, when Lord Wellington 
aame up at the moment, and ordered the advancii^ colunm to 
^BBj^rae by files, to hasten nniod the hill immediately in their 
rear, and to form behind it« The gene^l of brigade was 
astonished at the precipitate letreat of his advancing column^ 
and called a rally, when Ida men^aid, ** there is Lodrd Wellington, 
$ir ; we are obeying him.'' 

The £redch, supposing a general root had taken place, pur- 
sued the retiring cohimn, and becany disordered as they quickly 
advanced. Lord Welliqgton then told the general of brigade he 
would find his column formed on the other side of the bill, and 
so he did; when the enemy, as they rounded the slope, were met 
by the supposed fugitives, who advanced in their turn, and made 
a terrible ilaughter* 

' Previous to Ae late dlsfinguislied events, which have eertamly 
laised hit character as high as his most sanguine Mends could 
have wished, it was well observed of him, that in all his former 
lections there were two at three principal characteristic traits ; aa 
^adeiat^Ue adhit^i a sagacHy irtiichtpees and deterinines in ^icv 
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Momeot, and a promptittid^ which instftntanMidf acta; an in-, 
d^reoce to the mere circuinBtaDce of numetMl equality, and 
an incomparable readineas Id djaencumbering hkneelf of wfaat- 
ever h auperfkioud ; aod an equal readkite in determlDiog nksi 
la superflaoua, and 'the exact point of time when k becomes ta. 
Combined with these trait8> it is worthy of notice that Lord Wd- 
fingtOQ is stated, by those who have ikiR best opportunities of 
knowing it, to en^oj an admirable sel^poasessioo and command 
of animal spirits and temper under any state of drciuBBtances^ 
never losing himself in the moa^nt of ^ctoty, coolly weighing 
the pasnng events where he finds himself checked, and tbos 
proving that be would not lose himself even in defeat ! 

In contemplating the character of a great man, it is natural fv 
compare him with others who have excelled in like circom- 
atances; aad thus it has been said, that, like the Bake of Bfail- 
borough, he possesses a degree of civil taletit, which, of its^t 
would have raised him into consideratioo, and which, whea 
united to his military ability, renders the latter doubly efibctaaL 
In cotisequence of this, so weU known to miQistera at home, the 
marquis has long possessed (iiller powen than it ii generally coo* 
aldered expedient to grant to any military or nival commander. 
So many specimens, indeed, has he given of his dfip^omaticftSR, 
that government feel satisfied they may safely repose in Ins 
hands, not only the various points of national honour, but even . 
the minuter aod more formal decorums of national intercoorse, 
whilst his long practice and« accurate observation having placed^ 
him on a footing with any di^omatiBt of his time in the koov^ 
ledge of all necet^ary forms, and rendered him as expert io the 
letter as in the spirit of diplomatic negotiation. 

That Lord Wellington sees every thing hhuself, and that he 

may be said to live with his soldiers, is another important tnit 

10 his character. He never orders his army to mave wifiKxit 

aedog that the troops are well provided with one or two dayi^ 

anstenance ; he always puts diem in motion at an early hour, in 

order that they may arrive at theur ground fo)r the night in good 

tunie; and he never halts tbem iritlioQt'takii« care ttiatemy 
4 • 
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iMHiiibrt aod beility poflniUe may be aSbtded tothe troops foe th£ 
preparatiQD of their repast. 

To their comfort in cantonments he is equally attentive, and 
also to the hospitals. Latterljf we understand, the medical 
department of his army has been ably filled, and faithfully at* 
tended to, ki aD its departments; but we have, faeaird that, in aa 
early part of the war* his lofdship's regulations were deemed so 
oppressive by the then medical people, that, in a body, they sent 
in their resignaticHis. To this he is said nieiely to have an* 
swered— ^ Geatlemc»i> I accept your resi^fnatioos, and shall im-^ 
mediately write home for a fresh medical staff: but, mark me! 
until tft^ come Ottt,yatt shall remain here, 9xxd ymt shall perform 

Secret to an extrenle in his plans, yet Lord Wellington has . 
that frankness of communication at his table, thai he has been 
accused of not preserving the proper concealment of his own 
intentions : this is top absurd, however, even to require refutation^ 
But on service he is so precise in his manners, so formal, ^s we 
understand, even to his own brotbep*in-law, that implicit obedience 
is the certain result. Indeed, he trusts so much to. hb own 
powers, that he asks the opinion of no man. Even his staff ana 
always ignonmt of his intentions. At head-quarfcexs all is con«r 
jecture; iu thinks, acts, and succeeds; and so well is he under^ 
fliood and seconded, that scarcely is Ins plan formed, before it is 
-executed So guarded, in fact, is his secrecy^ that, we under* 
stand, he once bumoffously said, " If I thought the hair of my 
head knew my plans I would wear a wig.'' 

To undertake all this, much activity of body as well as of 
mind is absolutely necessary; nor do we think it beneath tiie 
dignity of history torecord^ that at present his lordship is much 
thinuer fnom the fatigue he undergoes, but is nevertheless in ex 
cellent health ; and, we are told, that even to support this he 
lives but moderately, drinking only a few glasses of wine afier 
dinner, conversing nith great frankness, and seemingly uncoil 
scions of his own greatness. In no instance whatever does h^ 
Claim to himself any superior c<»nforts, but sfanply sleeps oo a 



leatlieni mattreM* two feet wide, when be etn procure shelter) 
ki others lying oo the bare grouod, surrounded by his galkot 
oAcers and faithftil soldiery. 

Wkfa habits of this kind^ we may naturally suppose that, to 
him, weahh is an object but of nlnor consideratioo. Id iaoC, 
liis brother, Mr. Welleriey Pole, distinctly stated some time ago, 
in the house of commons, that his whole property did not exceed 
40,0001.; of which 5,0001. was giveo to him by the East ludk 
Compaoy, for his active services as a commissioner for setttiog 
tlie Bfbin of the Mysore; 5,000L the amount of his Seringapa- 
tam prize money; and 25,000L the reward of the Mahiatta war. 
In short, as we understand from tlie statement of a friend of Ins 
lordship's, so far from deriving any profit from his conmiand and 
^ipoiotBientB, it is a frict perfectly well known, that aU the onao- 
Iwnents of these situations were carried by Urn to the credll of 
government, and actually paid by him into tlie coaqwoy's tiea* 
sury. Neither for this voluntary sacrifice, nor for his services 
In India, has he received any reward from the East India Com* 
paoy, excepting the 5,0001. already mentioned. Iq reality, 
tbereCMie, Lord WelUngton, condderiag his rank and faafiHy, h 
a very poor man. Of his personal fortune one half Is settled on 
his wife; he has in addition a regimeot, and a peosiou of two 
thousand a year; in Ireland, or in Portugal, he has never made 
one farthing; and in Spain, notwithstanding the smaBness of hi^ 
fortune, he, in 1800, actually declined Uie pay of a captsfe' 
general, although it would have amounted to 3,0001. a year, 
tnd was frequently pressed upon him by the Spanish govenn 
tneot. 

To inherit his titles, and to share his fortune, he has already 
jwo sons; the eldest, Charles^ bom the 3d of Fdlmiary, 1807» 
and another bom the 16th of January, 1808 ; but it is to be 
hoped, that this modem Marlborough, this military Nelson, w81 
yet be long preserved to his grateful country, to his admiring 
friends, and to hb faithful oonsoK; and that a noMe and a of 
meroiis race will hasd down his gdlant oame to latest pos- 
terity! 
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Before we. close, it may be proper to say a word of die Spt^ 
nbh character, which may now be fairly considered as beginning 
to expand itself. ^ * 

The enthnsiasm of the Spaniards in farour of our gallant 
countrymen may be drawn from the fact, that upon a recent oc- 
casion, when Lord Wellington paid a visit to Ciudad Rodrigo, 
he was received about a mile from the town, by a piquet of chil* 
dren, from eight to nine years of age, who were armed with 
small muskets and side arms ; and, on entering upon the bridge, 
he was received in a similar manner, with the addition of an 
infant band of music ; with which his lordship was so, much 
delighted, that he dismounted, and marched at the head of his 
juvenile band of honour into the town^ amid the acclamations of 
tlie populace. 

On arriving at the principal square, a Spanish lady presented 
bis lordship witli a nosegay, beautifully embroidered and sur* 
rounded by a border, on which were these words : — *' To the 
ever victorious and immortal Wellington, Duke of Ciudad Ro- , 
drigo : this is oiTered by a Spanish lady, grateful for the taking 
of (he two bulirarks of Castile and Estremadura.*' 

As every anecdote of one so revered and honoured, particu- 
larly when characteristic of men and of the times, must be in- . 
teresting, we cannot pass over a recent delineation of the cir- 
cumstances attending the entrance into Madrid ; fully conceijr- 
iog, as already has b^cn observed, that they will be perused with 
interest, notwithstanding the length of time which has clasped 
siqcc their occurrence. 

^ From the neighbourhood of the palace of Escurial I reach- 
ed the avenues of thb magnificent city, on the 12th, at a little 
before twelve oVlock at noon. For the last league I was re- . 
ceived by the people with loud acclamations; and on reaching 
Ihe ardi leading to the end of the city, in which the royal palace 
is situated, I found a lane formed by two Spanish regiments of 
horse, and a brigade of our heavy cavalry. 

'* Lord Wellington soon arrived, and I followed close upon 
^8 staff, which was not numerous; and thus, at a few pacts 
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from bim. witnessed his recepUoo. He irts dressed in a {(bin 
blue great coat, witb tiis geoerars hat bouod irith white ostrich 
feathers. He looked remarkably well; but Grom the platBDesi 
of his dress, and the smallness of his retinae, he was not imme- 
diatelj recognised. Still the party was English; and from the 
crowd in the streets we passed, as well as from the balconies aad 
windows of well dressed people, the loud vivas and acclamatiov 
caused a sensation, of pleasure only equalled by their owa feel* 
iDgs upon the occasion. But when, by myself and others in the 
suite, it was explained that the Spaniards now beheld the Duke of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, the sensation was indescribable ;*-handker^ 
chiefs waving from above— hats thrown in. the air— every one 
pressing forward to mark well the general in chiefs amidst a noise 
that drowned those exclamations of satisfaction and delight that 
every mouth uttered;— men, women, and children, eoibracing at 
with marks almost of adoration, welcomed us to their city with 
expressions of the roost lieart-fclt satisfaction. 

" The earl with delight turned to the animated groupes, and» 
repeatedly taking olT his hat, seemed to thank them for that eo- 
thusiastic display of their patriotism. This all passed in a chy 
most Hrikingly beautiful ; the houses of vhich^ mostly while^ 
are well and regularly built, and on* this occasion were oraa- 
inented, even to the upper stories, with silk and muslia draperies 
of ^he gayest colours, and of tlie richest and most costly materials, 
suspended from the windows; the balconies being festooned with 
the same materials in the most fanciful manner, occasionally dis- 
playing rich tapestry, and the whole filled with the animated 
figures of the delighted inhabitants, in whose countenances joy 
manifested itself in a thousand forms. Nor must I omit that the 
elegant costume of the Spanish women, as well as their beauty, 
added to the effect of the whole. 

** Lord Wellington entered the town-house, or rather that ci 
the municipality, and I proceeded through the city to a coffee- 
house, to procure refreshment. I passed the greater part of (he 
day in my observations as to the reality of the satisfacCioo so 
conspicuous in the appearance of the people, and I feel coofideflt 
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that it is general and unfeigned. The city was illuminated last« 
Dight, and will be so for the two ensuing. The concourse of 
people w the streets on this occasion is immense, and the scene 
Is brilliant and lively beyond description. We are received 
wherever we go with acclamations, and invitations are pressed 
upon us from all quarters; in short, we seem to be admitted into 
the bosom of this people.^' 

We shall now dose with a recent statement of the whole hostile 
and altied force in the Peninsula, which has been lately published* 
and which, we believe, may be considered as ve^ correct* 

The existing condition of the concerns of Spain, occasioned by 
the valour of the allied armies, and the unparalleled skill and 
activity of their commander, certainly promises the fairest issue 
to the contest there. Success itself is a most operative cause in 
the production of success ; and when affairs have once proceeded 
in a certain train for some time, they will have acquired an fncH- 
nation to continue in that course — a degree of velocity beyond 
that imparted to them by the hand of their director — which it is 
difficult to stop. Yet, must we not believe, even with all these 
&vouring circumstances, that we are beyond the reach or possi*' 
billty of sustaining a check hi the Peninsula— that we have so 
beaten down opposition that it can never again lift the head against 
us. In truth, such are the tomparative numbers of the contend- 
ing armies in Spain, that if we had never yet met the enemy, and 
had never given them a proof of our mettle, they might reason- 
ably enough, looking only to their own forces, have supposed 
themselves able to drive us from the field ; and we verily believe, 
jhat Lord Wellington and his army are the only general and 
troops in Europe, against whom Soult would not march with the 
utmost confidence of success, instead of circuitously skulking, 
«* like a gmlty thie^'' through the kingdoms of Granada, Murcia, 
and Valencia. 

From the Peninsula a variety of papers have been received, 
which enable us to throw some light upon the actual state of the 
lllied and of the enemy's forces in that quarter. 
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1. THB BBITISK. 

Raok and file dkc^wt, 
Britkb,iiQder Loid Welliogton and Geo. UUl, 40,000 
under General Maitland, - - 6,000 
Garrisons of Cadiz and Carthagena, - 6,000 



Totri effective firitish, - - 52,000 
Portuguse toUl effectives, - - - 24,000 



Total disposable British and Portuguese, - 76,000 

2. SPANISH ABHIES. 

Ifbe 1st army is stationed in Catalonia, under the general com- 
mand of General Lacj. This army amounts to 1 7,000 men ; of 
which number 6,000 are in the garrisons of Mootserrat, Vich, 
Manresa, Cardona, and at some other parts of less importance* 
The disposable army, amounting to 11,000 men, is thus disiii- 
buted:— 

Under Lacy's immediate command, • 3,000 

Eroles, - ... - 3,000 

Sariseld, 3,000 

B^vira, the conqueror of Figueras, - 2,000 



11,000 
The 2d army is that of Valencia ; the 3d army is the army 
of Murcia. Both of these were under the command of O^Doo- 
nel, who was lately defeated by General Haiispe, at Castelhu 
They are now under the orders of Elio, the late Viceroy at Monte^ 
Video, including Roche's division. These two armies amoont 
to 18,000 men; of which number 11,000 are dispo«d>le and 
effective. 

The 4th army is that of Andalusia, and Is commanded by 

Ballasteros. It amounts to 23,000 men, of which Ballastero 

has 0,000 ; there are 14,000 men at the Isla de LeoB, at Taiiflb, 

and at Seville. • 

The 5th army is in Estremadura, and » commanded by Moo* 
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salad, ao old Spanifih officer, and captain general of the prorince. 
Under him are Murillo, the Cond6 de Fenne Villemur, and 
Bowne ; and the total force, including the garrison of Badajoa* 
where the head-quarters are, and where General Monsalad b 
stationed, is 7,000 men* 

The 6th army is that of Gallicia, and amounts to 12,000 
effectives. This includes the force under Porlier and Santo- 
cildes, and is under the general direcdon of General Castanos. 
There is also the corps ubder the command of Don Carlos 
D'Espana, which cannot certainly exceed 4,000 men. 

The 7th army is that of Asturias, and is commanded by Men- 
dizabel, hayibg under him Renovales. Thb force does not, it is 
belieVied, exceed 3,000 effectives. 



ABSTRACT, INCLUDING 6AIlRI80|jrs. 



let army, - 
2d and 3d, - 
4th army, - 
6th army, - 
6th army, - 
7th army, - 
Corps under } 
£spana» ) 



17,000 
18,000 
23,000 

7,000 
12,000 

3,000 



Catalonia - - • Lacy, commander, 
Marcia and Valencia, Elio, 



Andalusia, - 
Estremadura, 
GaUicia, - 
Asturias, - - 

4,000 Madrid. 



- Ballastems, 

- Monsalud, 
• Castanos, 

- Mendizabel, 



Total 84,000 
To this let us add the guerilla 
Miua, 

Duran, ... 
Montijo, (a grandee,) - 
YiUacampa, 
The Empecinado, 
Martinez, 
Bassecourt, 
Don Julian Sanchez, - 



parties* 
3,000 
2,500 
2,500 
3,000 
1,000 
1,500 
2,000 
1,500 



The datach\ d parties, 5^000 1 



in Navarre. 
Arragon* 
Valencia. 
Arragon. 
Guadalaxanu 
La Mancha. 
Cuenca* 



22,000 



Brought over, - - 22,000 
Add regular troops, ... 84,000 



Total Spanish regulars aod irregulars, 106,000 
Add the British aod Portuguese, - 76,000 



Total allkd armies, - - • 182,000 
The Gompositioo of this large force is understood not to be 
equal to its amount; and the British aod Portuguese are aloiie» 
perhaps, to be yet depended upon iu action with the Freocb. 
At the same time, many of the Spanish corps, both regular and 
irregular, have displayed great bravery against the Freoch, aod 
must every day improve. 

2. THE FBXNCH. 

Effective. 
Ist The army of Soult, - - - 45,000 
2d* The army of Suchet, amounts to 26,000 

Suchet has ander his command the provinces of Yalencia^ 
Upper and Lower Arragon, and New Arragon ; which latter 
province contains that part of the province of Catalonia to the 
westward of Balaguer, Cervera, and Villa Franca; and includes 
the ciUes of Tarragona and Tortosa, which isSucheCs piUicipal 
depot, and is strongly fortified. The remainder of the province 
of Catalonia is annexed to France, and is under the orders of 
General Decaen, who lately was governor general ci the Maa* 
ritius. 

Suchet^s corps is thus divided : 

In Valencia, ----.-. 0,000 

Upper Arragon, 6,000 

Lower Arragon, 5,000 

Kew Arragon, 6,000 



ToUl 26,000 
Of this force 10,000 men are stationed in the different garrfsooa 
of Tarragona, Tortosa, and Mequinensa, in New Arragon: those 
of Saragossa, Huesca, Balbastro, Beoavaoe, Hoosoo, Beoaachi, 
5 
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Jaci, ioA the Cinco YIUm, in Upper Arragon, (the garrison ef 
Valencia, 400 men onlj,) and the garrisons of Calatayud, Daroca, 
Alcaniz, Caspe, Morella, and Temel, in Lower Arragon. The 
French in the towns of Saragossa, and of Valencia, have de- 
molished the works of the towns, and confine themselves to the 
citadels, which they have strengthened bj ditches and other 
works; and which they are thus enabled to maintain with a 
small force. The disposable force under Suchet is therefore 
16,000 men. 

3d. The army of Catalonia, under General I)ecaen, amount 
to 20,000 men; of which 13,000 are in the garrisons of Figueraa, 
Baacara, Olot, Rosas, Gerona, Labisbal, Palamos, Hostalrich, 
and Barcelona. But from these garrisons Decaen can, and does, 
when necessary, withiiraw 4,000 men, so that his disposable forcer 
may be 11,000 men« 

4th. The army in Navarre, which is a separate jcommaud, 
amounts to 9,000 men, of which 3,000 are in the garrison of 
Fampeluna, and other posts. 

5th. The army of the north, under CafiarelB, amounts to 9,000 
men, of which 7,000 are effectives. 

6th. The remains of Marmont's army amount to 30,000, of 
which 25,000 are disposable, and the remainder form the garrisons 
of Burgos, Pancorbo, Vittoria, and other posts. 

7th. The army under Joseph, lately called that of the 
^^ Centre," is certainly 10,000 men, and is commanded by Mar- 
shal Jouxdan. 

ABSTRACT. 

*-•. ■ ■ - jgsSiS'^f «.»«- 

Suchet, - - - Valencia, - - - - - 26,000 

Decaen, - - • Catalonia, - . - • • 20,000 

Navarre, - - Pampeluna, ... - 9,000 

CaffareUi, - - Army of the north, - - 9,000 

109,000 



368 

Brought oyer» - - - - 100,000 

MamoBt, - - BurgOB, 30,000 

JoBcph, - - - Valencia, 10,000 



Total 149,000 
Of which there are in garriBons 32,000 



Total 117,000 

So that the French diapoaable force may certainly beeBdmated 
at 100,000 men: this, however, under the present drcumstaoces 
of Europe, it is to be hoped is not so preponderant a force as to 
paralyze the allied exertions; so that we may ratfooaUy look 
for further opportunities of recording future Yictories, and 
of hailing an established era in the Indepekdbnck of tub 
PsMiNsrLA I 
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SECTION XI. 

Remarks of the Amerioan biographer— Sequel of the attack upon ttie cattle 
of Bargo»— French army under Marshal Soalt forces the allies to raise the 
iiege and retreat— -Sonlt follovs and attacks the alfies, but is repulsed-* 
JPraquent attacka in the course of Lord Wellington's retreat, vith Tarions 
auccess-^Sir Bowland. Hill ahawlons Madrid — Sir £. Paget taken by Ibe 
French— Great skill of Lord Wellington in conducting his retreat before 
the saperifH* army of Marshal Soult^-Atrocities of the allied army In .their 
eondnet to the Spanish inhabitantS'-^Lord Wellington's reprimand to the 
army for their shameful want of discipline^ and their enormous Itcentious^ 
ness — Lord Wellington's reception at Cadis^-He is appobted to the 
command of the Spanish armies— Commencement of the campaign eC 
181^— The French retire before Lord Wellington. Various successes oC 
t)|e allies — Battle of Vittoria— General Murray obliged to raise the siege 
of Tarragona!— General Clansel retreats into France— Sir Rowland Hill 
forms the siege of Pamplona*— San Sebastian blockaded — Sir Thomai^ 
Graham intrusted with the sieget — Sanguinary assault upon San Sebas- 
tian, in which the allies are repulsed with great slaughter— Efforts of the 
French emperor to oppose Lord Wellington — Marshal Soult again takes 
the command against the allied Spanish, Portuguese and English armies— 
Sitoation of the armies>-SoiUt attacks the aiHes— Critioal situation of Lord 
Wellington— Freneb defeated— English oppositioniits. 

IN coDtiduing the militarf life of the Matrquis of WellingUm 
from the period at which his Eoglish biographer breaks off; I 
shall be guided principally by the official despatches of his 
lordship and the generals under his conunand* 

It faHs to my lot to begin my narrative at a period when Tictory, 
for the first time^ appeared to have deserted the standard of the 
here. . But a great general is never greater than in the hour of 
ill success. The talents of the Marquis of Wellington have been 
found equal to every trial. 

The reader has seen that the English had established them« 
selves, alter severe and sanguinary c^^nflicts, within the exterior 

47 
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lines of tlie caslk 6f Burgos, On the 11th of October the d©' 
feodaots made two sorties, materially injured the English works, 
killing and wounding many of their troops. On the 18th the 
assailants having completed a mioe under the church of SU 
Boman, which stood in an outwork of the second lir^ the mar-- 
(juis determined that the breach which had been previously made 
In the second line should be stormed that evening at the moroeot 
of esplodidg the mine under the church ; and that the line should 
be attacked by escalade at the same time. 

The mine succeeded, and a party of the 9th ca^adores and 
Spaniards of the regiment of Asturias were lodged in the out- 
work. A detachment of the German Legion, under Colooel 
Wurmb, carried the breach, and a deUchment of EogHsb e»- 
caladed the line; but the French attacked the tssai l an t K so 
furiously, that before they could l>e supported, Ifaey were ddvea 
back, with the loss of many men and Colonel Wurmb killed. 

As the English remained in possessioD of the ntfais of the 
church of St Roman, they commenced another mine under the 
second line. In the mean time the French aniiy had been rdii- 
forced both from Portugal and France^ and the marquis bad in- 
timation that they would endeavour to raise the siege. The En- 
glish outposts were repeatedly attacked, and on the ISth a piquet 
was surprised in the' village of St Olalla, and the French gaioing 
possession of the heights which command the town of Monasterlo, 
the English outpost was obliged to retire. This movemetit oo 
the part of the French indicating a serious intentioQ of raising 
the dege, the marquis, after leaving the necessary troops for car- 
rying on the attacks upon the castle, assembled his troops, and 
placed them on the lieights, having their right at Ibeas, on the 
Arianzon, the centre at Rio Vena and Magaradas, and the left at 
Solo Palacio. The French army were assembled in the oe4gfa>- 
bourhood of Monasterio, and on the evening of the 20th novod 
fenoid about 10»000 men to drive in the outposts of tiie allies at 
^hitana Palla and Olmos. The post of Q^uintana PalU was 
abandoned by order of the marquis, but at Oimos the attack of 
the French was repulsed. At tills moment the marqnia saw an 
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t^pportfinity of striking his enemy, aod ordered Sir £. Paxct to 
iBOve with the 1st aod 5th divisioDs upon the right fiank of th.e 
•French. This blow took effect, the French were driv^ back 
upon MooMterio, and the outposts replaced in CluiotaDa Palla. 

Go the night of the 20th I^rd Wellington raised the siege of 
Burgos, 9Dd moved the whole army back towards the Dooro. 
To this measure his lordship was induced, not only by the pres- 
sure of an enemy much superior in numbers upon his army, but 
by the situation of Sir Rowland HUl, who was obliged to abao- 
don his position on die Tagus, and with whom it became neces* 
sary to form a junction. 

• TJie French commander seems not to have been avare of Lord 
Wellmgtoo^s intention of retreatiug,,or even of the retreat after 
it had commenced, for he did not follow till late on the 22d. Ob 
the 23d, the army of the allies crossed the Pisuerga, the right 
at Torquemada, the left at Cordevilla. Tlie French anny fol* 
l0wed and pressed upon the rear, gaining some advantages over 
the English rear guard. On the 24th the marquis continued liis 
jretreat unmolested, and placed his army on the Carrion. Ob 
the 25ih his antagonist again attacked him, but was repulsedt 
So-rafkid was the advance of the pursuers, that their adversaries 
could not destroy the bridges of the Carricm, and the French pa^ed 
at Fkcentia. This obliged the marquis to change his front, that he 
might ma^taiti his position* The bridge of Villa Muriel was 
destroyed by the allies, but the French discovered a ford 1^ 
which another portion of their army passed ; they were, how- 
ever, attacked by the allies aod driven back, though not without 
loss to the retreating army. On the 26lh the marquis broke up 
from his portion on the Carrion, and marched upon Cabezon del 
Csinpo; his adversary immediately fallowed aod formed his 
vmy on the heights near Ci^s on the 27tb, opposite to the 
position of Ike allies on the left of the Pisuerga. On this day 
the roarquis: had an opponusity of seeing the whole army of 
the French, as they took up their position opposite to him, and 
witnessed their great superiority in numbers. 
Od the 2$th Marshal Sontt extended his right, ^nd cqcka- 



372 

vour^ to force th« bridges of Simaocas and Yalbdolid. Tbt 
fir&t was defended bj Colooel Halkett whb his brigade* and tim 
last bj Lord Dalbputte, with the remaiader of the 7th divkioo. 
Colooel Halkett could not vitbstaad the attack of the FxeDctu 
and blew up the bridge, and the marquis imnaedialeljr broke np 
from the Pisuerga, and oa the 29th crossed the Douro bjr the 
bridges of Puente Douro and Tudela. 

The Freoch liad pushed a detachineDt for Tordeaillaa oa the 
28th, and their opponeots haviog destroyed the toidges at that 
place, were ordered by the marquis to take post oo its nuos to 
prereat the French from repairing it Qn the oigbt of the 29tb 
the marquis, on aniying at the post, found that his troopa had 
been driven from the bridge, and that the Frem^ had neailjr 
repaired it, he lok no time in immediatelj marcfalag his airay 
to the heights between Dueda aod Tordesillas, inimediatel;f.op« 
posite tlie French position, and near the bridge of TordesHlas. 
This position the marquis' hdd until the 6th o£ November, 

In the mean time tlie aUied armj under Sir Rowland J99I 
bad abandoned Madrid, after destroying La Cbioe, iatbe Retiro, 
and all the guns, stores, Sec and the French le-^ntered the capital 
on the first of November. On the 4th of November the array 
of General Hill arrived on the AAs^ 

On the 6th of November the marquis fiodiag that the Freock 
. had repaired the bridge at Toro, ordered Sir Rowland Hid to 
continue his march by Fontiveros upon Alba de T^mes, and- 
broke up from the position in front of TordeaiUas. On the Odi 
^be French attacked Sir Rowland Hill at Alba, but made no 
impression, and drew off at night Lord WellingtOD cootin^ 
bis march by St. Christoval and through Sidamanea* The 
French oo the 15th took a position which forced his lordriiip 
to move upon Ciudad Rodrigo, and, passing the eoemy^s flank, 
be continued his retreat with some interruption from the enemy, 
«od on the 19tb passed the Agieda^ Qn the ITth Sir E. 
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hfet, vbile Tocomoitring, M ioto the httidd of the pursuiog 
aimy.* 

Joseph Bonapaite left M adrhl oo the 4th, and the garilsoD he 
bad IcA ill that city evacuated H oq the 7th, whea a Spanish 
force took potseasioD. 

Oeoeral Ballasteroa having been ordered by the Spanish go* 
verameDt, at the suggestion of Lord Wellington, to march ioto 
Xia Mancha, and liang upon the enemy's fiank, disobeyed the 
order, ais^ning as his reason, the cortes having offered tlie chief 
coromafid to tlie marquis; refusing to obey any orders issued by 
a foreigner as commander in chief of Uie Spanish armies. In con- 
sequence, the regency ordered him under arrest, General Cas- 
tanos was appointed liis successor, and Ballasteros was sent as 
a prisoner to Ceuta. 

During this perilous retreat from the <Sas(1e of Burgos, in the 
face of an enemy superior in force, and skiHiil to seize every 
opportunity of Haflicting destructive blows upon his foiled and 
retiring adversary, thtf Marquis of Wellington appears greater 
than wlien pursuit; his beaten foes, and triumphantly driving 
them for refuge to their own borders. Ko advantage of any 
consequence could be gsuned by one of the first generals of the 
age, \fith a superior and veteran army, over an army inferior in 
DUfflbers, disheartened by a reverse of fortune, and abandoned 
to a licentious want of disciplhie, so unexampled as to call forth 
the most severe exposure and reproof, which ever a commander 
in chief inflicted upon the companions of his fortunes. 

In a letter which the marquis addressed to the commanding 
officers and battalions of the British army, after he had safely 
jjlaced them in their cantonments for the winter, fie states that 
the army under 1^ command had fallen off in discipline to a 
greater degree titan any army in which he had ever served, or 

* Tbe Fr«iicb oflloUl papers lUrte tiit priaoiien tnd deserten of the allied 
amy vbkh eotered Sslamanea from the i6th to the 2itt of Norember, ai 
25 officers and 3^497 mea. Ainoii|( these offieers was lieatenaat General 
Ftget 
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•of iriiichhe liftd ever leaai That both io ibe letMtftom Buxu 
fos and from Madrid^ the officen 1<mI comniaDd ov«r their bmmi. 
irregularities and oatrageB of all descriptioos were coniBterf 
with impunityy upoo tbeiadbiduals of that Batioo whose faattlea 
thejT pretended to fight, and whose defepce from au^prennoD was 
the OBteoaible object of their warfiire. 

The. Marquis of WeUington liaving placed his -am^ ia ca» 
toomcnts at Freynada^ proceeded to Cadiz, where he lauded 4» the 
24th of December. On the 27th the congress of tiiec<Nrte seat 
a deputation to congratulate him on his arrival; and on the 20ifa 
the marquis, accompanied by a deputation of the Spanbh gene- 
ral staff, and dressed in the full uniform of a Spttush captain ge« 
neeal, with t^e military order of San Fernando, attended a me^ 
iog of the congress. Complimentary speeches pasKd beiweeQ 
him and the president, and he retired amidst repeated aodama- 
tioiis. The objects of LordWellington's journey to Cadiz .was, 
to arrange the business of the ensuing campaign, to arouse the 
Spanish government to the necessary exestfons for its success, and 
to induce it to give him that power over the Sp&oish troops 
which he deemed necessary for the success of the allied forces. 
He succeeded in his exertions to obtain these important ends, 
bat not without opposition, and great jeakNtties were manifested 
in respect to his receiving the supieme command. The regency 
and coiigress, howjsver, invested him with the powers and title of 
generallissimo of the Spanish land forces. A portion of th^ 
Spanish general staff was appointed to attend the marquis, to 
whom all communications from the different armies were to be 
tiddressed, and through whom hb lordship's orders were to be 
conveyed.' * 

The hostile armies remained inactive in their respective posl- 
ttoos ; the allies near Freynada, and the French between LieboD 
and the Ebro, until the 20th of February, 1813, Vhen tiie French 
General Foy made some attempts upon the post of Bejar, ocoh 
pied by General Hill; their success was, however^ trifling, hsw* 
jog surprised some Spanish hussars. 

The French army of Spain had now been weakened;b7 the 
4 
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lois of Oe veteftui troops, idthdrawo to aasnt their amy of iht 
north, whose place would be poorly supplied bj miserablo con* 
soripU uouaed to mititary life. Manhal SouH had likewise beea 
called to the assiataDce of the emperor, aod Suehet placed io ibt 
eommaod opposed to Lord Welliogtoo. The state of French 
affairs after the disasters of the Russiao campai||;n, indicated 
merely defeosiTe measures io the PeniBsula; aod accordingly 
we find that the first movement of their army was letiograde, 
they retiring beUod the Ehro. On the 3d of March General 
Murray attacked thdr outposts, and on the 6th drove them from 
the town of Alcoy, which the allies occupied. 

Manhal Suehet now quitted Valencia, concentrating hb army, 
and General Murray fixed his head^iuarters at> Casteila. The 
Spaniards attacked the French post at Puente del Abayda with 
some success. 

On the nth of April Marshal Suehet attacked a Spanish 
corps under General Elio, at Yecla, which threatened his right 
while it supported the. British left The Spaniaards were dis- 
lodged with loss. In the eyeniog the French advanced to Vet-* 
kna, and on the moming of the 1 2th captured two Spanish regi-' 
mentts. On the 13tb the French attacked the heights on which 
die Englbh were posted, but after a sanguinary conflict were 
raised, but were not followed. 

In the month of May the plan of the campaign, as ibnncd by 
Lord Wellington, began to be developed. As early as the 7th 
a brigade of the Spanish army, commanded by General Copans« 
gained an advantage over the French, taking prisoners 204, and 
on the 17th another more general action took place, in which 
Copans succeeded in repulsing his adversary with considerable 
loss. In the mean^time the allied army, under tUe Marquis WeK 
%;too, divided into three parts, moved forward to the repossess 
sion of Spain. The centre, under the immediate direction of 
his lordship, pushed on to Salamanca, once more gaining possea- 
8100 of that celebrated city. So sudden was the entrance of the 
English, that 300 of the French rear guard were captured. . The 
right, under General Hill» moved in a parallel direction with 
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Lord WeUu^ton up the left baidLof tlie Douro. WMe tk^ iltei* 
body of the army, under Oeneral Graham, moviog on to Bfsh 
gaoza, proceeded on the right bank of the Douro, whieh, titoagfa 
all this part of iu course, is rugged aod high, ampletelj coo- 
mandiog the aouthem side. 

The alHed army, contiDuiog to advaoce, arrired at Zmnora 
00 the let c^ June, add the oextday at Toro. The £agllrii hu»- 
sars being ia the advance guard, feU b, between Tore and Mo- 
tales, ^th a body of French cavairy which they immedbtely 
attaclced. The French were routed, and loirt in prisoners 212, 
with many hones. On tiie same evening the Spaniards sur- 
prised a French outpost, and captured 30 cavatoy. The Freneh 
DOW concentrated their force near Tordesitlas, and Lord Wel- 
iogton baited the army on the 3d at Toro, in order to brl^ the 
l%ht division aod the troops under General HiH across the 
Douro by the bridge of the town, and to close up the rear and 
iHing the GaUtcian army to join his left On the 4th he s^al» 
moved. Marshal Sucbet finding that the allies passed Ciudad 
Rodrigo, collected his troops towards the Douro and crossed that 
river at TordestHas. The troops at Madrid and on the Tagus 
broke np on the 27th of May, and passed the Douro at the Fonte 
de Douro on the 3d of June, and Yalladolid was entirely 
evacuated on the 4th. The whole French army then passed the 
Carrion on their retreat towards Bmgos, and having likewise 
crossed the Pisuerga, the alHed army followed over both those 
rivers and then halted its left, on the 12tb, while its right, under 
General Hill, was pushed forward towards Burgos; Lord Wd- 
lington being determined to force his antagonist to a dedsioo, 
either to protect the castle with aH his force, or to abandon it 
His lordship found a considerable French force, under General 
Reiile, on the heights to the left of the Hormaza, with their right 
iJi)ove the village of Hormaza, and their left in front of Estepar. 
The prompt movements ordered by Lord Wellington, with the 
superiority of ^u onmbers, forced the Frendi general to retreat 
with precipitation, though in admirable order; and in the course 
of Ihatnight the whole French army passed throu|^ Btugos, and 
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dettiof^ Hie works of the castle, on fheir letireat towards tfae 
£bro by the high road of Brivieaca and Miranda. 

Id the meao time the whole army of the allies made a move^ 
flieat to the 1^ and on the 14th the left of the army passed the 
Ebro hy the bridges of St. Martin and Rocamuode, and were fol- 
lowed by the remainder next day. The marquis now marched 
hb whole force towards Vittoria. The retreating army made 
several attempts apon the advanced detachments of the allies, but 
were oniformly repubed. 

The French having concentrated near Vittoria the whole of 
the armies of the south and centre, all the cavalry of the army 
oF Portugal, and some troops of the army of the north, made a 
stand, under the orders of Joseph Bonaparte, to give battle to 
the allies. Marshal Jourdan acted under Joseph as the major 
general. . They todL their position on the night of the 19th in 
front of Tittoria, their left resting upon the heights which end at 
Fiid[>la de Arlanzon, extended from thence across the valley of 
Zidora, in front of the village of Arunez. They occupied with 
the right of the centre a height which commanded the valley of 
2iadora, and their right was stationed near Vittoria, and destined 
to defend the passages of the river Zadora, It the neighbourhood 
of that city. They had a Ireserve in rear of the left, at the 
TiHage of Gomecha* 

The nature of the country through which the army of the 
alHea had passed since it had reached the Ebro, had necessarily 
extended their columns. Lord Wellington, therefore, halted on 
the2(yfh, in order to close them; at the same time he ordered the 
left to move to Margina, and occupied himself in reconnoitring 
the position of the enemy. 

Od this day his comprehensive mind formed the plan of at- 
tack for tlie aipproaching battle, which he determined should take 
place the' ensuing day, if his enemy still continued b his 
position. 

Accordingly, od the 21st of June the battle of Vittoria was 
loaghC The French were driven from all their positions. The 
vietors took, berides a great number of prisoners, 151 pieces of 
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oaniioo, 415 wagons of ammmiitioD, and all the ba^age, pio- 
ritioD, cattle, and treaniTe of their discomfited eoemies* 

The battle commenced by Sir Rowland Hill obtainiof poE- 
session of the heights of La Puebla, on which the left of the 
French army rested. For this service General HiU detached m 
brigade of the Spanish divirion under General Hurillo» the othtr 
being employed in keeping the communication between \m 
main bodj on the high road from Miranda to Vittoria, and Oe 
troops detached to the heights. The French commander soon per- 
ceived the importance of the heights, and reinforced his troops ae 
strongly, as to oblige Sir Rowland HUl to detach, first, the list 
regiment and the light infantry battalion of General Walker's 
brigade, and, successively, other troops to the same point The 
allies not only gabed possession, but maintained these impcn-- 
tant heights throughout their operations, notwithstanding re- 
peated efforts of the French to retake them. The contest here 
was very severe, and though the allies obtained thdr point, tl|elr 
loss was fully proportioned to the importance of the object Under 
the cover which the possession of these' heights gave him. Sir 
B* Hill passed the Zadora at La Pnebla and the defile fonoedby 
the heights and the river. This gave bun an opportanlty of aft- 
tacking and carrying the village of Sabijana de Alava In front of 
the French line. 

The dijfBcuU nature of the country prevented the communica- 
tion of the allied columns, which were moving to the attad^ 
from their station on the river Bayas, until later than L(wd Wd- 
lington had calculated on. The 4th and light divirioos passed 
the Zadora, immediately after General Hill had gained possession 
of the village of Sabijana de Alava, and almost as sooo as these 
had crossed the bridges of Nanclaus and Tres Puentes, the C6- 
himn under .the eari of Dalhousie arrived at Meodoza, and the 
3d division, under Sir T. Picton, crossed the bridge blither iq»« 
followed by the 7th division, under Ijoxd Dalhousie; these ftar 
divisions, forming the centre of the army, were destined by Leard 
Wellington to attack the heights on which the right of the 
enemy's centime was placed, wUle Shr Rowland Hiftsfaoidd idot* 
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fortrald from Sabijanade Alava to attack the left Tke French 
commander, however, having weakened his line to strengthen his 
detachment In the hills^ abandoned Us position in the valley as 
soon as he saw the judicious disposition which his skilful adver* 
nxj had made to attack it, and immediately commenced his re* 
treat in excellent order towards Yittoria. The army of the 
allies continued to advance in unbroken order, notwithstanding 
the extreme difficulties which the nature of the ground pre- 
sented. 

In the mean time Sir T. Graham, who commanded the left of 
the army, and who, by order pf Lord Wellington, had moved on 
the 20th to Margina, advanced from thence on Yittoria, by the 
high road from that town to Bilboa. 

The force under Sir T. Graham consisted of the 1st and 5th 
divisions, Pack's and Bradford's brigades of infantry^ with Bock's 
and Anson's cavalry. He had with him, besides, the Spanish 
division, under Colonel Louga and General Giron, who had been 
detached to the lefl, under a different view of the state of affurs, 
and had afterwards been recalled, but were now again marched^ 
by order of the commander in chief, to be in readiness to sup* 
port Sir T* Graham. 

The French had a division of infantry and some cavalry ad* 
vanced on the great road from Yittoria to. Bilboa, resting tkeit 
right on some strong heights covering the village of Gamarra 
M alor. Both Gamarra and Abechuco were strongly occupied^ 
as tete»-de*pont to the bridges over the Zadora at these places* 

General Pack, with his Portuguese brigade, and Colonel 
Jxmga with the Spanish division were directed to turn and gain 
the heights They were supported by Anson's brigade of lif^t 
dragoons and the 5th division of infantry, under the orders of 
General Oswald, who was desired to take command of all these 
tioops. Colonel Lod^ being on the left, took possession of Qzf 
marra Menor. As soon as the allies gained the heights, the vil- 
lage of Gamarra Haior was stormed and carried by General 
Robiason's brigade of the 5th- division, which advanced to the 
charge in columns of battaUons under a very heavy fire of nms- 
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ketiy «od urtille^, wilhout firing a shot The Freuch 
severely, and retreated with the loss of three pieces of < 
Creneral Graham then proceeded to the attack of AbechB»e. 
He ordered a strong battery agabst it, and, under cover of Its 
fire, directed Halkett^s brigade to advance to the attack. The 
village was carried by storm, the light battalioa having cbargod 
and taken three giins and a howitzer on die Inridge: tfau 
attack was supported by General Bradford's brigade of Poito- 
guese infantry. 

During the operations at Abechnco, the French made the 
greatest exertions to repossess themselves of the village of Ga- 
marra Maior. They repeatedly charged with the utmost gsA- 
lantry , but were as often repulsed by the troops of the 5th divisioQ 
under General Oswald. 

Two divisions of infantry, which the French conmiaoder In 
chief had posted on the heights, to the left of Zadora, prevented 
the allied troops from crosshig the bridges, until the troops which 
had moved upon the centre of the French army, and on thdr 
left, had driven them through Yittoria. The whole of the dlied 
army then cooperated to the pursuit, which was continued by all 
till after it was dark. 

By the movement of the troops under SAt T. Graham, uid 
their possession of Gamarra and Abechuco, JLiord WeUiogtoB in- 
tercepted the retreat of his enemy by the high road to France, 
and forced him to turn towards Pampeluna; but the French were 
unable to hold any position for a sufficient length of time to aOow 
their baggage and artillery to be drawn off; the whole, there- 
fore, of the latter, which had not already been taken by the 
allies, and all their amitaunition and ba£^;age, were taken, near YH* 
toria. They carried off with them one gun and one bowitaer* 

On tiie 24th the rear of the French army reached Panipelttna» 
the allies condnmng an incessant pursuit. The advanced g«ard 
of the allies took frOm them, on that day, their only remaining gm^ 
they therefore entered Fampeluna with one howitzer only, as the 
remains of thehr park of artillery. The total return of kss, on 
the part of the allies, was 5,277 *" hars de cmnbai/' 
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^oen^ Claiif^ who bad under his commind a part of tht 
Vreocb army, of the oortbt aod one divisioQ of the array of Portu<> 
gal, and w^ wa9 not io the battle of the 2l8t, appfoacbed Yittoria 
the next day, but hearuig of the late discomfiture, aod fioding 
there the atb diTisioa of the allied array, he retired upoo La 
Cuardia, and aAerwards to Tudela de Ebro, 

liord WelliogtoQ despatched General Giron with the GalUcian 
army io pursuit of aconvqy, which the French commander had 
sent off for Bayoooe before the battle, but the intended prey 
escaped the pursuers. 

The bearer of Lord Wellingtou's despatches carried with him, 
as trophies of this splendid victory, the colours of the 4th bat- 
talioB of the lOOth French regiment, and General Jourdao'a 
baton as a Marshal of France. Great was the exultation in 
Oreat Britaio and Spain, The prince regent created the victor 
a field marshal, and thecortes, after having heard the despatches 
. jcead which announced the triumphs of Yittoria, voted a monu- 
ment in commemoration of the victory, and of their gratitude to 
the Duke of Ciudad Bodrigo, 

About the time that Lord Wellington gained tbis splendid 
victory in the north of Spain, the Englbh General Murray was 
<^Uged in the east to raise the siege of Tarragona precipitately, 
and retreat, with the loss of 30 cannon, before Suchet. The army 
under General Murray sailed from Alicaot on the 3l8t of Mi^, 
and on the 4th of June was landed at Cape Salon, near Tarragona, 
In force 13,000 inCiantry, and a prc^rtion of cavalry. To 
secure the flank of his army. General Murray sent a detachment 
to secure the Col de Balaguer, a mountainous pass close to the 
sea, through which winds the great road from Tortosa to Tarra* 
gooa, and which was defended by the fort of San Felipe, garri* 
soned by about lOO Freuch* As soon as the difficulties of the 
ground would enable the assailants to batter this fortress from 
the heights, th|s garrison n^as obliged to surrender* 

In the mean time Sir John Murray had commenced the siege 
of Tarragona; but Suchet, his opponent, and the commander of 
the French in iMa district, as soon as be asoertained ik/^ d^sstilMt- 
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Ibft of the English armament, collec(ed forces, vdA by the lith 
of Juoe approached near enough to Tarragona to give notiee, by 
rignals, of his intentions to relieve the place. Hh disposidQiis 
and force were such as to Induce the English general to make a 
precipitate retreat, re>embarking with the loss of his battering, 
train. 

On the 2l8t of June Sir John sailed southward, after blowing 
up the fort in the Col de Balaguer. Five of the English riiipa 
were lost in the mouths of the Ebro. The French marshal fol- 
lowed the armament by forced marches, to prevent a debaiiatloo 
at Castellon de la Plana. 

' About the end of June the army, which had &iled In the ex- 
pedition against Tarragona, returned to Alicant; and General 
Muri'ay having departed to take the command of the English in 
Sicily, Lord W. Bentinck was left in the chief command. Suchet 
having returned to Valencia and the Xucar about the same time, 
learned the news of the disastrous battle of Vittoria, which io^ 
duced him to retreat towards the Ebro. 

^ Lord Wellington learning that the French force under Gene- 
ral Clausel was, as late as the 25tb of June, lingering near Lcjgrono, 
conceived it possible to intercept the return of that general into 
France ; and, with that view, detached several divinons of ih^ 
allied army towards Tudela and Logrono. The marquis, how- 
ever, soon learned that the French general had moved upon Tu- 
dela, and thence to Saragossa ; and, giving up the hope of over- 
talLing him, recalled the pursuing detachments into Navarre* 

From Saragossa Clausel turned northward, and althoiigfa 
harassed by the Spanish partisan corps, he made good his way 
into France by the road of laca. 

Mean while, Fampeluna was completely blockaded by Sir 
Rowland Hill, who pushed som<^ of his troops as far as the 
Bidassoa; while Sir Thomas Graham, coniSnuing to advance 
from Tolosa, drove the French across tlie lower Bidassoa into 
their own country. 

The forts of Castro and Guetaria were found evacuated, and 
the garrison of Passages surrendered on the 30th of June to 
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Colonel LoDga, and the fortress of San Sebastian was bloclLaded 
forthwith. 

' Id the rear» likewise, 4he castle of PaDConro, garnsoned bj 
700 French, surrendered, on the 1st of July, to the Cond6 de Abis- 
bal, (O'Doonell,) who, with the Andelusiao armj of reserve, 
bad followed close after Lord Wellington, and had, on the 20th 
of Jane,4carried the town and lower fort by assault He joined 
the main army immediately afterwards, and was charged with' 
the blockade of Pampeluoa. 

Although the right and left wings of the great French army 
had thus been chased from the Spanish territory, the centre, un- 
der General Gaza, still tarried in the fertile valley of Bastan, 
with the seeming determination of remaining in it. To expel him 
from so advantageous a situation,' Lord Wellington detached 
General Sir Bowland Hill with a competent force, who, by the 
7 th of July, had succeeded in freeing Spain from her gallic inva- 
ders on that side, with the exception of the garrisons of Pampe- 
luna and San Sebastian. 

To commence the siege of San Sebastian the greatest exertions 
were now making by the British field marshal, who intrusted the 
immediate care of the operations against that fortress to General 
Sir Thomas Graham. On the 12tii of July General Graham 
broke ground, and on the 17th the convent of San Bartholoro^, a 
strongly-fortified outwork, after being breached, was carried by 
storm. After this success, the attack upon the main body of the 
works was carried on so vigorously, that, on the 24th, two wide and 
practicable breaches were effected in the line of the wall of the 
left flank, and on the 25th the assault was undertaken. 

The first operation of the assault was blowing up a mine 
which the assailants had formed, by means of the pipe for the 
conveyance of water from the fountain of the town. This ex- 
plosion demolished the place d^armSy which entered the covered 
way. General Rey, the French commandant, was perfectly pre- 
pared for the attack. Soon after daylight, when the tide had 
fallep so as to leave the foot of the wall dry, the English columns 
moved forward to the assault, but they moved forward to cer- 
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tain defitnictioD* The FieDCb lecmved them with ndia flfead^ 
and iocessaot discharge of grape, musketry, and hand gieDadea». 
that all vhe entered the breaches were killed or wounded. OenenI 
Graham, seeing the ineffectual low of brave meQ» ordered die 
retreat, and the assault ceased. The loss of the asMHanti, m 
stated ip the London Gazette, was 1,250. The French toolL 
possession of 584 of the wounded, besides making 237 otheni 
prisoners. 

Unfortunate as this result proved, the attempt was justiied by 
the importance of gaining possession of the place with a ^w 
to ttherior operations, and by the critical situation of affairs in 
19'avarre at the moment 

There could be no doubt, from the character of the Emperor 
Kapoleon, who had made such stupendous efforts to meet Boa* 
iia and Prussia, but that he would exert himself to meet and slop* 
the progress of the Hibernian hero, who was leacfing an army of 
conquerors into the French dominions in an opposite dlrectloa. 
Accordingly, we see that on the Ist of July, ten days after the 
battle of Vittoria, Marshal Souh, then in Germany, was declared, 
by an imperial decree, on the Elbe, LiaOenmU de PEmpereurf 
and commander in chief of the French amies in Spain and in the 
aouth of France, and on the 13th of July he tsAies thai com- 
piand at Bayonne. In twelve days more the disconfited French 
army, baggage and cannonless, is new nHNklled, newly or- 
ganized, newly equipped, and reinforced by almost half its former 
amount, is marched back as the assailant, with a most impomag 
aspect, and under the command of a great and ezperieQced ge> 
neral, who had the last 3rear contended succenfuUf 8|;aiost the 
great leader of the allies., 

Marshal Soult^ army conmted of nine diviriona of inCe^try, 
forming the right, centre and left, under the command of Generd 
Reille, Comte d^Erion, and General Claosel, as lieutenant ge- 
nerals, with a reserve under general Ylllatte ; and two dividona 
of dragoons and one of light cavalry, the former under Geo^ 
rak Treillard and Tilly, the latter under Uije ^XHamaoA of QtiMral 
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Pief re Soutt There was, besides, allotted to the sOrmj, a large 
proportion of artillery, some of which had already joined. 

Tiie allied army, under Field Marshal Lord Wellington, on 
the 24th of July extended from RoncesFalles oo the tight, to 
San Sebastian, being posted in the passes of the mountains. 
Bjrng's brigade of British, and Murillo's brigade of Spanish in- 
fantry were on the right of the pass of Roucesvalles ; Lieutenant 
General Sir Lowry Cole was posted at Viscaret to support 
those troops; and Lieute&ant General Sir Thomas Picton, with 
the, third division, at Olagtte, in reserve. 

Sir Rowland Hill occupied the valley of Bastan with the re- 
mainder of the 2d division, and the Portuguese division under 
the Cond^ de Amarante, detaching Campbell's Portuguese 
brigade to Los Aldecides, within the French territory. Fur- 
ther to the left, the light and 7th divisions occupied the 
heights of Santa Barbara, and extended to the town of Vera 
and the Puerto de Echalar, keeping the communication with 
the valley of Bastan. The 6lh division was in reserve at San 
Estavan. General Longa's division on the Lower Bidassoa kept 
the communication between the troops at Vera and the besieging 
corps before San Sebastian. The Cond^ del Abisbal blockaded 
Pampeluna. " 

How far Lord Wellington was apprized of Marshal Soult's in- 
tention and power to act on the offensive is Aot certain, but from 
the extension of the line of the allies, and its weakness in some 
essential points, we are led to judge that the English general did 
not expect to be attacked. 

On the 24th Marshal Soult collected the right and left wings 
of Ms army, with one division of his centre, and two divisions of 
cavalry, at St Jean de Pied de Port, and the next day forced 
the pass of Roncesvalles. He attacked General By ng's post with 
about 30,000 men, and although Sir Lowry Cole moved up to 
his support, the French carried tlie pass in the afternoon, and 
General Cole retreated in the night to Zubiri. 

In the afternoon of the same day Marshal Soult attacked Sir 
Rowland Hill at the defile of the Puerto de Maya at the bead of 

4^ 
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tbe ralley of BaBtan, and forced the English to giTe wmy ; tfaejt 
however, renewed the contest, but Sir Rowland, learning that 
General Cole bad been obliged to retreat, withdrew his troops 
to Inirita. The loss of the Eoglbh was severe in men, and 
the French took four guns. 

liord Wellington was informed of this critical state of vfbks 
on his right, late in the night of the 25th, and immediatelj gave 
orders to concentrate the army to the right, still providing for the 
siege of San Sebastian and for the blockade of Pampelnna. This 
disposition of the allied forces was changed by the necesaify 
under which Generals Hill and Cole found themselves of still 
further retiring, and on the 27th they took a position near Pan- 
peluna, having their right in front of Huarte, their centre on the 
heights in front of Valalba, and their left resting upon a height 
which defended the high road from Zubiri and Roncesvalles. 
Morilla's Spanish infantry and a part of the Cond^ del Abisbal's 
corps were in reserve. From the latter the regiments of Travia 
and El Principe were detached to occupy part of the hill on 
the right of the 4th division, by which the road from Zulnri was 
defended. 1 he English cavalry, under Lieotenaot General Sir 
Stapleton Cotton, were placed near Hnarte on the right, the 
only ground on which troops of this description toold Y)e used. 

The river Lanz runs in the valley which was on the left of 
the allied, and on the right of the French army, along the road to 
Ostiz. Beyond this river there is another range of mountains 
connected with Ligasso and Marcalain, by which places it was 
now necessary for the allies to keep up a communication. 

Lord Wellington had scarcely arrived, on the 27tfa, at his 
right wing, while the ^d and 4th divisions were taking up 
their ground, when the French appeared in sight and formed 
upon a mountain between the high road and Zubiri, placing one 
division on a height to the left of the road and in some villages 
fronting the 3d division of the allies. 

The French soon commenced the battle by attacking a hill, oo 
the right of the 4th division, occupied by. a battalion of Porta- 
gu cse. Lord Wellington saw the importance of this hill, and re* 
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inforeed the defenden, so as to keep possesskm and repulBe every 
effort of the assailants. Though the French failed in this at- 
tempt, they succeeded in an attack made at the same time upoa 
the village of Sorausen on the road to Ostiz, hy which they ac- 
quired the communication by that road, and they kept up a fire 
of musketry until it was dark. 

Early on the 28th of July Marshal Soult renewed the contest^ 
but the seasonable arrival of the 0th division of infiintry enabled 
Lord Wellington to occupy the heights on the left of the valley 
of Lanz, while the newly arrived troops formed across the valley 
in the rear of the 4th dividon, resting their right on Oricainand 
their left upon the heights just mentioned. Scarcely had the 6tti 
division taken their position, when they were attacked by the 
French from the village of Sorausen; but the positions of the 
allies were too well chosen to admit of an impression being made 
^ on tbem in this point, and the assailants were repulsed with great 
loss. 

Marshal Soult, finding his troops ioTolved in difficulties in the 
valley of Lanz, ordered an attack upon the height occupied by 
the left of the 4th division of the allies, by way of extricating 
his troops in the valley; this partially succeeded; they gained 
possession of the height, but were, in turn, attacked and driven 
back with loss* 

The battle now became general along the whole front of the 
heights occupied by the fourth divi^on, with various success, 
the result was, however, in favour of the allies, who repulsed the 
assailants at every point. 

The ill success of this attack upon Lord Weirmgton's right 
seems to have induced Marshal Soult to make a vigorous assault 
upon the left, where Sir Rowland Hill commanded. Lord Wet 
](^ton had ordered General Hill to march by Lanz upon Lezasso^ 
•as sodn as he found that Generals Picton and Cole had been 
driven from Zubiri. His lordship likewise ordered Lord Dal- 
hottue from San Estavan to the same place, where both arrived 
•n the 28th, and the seventh division came to Marcalain. 

That part of Marshal Soult's army which had been in firont 
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6t Sir Rowltod Hill, followed his nmrdiy and artifei ift Ottiz 
on the 29th, and on the 30th the French commmdcr sadfraa 
attack upon General Hill, with a view of turning the kft of the 
allied armies. The alUes were obliged to ledre, aiid Ikariial 
Soult gained the advantage of connecting hia right In tlieif pod- 
tion, with the divisions which attacked General HiH. 

This new Infraction of the line of the aUiea would, to a gene* 
ral of SouU's abilitiea, have proved the forenumer of decided 
rktorf, had he not been opposed bj a captain of at leaat equal 
military talents. It was at thb critical moment thitt the genius 
of the Irish hero broke forth in its brightest histie. Instead of 
merely acting on the defensive, by strengthenii^ his lek wiqg» 
be boldly determined to attack the left of the Fieocfcy CboUgh 
situated in the most advantageous position, and commanded by 
Soult in person. 

Lieutenant General the Earl of Dalhousie was oideitd ta * 
possess himself of the top of the mountain m his (ront> by whMi 
the right of the French army would be toroed* and Sir Thomas 
Picton was ordered at the same time to cross the h^gtes oa 
which the left of the French army had stood, and to tufo Ihdr 
left by the road to Rom^esvalles. Every anaiigeaieol was made 
to attack in front as soon as the eflR?ct of these movemeota on tte 
flank should appear. Lord Dalhouue drove the troopa from Ae 
mountain by which the right flank of the French was defcndod, 
and immediately General Pakenham turned the village of Sotsta* 
sen, while the 6th division of the allies and Byng's brigade^ a^ 
tacked and carried the village of Ortiz. Lieutenant Geoenl 
Sir Lowry Cole attacked the front of the main position of the 
French with equal success. 

Thus the heights occupied by Marshal Soult, a position nmaog 
thestroogest ever occupied by an army, were literally taken by ^ 
sault, and the troops driven from their vantage ground at the point * 
of the -bayonet So vigorous was the pursuit, that the cofama 
which still pressed upon Sir Rowland Hill whs actually in fll» 
rear of Lord Wellini^ton. His lordship, in proportion la Urn 
success of his attack, had been enabled to detath txoopt tolba 
5 
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snppDfi of deneral Hill, who bad been attacked and forced (rom 
the be%ht which he occupied behind the Lezaaao^ to the ocsX 
range, where he roaintahied himself uotii the French, finduig 
that thei>atde had gone against them dsewhere, retreatied, and 
ioek up a i^roi^ positioo, with two diFisiona, to cover their rear 
in tlie paia of Douoa Maria. 

Generah Hill and.Dalhoufiie attacked and carried the pan not- 
withstanding its strength and the vigorous resistance of the 
French. 

Id the mean time Lord Wellington moved by the pass of Yelate 
upon Irutita, turning the French position ou Donna Maria. 
The pursuit was continued and many prisoners made, with bag- 
gage and Other trophies i( victory taken. On the 1st of August 
the allies were nearly in the same positions which they occupied 
on the 25th of July. 

These hard and bloody struggles to keep the ground gained by 
the battle of Vittoria, show us how futile' the efforts of England 
would have been in the Peninsula but for the successes of Hussia. 
The oppositionists in England had locked upon the efforts of the 
Eqglish ministiy to'' expel the French from the Peninsula as the 
..^eff^ts of madness. Lord Grenville derided the, attempt, and 
predicted, ou one occasion, in the house of lords, that not an En- 
l^lirii soldier remained at that moment in the Peninsula, except 
as a prisoner to Kapoleon Bonaparte. Oppositionists are always 
the assailants, and assailants are dways furious and proportiona- 
Wy Mind; but in this instance, all the probabilities were on the 
side of the prophet of eviL Another (^position leader, the Mar- 
quis of Wellesley, the illtutrious brother of the more illustrioos 
Wellington, saw the power of France in the same alarming point 
of view, but he did not endeavour to paralyze the efforts of his 
country against that power, he stimulated to greater efforts and 
more proportionate to the object, and to him, next to the Russian 
power^ the field marshal of England owes it, that he was enabled 
lo-eneounter not only the French power in Spain, but the general 
ptepoases^oo of the English people against the war in the Pedn- 
lida« The-abillties of WoUingtoo, rather than the anted powers 
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of Britun and Spain, now defeated the Fraicb, and UaMed the 
ezpectatioiisof MaishalSoult of again chaaing his opponent inCo 
FoitugaL 

On (he 2d of Augnat the French atill continued posted 'with 
a force of two divisions on the. Puerto de Echalar, and neaily 
the whole arro^ behind the Puerto. Lord WelUogton detei^ 
mined to dislodge them foj a combined attack and morement of 
three dividons. The fourth division of the allies, whidi pre* 
ceded the others, alone made the attack, and the French abandon- 
Ing their position, their whole army retreated, and enabled Laid 
Wellington to announce, on the 4th of August, ^ There la now 
no enemy in the field within this part of the Spanfsh frontier.'* 

The English accounts stated the French loss in the recent en- 
gagements as 15,000, and their own as 9,696, witlMXit incbiding 
the loss sustained by the Spaniards, which is soppoeed by the 
English journalists to make the amount of loss at kast 10,000 J 

Lord William Bentiuck was, on the 21st of July, at Benaroos, 
and preparing4o cross the Ebro. Marslial Sachet; in retreating 
before his lordship, had left a garrisou of 4,000 men 'at Tortoaa, 
which was invested by tiie Duke de Parque. 
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SECTION XTI. 



Beeommeiieement of operations againit San Sebastian— Freneh attack the 
covering army — Are repulsed bj the Spaniards— -Storming of San Sebas- 
tian-^The toWn eanied by asNrblfe— The eastie eapltolates— Destmction of 
San Sebastian, and atroeitiet comnfttted by tiie English and Portngoeae 

* apoath^ Spanish inhabitant*— Charges pabUsbed against the En^^ish eom- 
manders and soldiers— 4nqairy and answer to the charges— Publication by 
the Spanish magistracy — Army of the allies pass the Bidassoo, and drive 
the French from their entrenched portions— Lord Wellington's orders for 
vespeeting the persons and proper^ of the French— Outrages committed 
hy his troops— Bis lordship's indignant reproaches and repetition of his or- 
ders— High estimation in which Lord Wellington stands with the world- 
Strong position of Marshal Soult at St. Jean de Luz— Surrender ^ Pam- 
peluna — Lord Wellington attacks the French lines, and gains a complete 
victory— The French havrog retired to theb entrenehed camp befon 
Bayonne, the alliea, by a seriei of eperatient, continue their approaohea— 
Marshal Soult attacks the alfiesi and is agafai defeated with great loss. 

THE Ei^lUh recommeDGed their fiie against San Sebastiaa 
on the 26th of Augost, od the night of which day a detaohment, 
under Captain Cameron^ formed an estahiishment on the island 
of Santa Clara, taking prkoners a partj of French who held it. 
On the 30th Lord Wellington ordered the storm, and the towa 
was catried with much loss to the assailants, who made 670 pri- 
soners, and the French retired to the castle. 

On the same day Uiat a part of the army of the Marquis of 
Wellington carried the town by storm, another porUoo defeated 
the French army, wldch attempted, by an attack on their lines, to 
relieve the place. The French had for some days been drawing 
their forces to the camp at Urogoe, and the marqids prepared to 
meet the assault which he foresaw* Three divisions of the fourth 
Spanish army, commanded by Don Manual Freyre, occupied the 
heights of San Marcial and the town of Irttn, by whidi the ap* 
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proaoh to 5aii Sdbaetiao by the high road wu protected; tod the/ 
-were suppoited by the first diviflion of Eo^HA infantry, voder 
Major Geiieral Howard, -and Lord Aylmer's brigade oa ^eir 
left and the rear of Irun'; and by Crenerai Longa'a dhrbkm, <ii- 
cam[>ed near the Sierra de Aya, in the rear of didr right On 
the doth the commander in chiei^ in order stitl farther to seeiire 
the Spanish teoopt, moved two brigades of the foactii dirisioD to 
the convent of San Anthonio; one of these divlsione moved the 
•ame day to the Sierra de Aya and the other the next raoroiiig, 
leaving the dth Portuguese brigade on the bei^ts between tlie 
convent and Vera and Lezaoa. Inglis's brigade of the aevendi 
division was moved to the bridge of LezaCa; and the orders of 
the marquis were for the troops of the Puertos of Echalar and 
Maya, to attack the enemy's weakened posta in front of theae - 
positionfl. « 

Before daylight on the momiogof the 3l8t the Frendi cross^ 
the Bidassoa in Iforce, by the fords between Andara and die lite 
of the bridge -of the high road, and attacked the whole firont of 
tlie position of the Spanish troops xm the lieight of San MarclaL 
The Spaniards repulsed them, and even drove some of them i»ek 
across the river. The attack was frequendy repeated with the 
. same result. Under' cover of the cannon, whkh commanded a 
part of tlie river, the French, having constructed a bridge, passed' 
an additional force over in the afternoon, and ma^ anotlier des* 
perate attack upon the Spaniards. This was beat Imck widi the 
same determined gallantry, and finding all their eflfortsineffectaa^' 
the French withdrew during the darkness <tf the night, under 
cover of a violept storm. During these attacks the Eqilisb 
supportiog dividons were not engaged. 

I^early at the same time that the French crossed the Bidassoa, 
in front of thehei^of San Marciai, they likewise crossed that 
river with about three divisions of infantry in two columns, by 
the fords below Salin, in front of the position occupied by the 9th 
Portuguese brigade. Upon seeing this movement of Ms antago* 
Dist, the marquis immediately ordered Major General Inglia to 
support the Portuguese with his brigade, and Lieutenant Geoa^ 
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tftt the Earl of OalhcaBie to move with the teventh dMAoA 
towanb the Bidawoa, at the same time ordering the light division 
to, support Geoeiai Inglis by eveiy means in their power. The 
French drove the English brigade of Inglis from its position be^ 
Iween Lezttca and the river« to the heights in front of the convent 
of San Antbooio» where two divisions of the English army were 
posted. In the meaa time Major General Kempt advanced with 
a brigade of the light division, checked the French, and covered 
the advance of Lord Dalhousie to join General Inglis. By thi3 
time the French commands in chief, finding that the attaclL upoa 
the Spanish troops had not succeeded, and that English troopa 
now covered and protected the right of the Spanish line, while 
the French situation on the left of the Bidassoa became everj 
jDoment more critical, retired during the night The fall o£ 
rain during the evening and night had so swollen the Bidassoa, 
that the rear of the French column was forced to cross at the 
bvidge of Vera^ wluch they could only d6 by attacking Major 
Skerret's brigade of the light division; They according^ at- 
tacked at three in the morning of the Istof September, and made 
good tlieir passage of the bridge. 

While this was going on upon the left of tlie allied army,Maris^ 
cal de Campo Don Pedio Giron, attacked the French posts ia 
front of Echakr, on the 30th and 31st of August; General 
Zogarramurde, with the 6th Portuguese brigade on the dlst; 
and C<riooel Douglass, on the same day, attacked the pass o( 
Maya, with the 7th Portuguese brigade* All these troops con- 
ducted theinselvM so as to merit and receive tlie approbation of 
their grei^t commander, who had the satisfaction of defeatin| the 
second attempt of the French to prevent the establishment oC 
the allies on the frontiers, by the efforts of a part of his army 
prioeipally SpHnbh and Portuguese, at the same time that the 
town of Sfoi Sebastian was carried by the Eng^sh. 

The storming of San Sebastian was on tlus as on the former 
oecaskm, a most murdctrous bmdness, and though the result was 
different, the detail is but too similar. The command of the at- 
taekiestedwithSir Thomas Graham, who4>rdered the assault to be 
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Qtade bj the 2d brigade of the 5th diyirfcm, under Major Cteae* 
ral RobioBOD, supported bj several detacbioeott of yohifllBen* 
with a reserve under Major Hill, the whole under the direcHoii 
of Lieutenaot Oeoeral Sir J. Leith. Sir Thomas Gnkmt 
crossed the Urumia to the batteries of the right attaf^ bm 
whence every thing could be distinctljr seen, and the fire of tte 
batteries, according to circumstances, directed. 

The colunm In filing out of the right of the trenehes, was, as 
before, exposed to a heavj fire of sheHs and grape shot, attd a 
mine was exploded in the left an^ of the eouBteiacaip of the 
homwork, which did great damage to the assailants, bat iJBd aot 
check their approach to the breach. On iarriving at the wall 
they found the breach much less practicable than ft had appear- 
ed. Notwithstanding its great extent, th^re waa bat one p^iol 
where it was possible to enter, and that b/ single files. AH the 
innde of the wall to the right of the curti^ fimtfed si perpen^ 
dicular scarp of at least twenty feet, so that Ihenarraw rU^eaC 
the curtain itself, formed by the breachkig of its cad and fimt, 
was the only accessible point. 

During the suspension of the operations of the nkge^ fimm 
want of ammunition, the defendants had raade^ everj exertion 
to repel an assault, which skill and industry 'could eflfett Ot^aA 
iiumft>ers of men were covered by eotrenchmentft and traTersct in 
the faornworks, on the ramparts-of the curtaia, and ioiUe the 
town opposite to the breach, and now stood ready to poor a nast 
destructive fire of musketry on both flanks of die appvaacii to 
the top of the narrow ridge of the curtun. In vain weie tttt 
assa&ants brought forward from the trenches In 
roan outlived the attempt to gdn the ridge. 

The attack appeared altogether desperate, when Sir 
Qrdiam directed the guns of the English batteries to be tomad 
against die curtahi of the defendants, thus pouring hlt.ahol ora* 
the heads of the assailants in the breach, wkh destruc ti ve foe^ 
ci^oo upon their opponents. Mean time Bfijor General Brad- 
ford's Portuguese brigade offered to fold the river aear in 
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iiNnttli» which being accepted* and M^jorSoodgniss, with the &d« 
v«ace of the 13th regiment, and Lieutenant Colonel M'Bean, 
with a ppit of the 24th9 advanced over the open l>each, under a 
severe fire of grape, and after much shiughter ciuried two of the 
. teeaehea* JSir Tlionas Graham now seeing the great effect of the 
fife of the batteries against the curtain, ordered a great effort to 
be made to gain the high ridge at all hazards, at the same tii^e 
that an attempt should be made to storm the homwork. The 
tro<qps destined for tliis^ service airived to assault the breach of 
the curtain about tlie tisl^e that an explosion on the rampart 
created some confusion amoi^ the defendants. The narrow pasa 
.was gained, and was mabtained after a severe conflict, and the 
.troops on the right of the breach, having succeeded in forcing 
the barricades on tlie top of the narrow line of the wall, found 
.their way into the hpufes that joined it^ 

TkoBi after an assault which lasted above two liours, under the 
most trying circumstances, the assailants gained a firm footing, 
and in an hour mdre the French troops, driven from all Uiei^ 4e* 
fences, retired to the castle. 

The operations against the castle of San Sebastian were eoiK 
4ioued, under tl^ direction of General Gi^iam, until the 8th of 
^kptember, ^d which day the garrison capitulated to become 
prisoners of war. The garrison, including 535 sick and wound- 
ed, amounted to 1,830. 

The unfortunate Spanish city of San Sebastian experienced, 
darkf; this contest, between their French invaders and English 
defendets, almost all the horrors which the infernal passions, 
dierished by war, can inflict upon the human i-ace. The city 
was given up to the sack and pillage of the liceDtious soldiery, 
.while the fire, set to it by both friends and enemies, raged in 
every quarter. Many of the unarmed inhabitaots were shot 
and bayoneted by the English soldiers, while others experien* 
ced those indignities, which, to Uie honourable, are worse than 
death* 

Spanish jealonqr, which had been excited on more than ooe 
occasion, against the English, was raised to a high pitch by the 
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atiodtibs coomiitted io San SeliMtiatt, aod ebaiigesi Bi^ 
woBBy altogether ^rouodlewy were preferred not only agalort tbe 
addiery, but the officers and ereo tbe coDMnandera. ItwaaMid, 
that tbe English genenl commanding the siege parposd/ boat 
the citj. That the English wished its destruction from a spirit 
of riralry and envy of the advantages it derived in its rimmiisn 
with France. 

The Spanbh regency made an earnest refiiesentatioii to Field 
Marshal Welfington on the subject of these chargses^ requesting 
that he would, inform himself of every particular idative to the 
alleged atrocities. His lordship easily repelled the chaise of 
intentional destruction of the city by fire as it respected himsdf. 
He states in his answer* which was communicated to the Brilish 
ambassador, that he had refrained from bombarding tbe dty* and 
had given every order for its preservatiCD. That the dty waa 
on fire previous to the assault He admits and laments die sack- 
ing of the city, but asserts that the officers endeavoured to prcK 
vent it He condudes by saying, that many of tbe offfeadiai^ 
aoldiers had been punished.* 

* I hATe BO doubt that the nuMt oohle marqoif believed, after makn^ whikt 
he deemed a aaflWient ioTettigattoii into the camet of the dntmction oC Sas 
Sebastian, and ^ wmdact of hit troopf, that the eity iraa bmntfagr tha 
Freneh, and that the BngMih offioen endeavooped to restrain the soUiefXy 
liter having let them loose In the work of destrootioa and tortore, upon the 
inhabitants of a ei^ vhose dearerers thej proCiMsed to be ; hot Lord Wtl> 
imgton only questioned those whose interesttt was to deeeire him* those oA- 
fers and soldiers whom he had, qn a former oecaskio, stigmatised for want of 
^fiseipUne snd atroeaoos UcentioasneiSy beyond nnyoKample within the soopo 
cf his knowledge* 

Yfho stopped tlie hMjuiries of his lordship in the coarse vhere truth would 
hare been most likely to be fonadydoes not appear, bat it is eertain ^t 
the 8pamsh bhabHants of the city 'vere not examined, or they wovld hlvne 
told hb lordship, thpt which they have told the world, in-a document signed by 
^ magistrates, principal ecclesiastics, and otheri^tf» the amount of one 
hundred and eighty : they would hare told him that the fire wluch the fihsTiee 
of war set to their city had been eztingaished, and that the flames which eon- 
fumed it were communicated purposely by the soldie<y» when in fuU posses- 
sion thereoi; after the retreat of their enemies ; that the soldiers daiMe^ 
ipqi^ t|ie flames^ and preTeoted the at^mpttto stop the cooflagntion s thftt 
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After the fieiU of the fortress of San Sebastian, the movements 
of the opposing armies were of little interest for sompe time, and 
DO event of importance occurred until the 7th of October, on 
whicii day Lord Wellington having previously judged it neces- 
wtry that the allied army should pass the Bidassoa, having given 
hisoiders for that purpose, the operations were successfully 
cal-ried into effect. 

Lieutenant General Sir Thomas Graham having directed 
that the 1st and 5th divisions, and the Ist Portuguese bii- 
gade, under General Wilson, should pass the river in four co- 
iurnds, three of them by the lower bridge of Irun, and the other 
by the upper bridge, the mov^nent was made with complete 
success* 

These columns were commanded by Generals Hay, Creville, 
Stopfbrt, and Howard!^ 

tfie iohabitentt were shot st the moment when they receiTed their EDgfiah 
and Fortngoeee deliveren with aoelamatioDi, while those females who wero 
icon to be Tiolsted or more humanelj murdered, were waiing their hand- 
kerchiefs in token of welcome ; that, the scenes of fiendlike atroci^ were 
not confined in duration to the daj of the assault, or the night following, but 
cMit&ned daj after day, and night after night, for foor-and-twenty days t that 
aot only the aoldfers who hore the peril of the attack, were thus solaced by 
am indulgence of their propensitiea to the most deadly and abominable efi|» 
hut that the troops came unarmed from the nngfabouriog encampment to 
plunder and give loose to these demoniacal passions ; thai the attendants upon 
the camp, and eren the erews of the English transport ships, came in for a 
share of the spoil of thdr Spanish friends ; they would have described scenes 
At which huQiAnity shudders, and whicb but to read causes the blu^ of shame 
and indignation to bum upon t|ie cheek of every man dcserring of the name; 
and they would hare told his lordship^ that his officers saw, and permitted, 
and diared in the spoil. 

' That the copnmon soldiery of an army, wh^n let loose from the restraints 
of discipline, wiQ f^re^ently behaYC as these monsters did at San Sebestiaut 
the testimony of all history, apd our own experience in America, are sufiicient 
proofs ; but that English officers should countenance, if not join in, such dian 
holieal excesses on the prt^rtyand persons of fiiends, would not hare beea 
believed under less testimony than the Spanish magistrates of San Sebastian^ 
badted bythat of Ixml W^Kii|;ton himself m his general orders on a fonaw 
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Lieuteoant General Fiyere made a disporidoD tliat the put ef 
tbe fourth Spanish armj uoder his immediate orders should paaa 
in three eohunns by the upper route, oa which the Portug^Kse 
troops bad passed. These columns were composed of the hri- 
gades of Generals Del Carro and £spelata, and Cokneb Ca- 
retto, Goooch» and Placentia» under the immolate dixeedoD ef 
Marshals de Camp de la Barcena^ and Pwlier. Tbe dbjeet ef 
the first columns was to gain possession of the entreoehmeats of 
the French at tbe upper part of the Andaye, while, at the same 
time, the other three were to take tbe entrenchments on the greeo 
mountains and tbe heigbto of Mandate; and thua to turn the left 
of the French armj. 

The operations of both these bodies of troops were crowoed 
with success. Tbe Portuguese lock seven pieces of aitUiery 
In tbe redoubts and batteries which fell inU) thdr handsi and the 
Spaniards took one piece in tbe works which they carried. 

Tbe French defended their works gallantlj against the ai^eilsr 
numbers of their assailants, and tbe Otfa English TBgineot was 
seyeral times repulsed before tbey could carry the obie<^ %g thdr 
attack, which they did at tbe point of the bayonet, after sufleilf^ 
▼ery great loss. 

Durbig these operations on the left. Major OeiMxal Buoa 
d'Alten, with the right dividon under his comtnand, made an at- 
tack on the entrenchments In the pass of Yera, supported by die 
Spanish diyision under General Longat; and Major General Doa 
Giron.made at tbe same time an attack with the right of the ligfat , 
division and tbe Andalusian army of reserve, on tbe entrenclied 
posts which the French occupied in the mountain of Ia RfauDe. 
Colonel Cockbum, commanding Skerret's brigade, made aa at- 
tack upon a strongly-entrenched camp on the right of tbe Frendi» 
the 52d regiment gallantly entering tbe trenches and overtlirow- 
ing the French troops with the bayonet 

The light division made 422 prisoners, and took three pieces 
of artillery. 

The entrenched posts of the French array on the motuilalii 
Iol Rhune, were attacked by the Andalusian army of leaervi^ 
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litaded bj Oeoerala Vemei and Torry^ Tbe«e troops gallmdy 
overtlirew all opposition uotil they came to the foot of a rock* 
where a hermitage stood, io which the French made a successful 
standi The Spaniards made repeated attempts to carry It by 
assault, but were as often repulsed with dau^^r. They conld not 
scale the rock* and the French remained during the night in pos* 
session of the hermitage, which is situated on the decUrity of 
the mountain, and was oq the right of the Spanish troops. 

Lord Wellington hdog informed of this obstacle to his success, 
reconnoitred it the next morning, and as soon as the fog which en* 
reloped the mountain would permit him to see the exact situation 
of the post and surrounding ground, he found it accessible on the 
tight, and cqiable of being attacked with success by uniting with 
the attack on it a dmultaneons attack upon the field works,' which 
the French had thrown up io front of the camp of Sarre. His 
lordship immediately ordered the army of reserve of Andalusia 
to concentrate, and on the arrival of the troops under the jcom- 
mand of General Giron, orders were given to attack the French 
posts OB the heights to th^ right of the allies, which were carried 
In the most gallant manner, and, following the advantage they had 
gained, they drove the French troops from aoother entrenclmient 
situated oo a height and proleethig the camp of Sarre. 

The French immediately abandoned their other positions lor 
the purpose of defending the avenues of the camp of Sarre, 
and their works were taken pessesnon of by the 7th divisieo, 
which Lord Wellington had ordered to march far that puorpose^ 
under Lieutenant General the Earl of Baihousie by the pass of 
Echalar. 

While this was doing. General Giron established the battalion 
of Catalonia upon the rock of the hermitage, to the left of the 
French post Night prevented any fbrther operations en the 
part of the allies, and under cover of the darkness, the French 
general withdrew his troops from the hermitage and from the 
camp of Sarte. 

In these actions^ the loss of the English and Portuguese, by 
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(he English ficcouot, tras 814. The Spanish loul fiod 09 ce^ 
turn of. 

Field Marshal WelliDgton had, od the 9th of July, wbea on 
the borders of France, published a general order, rfipiiring.rf 
tlie officers and soldiery, that upon entering the French territocj 
they should pay ai^ inriolable respect to the persons and pro- 
perty of the French people, and that every article famished far 
the army should be paid for ; now, upon actually enterii^ France* 
his lordship found thai that army which had committed sods 
atrocities upon their friends, could not easily be restrained fcon 
indulging their disposition to rapine and murder od the propel^ 
and persons of Frenchmen. Every species of outrage was com- 
mitted by the troops, and some of them in presence of the 
officers, who did not take any measures to stop them. 

Indignant at such conduct, so contrary to poflicy as well aa 
Immaidty, Lord Wellington repeated his former order on the 8th 
of October, 1813, prefacing it with a reproachful stateneot, qf 
the facts, and informing the army that the officers who had so' 
greatly neglected their du^ should be sent to En^and^ '< that the 
prince regent may know their names, and take such measares 
respectinir them as he shall please, as the commandant of the 
forces is determined to have no offiicerg under his command who 
will not obey his orders.** 

The surrender of Pampeluna, on the 31st of October, put an 
end to the French invasion of Spain ; and France, in her turn, was 
now open to the victorious army of the alKes, under the dt- 
rection of One of the most consummate generals of this or any 
other age. 

The series of successes which had attended the arms of Lord 
Wellington, made him at this dme a prominent object of admira- 
tion to the conflicting nations of Europe. Spain, with all bee 
suspicions that the firiendship of England was hollow, could not 
but gratefully admire the conduct of the Dlike of Cindad Ko- 
drigo. France saw with astonishment her best troops and gene- 
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rah baffled anfl beaten by Englisliiiieo, Portuguese and Spaniard* 
but remarked with self complacency, that the leader vas taught 
iQ her schook. England saw with exultation a potdon of its 
brightness restored to her military fame; and Ireland, partici- 
pating in the glories won to her couqueror by an Hibernian hero* 
id die glow of generous ardour, bestowed the crown of Spain 
upon the English field marshal ; and some of the Irish political 
writers, asserting as a fact that which they wished proclaimed to 
the world, that the grandees of Spain had oifered the kingdom to 
Lord Wellington. 

One might have supposed that such an assertion would only 
occasion a smile even in Spain. But on the contrary the Spa- 
nish grandees very gravely undertook to contradict the Irish 
joamalists, and pul>li8hed a denial of any such intention, or of 
any intentions but such as were consonant with their loyalty to 
tfaeir admirable sovereign Ferdinand V XL of the admirable house 
ot Bourbon. 

£arly in August the French army under Marshal Sonlt took 
up a stronff position near St. Jean de Luz. Here the French 
marshal continued to strengthen himself, while his great antago- 
nist waited the event of the siege of Fampeluna. The right of 
the French army extended to the sea, in front of St. Jean de 
lAMZi their centre on La Petite La Rhune in Sarre, and on the 
heights behind the village, and their left, consisting of two divi- 
sions of infantry,, on the right of that river, on a strong height in 
the rear of Anhoue, and on the mountain of Mandarin, which 
protected the approach to that village. They had one division 
at St. Jean Pied de Port, and on ^ 7th of October, the allies 
having passed the Bidassoa, another division took post at that 
place. 

The whole of this porition, naturally strong, was strengthened 
by all that skill and labour could perform, and the right in par- 
ticular appeared so formidable to Lord Wellington, that when 
meditating his attack, he did not deem it expedient to approacl^ 
it in front. 
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After the surrender of Pampduoa, the Ed|^ fieU-vanU 
directed all the moTements of the allies to the ioteaded* attack 
iipoo Soidt's etroDf^ posHioo. Sir Kowlaod littl, wto had eater* 
ed the siege, was ordered to the vallef of Baataov Load Wel- 
hngian determioed od the 8th of Norember for the attai^ ImI 
Iieavj falte of rain on the preTions days rendeied it oeeeaiaqr la 
defer the battle to the lOtb. 

The object of the attack bein^ to force the eassf's aaatea» 
and to establish the allied armies in the rear of tlie r%lit af the 
French, the attack was made in columns of divisbaa, aack Ie4 
by ^ general officer commanding % and eaeh kacwio^ afes mm 
reserve. 

Lieutenant General Sir Rowland Hill directed the 
ment of the ri^fat, consisting of thjb second division^ under ] 
tenant General the honourable Sir William Stewart, the dxtt 
division under Lieutenant General Sir H. Clinton, a Poitnguaaa 
division under Lieutenant General Sir John Hamikoo, aoda^ 
Spanidi division, under General Morillo, with Cobod Grtaslfa 
brigade of cavalry, Colonel TuUoh's brigade of Portoguete ai^ 
tiHery, and three mountain guns. This ibree attacked die 
tK>sidons of the French army behind the village of Aoboae^ 

Marshal Sir William Beresford directed the movemanta of the 
centre of the allied army consistiug of the thicd divisioo \ 
Major General the honourable Charies Colvillei^ the 
division under Mariscal de Campo Le Cor, and the foarth di^* 
vision under Lieutenant General the honouraMe dirLaartjr 
Cole. 

The fourth division attacked the redoubts ia frani of Sarra, 
the village and the heights behind it. They were supported bj 
the armj of reserve of Andalusia, under the command of tha 
Mariscal de Campo Don Pedro Giron, whicb attacked the poii* 
tions of the French on their right of the village of Sarre, on the 
slopes of La Petite La Rhune, and the heights beliind the idllagp 
on the left of General Cole's division. 

Major General Charles Baron Alten, attacked with the light 
division, and General Longa's Spanish division. Theilr desti- 
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cache he^fhti foehiDd the viUage of Sarre. 

Alteo'a brigade of cavalry, under the direc^oD of Lieotenaot 
General Sir Stapletda Cottoo, ISi»ttowed the movemeota of the 
ceatre» and tbei« ware ^ee brigades of English artillery with this 
purt of the army, and three mountaia guns with General Giroo^ 
aad three wkh General Allen. 

Ueuteoant Geae^ Don Manual Freyre moved in two co^ 
lunms from the heights of Mandale towards Ascain, in order to 
take advantage of any movements which the French marshal 
might make from the right of his position towards the centre; 
and Lieutenant General Shr John Hope drove in the French out- 
posts in front of thdr entrenchments on the lower Nivelle, C9^ 
ried the redoubt above Orogne, and established himself on the 
heights immediately opposite gibour, in readUiess to take 
advantage of any movement made by the right of the French 
amiy. 

Such were the dispositions of the English field marshal, and 
Ander the direction of his comprehensive mind, at daylight tlie 
work cf death began. 

Sir Lowry Cole having cbllged the French to evacuate the 
redoubt on their right in front of the village of Sarre by a cao- 
sonade, and the redoubt in front of the left of the village having 
been abandoned on the approach of the seventh division under 
General Le Cor, General Sir Lowry Cole attacked and pos- 
sessed himself of the village^ which was turned on Its left by 
the third division under General Colville, and on its right by the 
reserve of Andalusia under General Giron. 

About the same time Major General Charles Baron Alteo car« 
ried the positions on La Petite La Rbuiie, after which the wholo 
cooperated in attacking Marshal Soult's main position behind the 
vtllage of Sarre. 

The third and seventh divbions immediately carried the re- 
doubts on the left of the French centre, the light division at the 
same time carried those on the right, while the 4th diviiion with 



404 

the reserve of Aadatiuia, attacked the poaitieiii of thtSx i 
By these attacks the French vere obliged to abaodm |hdr 
strong positions fortified with so much care, time, andiaboar. 
In the principal redoubt on the hagbt thej left the Istbi^tattoD 
of the 88th regiment, which immediately surrendered. 

While these operations vere going on in the ceotie, lioid MM- 
lijigton had the pleasure of seeing tlie 6th division, under Ideate^ 
nam General Sir Henry Clinton, after having crossed tke Tf tvelle, 
and driven in the Frendi piquets on both sides of the river, and 
after havuig covered the passage of the Portugaqse 4iYisioo 
under Lieutenant General Sir John Hamilton,, make a mostgal- 
lant attack upon the French position behind Anhoae, aod on the 
right of theliivelle, and carry all the entrenchments and the re- 
doubt on that flank. General Hamilton supported vitb the Por- 
tuguese division, and both joined in the attack of the second 
redoubt, which was immediately carried. 

Major General Pringle's brigade of the second divisioo^.u^r 
Lieutenant General the honourable Sir William Stewart, drof e 
in the French piquets on the Nivelle, and hi fropt of Aahooe, 
and immediately Major General Byng*s brigade of the second 
division carried the entrenchments and a redoubt farther on the 
left of the French. Major General Morillo covered the advance 
of the whole, to the heights behind Anhoue, by attasking the 
French posts on the slopes of Mandarin, and foUowii^ the retreat 
of their troops towards Itzatee. By these operations, made under 
the directions of Sir Rowland Hill, the troops on the heights be- 
liind Anhoue were forced to retire beyond the bridge of Cambo on 
the Nive, with the exception of the division in Mandarin, which 
was pushed by a part of the second division, under Sir William 
Stewart, into the mountaios towards Baygor}% 

As soon as the heights were carried on both banks of the 
Nivelle, Lord Wellington ordered the 3d and 7th divisions 
being the right of the centre of the allies, to move by the left 
of that river upon St. Pe, and the 6th division to move apon 
the same place upon the opposite side of the river, while the 
4th and teft divisions, and General Giron^s reserve held the 
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heights abote Ascain aod covered this movemeiit oa that side, 
and Bit Rowland Hill on the other. 

A part of the French army had retired from their centre and 
crossed the Nivelle at St Pe,they were attacked by the allies 
as soon as tliej could cross in pursuit, who gained possession of 
the heights beyond the riyer. 

Thus the allies were established in tlie rear of the right of 
Marshal Soult according to Lord Wellington's plan, but the day 
was now spent, and no further movements could be made. It was 
his lordship^s intention to pursue his phm of attack on the next 
di^, but Marshal Soult, seeing a part of his strong positions 
forced by a superior enemy, would not hazard the defence of the 
reroaiflder, so exposed and weakened, and in the night withdrew 
his army from the works in front of St. Jean de Luz, retiring 
upon Bedart, and destrojring all the bridges on the Lower Kivelle. 
A part of the allied army followed on the next day as soon as 
they could cross the river, but the French were safe from 
further attacks and on the night of the 11th of November, Mar- 
shal Soult placed his army in security in hb entrenched camp in 
front of the city of Bayonne. 

Lord Wellington held as trophies of his new victory fiAy-one 
'pieces of cannon, six trumbrils of ammunition, and 1,400 pri- 
soners ; his loss in killed, wounded, and missing was 2 general 
stail^ 6 lieutenant colonels, 4 majors, 44 captains, 80 lieutenants, 
42 ensigns, 6 staff, 161 sergeants, 20 drummers, 2,420 rank and 
file ; making a total of 2,484, exclusive of Spaniards, so that the 
loss of the allies may be estimated on this occasion at upwards of 
3,000 men. 

The news of this victory arrived in London on the same day 
that accounts were received of the successes gained over Bona- 
parte by the Russians, Swedes, Austrians, Prussians, &c. and 
the restoration of the Orange government in Holland, and added 
to the general strahi of exultation. That France should be in* 
raded in her turn, was thought a measui-c of retributive justice 
for the misery her ruler had inflicted upon other nations, and the 



xtttoralkxi of the raceof (be Bomboiv wm andcipaied at tfca 
coasuminatioo of European bappiaeai. 

The raiot vinch commeDced iminediatety after the battk of 
the lOthof Korember eoatioued audi the 19th, aad readered the 
roads and couDtry almost impractkabie for aoy mOilary opera- 
tioog. Lieutenant General Sir Rowland Hill reconnoitred te 
French posts at the tete de pont at Cambo, on the 12th, and again 
on the 15th ; on that day, after blowing up the bridge, the French 
troops withdrew from the place. 

On the 16th a detachment from the French array recon- 
noitred the posts occupied by Sir John Hope, some skirmialung 
ensued, and Brigadier General Wilson was wounded. 

On the same day Marshal Sir W. Beresford drove the French 
posts across the bridge of Urdains and established his posts there. 
The French attacked him next roomiog, and endeavoured to 
destroy the bridge, but were repulsed. 

Lord Wellington conceiving it to be of importance that the 
advanced posts of the left division should be pushed nearer the 
French lines, this movement was accordingly ordered to be made 
on the 23d of November. The troops accordingly advanced, 
but were obliged to retreat with loss, having got under the fire 
of the entrenched camp before Bayoune. The loss of the English 
and Portuguese, for the Spanish loss is never returned, amounted 
on this day to 80, kars de combat. 

The entrenched camp of the French army before Bayoone b 
represented by Lord Wellington as impregnable while occupied 
by an army in force. Ever since the battle of Vittoria, these 
works had been forming and strengtheniug by all the meana 
which the most consummate skill and the most indefatig^le 
labour could bring to have effect The entrenched camp appears 
to be under fire of the works of the city of Bayoone, the ri;rht 
rests upon the Adour and the front in Uiis part is covered by a 
morass occasioned by a rivulet which falls into the Adour. The 
right of the centre rests upon the same morass, and its left upon 
the river Nive. The left is between the Nive and the Adour, 
rcstmgupon the Adour. The French at this time had their ad- 



407 

ranced posts from their right, io front of Auglet and towards 
Biaritz. With their left they defended the river Nive^ and com- 
municated with General Paris's division of the army of Ca- 
talonia, which was at St. Jean de Pied de Port, and they had 
a eoouderable corps cantoned io Ville Fraoche and Monguerre. 
hwd Wellington deemed it imposssible to attack Marhal SouH 
while he remained in force in this position. He had determined 
to pass the T^ive immediately after be had passed the Nivelle^ 
Uit was prevented by the bad state of the roads and the swelling 
of the rivulets^ owing to the great fall of rain, but the wenther 
and the roads having at length enabled the army to collect ma** 
terials and make the necessary preparations for forming bridges 
over the river, his lordship determined no longer to delay the 
advance of his troops, and ordered them out of their cantonments 
on the 8th of December. 

Orders w^ere pven that the right of the army, under Lieute* 
Dant General Sir Rowland Hill, should, on the 9th of December, 
pass the river, at and near Cambo, while Marshal Sir William 
Beresfofd should favour and support his operations, by passing 
the sixth division under Lieutenant General Sir Henry Clinton, 
at Ustaritz. Both tliese movements were made with complete 
•access. The French were driven from tlie right bank of the 
river, and retired towards Bayonne by the great road of St. Jean 
de Pied de Port. Those posted opposite Cambo were nearly in- 
tercepted by the 6th division, and one regiment was driven from 
the road and forced to march across the countr}^ 

The French troops assembled in considerable force on a range 
of heights running parallel with the Adour, and still keeping Yille 
Fraoche by the right The eighth Portuguese regiment, under 
Colonel Douglass, and the 0th ca^adores, imder Colonel Brown, 
and the English light infantry battalions of the 6th division 
attacked and carried Yille Franche and the heights in the neigh- 
bourhood. 

The rain which had fallen in the night of the 7th and morning 
4»f the 8th, had so destrc^ed the roads, that the day had nearly 
dapsed before the whole of Sir Rowland Hill's corps had come 
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up, awl the great commauder oftheaMies was obliged to besa* 
tkfted with the groiuid wfaicb be occupied by these movcncati. 

While the above mentioned operations were gofii^ farwul, 
LieuteDBQt General Sir John Hope with the left of tbe anqr 
under his comm^d, moyed forward by the great load af SL 
Jean de Lnz towards Bayonnc, and reconndtted the entraiDhal 
camp and tlie course of the Adour below the lowii> after dnf^ 
the French posts from Briaritz and Auglet. The light dirUoB 
under Major Geo^ral' Alten also moved forward from Bai« 
suasiary and reconnoitred that part of the French entreochneoL 
These forces retired the same day to the ground th^ hid pre* 
viously occupied. 

On the morning of the 10th of December lieutenant Ooiend 
Sur Rowland Hill found that the French had withdran fnm 
the position which they had occupied the day before on the 
heights^ and had gone into the entrenched camp on tot ode d 
the Nive ; he therefore occupied the posidon, with his right 
towards Uie Adour and his left at Yille Franche, and comawia- 
cating with the centre of the army under Sir William Beresferd, 
by a bridge laid over the Nive, and the troops of Manhat Bb- 
lesford were again drawn to the left of the Jfive. 

General Morillo's divi«on of Spanish infantry was |ilaGed at 
Ureary, and Colonel Vivian's brigade of light dragoons ai Hts> 
parren»in order to observe the movements of the French divisioo 
imder General Paris, which, upon the passage of the Nive by the 
allies^ had retired towards St Palais. 

On the morning of the 11th of December Marshal Soak 
marched his whole army out of their entrenched camp, leaviflg 
only a sufficient force to occupy the works opposite to Sir B#w- 
laod Hill's position. The French advanced upon Sir Jdin 
Hope's corps, and, after driving in the piquets, made a most des* 
perate attack upon the English posts^ both of Sir Bowland Hill 
and Sir John Hope* The contest was long and sanguinsoy, espe* 
cially at the posts of Sur John Hope, but the French wen^finsliy 
obliged to withdraw their troops, leaving 500 priaonexs and a 
Bumbrr of slain. The loss of the allies was likewise very sev cit, 
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particniarly aimmg Uie Portogocte of tbe lint InigAde, ifhk bwe 
the bnuit of the action oo the part of Sn Joha Hop^^d^anced 
post, and amoog the lioops of Rohinaon's brigade of the fifth di- 
Tifkm, wUeh moved np to their aoppcNrt. 
• Thlaatteaaptof Blarahal Soult by ao attack upon Lord Wei- 
Ii]igi0Q*8 kA to make him draw in his ri|^ had now completely 
fidied; and soon aite the attack ceased, two Austrian regiments, 
in the French service, canle over to the posts of Major General 
^Eloss^s brigade, of the 4th division, and surrendered themselves 
on conation of bdog sent home. 

The French army continued all night close upon the front of 
the allies, occupying the ground from which they had driven hi 
the i^ipiets, and on the niordng of the 12th of December the 
mttadL was recommenced on Lord WeHiagton's left, and the 
bloody conflict was continued, though not so furiously as oa the 
preceding day, until the afternoon, when the French marshal 
-withdrew hb troqps, and that night retired entirely wjAin his 
entrenched camp. 

Lord WelUngtoo's knowledge of his adversary and the science 
of destnictioo, induced him to order Marshal Sir William Beres- 
ford to reinforce Lieutenant General Sir Rowland Hill, by de. 
taching the dxth ^vision to his aid, foreseeing that Marshal 
Soult would make his next attack in that quarter. And so it 
was* On tiie night of the 12th the French commander passed 
a large force through Bayoone, with which, in the momiDg of 
the 13th, he made a most desperate attack upon Sir Rowland 
Hill. 

Here against an inferior general Soult would have succeeded ; . 
but Wellington had provided for the foreseen exigency,. and his 
adversary was again foiled. 

Beside the 6th divisk>n, Lord Wellington reinforced General 
Hill, afterwards, by the fourth division, and two brigade? of the 
second. 

The expected arrival of the reinforcements gave Sir Rowland 
Hill great faclUtyin making his movements; and the troops under 
bis immediate dmimand had nearly repulsed the assailants before 
succour arrired. The principal attack having been road^ along 
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the liigb nmd from St Jean Pied de Port, BaroeB's farigtde «( 
Engliflh tnfanlryy «od the 6th Portuguese t>rigado» wexe enpged 
in the hottest of the contest The Portugaese brigade under 
Maiiscal del Campo Don F. le Cor, moved up to their np- 
port hi a verj- gattant stjle, and regained an imporlaBt podtln 
between these troops and Mi^r Oeneiml Pringle^c hrigade, 
which wn engaged with the French hi front of Villa Frsocbe. 
The Freaeh had likewise gained a height on the ag^tof Sir 
Rowland HHPs positions, from which they wnrecMven byByng't 
brigade^ supported bjthe fourth Portuguese brigade. Here^ 
contest was serere, but tte French, notwithstaodic^ several des- 
perate efforts, could not legain this position. 

With the loss of two guns and a few pttoonnrs, the^ieixii re- 
tired to their entrenchments, foiled in every attempt upon the 
positions of Jdarsbal Wellington, after haviog evinced a most 
determined valour, and only 4o be exceeded by the frnmiess and 
skill df thdr adversaries. In these tiepeated attacks and re- 
pulses, and daily repetitions of carnage, the Engfisb aocomit of 
the losses of the alHed^army, acknowledges between 3 ^od Afi^, 
and states that of the French to amount to ID or IJMHM^- 
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SECTION XnL 



Hetrospeetite gtuwe-^KftpoIeoik Boiiftpftrtereleftie^iheKlDgof SpftSo attft 
tfMkfti a treity intk him-^Tbe regency «ii4 eortet tike meMorei to 
guard agauut the mftoluiMtiooi ef the Freneh emperor— Moremeiiti oC 
liord. Wellmgton's army in Deeemberj ISlS^Lord Wellington driTei tho 
French from their positione in January, 1814— Advance of the allies upon 
Bi^nne in Febnxaty— The right of Lord WeUi&gtm'i armyisestabliahed 
•n the Gave d*Oler«ik— AlUea aontiniie to adta&c»- Battle of Oithe»«- 
The French emnpletely defeated— Faaaage of the Adoor below Baymma 
— Uord WelfingtOQ aligfatly woanded--ttefQlt of the batUe of Orthea— Sir 
Rowland Hill defeats a French corps at Aire— JMarshal 8ir William Berea« 
ford tikes possession of Bordea.^x by order of Lord Wellington— Defect 
lion of the department of La Landea from Bonaparte —Para iahen poi* 
■eaiBoa of by capitalation» and entry of the Bmperon of Bnalia and Austria 
iate>ihat etipitat- >» Conclniiop. 



WHEN the enormous povor of iniperid France, guided bgr 
the enivmous ambition of Napoleon, was broken agaioat the Ice 
aiid voQ of the '* frightful climate*^ of Russia, and the despot of the 
south fled before the despot of the north, the world hailed vith 
acclamations the auspicious day n^hich gave assurance that all 
projects of unlrersal empire are but dreams. 

The effi>rt8 of so great a man as Napoleon Bonaparte torerfst 
the ebbing Ude of his fortunes, produced stru^les, which, for a 
time, seemed to render the fate of Europe dubious; Imt the 
Bassian power rolled on from the north, and, like the child's mass 
of snow propelled from the hilUtop, gathered matter, and weighty 
and impulse, in its progress. The Autocrat of Russia, at whose 
nod millions of slaves tremble or die, becomes the real champion 
of the Bberty of nations, and is joined in his career of victory 
by the herd of tyrants whom the French despot had vanquished, 
and robbed, and spared, or created kings as ministers of bis iron 
rule, in his former course of blood and triumphs. 
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To resist Urn oTerwhelmlog force Napdeoa oppoeedfifibrtBof 
dLiU becoming his gigaotic character, yet altogeiber uoaynBqg;. 
These efforts, as we have seen, by vilhdrawkg power fipmihe 
irar of the Peqiosula, gave efficacy to the skill, aodTaloiir, tti 
prudeoce of the Marquis of WelHogtoa. 

Forced to'retire within the boundaries of the Ridiie, aodlssl* 
iog anxiously for resources against his norfbem and sontbcxB 
invaders, the Emperor of France turns his thoughts on his cap* 
tive Idng, Son Ferdinando, and with that mean cunning, which 
seems equally with audacious efftontery to mark the European 
diplomacy of the day, he releases Mm from his bondage, ac^ 
knowledges him King of Spain, (King Joseph notwithstaodiiig,) 
and still having him in his power, makes a treaty of peace and 
amity with him, liy which he is to restore him to Us crown uA 
home, and Ferdinand is to send home the English andPoitugaeae, 
as well as recall his Spanmrds out of France.* 

* Treaty' ^ Peace and Friendship between JlRng Ferdinand Vlt and 
Bonaparte. 

Hi* CftthoUe Majesty Ferdiiuuid the Vllth. King of Spain and the lulws, 
and his majestj the Enkpcror of France, King of Italj, protector of the 
Bhentsh eonfederaey, and mediator of that of Swteeriand, both eqoally de« 
aixvae of putting an end to the calamities of war, and adjiuting a-definitiTe 
treaty of peace hetween the two powers, haTe appointed plenipotentiaries foe 
tfie pvrpose, as follows : 

Uu majesty Ferdinand the Vlltfi. has appointed Don Joseph Michael CSu* 
Tiyal Duke of St Charles, Count of Paerto^ grand master of ports of Indinb 
grundee of Spain, great steward of the hinges household, lieutenant geaerd 
of his armiei^ ohamherlain in employment to his miyesty, great ctoh sod 
commander of several orders of knighthood, &c Sec 

His majesty the emperor abd king has appointed tho CheTalicr An- 
thony Renatus Charles Mathnrin, Count of Laforest, and of his imperisl 
couneil of state, grand officer of the legion of honour, great cross of the im- 
perial order of reunion, &o. &c. 

Who, having exchanged their respective full powers, did agree in the fol* 
lowing articles: 

1. There shaU be in future, and from the*>ratifieation of this treaty, a per- 
fect peace and friendship between his majesty Ferdinand the Yllth. and lis 
successors, and his majesty the emperor and king, and his suocenors* 

2. All hostilities by sea and Uad shall cease in dieir respeeUTe dominkm.s 

5 
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Tbii, Hke manjr other of the acts and declafatioDs of the rulen 
of the earth, appears like a very silly attempt at deceptioo. Waa 
it expected by Bonaparte that the Spanbh goyemmeDt, newly or- 
ganized, and aware both of his intentions for their future condition, 

to Wit, Jd tlKWft of the oontbeiit of Europe immediately afler the ratifiefttUm 
of this treaty ; h£teea days after in the aeas whieh hathe the coasts of Europe 
and Africa on this side the equator; and two months after in the seas and 
countries situated at the east of the Ci^e of Good Hope. 

3. Hu majesty the emperor and king does acknowledge Ferdinand the 
VHtk. and his suaeessors^ according to the order of succession ettahUshed by 
the fundamental few of Spain and the Indies. 

4. His majesty the emperor and king does likewise acknowledge the in- 
tegrity of the territory of Spain, such as it was before the war. 

5. The provinces and fortified places noir in the power of the French troops 
shaO be delivered up, in the same state and eonditioii in which they dial! be 
founds to the Spanish governors and troops sent by his majesty Ferdinand the 
YIItlL to take possession thereof. 

6. His majesty the King Ferdinand does oblige himself to maintain, on his 
own part, the integrity of the territory of Spain, as wetl as the isles, garrisons, 
towns and fortresses adjacent to it, chiefly those of Mahon and Ceuta. He 
in the same manner obliges himself to cause the provinces, fortified plaeest^ 
' and territory, occupied by the governor and army of the British nation, to be 
altogether evacuated by them. 

7. A military convention shall be agreed to by our commissioners, one 
French and the other Spanish, to the end that the evacuation of the Spanish 
provinces, occupied either by the French or British, ^ould be amitltaneottsly 
carried into execution. 

8. His majesty Ferdinand VII. and his majesty the emperor and kfaig^ do 
both oblige themselves reciprocally to maintain the independence of their 
maritime rights, such as stipulated in the treaty of Utrecht, and as both 
powers had mainUuned them till the late year 1799, 

9. All Spaniards addicted to King Joseph, and who obtained militaty or 
civil offices in Spain, and followed him, shall be restored to all their honours^ 
rights and prerogatives ; and all their estates and property shall be restored 
to them : Those who, perhaps, will establish themselv^ out of Spain, shall 
be allowed the space of ten years to sell their estates and property, and to 
take the necessary measures for their estabHshment abroad. Whatever rights 
they may have to future successions, shall be preserved inviolable in their 
favour ; and they shall be allowed to enjoy their property and estates^ and to 
dispose thereof at liberty, without being subject in any way to th& right of the 
exchequer, to Chat of retraction, or any other whatever. 
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and of the nberies kflkted od the oatioo 1^ bnmt mundfy 
would bliodlj re^ga theottetvet eitber to Urn or to hn oev 
friend Ferdkiaod ? Or could be expect that JFeidiottid, restored 
to liberty and a crown, would forgive former treachery aod 
injury? — Neither. He might, perhaps, hope to restore to the 
Spaniards a kif^ deprived of their coafideQce, and exdie chrll 
discord by which hereafter to profit, and^ peihaps, to kicrease 

10. An property, whether moveaUe or munoretbte, bdongbg in Bfi^k^ to 
French or luUan individuals, aluU be restored to them in mnh a conditwaaa 
they enjoyed them berore the war. AU property belonging to bpaniarda, irluali 
had been ae^ueitrated or confiscated in France or Italy, shall Ukeviae be re- 
stored to them. Commissioners shall be appointed on both sides to clear op 
and regulate irliatever difl&euUies and eontentiooa should arise in the matter 
betveen French, UaUan, and Spanish anl^jeetas shooli Ukms difi c nlti e a and 
cottentiona imply a disensiion of interests previoos to the war, or any other 
whateTer after it. 

11. The prisoners taken by each nation shall be restituted, whether they 
should exist in the depots, or under the service of some power ; unless they, 
immediately a£ter the restoration <^ peace, should deekre, before a eomm^ 
siooer of their nation, that they will continue vnder the serriee of tiie power 
to which they were engaged* 

IS. The ganison of Fampelona, as well as the prisoners existing at Cadiz, 
Comnna, isles of the Mediterranean sea, and ererr other depot, who have 
been deliTcred op to the British^ shall be likewise restored, whether they may 
exist in Spain, or ha^e been sent to America. 

iS. His mi^ty the King Ferdinand does oblige himaeU^ besides* to pay 
OTcry year to King Charles the IVth. and to the queen his wife, a milfion and 
a half of dollars, which shall exactly be deli?ered up to them by quarters, a 
respectiTe sum eveiy three months. From the death of King Charles, two 
millions of liTres (twenty pence French eachlivre) shaU be paid to the queeii 
for bor widowhood. AU the Spaniards who may be in the domestie service 
of King Charles and thequeen his wife, shall be at liberty to reside out of the 
Spanish territory so long as their mi^esties shall think it couTenient* 

i4. A treaty of commerce shall be adjusted between the two powers; and 
in die mean while, all their commercial relations shall remain on the same 
footing as before the war of 1799. 

15. The present trea^ shall be ratified at Paris in the space of one month, 
or sooner if possible. 

Stipulated and signed at Yalenccy, the llth of December, 181 3. 

THE DUKE OF 8 AINT CHARLES. 
THE COUNT OF I-AFOREST. 
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ihefar jealousy ligftkiet tti^beveta^l Eof^h deHvefefs* AtmofiU 
it appears tue eiTort of a loaiog gamester. 

TU^ Sipaoish regeocj and cortes xeceived the treaty, on i|i 
y . . tiiI|{ation, with ail that distrust nhich was Us due, and iaii- 
at- li^' 'ly took measures to guard themselves against its effects 
^:t' arts of their arch enemy. They passed a decree, bj 
w.. ' lU the acts of Ferdinand were made nugatory, not oi^y 
. «. ui Ihe j>ower of France, but until he had taken the oaths 
;. ^. kd by the new constitution^ they appointed officers and 
' '-). U) xeodve him on liis entering Spain, and prohibited the 
*'.. /«* of aU Frenchmen or partisans of France with him — la 
' ley provided* by every means which prudence or jea- 
V . . aid suggest, for the aafc^uatd of the constitution and Ihe 
the nation* 
L WelHogtop was in the 1100140116 taking all those pie- 
y steps which insuiPe success as he advanced within the 
^ . ^4tory. The inhabitants of Baygorey were noted in 

.;.' . V hi' for their opposition to the Spanish troops,, and they 
\''c nly persons wtionow manifested any disposition to op- 

pO£' ics. General Mina was stationed, by Lord Welling- 

ton, •». "iree battalions of hu troops at Bidarry and at St. 
ICt'^nfic Baygorey in observation of the movements of the 
Frrncb lom St Jean Pied de Port. Notwithstanding theso 
r^-v^a?^ r«c ij overawe and keep them quiet, the inhabitants of 
B? '^' • / ^ Baygorey joined the standard of General Harlspe, 
T'K> ^ • !» *5!5 force and the division of the army of t^atalonia, 
.uHiitt Ot)'' ral Paris, and such troops as could be collected from 
' of St Jean Pied de Port, mo^ed on the I2th of 
n ^ upon the troops of General Mina^s division, and drove 

uiera into :u-. vulley of the Aldudes. 

' F . Tfi iuinder of the month of December, the armies under 

cbe • .^,»v f the Marquis of Wellipgton seem to have re- 

' Qiai*' ui their positions, the French making no move* 

^ -n: .. i]Hi M of January, 1814, when, having collected a 

ki'ie 00 the Gave, they attacked and drove in the 

si\N>< of the allies, between the Joyeuse and the 
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Bidoitae river8» and attacked the post of Geoeral Bachan's bri- 
gade oa the heights of La Costa, obllgiog him to retreat towards 
BriflCODS. Marshal Soult establbhed two divisioDs of 10111111x7 
OD the height and io La Bastide, with the remainder of hii 
army on the Bidouse and the Gave. 

Lord Wellington immediatelj concentrated hia centre and 
right, and prepared to move. His lordship, having reconnoitred 
his eneroj^B force on the 4th of January, formed his plaii of al- 
^m tack with his usual promptitude, and made preparatioas* for 
battle, to be carried into operation on the 5th, but the rain, wiueli 
fell in torrents and swelled the rivulets, deferred hb movements 
until the eth. 

On the 6th of January the attack was made by the 3d and 4(b 
divldona, under the command of lieutenant General Sir Thomaa 
Pictoo, and Lieutenant General Sir Lowry Cole, suppmrted by 
tiie Portuguese divinon under General Buchan, and the cavaliy 
of General Le Cor. The French retreated without contea^ 
the portions, and the posts of the allies were replaced *oq the 
ground from which they had been driven. 

On the morning of the 21st of January the French withdrew all 
their outposts in front of the entrenched camp before Bayonoe, 
between the Adour and the left of the Nive, and General 
Harispe^s troops from Bidarry and Baygorey marched towarda 
the centre of Soult's army. 

Lord Wellington, notwithstanding the movonents above men- 
tioned, may be said not to have commenced the campaign of 1814 
until the middle of February, at which time the allied powers of 
the north had gained firm footing in France, and, althouf^ some- 
times checked in their course, had progressed towards the object 
of their destination^the proud and guilty city of Paris — ^witfa a 
power adequate to the great end in view. 

The object of Lord Wellington with the allies of the south, 
appears to have been Bordeaux, and such general cooperative 
measures as should tend to the great object, not yet avowed, of 
detlironing the Emperor of the French and restoring the exiled 
Bourbons. The operatlona of Marshal Wellington commaaced 
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witb die advance of his right wing, under Sir Rowland Hill, 
against the French positions on the Joyeuse river. The French 
piqaets were driven in at Ihat post, and General Harispe forced 
to retire from his positions at Hellette to St. Martin. At the same 
time, part of General Mina's Spanish troops formed the blockade 
of St. Jean Pied de Fort 

On the 15th of Februarj Sir Rowland Hill pursued the re- 
treating army to Garris, where General Harisj>e was joined to 
General Faris's division, which had been recalled from its march 
from the interior. On this day^th^ second English division, 
' under Sir William Stewart, and the Spanish division of General 
Muiillo, attacked and drove the* French with loss from their po- 
idtion near St. Falais. During the night the retreathig army 
crossed the Bidouse. 

On the 16th Sir Rowland Hill crossed the Bidouse in pur- 
suit, and the next day forced the French to cross the Gave de 
Mouleon, and the retreat and pursuit were continued until 
the l^th, on which day Lord Wellington saw the right of bis 
army established on the Gave d^Oleron. 

The commander in chief then returned to his left, under the 
command of Sir John Hope, wliich, in accordance with a bold 
conception of the marshal, was destined To cross the Adour, be- 
tween Bayonne and the sea, by the aid of the marithne force 
under Admiral Penrose. 

On the 2lBt of February Lord Wellington ordered tBe 6tli 
and lighr divisions of his army to break up the blockade of 
Bayonne, and General 13on Manual Freyre to close up the canton- 
ments of his corps towards Iran, and to be prepared to move 
*' wheathe left of the army should cross the Adour. 

On the 23d Field Marshal Sir William Beresford attacked ' 
the French in their fortified positions at' Hastingues and Over^ 
gave, OD the left of the Gave de Pau, and obliged them to retire 
within the tdte du pont at Peyrehorade. 

Sir Rowland Hill passed the Gave d^Oleron at Villenave, on 
the 24th ; and Marisco de Campo Don Pablo Murillo drove in 
the enemy's posts near Noverrens, and blockaded that place. 

53 
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Immediately after the passage of die Core d*01eron was ef- 
fected, Sir RoirlaBd Hill and Sir Henry CHhton moved towaidB 
Orthes, and Che great road leading from Sauveterre and tint 
town. The French retired in the night from SauveCerre, acrow 
the Gave de Pan, an^ assembled their army near Orthes, od the 
25th, having destroyed all the bridges on the river. 

Ttie right and right of the centre of Lord WelBngtoo's army 
assembled opposite Orthes. Lieulenant General Sir Stapkton 
Cotton, with Lord £. Somerset's brigade of cavalry, and the 
third divi«on under Sir Thoq^ Picton was near the destroyed 
bridge of Bereus; and Field Marshal Sir William Bereafoid,' 
with the 4th and 7th divisions under Generals Cole and Watker, 
and Colonel Vivian's brigade, was posted towards the junction 
of the Gave de Pau with the Gave d'Oleron. 

The troops opposed to Marshal Beresford having marched on 
the 25th, he the next day crossed the Gave de Pau, lielow the 
junction of the Gave d'Olerbn, and moved along the high road 
from Peyrehorade towards Orthes, on the right of the French. 
As he approached, Sir Stapleton Cotton with the cavalry, and 
Sir T. Picton with the 3d division, crossed below the bridge of 
Bereus. Lord Wellington moved the 6th and light divisiona to 
the same point, and Sir Rowland Hill occupied the heights 
opposite Orthes and the high road leading to Sauveterre. 

The sixth and light divisions crossed the Adour on the morn- 
ing df the 27th at daybreak, accompanied by Lord Wellington, 
who found his adversary strongly posted near Orthes^ with his 
right on the heights on the road to Dax, and occupying the vil- 
lage of St. Boes, and his l^ft stationed on the heij^ts above 
Orthes, and occupying that town, opposing Sir Rowland fill's 
passage of the river. * 

Marshal Sir William Beresford attaciced and carried the vil- 
lage of St. Boes, with the 4tb division under the command of 
Sir Lowry Cole, after an obstinate resistance. The attack upon 
the heights was not so successful Major General Ross and Bri- 
gadier General Yascoocello, with his Portuguese brigade, found 
the ground so narrow that the troops could not deploy for the 
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attack^ ftod Lord WdUpgtcm found tbat it waa imponlble to tum 
the Freoch army by their r^ht without an excessive extension of 
^ his line; he therefore promptly altered his plan of attack^ to far 
as to order the immediate advance of the 6th and third divisicns, . 
and to move forward Colonel Barnard's brigade of the light 
division to attack tlie left of the heights on which the enemy's 
right stood* 

This attack was led by the 52d regimenti under Lieutenant 
Colonel Coibome, and supported on their right by Major Gene- 
ral Brisbane's and Colonel Keats's brigades of the 3d diviuon, 
and by simultaoeous attacks on the left by Major Oeneral Anson's 
brigade of th» 4th division, on the right by Lieutenant General 
Sir Thomas Pictoo, with the remainder of the 3d divisiou> and 
the 6th division under Lieutenant General Sir Henry Clinton. 
The enemy was dislodged from the heights after a bloody conflict, 
and victory again declared for the allies and for Wellington. 

In the mean time Sir Rowland Hill had (breed the passage 
of the Gave above Orthes, and, seeing the state of the battle* 
moved immediately witluthe 2d division of infantry under Sir 
William Stewart, and Fane's brigade of cavalry, direct for the 
great roads from Orthes*to St. Sever, thus keeping upon the left 
of the French army. 

The French troops retired at first in admirable order, taking 
tvery advantage of the numerous good positions which the coun- 
try aflfoided. The losses, however, which they sustained in the 
continued attacks of the pursuing army, and the danger with 
whicji they Vere threatened by Lieutenant General Sir Row- 
land Hill's movements, soon accelerated their retreat into a flight* 
and their troops were thrown into the utmost confusion. 

Lieutenant General Sir Stapleton Cotton took advantage of 
the only opportunity which offered, to charge with Lord Edward ^ 
Somerset's brigade, in the neighbourhood of Sault de Navailies, 
where the retreatiog troops had been driven from the high road 
by Sir Rowland Hill. The chaise of the cavatTy was successful, 
and many prisoners made. 

The pursuit was continued until it was duak» when the conn 
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maoder in chkf ordered lut victorious mny to halt ia tbe adgh- 
bourhood of Saidt de NavaUIes. 

Iq Lord WeDington'sdespatdi, dated March let, 1814ybeflay»^, 
** I caimot estimate the extent of theeoeoq^'s lots: wehaiv^e lakes 
six pieces of caooon and a great ouuiy prisonersy tlie ouniber I 
.cannot at present report Tlie whole country is cov^ed faj 
their dead. Their army was in the utmost coqiusioo wheo I 
last sair it passing the heights near Sault de Navadks, and 
many soldiers had thrown away their arms. The desertioQ has 
since been immense. Lieutenant General Sir Rowland HMl has 
moved upon Aire, and the advanced posts of the centra are at 
Casares. The ^nemy are apparently retiring upon Agen, and 
have left open the direct road towards Bordeaux.** 

In this the last victory which I shall have ta record in my present 
work, the last battle probably which the iUustrious subject of ny 
labours will fight before the overthrow of the power of NqK>leoo, 
he, who in so many well*fought fields had escaped untouched fay 
the messengers of death, was twice on the very brink of eternity. 
Early in the day he was for a moment^tunned by the wind of a 
cannon ball, which passed close by htm; and in tbe course of the 
action, while giving orders to his Spadish aid-de-camp, he was 
struck on the side by a nearly-spent musket ball. His lordship 
Immediately said ^ I am hit,** and in fact the contusion was m 
great as to produce a momentary sickness, and would have piQ» 
duced greater iigury but for the thickness of the swoid belt. 
When the service of the day was over it became necessary to 
assist him in dismounting from hb horse; but the next day he ap- 
peared iu the field at his usual early hour to the inexpressible 
joy of his army. 

. Whilst the operations which I have detailed above were carry- 
ing on by the right of Lord Wellington's army, Lieutenant Gene- 
ral Sir John Hope, in concert with Rear Admiral Penrose, timns- 
ported the left of the army across the Adour below Bayonne, 
and took possession of both banks of the river at its mouth. 

The French, concdving that the means of crosnog the river 
which Sir John Hope had at bis command had not enabled him 
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to croBS a laige force iiwihe course of the 22d» attacked od that 
eveidog the corpe which he had sent overi btt^irere repuked 
wkhlon. 

Od the 25th of Felnraary Sir Jdm Hope i^ested the dtadd 
of B^romie, and General Freyre moTed forward with the fourth 
Spaaith army. On the 27th Sir John Hope, deeming It expe- 
dient to invest the citadel of Bayonne more dosety, attacked 
Ae village of St Etieone, which he carried, and established his 
ou^KMts within nine hundred yards of the outworks .of the 
French. 

* The result of these various operations were, the investment of 
Bayonne ; St Jean Pied de Fort and Navarrens ; the paan^of 
the Adour; the possession of all the great commnnicatioof 
across the river ; a free route to Bordeaux ; possession of the 
French magazines ; and the total discomfiture of the oppodqg 
army. The. price paid for all these advantages by the allies n 
estimated by English lohmals at about 4,000 put hart dic^nboL 

The French had collected a c6rps at Aire for the purpose of 
protecting the evacuation of a magazine which they had at thai 
place ; but Sir Rowland Hill on the 2d of Mar^ attacked them, 
drove them from their post with loss, and gained possession of the. 
town and magazine. Lord Wellington soon aftjsr established his 
head quarters at Aire. 

The rains were so violent, and the rivers, consequently, so in- 
creased, that the operations of the allied armies were suspended 
for some dajrs. In the mean time the French, after the aflKair 
with Sir Rowland Hill on the 2d, retired l^ boAi'banks of the 
Adour towards Tarbes, with a view of receiving reinforcements 
from Marshal Suchet's army, which left Qatalonta In the last 
week in Feftrpary. 

Lord Wellington ordered a detachment under Blajor General 
Fane to take possession of Pau; and another under Marshal Sir 
William Beresford to take possession of Bordeaflx. 

On the 12th of March Sir William BerQtford approached ^ 
Bordeaux, and was met by the mayor and citizens, who hailed 
his approach with acclamations, and taking off the eagles and 
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^er badges of their Bcrvitude to Napoleon, aubatitnted the oM 
badge of th^^ite .cockade, the token of submisakm to tlie 
Bourbons. 

The citizens, ^universallj, gave every demonstratioo of joj, 
and not onij Bordeaux, but ^e whole department of La 
Landes, assumed the white cockade, and declared in fayov of 
LouU XVIII. 

We thus see accomplished the purposes for which Lord Wel- 
lington was intrusted with the command of the armies of England, 
Portugal, and Spain, the complete deliverance of the Peninsula 
from the power of France; and more, a most efficient co6pera« 
tion with the allied powers of the north to overthrow the power 
of Bonaparte. Whilst the legions of Russia, Prussia, and Aul^ 
tria, are hoklic^ their steady course to the centre of imperial 
power, Paris, Wellington, having annihilated oppositaoo, and 
produced a defection of a whole department from the imperial 
standard, is left at UtSertj to march his annj towards the same 
central point. 

On the 3l8t of March Paris capitulated, and was taken pos- 
session of by the Emperors of Russia and Austria. 

What stupendAis events are these ! and what a lesson is this 
to overweening arobition ! That man who had either actually or vir- 
tually been in possesion of every capital in Europe, saving Lon- 
don and Constantinople, sees the sovereigns of Moskow and 
Vienna lording it in Paris, himself an exile, threatened with ge- 
neral defection and consequent contempt 

It is for the fiiture historian, or the biographer who shall 
write the life of the most noble Marquis of Wellington after 
that life shall be extinguished, to give a charact^ drawn from a 
more perfect Knowledge of his private virtues and puMic actions 
'^than I possess. Mankind are ever prone to compare distinguished 
men with each other^ and Wellington has been compared witB his 
great ootemporai;^ as well as with former heroes. He has bees 
^ compared with^ Nelson, but he is a far morq perfect character at 
present than Nelson; he has been compared with Marlborough, 
and the points of similitude are many, but he has not attained 
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that high political consequence and character which the Duke 
of Marlborough enjoyed, nor stood so paramount Anong the mi- 
litary characters of his day. .1 will not look for fanciful like- 
nesses, nor endeavour to write a panegyric, or draw a character 
of the hero of these pages; let the reader look to the actions of 
Lord Wellington, and estimate his virtues and his talents, and then 
join with me in the wish, that they may be Increased through 
a long life with increasing honours, but only be hereafter exerted 
to insure and adorn that peace, wtiich, as I hope, he has so mar 
terially aided in giving to the civilized world. 
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